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month, 7:00 pm − chapter meetings typically include a 
railroad presentation followed by a business session. 

Rail Places: Piggott, Ark. 
The preserved former SSW depot and 
a caboose at Piggott. The UP main line 
is to the right of the fence. 
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From 2021 to 2022  
 News from 2021 that may continue to be noteworthy in 2022. 

   In 2021, Surface Transportation Board actions suggested growing 
concerns about practices among the big roads, from the effects of 
precision scheduled railroading on shippers, to their dispatching de-
lays to passenger trains. 

   Not too long ago, many shortlines affiliated with Kansas City 
Southern filed with the STB to renew and extend their leases. After 
Canadian Pacific’s March filing with the STB to purchase KCS, this 
flurry of applications seems to have been more than a coincidence.  
STB proceedings in 2022 will determine the fate of the proposed 
merger. 

   In concert with the Lake Providence (La.) Port Commission and 
others, North Louisiana & Arkansas, owned by Arkansas Shortlines, 
is trying to force the sale of a part of Delta Southern that is used only 
for car storage. At the present, NLA only has an outlet at McGehee on 
the north end, to Union Pacific. If the STB approves, it would give 
NLA customers a new southward outlet through the still-active part 
of Delta Southern to Tallulah, La. and Kansas City Southern.  

   The relatively new Joplin-based Jaguar Transport Holdings, con-
trolled by an Ontario, Canada pension fund, acquired more opera-
tions in adjacent states.  JTH holdings include the very-short West 
Memphis Base Railroad. 

WELCOME ABOARD all new and renewing members! 

MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter membership is $12 per year.  

Please make checks payable to ABMT NRHS.  

 National Railway Historical Society individual membership is $50 per 

year; more household members can be added for $7 per person.  

Please refer to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com for complete details. 
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   THE SCRAMBLER welcomes your 

input!   Send content (articles, 

stories, news, photos) to the editor.  

   We strive to provide accurate and 

complete information in The Scram-

bler newsletters. Please send correc-

tions to the editor.  

   DEADLINE for The Scrambler is 

the 1st day of each month. The edi-

tor reserves the right to edit, hold, 

or omit material at the editor’s dis-

cretion. Space for longer articles 

may already be committed months 

in advance. 

The Arkansas-Boston Mountains 

Chapter of the National Railway 

Historical Society, Inc. is a non-

profit, 501(c)(3) educational organi-

zation incorporated under the laws 

of the State of Arkansas. 

  Visit our website at: 

www.ArkRailFan.com  

http://www.nrhs.com
mailto:G4Trains@gmail.com
mailto:ArkyRail@outlook.com
http://www.arkrailfan.com
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1. How to Join the Thursday Evening Chapter Meeting Remotely Using Zoom 

 To join the online chapter meetings, download the FREE Zoom app on a computer, smart phone, or 
tablet that has a microphone and camera. Do this at least one day in advance.  

  If using a computer, then download the Zoom Cloud Meetings App at https://zoom.us/download 

  If using a smart phone or tablet, then go to the app store, search for Zoom Cloud Meetings 

To test it in advance of the meeting or to ask questions, contact Mike Sypult at ArkyRail at outlook.com  

HINT: Early in the day, set an alarm for 5 minutes before the meeting starts, so you can login in time.  

At meeting time, go to:  https://zoom.us/j/3593844541?pwd=Z0V2OUFXRlRyV0lWOUt4a1dqK2NNQT09 

 Depending upon your device, you may also need:    Meeting ID: 359 384 4541      Password: 1Ru4np  

Don’t overlook these necessary steps!!!  When the Zoom screen appears, you may be asked to 

 1. Join with Video    and    2. Join with Computer Audio. 

Please silence any nearby phones, televisions, etc., or close the door to the room where you are. 

 

2. Ongoing Chapter Website Problems 
 The website’s built-in email function bungled the Scrambler distribution in early November. The yet-
undiagnosed problem repeated itself when the publication was sent in early December.  

 

3. Time to Renew Annual Membership 

 Time to renew your Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter annual membership, $12 per person. Please 
make checks payable to ABMT NRHS. See the form inserted at the end of this edition for details.  

 If you have not already done so, consider joining [ https://nrhs.com/membership/ ] the National Railway 
Historical Society. The $50 annual dues lets you receive the Bulletin four times per year, plus the NRHS 
News − covering preservation, railfan, and chapter news − six times per year. But as they say on the late 
night infomercials, wait, there’s more to indulge your railroad hobby, such as the annual NRHS conven-
tions and conferences. Your national membership card is good for discounts at dozens of railroad muse-
ums. But most of all, supporting the national organization allows you to “give back”, and actually play a 
part in railroad history preservation, with activities such as NRHS Railway Heritage Grants, NRHS Herit-
age Film Collection, and NRHS RailCamp. Check it out at https://nrhs.com/  

 

4. CP + KCS = Paperwork  

 On December 3 alone, there were 21 separate filings submitted to the Surface Transportation Board 
related to the Canadian Pacific acquisition of Kansas City Southern. On December 13, there were 30. 

 Shareholders of both companies voted in early December to approve the merger. The proposed combi-
nation still awaits U.S. government approval. 

Chapter & General News 

 

The January chapter meeting is set to be in-person, but the Zoom option will still be available.  

MEETING LOCATION: Shiloh Museum main building, 118 W. Johnson Ave., Springdale, Ark.   

All chapter members are encouraged to join the Chapter’s   ABM-NRHS@groups.io   listserv, in order 

to be aware of current information. To join the listserv, contact Mitch Marmel  marmelmm at gmail.com 

January 20 7 pm Chapter meeting: History of Fort Smith Railroad Bridges, by John Dill 

February 26, Sat.  19th Annual Great Northwest Ark. Model Train Show, Benton Co. Fairgrounds 

mailto:ArkyRail@outlook.com
https://zoom.us/j/3593844541?pwd=Z0V2OUFXRlRyV0lWOUt4a1dqK2NNQT09
https://nrhs.com/membership/
https://nrhs.com/
mailto:marmelmm@gmail.com
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- continues next page - 

Above: The chapter 
members and guests on 
board the vintage A&M 
parlor car for a leisurely 
ride and dinner.  

 

Left: Invited guests Angie 
Albright (the new Direc-
tor) and Rachel Whitaker 
of the Shiloh Museum in 
Springdale. 

 

–Photos by Mike Sypult   

5. Chapter 2021 Holiday Dinner Train in Pictures 

 After a Covid-induced hiatus in 2020, the chapter  
resumed its practice of a Christmas dinner train 
ride on the A&M, on December 10. Hugh Harris had 

contacted Brenda Rouse to secure the parlor car-
with-rear-open platform “Explorer”, No. 107, built 
in the 1950s for the Long Island RR. 
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- continues next page - 

 Steve Tharp and Mike Sypult are luxuriating in an open platform experience. –Photo by Gary McCullah 

 Given the dapper beard, Mitch Marmel in the trainmen’s hat looked more like Santa than the guy in 
the red suit!                                                                                                                    –Photo by Mike Sypult   
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Clockwise from upper left:  

Malcolm and Lynn Cleaveland with the Christmas spirit. 

 

Steve and Nancy Tharp converse with Rose Ann Hofer during the 
gift exchange.  

 

Brooks and Allison Lee, parents of our RailCamp student, Garon.  

 

Hugh Harris with his son Mark and Mark’s wife Linda. Thanks go 
to Hugh for taking lead in organizing the Christmas dinner train.  

 

Claire McCullah, who organized the Dirty Santa gift exchange, 
and husband Gary. 

                                                                         –Photos by Mike Sypult   
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 Chapter and General News   (continued) 

ABMT NRHS Chapter Meeting Minutes   ̶  December 10, 2021 

The January meeting is set to be in-person at the Shiloh Museum. 

See top of page 3.     VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 

  Recent Arkansas & Missouri Series  

 Great job with the A&M series, especially this last one that focused on the middle section. My daughter 
is at the UofA, so I'm in Fayetteville quite a bit and I had no idea that the Frisco had a branch that broke 
off at Fayetteville and went all the way down to Fort Gibson. I see those gons sitting on the old branch line 
by Razorback Road all the time and wondered how far it went! I also had no idea about the other branch 
line that broke off at Rogers. I was lucky enough to be Assistant Trainmaster in Van Buren during the last 
days of the BN and the beginning of the A&M, and it was something to behold and so impressive how it 
has turned out.                                                                                                                       Pat Meriwether 

   The Mailbag    

Address: ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Soc., PO Box 1303, Springdale, AR 72765-1303  

 An abbreviated business meeting of Arkansas−Boston Mountains Chapter of the National Railway His-
torical Society was conducted by President Mike Sypult during the A&M Christmas excursion in the par-
lor car, complete with Santa, on Friday, December 10. In attendance were 20 people, including two repre-
sentatives of the Shiloh Museum, Angie Albright and Rachel Whitaker. 

 The A&M did a fine job with the train and meal. Claire McCullah led the Dirty Santa gift exchange, 
which was enjoyed by all.  

Business Items 

1. Minutes.  The minutes for November were approved.   

2. 2022 Officers.  The 2021 officers were elected by acclamation for 2022.  

3. Membership Renewal.  It is renewal time, both chapter and national. $12/person chapter. Go 
to NRHS.com to renew at national.    

Announcements 

4. Train Show.  The annual NWA Train Show is at Bentonville County Fairgrounds on Saturday, 
February 26. We will set up Friday and distribute Engineer’s certificates this year.  

5. Meetings.  The President will talk to Angie Albright about resuming in-person meetings at Shiloh 
Museum. Will continue to offer the Zoom option.   

See you 7 pm on January 20, 2022 either by Zoom or at the Shiloh Museum. Watch your email for the an-
nouncement. 

Malcolm Cleaveland, Secretary, ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Society  

6. Former Rock Island Moving Toward Trail Conversion  

 The Missouri Central Railroad, owner of much of the former Rock Island (St Louis, Kansas City & Colo-
rado) between Kansas City and St Louis via Eldon, conveyed 144 miles of right-of-way in December to the 
Missouri Department of Natural Resources. The two entities had previously executed an Interim Trail Use 
Agreement. When combined with a segment already acquired by the state, this action creates a rail-
banked right-of-way between Pleasant Hill and Beaufort, Mo. that can be converted into a recreational 
path, the Rock Island Trail.  
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 In the far-northeastern tip of Arkan-
sas, slightly east of Crowley’s Ridge, lies 
the town of Piggott, one of the two seats 
of Clay County. (Yes, Arkansas has a 
number of counties with two seats, a 
vestige of the days of horse-drawn travel 
made even more difficult by geographic 
obstacles.) In less than 10 miles to either 
the north or the east of Piggott, you will 
cross into Missouri.  

 Passing through on a recent Sunday 
afternoon, the courthouse square left the 
impression that this town of slightly under 4000 
was holding its own, unlike so many other small 
towns in the heartland. And the trip also engen-
dered curiosity about the story behind the present-
day depot.  

Piggott Started Slow, But Caught Up 

 A post office named Piggott was established in 
this densely forested area in the early 1870s. The 
arrival of the railroad in the early 1880s enabled 
timber companies to clear the land, eventually cre-
ating the open fields that one sees today. A commu-
nity named Huston developed along the new rails, 
but the relocation of the Piggott post office to the 
trackside town caused the town name to change to 
Piggott.  

 This railroad was the Texas & St. Louis. Begun in 
1879 to supersede the Tyler Tap Railroad, its initial 
focus was building a three-foot gauge line from 
northeastern Texas into central Texas.. But due to 
difficulties with doing business with the new owner 
of the Iron Mountain rail connection in Texarkana, 
Jay Gould, the company decided in 1881 to aim 
northeastward. By September 1882, the Official 
Guide included a timetable for the Texas & St Louis 
Railway “Cotton Belt Route” Northern Division, con-
necting Cairo, Ill. with Jonesboro, Ark. In 1883, 

T&SL completed the missing pieces, thus forming a 
through route from Texas across Arkansas and 
southeastern Missouri to the Mississippi River.  

  In 1884, the T&SL went into receivership. It re-
formed in 1886 as the St Louis, Arkansas & Texas 
Railway. Also in 1886, its rails in Arkansas were 
widened to standard (4 ft–8½ in) gauge. The road 
again went into receivership again in 1889. In 1891, 
the line emerged under its longer-enduring name, 
St Louis Southwestern (SSW).  

 Among the stations included in the initial Official 
Guide timetables were Malden, Mo. and St Francis, 
Ark., located a short distance from the river of the 
same name that forms the western border of the 
Missouri bootheel. The next station listed south of 
St Francis was Rector, 15 miles away; there was no 
listing for where Piggott now sits, a straight 5.8 
miles south-southwest of St Francis. It was not until 
the first half of the 1890s that Piggott appeared on 
the system map, and mid-1898 before it gained a 
line in the Official Guide schedule. Some of those 
burgs that were in the initial timetables can no 
longer be found, while latecomer Piggott did well. 

 But the SSW was not to be sole occupant of this 
corner for long. 

  highlighting locations 

you may want to visit  

Piggott, Ark. 
 text and photos by J. L. Gattis 

If you have a news story about a railroad place, 

submit it to the editor at G4Trains at gmail.com  

- continues next page - 

Right: The Piggott SSW station now 
houses the Chamber of Commerce. 
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 RailPlaces: Piggott, Ark.   (continued) 

Comparing two Cotton Belt Route schedules. Upper, the newly-completed Northern Division listed no stations 
between St Francis and Rector in 1882. Then, it took almost 12 hours to travel between Cairo and Jonesboro.  
Lower, the mid-1890s saw Piggott finally gain a line in the schedule published in the Official Guide. By now, it 
had become a six hour trip between Cairo, Ill. and Jonesboro, Ark. 
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Frisco Was Ubiquitous in Northeast Arkansas 

 Maps of the early 1900s showed a pike called St 
Louis, Kennett & Southeastern emanating from Pig-
gott toward the southeast. After paralleling the 
west side of the St Francis River for a way, it turned 
east to cross the river and enter Kennett, in the Mis-
souri bootheel. Before incorporation in 1906, it had 
been Campbell & St Francis Valley, a private narrow
-gauge logging road associated with Campbell Lum-
ber Company. It initially served Campbell, Mo., but 
as it eventually evolved, most of its route-miles lay 
within Arkansas.  

 The SLK&SE began to convert to standard gauge 
around 1909, and for a while was reported to be 
operating some segments as narrow, some as 
standard, and some as dual gauge. Also around this 
time, the road abandoned its rails to Campbell, and 
laid rails to Piggott. By early 1910, it was listing 
passenger service over the 19 miles between Ken-
nett and Piggott, with no mention of Campbell. 

There were other lengths listed as “service irregu-
lar”; we can suppose they were essentially logging 
operations, which may or many not have had primi-
tive accommodations for any intrepid passengers. 

 The St Louis−San Francisco leased it in 1927. A 
1991 All Aboard (publication of the former Frisco 
Railroad Museum) told how the SLK&SE took deliv-
ery of gasoline-powered Edwards Railway Motor 
Car No. 80 and trailer No. 81 in 1924. These two 25-
foot long cars provided passenger service between 
Kennett and Piggott.   

 Approaching Piggott from the northwest was the  
Butler County Railroad. Evolving from a cooperage 
company, BLC incorporated in 1905, and initially 
only extended a few miles from Poplar Bluff, Mo. 
However, within a decade, the standard-gauge line 
had made it to Piggott, but still, the majority of the 
BLC’s length was on the Missouri side of the state 
line. In addition to its own telegraph and telephone 
lines, the company 

 RailPlaces: Piggott, Ark.   (continued) 

- text continues page 14 - 

Right: In this freight 
interchange map. it 
was a stretch for the 
SLK&SE to refer to 
itself as a “System”. 
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Piggott Depots in 1915 
 This is the upper half of the map on 
the following page. There is some map 
overlap; the Butler County RR depot 
appears on both pages.  
PINK: brick building 
YELLOW: frame building 

SSW passenger and 
freight depot 

platform 

SLK&SE passenger 
and freight depot 

Butler County 
passenger  

depot 

SSW to 
 St Louis 

hotel across the 
street from the 

SSW depot 

boarding house 
across the street 

from depot 

2 restaurants 
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Butler County 
passenger  

depot 

Butler County 
freight depot 

Butler County RR 
to Poplar Bluff 

SLK&SE to Kennett 

SSW to 
Pine Bluff 
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 RailPlaces: Piggott, Ark.   (continued) 

 Timetables of the 1920s for the St Louis, Kennett & Southeastern and the Butler County. Before the decade 
was over, both would be controlled by the Frisco.  
 Note the pattern: for both railroads, the first passenger train left the principal city (Kennett or Poplar Bluff) 
at breakfast time, then upon arriving at Piggott, turned and headed back to the start. This was repeated in the 
afternoon. 
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 RailPlaces: Piggott, Ark.   (continued) 

operated the telephone systems in three small 
towns along the way. In 1916, passenger equipment 
was listed as one motorcar, two coaches, and two 
combines; flatcars made up the majority of the 
freight rolling stock. The BLC likewise came under 
Frisco control in 1927.  

 An early 1900’s map shows that both the 
SLK&SE and the Butler County had depots south of 
the Cotton Belt’s, along Front Street. The SLK&SE 
rails and depot were to the east of the SSW tracks. 
The Butler County RR had separate structures for 
passengers and for freight, both on the west side of 
the SSW alignment. 

 Interestingly, before the Frisco controlled both 
the SLK&SE and the BLC, the two short lines tan-
gled in court. It seems that to access the Meyers 
Stave & Manufacturing Company (or was it Myers?) 
plant and other customers south of downtown Pig-
gott that were on the SLK&SE rails, BLC had to de-
liver cars to SLK&SE, then SLK&SE would provide 
switching for the last few feet of service. The parties 
were not satisfied with timeliness of SLK&SE 
switching operations, and wanted BLC to be al-
lowed to construct a track across the SLK&SE to di-
rectly serve the customers. To no one’s surprise, the 
SLK&SE opposed the move. 

 A 1934 timetable listed train Nos. 895 and 896 
as a daily Frisco motorcar round-trip pair between 
Poplar Bluff and Kennett via Piggott. On Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Saturday, mixed train No. 830 went  
from Kennett to Poplar Junction (0.8 mile from Pop-
lar Bluff), while on Monday, Wednesday, and Fri-
day, No. 831 made the reverse trip.  

Evolution of the Rails, the Town, the Depot 

 The Cotton Built tracks through Piggott soldier 
on as an integral part of Union Pacific’s operations 
between St Louis and Texas.  The St Louis−San 
Francisco tracks have met the same fate as so many 
of its branches in northeastern Arkansas and south-
eastern Missouri. Per the Frisco.org website, the 
rails to Poplar Bluff were abandoned in 1951, the 
ones eastward toward Kennett in 1958. Although 
the SLSF lines in Piggott are long since gone, a 
memory of them remains, as the former roadbed 
southwest of downtown is now Frisco Lane. 

 The City purchased the Cotton Belt depot and 
moved it to the south and across the tracks. In the 
1980s, it served as the Street Department shed. Af-
ter the City constructed a new building for the 
street operation, a movement arose to return the 
former depot to near its original location. This came 
to pass in the late 1990s, and was followed by the 
acquisition of the caboose. A civic-minded citizen, 
the late George Forrest, who moved back to Piggott 
after retiring, was instrumental in acquiring the ca-
boose. 

 Piggott Chamber of Commerce occupies the for-
mer Cotton Belt depot, trackside at 100 W. Main 
Street. Displayed on an exterior side is an enlarged 
photograph of a large crowd outside the depot and 
a World War I-era troop train. Near the wooden 
structure is a bay-window caboose lettered as SSW 
No. 119156. A table in the building came from one 
of the other former depots in Piggott.  

 The former Cotton Belt depot is one of many 
structures included in the Piggott Commercial His-
toric District of the National Register of Historic 
Places, established about a decade ago. Even though 
plantings and a waist-high brick wall detract from 
the authenticity of the historic building and ca-
boose, it’s still a plus that the depot and caboose 
survived the wrecking crew. 

 The small community has had a couple of 
brushes with national fame. The parents of Paul-
ine Pfeiffer, the second wife of author Ernest Hem-
ingway, lived in Piggott, so some of Hemingway’s 
writing was done in the town. And although most 
of us today associate the late actor Andy Griffith 
with comedy, his first major role was of a rather 
dark character in “A Face in the Crowd”, which 
was partly filmed in Piggott, and premiered in 
1957. Other mid-1900s stars in the cast included 
Patricia Neal, Anthony Franciosa, and Walter Mat-
thau; Lee Remick debuted in this film. 

 If you travel to Piggott, also stop and visit the 
Hemingway-Pfeiffer Museum and Educational 
Center at 1021 West Cherry Street. Maintained by 
Arkansas State University, it includes the house 
and barn with the studio in which Hemingway 
found privacy to write.  
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Left:  Piggott mapped in 1940. 
The widely-spaced brown contour 
lines (at five-foot intervals) east 
of the SSW tracks indicate very 
flat land, while the closely-spaced 
contour lines west of the rails 
show slightly rolling terrain, 
which is climbing up to Crowley’s 
Ridge further west. Thus, the 
original Texas & St Louis seems to 
have been routed close to the 
interface of the flat with the roll-
ing country. 

Former Butler County 
RR to Poplar Bluff 

Former 
SLK&SE to 

Kennett 

SSW to 
Pine Bluff 

SSW to 
St Louis 

 RailPlaces: Piggott, Ark.   (continued) 

Right: Piggott was never a 
junction or other major spot on 
the Cotton Belt. At Paragould, 
south of Piggott, there was 
once a branch (Paragould & 
Southeastern) going eastward. 
To the north at Malden were 
two branches: one going south, 
and the former main line going 
east. 

- continues next page - 
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 RailPlaces: Piggott, Ark.   (continued) 

Following Leads from the Frisco Publication 

 Even though full context may be lacking, still, interesting tidbits from the past can be gleaned from old 
publications such as The Frisco Employes’ Magazine (yes, it was spelled “..es” at the end).  

 In September 1927, a banner read “Frisco Acquires Two New Roads Thru I.C.C. Approval, Aug. 15”. 
These two entities, with a combined 67 miles of line, were Butler County Railroad and the St. Louis, Ken-
nett & Southeastern Railroad. (Adding the separate miles of line for the two roads, I got 70 miles ―Ed.) 
This story stated the Butler County was organized in 1907 (other sources said 1905 ―Ed.). At first, it 
transported logs from a large Great Western Land Co. tract to a mill in Poplar Bluff. The BLC evolved to 
have a 34-miles main, plus a 16-mile branch extending from the main at Osprey, Ark. to Tipperary, Ark. 

 Reported in November 1927 was that effective September 1, the Frisco had taken over the Butler 

County Railroad and the St. Louis, Kennett & Southeastern Railroad. These acquisitions became the River 
Division, Leachville Subdivision, Piggott Branch. The Frisco’s permanent agent at Piggott was M. C. Gold-
smith, and at Pollard, Ark. (northwest of Piggott) was Mrs. Mary B. Alexander. The SLK&SE station at Pig-
gott was closed, with “accounts taken over by the agent of the Butler County Railroad”. 

 In the September 1929 issue, the “For Meritorious Service” column noted that Conductor E. E. Roland 
had been awarded “ten merits” for his involvement in clearing a disabled Hemphill Lumber engine from 
the main line at Piggott. Further research led to a website stating that a J. M. Hemphill Lumber Company 
operated three mills in Mississippi in the early decades of the 1900s. But no Arkansas connections for this 
company were found. Separately, and more likely, there was a Hemphill Lumber Co. based in Kennett, 
Mo., that specifically mentioned trading in yellow cypress and hardwood. In the area, yellow cypress was 
said to be more common than pine for a building material. Although no mention of a Hemphill locomotive 
was unearthed, we can probably assume it most definitely was not a Northern. 

Below: Clay County, Ark. railroads mapped in 1915. The Frisco did have a line southward from Campbell to 
Kennett, but entirely on the Missouri side of the river. The mapmakers color-coded a line west from Kennett 
across the St Francis River, then turning sharply to the northeast, in green, i.e., SLSF, but I could not find other 
maps from this era that agreed with this labeling. Can any readers weigh-in on this: was the map showing the 
Frisco going west from Kennett into Arkansas correct, or in error? 
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