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Visitors are welcome to chapter meetings.  
In-person meetings have resumed, but also will be 

conducted live ONLINE      SEE PAGE 3 
    WHEN: January thru November, the third Thursday of the 

month, 7:00 pm − chapter meetings typically include a 
railroad presentation followed by a business session. 

Rail Stories:  
The Chief Will Stop In Kinsley Tonight  

Postcard of Kinsley, Kan. depot (left) from the 1920s, with the freight house at the right edge. Photos from the 
mid-1900s (right) appear similar, except the semaphore was on the station side of the tracks, and the back-
ground chimney was absent. Note that the town name was positioned atop the gable over the bay window, 
not at the building’s end.                                                                     -Kinsley Public Library (kinsleylibrary.info)  
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The President’s Observation  
- Mike Sypult 

 With 2022 in full swing, I want to encourage every-
one to help me reach out to former members of our 
chapter and encourage them to renew their chapter 
and national membership. COVID-19 has taken a toll 
on organizations like ours, but hopefully the worst is over, and we 
can continue on the great work of sharing and preserving railroad 
history. 

 We have a great place to meet with plenty of room at the Shiloh 
Museum of Ozark History. Their new director, Angie and staff mem-
ber Rachel have been wonderful in helping us with in-person meet-
ings. The museum is undergoing a renovation which will only make 
things better. I look forward to being back together with chapter 
members each month on the third Thursday at 7 pm! 

 With the use of video conferencing technology, we can now ex-
pand our presentations beyond this area. There are many great rail-
road historians and presenters in the nation that we can bring in to 
our monthly meetings. If you are interested in doing a presentation 
for our chapter, contact us. 

 Here’s to a great 2022 for the chapter! 

WELCOME ABOARD all new and renewing members! 

MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter membership is $12 per year.  

Please make checks payable to ABMT NRHS.  

 National Railway Historical Society individual membership is $50 per 

year; more household members can be added for $7 per person.  

Please refer to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com for complete details. 
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   THE SCRAMBLER welcomes your 

input!   Send content (articles, 

stories, news, photos) to the editor.  

   We strive to provide accurate and 

complete information in The Scram-

bler newsletters. Please send correc-

tions to the editor.  

   DEADLINE for The Scrambler is 

the 1st day of each month. The edi-

tor reserves the right to edit, hold, 

or omit material at the editor’s dis-

cretion. Space for longer articles 

may already be committed months 

in advance. 

The Arkansas-Boston Mountains 

Chapter of the National Railway 

Historical Society, Inc. is a non-

profit, 501(c)(3) educational organi-

zation incorporated under the laws 

of the State of Arkansas. 

  Visit our website at: 

www.ArkRailFan.com  

If you missed John Dill’s January presentation about Ft Smith’s 

railroad bridges, you missed a good ‘un. 

Don’t miss another good one; join chapter meetings in person or 

online by using Zoom -- see page 3 for more details. 

http://www.nrhs.com
mailto:G4Trains@gmail.com
mailto:ArkyRail@outlook.com
http://www.arkrailfan.com
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1. How to Join the Thursday Evening Chapter Meeting Remotely Using Zoom 

 To join the online chapter meetings, download the FREE Zoom app on a computer, smart phone, or 
tablet that has a microphone and camera. Do this at least one day in advance.  

  If using a computer, then download the Zoom Cloud Meetings App at https://zoom.us/download 

  If using a smart phone or tablet, then go to the app store, search for Zoom Cloud Meetings 

To test it in advance of the meeting or to ask questions, contact Mike Sypult at ArkyRail at outlook.com  

HINT: Early in the day, set an alarm for 5 minutes before the meeting starts, so you can login in time.  

At meeting time, go to:  https://zoom.us/j/3593844541?pwd=Z0V2OUFXRlRyV0lWOUt4a1dqK2NNQT09 

 Depending upon your device, you may also need:    Meeting ID: 359 384 4541      Password: 1Ru4np  

Don’t overlook these necessary steps!!!  When the Zoom screen appears, you may be asked to 

 1. Join with Video    and    2. Join with Computer Audio. 

 

2. Membership Renewal Time Is Slipping Away 

 Time to renew your Arkansas−Boston Mountains Chapter annual membership, $12 per person. For a 
form, go to  https://arkrailfan.com/membership   

 If you have not already done so, consider joining [ https://nrhs.com/membership/ ] the National Railway 
Historical Society. The $50 annual dues lets you receive the NRHS News − covering preservation, railfan, 
and chapter news − six times per year, and the 40-page Bulletin four times per year. If you are not an 
NRHS member, here is what you missed in the recent Bulletin. 

    The Influence of Native Americans on the Construction, Operation and Marketing of AT&SF Railway 

    When the Railroad Returns to Town      Black Mesa & Lake Powell Shuts Down      two book reviews 

Supporting the national organization allows you to “give back”, and actually play a part in railroad history 
preservation. To learn more, go to https://nrhs.com/  

 

3. Amtrak Likes CP + KCS  

 In early January, Amtrak announced its support for the Canadian Pacific to acquire Kansas City South-
ern. CP had committed to cooperate with Amtrak as it proposed to expand passenger services over CP 
and KCS rails. In Amtrak’s June 2021 Host Railroad Report, CP rated far better than the other five Class 1 
companies hosting Amtrak trains. Norfolk Southern was noticeably the worst. 

 Related to the proposed merger, the parties submitted a “Safety Integration Plan” to the Surface Trans-
portation Board in late December. It stated that locomotive maintenance in the U.S. will remain at St Paul 
and Shreveport. 

Chapter & General News 

 

The chapter is meeting both in-person and online with Zoom (see below); visitors welcome.  

  WHEN: January thru November, the third Thursday of the month, 7:00 pm. In-person meetings are can-
celled when the Springdale public schools are closed due to inclement winter weather.  

   WHERE: At the Shiloh Museum main building, 118 W. Johnson Ave., Springdale, Ark.   

All chapter members are encouraged to join the Chapter’s   ABM-NRHS@groups.io   listserv, in order 

to be aware of current information. To join the listserv, contact Mitch Marmel  marmelmm at gmail.com 

February 17 7 pm Chapter meeting 

February 26, Sat.  19th Annual Great Northwest Ark. Model Train Show, Benton Co. Fairgrounds 

mailto:ArkyRail@outlook.com
https://zoom.us/j/3593844541?pwd=Z0V2OUFXRlRyV0lWOUt4a1dqK2NNQT09
https://arkrailfan.com/membership
https://nrhs.com/membership/
https://nrhs.com/
mailto:marmelmm@gmail.com
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 Chapter and General News   (continued) 

4. Region Rail News: Kansas City Streetcar on a Roll  

 In early January, the Kansas City Streetcar Authority announced that 2021 ridership had exceeded 
1,000,000 rides. The highest day counted over 10,000 rides.  

 The north-south, no-fare, single line service runs 2.2 miles from the River Market, through downtown 
along Main Street, to Crown Center/Union Station. In the works is a 3.5 miles southward extension to the 
University of Missouri − Kansas City campus. Interestingly, Kansas City street car route 56, the Country 
Club line, served a similar area until the line was torn up in the mid-1950s. Parts of that former right-of-
way are now a walking trail.   

 

5. Region Rail News: Newcomer Missouri Eastern Already Expanding  

 Page 4 of the December Scrambler reported that Missouri Eastern (MER), a new company controlled 
by Jaguar Transport Holdings of Joplin, had filed with the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to pur-
chase 43 route-miles from V&S Railway. This former Rock Island line is west of St Louis.  

 In January, the company requested STB permission to take over a current Central Midland Rwy lease 
from Union Pacific; in its previous filing, MER had included trackage rights over this segment. This would 
in effect extend MER operations nine miles eastward in St Louis County. 

 

6. Region Rail News: Watco and Verdigris Southern Railroad  

 In January, Pittsburg, Kan.−based Watco Holdings filed with the STB to create Verdigris Southern RR 
(VESO), then lease about 2.6 miles of track from the City of Tulsa–Rogers County Port Authority. These 
tracks extend westward from the Union Pacific Waggoner Sub south of Inola, Okla., and end at rails lead-
ing to a Sofidel paper mill on the east side of the Verdigris River. The application said the line is presently 
unregulated, private track, but it will be operated as a common carrier. The STB tentatively approval. 

 The July 2020 Scrambler, page 4, 
mentioned Federal funding for rail work 
at Inola. 

   

7. Region Rail News: SK&O               
Improvements  

 A January 8 Trains Newswire report 
from the National Railroad Construction 
& Maintenance Association Conference 
said that Watco plans to combine its 
own funds with a Federal grant to up-
grade three South Kansas & Oklahoma 
subdivisions to 286,000 pound cars, and 
raise the speed from the current 10 mph 
to 25 mph. However, this is very similar 
to what was reported in the April 2020 
Scrambler − even the same dollar amount. Old 
news or new news???  

Above:  South Kansas & Oklahoma subdivision map. 
Thanks to John Chambers of Heart of the Heartlands 
Railroad Club for contributing map information. 

The February meeting is set to be in-person at the Shiloh Museum, but will also be 

broadcast via Zoom.  See top of page 3.   VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 
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ABMT NRHS Chapter Meeting Minutes   ̶  January 20, 2022 

Address: ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Soc., PO Box 1303, Springdale, AR 72765-1303  

Websites maintained by Mike Sypult are www.arkrailfan.com and www.condrenrails.com  

 Meeting of the Arkansas−Boston Mountains Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society in per-
son at the Shiloh Museum and via the internet (Zoom).  

 The meeting was hosted by President Mike Sypult, with five other members in person. In virtual at-
tendance were at least 17 connections. The meeting started at 7:10.   

 John Dill gave the presentation, “Ft. Smith, Arkansas Steel RR Bridges”.  

Business Items 

1. Minutes.  The minutes for December were approved.   

2. Treasurer.  No report. 

3. Editor.  Everyone should receive the newsletter on the first of the month or very shortly there-
after. If you do not, please notify him: g4trains at gmail.com  

Old Business  

4. 2022 Officers.  2022 Officers decided on the Xmas train: Pres. and website manager Mike 
Sypult; Vice-Pres. Larry Cain; Secretary Malcolm Cleaveland; Treas. Rose Ann Hofer; Program/Activity 
Hugh Harris; District 7 Nat. Dir. Ken Eddy; Nat. Rep. and newsletter editor Jim Gattis. 

5.  National NRHS Information. Ken Eddy said the NRHS spring conference will be Feb. 26, all 
Zoom. Rail camps in both venues are a go for 2022; applications open Jan. 1 and Garon Lee is our can-
didate. The 2022 convention will be held at Knott’s Berry Farm. 

6.  Hosting the NRHS Fall Conference.  Ken Eddy and Hugh Harris said the Fall conference will be 
Sept. 22-25 in Northwest Arkansas, supported by the A&M. It will have a trip to Van Buren on Friday, 
a meeting on Saturday, and a five-hour excursion to Monett on Sunday.  

7. Storage.  Allison Lee had scouted five storage facilities. A small, climate-controlled space rents 
for about $50/month. We need to finalize this after looking at the facilities. Multiple keys to the facili-
ty should be distributed to the officers so we are not tied to the availability of one or two people. We 
need to finalize this to take the load off Allison.  

New Business 

8. Presentations.  We always are in need of volunteers to present.  

9. Chapter Donation.  Lynn Cleaveland raised the topic of our non-profit status, which may be in 
danger if we do not make more donations from the accumulating interest. We need an accounting of 
how much our investments are making quarterly and annually, and suggestions about where support 
from that interest should go, e.g., the Ft. Smith Trolley Museum, A&M Museum, NWA Foodbank, etc.  

Announcements 

10. Membership Renewal.  It is renewal time, both chapter and national. $12/person for chapter 
only, send a check (preferably with the filled out application form that was sent by the President in a 
prior email) to “Ms. R. R. Hofer, 5 Breton Lane, Bella Vista, AR 72715”. Go to NRHS.com to renew at 
national for $50, plus $7 for additional family members.  

11. Train Show.  Annual NWA Train Show at Bentonville County Fairgrounds on Saturday, Febru-
ary 26. We will set up Friday and distribute Engineer’s certificates this year if we get enough people to 
help. Masks will be required. If you can help, please email the President.  

See you 7 pm on February 17, either at the Shiloh Museum or on Zoom. Watch your email for the an-
nouncement. 

Malcolm Cleaveland, Secretary, ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Society  

http://www.arkrailfan.com
http://www.condrenrail.com
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Tales of people coloring outside of the lines. 

  Wrong Way, No Way  

 Came across this November 2018 story in the Monroe News-Star. A little past 8 pm, an out-of-state 
driver on Louisiana 2 in Mer Rouge turned right ... right into a Union Pacific freight. If he had deferred the 
turn for another 50 ft, he would have turned onto another highway. From the photos of his destroyed 
pickup, the driver was most fortunate to be able to leave the hospital after treatment.   

  

  Bozo Texino  

 The Fall 2021 issue of The Eagle, published quarterly by the Missouri Pacific Historical Society, pre-
sented a unique article about James McKinley, written by Charlie Duckworth. McKinley worked for the 
International & Great Northern, later Missouri Pacific, in South Texas in the early and mid-1900s. But 
there was another side to this railroader, one of a humorist writer and artist. His work, published in 
newspapers and magazines, often consisted of fanciful stories built on the slightest grain of truth, and 
could be accompanied by a pipe smoking, cowboy hat wearing caricature who went by the moniker Bozo 
Texino. Long before spray paint can graffiti defaced railroad rolling stock, sightings of the simple carica-
tures that he chalked on the sides of boxcars were reported from the Northeast to Mexico City.  

 Mr. Duckworth expanded his article to include a creative piece that Mr McKinley apparently admired 
and saved in a scrapbook. During the depths of the Depression, a humor magazine called Ballyhoo ran a 
faux advertisement, with a hobo on the underside rods of a boxcar, riding the “Cynic Limited” on the 
“Miserable Pacific Lines”. 

 

  How Often Do Trains Strike Planes?  

 News outlets reported that on January 9, after takeoff from a Southern California airport, a small plane 
with only the pilot aboard went down ... on active railroad tracks. A police sergeant reportedly asked to 
stop Metrolink trains on the track (the news did not explain just how or if the request was transmitted), 
but as the police were struggling to extricate the injured but conscious man from the plane, crossing 
lights began to flash as a train barreled down on them. Officers removed the man and scurried away a few 
seconds before the train, horn blasting, slammed through the plane. The police response had been quick 
because the plane had touched down at a rail-street crossing only a couple of blocks from a police station.   

 

  Competition for Great Northern’s Mountain Goat  

 During a Christmas holiday visit, our kindergarten granddaughter, who is enamored with mermaids 
and other magical creatures, took note of a Tucker Smith drawing on a wall, depicting a Big Boy pulling a 
freight by the bluffs near Green River, Wyo. In large letters, the print reads “The Union Pacific Railroad”. 
She exclaimed to her brother “Look, the Unicorn Pacific Railroad!” 
Then she held up a book with the word “unicorn” in it, and remarked, 
“I think they (meaning the drawing) made a mistake; they left out a 
couple of letters.” 

     

  Not Exactly the City of New Orleans  

 The accommodations in this recently-seen Illinois Central coach 
probably are somewhat inferior to those that were offered by the 
“other” Illinois Central.                                                                                                       

Off the Rails    
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 Richard C. Dohrman told me this story nearly 50 
years ago, when he was a Sales Representative and 
I was Chief Clerk in the Kansas City Southern Dallas 
sales office. Sadly, Dick and his wife Willie Jean 
passed away years ago, so I’m unable to pinpoint 
the exact date of this incident. 

 Dick was born and raised in Kansas City. Willie 
Jean was from Kinsley, Kansas, some 300 miles to 
the west. They met at the University of Kansas in 
Lawrence and were married in the early 1950’s.  
After graduation, he worked in Kansas City for the 
Western Weighing & Inspection Bureau, before 
landing a position as a Sales Representative for the 

Chicago Great Western. He held passes on several 
railroads in order to call on out-of-town customers. 

 Best I can recall, Willie Jean’s mother passed 
away in the late 1950’s. Dick’s Santa Fe pass would 
give his family free passage to Kinsley, but No. 123, 
Grand Canyon, leaving Kansas City Union Station at 
9:30 pm and arriving in Kinsley at 4:18 the next 
morning, was the only one-train option that even-
ing. However, the Santa Fe agent offered him a cou-
ple of alternatives. 

 One was the Chief, No. 19, departing KCUS at 
4:55 pm. Since speedster No. 19 stopped only at the 
larger towns, this meant going 36 miles beyond 
Kinsley to Dodge City. Another option was to get off 
the Chief in Newton at 7:45 pm, connect with No. 
311, the Newton−Great Bend−Dodge City local, 
leaving less than an hour later, with a scheduled 
arrival in Kinsley 11:19 pm. Dick decided going to 
Dodge was the better choice and phoned Willie 

The Chief Will Stop In 
Kinsley Tonight 

 The Scrambler would like to print YOUR 

railroad story; we can help “write it up”.       

Contact the editor  G4Trains at gmail.com  

- continues next page - 

Above: Kinsley, in western Kansas, is where the ATSF line from Great Bend, following 
the curves of the Arkansas River, joined the St John-cutoff main line. 

Some salient facts. In the late 1950s, Kinsley, the 
county seat, had a population of 2300. Back then, 
when roads, communications, and weather fore-
casting were not what they are today, getting caught 
in a Prairie blizzard could be life-threatening. When a 
storm was approaching, every minute mattered. 

 by Gerald Hook − Russellville, AR  
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Jean’s relatives asking for someone to meet them in 
Dodge City at 10:07 pm. 

 Driving to Union Station, the radio reported that 
a strong blizzard in eastern Colorado was barreling 
into Kansas, which would make driving to and from 
Dodge City very hazardous. Dick told the Chief’s 
conductor their story and settled in for a long even-
ing. Approaching Newton, they were in the process 
of getting to the vestibule to detrain when the con-
ductor stopped Dick to show him one of his train 
orders. It read: “19 WILL STOP IN KINSLEY”. Snow 
was already falling as the family returned their 
seats. 

 Less than two hours later, a trainman helped 
Dick move their luggage to the vestibule. The con-
ductor opened the upper half of the Dutch door to a 
full blown blizzard. The train was still moving at 
high speed as Dick recognized landmarks on the 

adjacent highway on the east side of Kinsley. He 
wondered, “Are we going to stop?” 

 Another crewman lowered the trap (over the 
train car stairs), kicking up snow that swirled about 
the vestibule. Just then, Dick was thrown off bal-
ance by the train’s brakes. The conductor leaned 
out with his lantern and signaled: five cars – four 
cars – three cars – two cars – one car. That’ll do!  

 They stepped onto a narrow 20-foot long, snow 
free path that one of Willie Jean’s uncles had fin-
ished shoveling about five minutes before their ar-
rival. Dick helped Willie Jean, and her uncle took 
the two girls into the station. Turning back to the 
platform to get their luggage, he caught a momen-
tary glimpse of the red markers as the blizzard 
swallowed the Chief. 

 Dick estimated it took less than 30 seconds to get 
his family and luggage off the train.  

 Rail Stories:  The Chief Will Stop In Kinsley Tonight   (continued) 

Below:  Parts of a late 1950s ATSF timetable. 


