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Along the Arkansas & Missouri:  

the Mid-Section 

Visitors are welcome to chapter meetings.  
We have been meeting ONLINE, but if the pandemic situation 

improves, may resume in-person meetings      SEE PAGE 3 
    WHEN: January thru November, the third Thursday of the 

month, 7:00 pm − chapter meetings typically include a 
railroad presentation and a business session. 

In the consist of this Rogers job is a representative cross 
section of A&M business: building materials, refrigerated 
food, and, in those trailing hoppers, is it sand or grain?              
–Photo by J. L. Gattis 
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Merry Christmas  
 

 There is not a chapter meeting in December. How-

ever, the chapter is on board for a holiday dinner train 

departing at 6:00 pm on Friday, December 10. Suggest 

getting there MANY minutes early, to allow time to 

find a parking spot and then make your way to the car 

reserved for the chapter. For those who already sent 

their money to reserve a seat and a plate, also bring a 

wrapped, railroad-themed gift for the “dirty Santa” 

gift exchange, i.e., where everyone draws a number, 

then you choose either a yet-unopened gift, or one 

that someone else had previously opened. 

 As for the next regular third-Thursday-of-the-month 

chapter meeting in January, stay tuned. Mike plans to 

inquire about resuming live meetings at the Shiloh 

Museum in Springdale, but with the appearance of 

the new “O” mutation, who can predict what will be 

coming down the track.   

WELCOME ABOARD all new and renewing members! 

MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter membership is $12 per year.  

Please make checks payable to ABMT NRHS.  

 National Railway Historical Society individual membership is $50 per 

year; more household members can be added for $7 per person.  

Please refer to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com for complete details. 
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   THE SCRAMBLER welcomes your 

input!   Send content (articles, 

stories, news, photos) to the editor.  

   We strive to provide accurate and 

complete information in The Scram-

bler newsletters. Please send correc-

tions to the editor.  

   DEADLINE for The Scrambler is 

the 1st day of each month. The edi-

tor reserves the right to edit, hold, 

or omit material at the editor’s dis-

cretion. Space for longer articles 

may already be committed months 

in advance. 

The Arkansas-Boston Mountains 

Chapter of the National Railway 

Historical Society, Inc. is a non-

profit, 501(c)(3) educational organi-

zation incorporated under the laws 

of the State of Arkansas. 

  Visit our website at: 

www.ArkRailFan.com  

http://www.nrhs.com
mailto:G4Trains@gmail.com
mailto:ArkyRail@outlook.com
http://www.arkrailfan.com
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1. How to Join the Thursday Evening Chapter Meeting Remotely Using Zoom 

 To join chapter meetings online, download the FREE Zoom app on a computer, smart phone, or tablet 
that has a microphone and camera. Do this at least one day in advance.  

  If using a computer, then download the Zoom Cloud Meetings App at https://zoom.us/download 

  If using a smart phone or tablet, then go to the app store, search for Zoom Cloud Meetings 

To test it in advance of the meeting or to ask questions, contact Mike Sypult at ArkyRail at outlook.com  

HINT: Early in the day, set an alarm for 5 minutes before the meeting starts, so you can login in time.  

At meeting time, go to:  https://zoom.us/j/3593844541?pwd=Z0V2OUFXRlRyV0lWOUt4a1dqK2NNQT09 

 Depending upon your device, you may also need:    Meeting ID: 359 384 4541      Password: 1Ru4np  

Don’t overlook these crucial steps!!!  When the Zoom screen appears, you may be asked to 

 1. Join with Video    and    2. Join with Computer Audio. 

Please silence any nearby phones, televisions, etc., or close the door to the room where you are. 

 

2. Ongoing Repair of Chapter Website and Scrambler Circulation List 
 Due to a problem by the company hosting the chapter website, our site disappeared for about a month. 
The site was partially restored by mid-October, but many parts were deleted, including much of the dis-
tribution list for the Scrambler. If you know someone who had been receiving the Scrambler until recent-
ly, or wishes to start receiving it, ask them to send their name and email address to G4Trains at gmail.com  ; 
we will add them as we continue to rebuild our email distribution list.  Notices of the email loss and re-
quests to resubmit an email address have been sent to Missouri Pacific Historical Society, Frisco.org, 
Heart of the Heartlands museum, KCS Historical Society, and NRHS News. 

 Also, it seems that the computer software botched the November 1 email distribution of the Scrambler. 

 

3. Time to Renew Annual Membership 

 Time to renew your Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter annual membership, $12 per person. Please 
make checks payable to ABMT NRHS. There are plan for a follow-up email with a form and instructions.  

 If you have not already done so, consider joining [ https://nrhs.com/membership/ ] the National Railway 
Historical Society. The $50 annual dues lets you receive the Bulletin four times per year, plus the NRHS 
News − covering preservation, railfan, and chapter news − six times per year. But as they say on the late 
night infomercials, wait, there’s more to indulge your railroad hobby, such as the annual NRHS conven-
tions and conferences. Your national membership card is good for discounts at dozens of railroad muse-
ums. But most of all, supporting the national organization allows you to “give back”, and actually play a 
part in railroad history preservation, with activities such as NRHS Railway Heritage Grants, NRHS Herit-
age Film Collection, and NRHS RailCamp. Check it out at https://nrhs.com/  

Chapter & General News 

 

In-person chapter meetings MAY resume in January at the Shiloh Museum in Springdale, depending 

on the status of the corona virus.  If so, the meetings will also be available via the Zoom connection. 

All chapter members are encouraged to join the Chapter’s   ABM-NRHS@groups.io   listserv, in order 

to be aware of current information. To join the listserv, contact Mitch Marmel  marmelmm at gmail.com 

December 10, Friday 6 pm Christmas Dinner Train, A&M depot in Springdale 

  Will not be a Thursday chapter meeting in December 

January 20, 2022,  Thur. 7 pm Chapter meeting: History of Fort Smith Railroad Bridges, by John Dill  

mailto:ArkyRail@outlook.com
https://zoom.us/j/3593844541?pwd=Z0V2OUFXRlRyV0lWOUt4a1dqK2NNQT09
mailto:G4Trains@gmail.com
https://nrhs.com/membership/
https://nrhs.com/
mailto:marmelmm@gmail.com
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4. Request for Chapter Members Who Also Work on the A&M 

 If you are a chapter member who volunteers for the A&M excursions or otherwise works on the A&M, 
please coordinate with Mitch Marmel to arrange a group photograph to run in a future Scrambler. 

 

5. Railroad Research: Electrically Driven Hand Brakes   

 Among the recent Federal Railroad Administration reports is one describing the development of a pro-
totype method that provides “remote automatic set and release functions from push buttons mounted on 
the side of a car, or wirelessly”. Such a system could allow car brakes to be set or released without climb-
ing ladders or stepping between car ends.  

 

6. Region Rail News: RJC Files to Continue Lease of BNSF Lines in Memphis Area 

 On September 30, the Surface Transportation Board (STB) gave a tentative green light for the R J 
Corman/Tennessee Terminal to continue its lease of 47 miles of BNSF-owned spur, lead, and yard tracks 
that extend from the intersection of Winchester and Getwell Roads in Memphis to Olive Branch, Miss. 
This switching arrangement serving many customers can be traced to a February 2006 STB decision. 

 

7. Region Rail News: Missouri Eastern RR Files to Takeover in St Louis Area 

 On October 25, the attorney for Missouri Eastern Railroad paid the $2200 filing fee to ask the Surface 
Transportation Board’s approval to purchase 43 route-miles from V&S Railway. Currently operated as 
Central Midland Rwy., the line uses the former Rock Island between Union and a point in west-suburban 
St Louis County, with trackage rights eastward to Rock Island Jct and a connection with Patriot Rail’s 10-
mile West Belt Rwy.   

 Missouri Eastern is a new creation of Jaguar Transport Holdings of Joplin, which is controlled by a Ca-
nadian pension fund. Currently under this umbrella are six railroads, including Cimarron Valley RR in 
Kansas, and West Memphis Base RR. 

 

8. Region Rail News: BNSF Rights 
Over UP West of St Louis 

 BNSF is moving to acquire overhead 
trackage rights over Union Pacific from Pa-
cific, Mo, to near Labadie, so BNSF can 
serve the Ameren power plant. The ability 
of BNSF to acquire these rights is grounded 
in a 1996 settlement related to UP’s acquisition of Southern Pacific.  

 Pacific, called Franklin in the mid-1850s, is where the original Pacific Railroad forked, with one line 
toward Kansas City, the other toward Springfield. Over the decades, as ownership evolved, it became the 
junction of the St Louis & San Francisco with the Missouri Pacific, and is now where UP and BNSF come 
side-by-side as they head toward St Louis. 

 

9. Region Rail News: More Jaguar Transport Holdings Activity, In Central Oklahoma  

 New-comer Jaguar announced plans in November to assume operation of Oklahoma Central Rail Park 
in El Reno, west of Oklahoma City. Originally created to handle sand for oil field fracking, services in the 
industrial tract will be expanded to handle additional commodities.  

 Chapter and General News   (continued) 

This 1923 map helps 
explain # 7 and 8. 
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10. Region Rail News: New Rail Customer in Port of Little Rock 

 In late October, it was announced that Trex, a producer of composite decking and related products, 
will construct a new factory on Port of Little Rock land. The agreement commits Trex to a minimum 
amount of rail car use. Switching is provided by the Port of Little Rock Railroad. 

 

11. Region Rail News: Dallas, Garland & Northeastern RR to Extend Lease of UP Rails 

 Genesee & Wyoming’s DGNO filed with the Surface Transportation Board to extend its lease for 10 
years of certain Union Pacific tracks northeast of Dallas. The initial lease began in 2001. DGNO operates 
over rails in Dallas and to the north and east, many being former Southern Pacific or Katy lines. 

 

12. Canadian Pacific, Kansas City Southern, and Something to Look Forward To 

 Earlier in 2021, when someone asked “Does anyone object to the marriage of CP and KCS?”, Canadian 
National said “I do!” But after a prolonged hiccup, CN was evicted from the ceremony, so the proposal is 
back on track. Both CP and KCS shareholders are scheduled to vote on the merger in late 2021.   

 A filing with the U.S. Surface Transporta-
tion Board projected increases shown in the 
table in average number of trains per day 
within three years, if the merger is approved.  

 Finally, a September 20 posting by Bill  
Stephens (Trains) reported that upon completion of the merger with KCS, CP will send its 4-6-4 No. 2816 
and business train on a Calgary, Alberta to Mexico City tour.  

 Double the trains, a steam locomotive by Rich Mountain ... things to look forward to ... if they actually 
will happen! 

 

13. Unusual Railroad Name 

 The company developing a 350-acre industrial tract 40 miles west of Chicago is called “325 South 
Route 31, LLC”. The railroad it is forming to operate about two miles of track is called “325 South Route 
31 Railroad”. 

Address: ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Soc., PO Box 1303, Springdale, AR 72765-1303  

 The monthly meeting of Arkansas−Boston Mountains Chapter of the National Railway Historical Socie-
ty was conducted over the internet, due to the pandemic. The meeting, hosted by President Mike Sypult, 
started at 7:10. In virtual attendance were at least 17 people on 16 connections.    

Presentation 

 Jim Gattis gave the presentation, “Mystery and Confusion, or Navigating the Information Jungle by a 
Neophyte History Researcher”. Succinctly, failure to keep records and publications that mix erroneous 
and valid information make a minefield.  

Business Items 

 1. Minutes.  The minutes for October were approved.  

 2. Treasurer.  Rose Ann Hofer reported the checking account balance of $3660.63.  

 3. Dist. 7 Director.  Ken Eddy reported the following.  

a. The NRHS distributed $75,000 in historical preservation grants to 17 recipients.  

 Chapter and General News   (continued) 

ABMT NRHS Chapter Meeting Minutes   ̶  November 18, 2021 

- continues next page - 

 Present trains/day Future trains/day 

Pittsburg Sub 13 28 

Heavener Sub 11 26 

Shreveport Sub 9 24 
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b. RailCamps in both venues are a go for 2022. Applications will open on Jan. 1, 2022, and Garon Lee is 
our candidate. 

c. There will be online meetings of the Directors and of the Advisory Council on February 26, 2022. 

d. The 2022 convention will be held at Knott’s Berry Farm in Southern California, May 16−21. 

 4. Editor.  There were major problems with the email distribution of the October newsletter, but 
we do not know the cause. The Scrambler editor said everyone should receive the newsletter on the 
first of the month or very shortly thereafter. If you do not, please notify him at G4trains at gmail.com  

 5. Programs.   

a. Nothing new to report on possibly hosting the Fall 2022 Conference in Northwest Arkansas, sup-
ported by the A&M.   

b. Hugh Harris is away from the area with a family situation, so we need to step up on presentations. 
The Xmas train is set for December, and John Dill will present in January.  

c. When we resume meeting in-person, we will re-invite Ken Albrecht, a noted rail photographer, to 
come down from Columbia to give an in-person talk.   

 6. Old Business.    

a.  Storage.  Allison Lee had scouted five storage facilities in the Springdale area. A small, climate-
controlled space rents for about $50/month. We need to finalize this after looking at the facilities. 
Multiple keys to the facility should be distributed to the officers so we are not tied to the availability 
of one or two people.  

 7. New Business.    

a. The President will talk to Angie Albright about resuming in-person meetings at the Shiloh Museum.    

b. Does anybody have contact info for Al Kaeppel or Bob Stark?   

 8. Announcements.    

a. It is membership renewal time, both chapter and national. $12/person chapter. Go to NRHS.com to 
renew at national.  

b. Saturday, Nov. 27, Tristate Model Railroaders Model Train Show & Swap Meet at Joplin History and 
Mineral Museum, 504 S. Schifferdecker Ave. An operating layout, 50 tables for sales. Adults $4. 

c. 19th Annual Great Northwest Arkansas Model Train Show at Benton County Fairgrounds on 
Saturday, February 26. We will set up Friday and distribute Engineer’s certificates this year.  

d. Christmas Dinner Train is Friday, December 10. It leaves the A&M depot at 6:00 pm sharp, so 
get there early. Send check for $30 per person (and specify either chicken, beef, or vegetarian meal) 
to R. A. Hofer, 5 Breton Lane, Bella Vista, AR 72715. Email her at  rrhofer at att.net    to inform her 
that you have sent a check in the mail. Deadline for her to receive the check is Saturday, November 
27. Space is limited to about 30 people, so don’t delay.  

Also, Claire McCullah has volunteered to do the “Secret Santa” this year, so each attendee bring a 
suitable railroad-themed gift, wrapped.  

 See you Friday, December 10 on the Christmas Dinner Train -- Mike Sypult, ABMT NRHS Web Admin 
and Zoom Facilitator.  

 The next Thursday evening chapter meeting will be January 20, 7:00 pm.  

Malcolm Cleaveland, Secretary, ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Society  

 Chapter Meeting Minutes   (continued) 
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 After previously covering the north 
and the south ends, this edition is focused 
on the area extending from the north side 
of Rogers to the south side of Fayetteville, 
which includes the headquarters and op-
erating hub of the A&M, Springdale. When 
people think of this area, probably the 
first things that come to mind are the Uni-

 The first newsletter of the Arkansas-
Boston Mountains Chapter of the NRHS 
was dated September 1987. This two-
page-long starter, by the late Martin 
Post, included some current news about 
the then-new Arkansas & Missouri Rail-
road. A month later, the next two-pager 
likewise included A&M news.  

 The October 1988 edition, edited by 
Ken Albrecht, called itself the "The 
Scrambler”. In it was a brief description 
of the former St. Louis−San Francisco's 
local freight train between Springdale 
and Monett that was to become the in-
spiration for the chapter newsletter’s 
banner. 

 Fast-forward to 2021, and it seemed 
appropriate to address one of the Na-
tional Railway Historical Society objec-
tives: to preserve the present for the fu-
ture. This is one in a series of editions 
that are presenting brief descriptions 
and a few photographs that serve to 
document the recent and present-day 
operations of "our hometown railroad", 
the Arkansas & Missouri. This coverage 
is not purported to comprise an all-
encompassing account of the A&M's op-
erations, but rather both figuratively 
and literally present a snapshot of a few 
that have been observed and captured. 

by J. L. Gattis 

Preserving the Present for the Future 

- continues next page - 
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 Along the A&M - Mid-Section   (continued) 

Above: Setting the 
brake after nudging a 
boxcar so its doors 
better align with one 
of the Pepper Source 
loading doors.   

 
–Photos by J. L. Gattis 

 
Left: After wrapping up 

work at Pepper 
Source, time to re-
mount and proceed 
southward, long-
hood forward. 

- continues next page - 

versity of Arkansas and the offices of national com-
panies such as Walmart, Tyson, and J. B. Hunt. But 
the area is also home to a number of entities that 
create freight for the A&M: the customer base rang-
es from poultry and frozen foods, to construction 
materials, to scrap metals. Plus, Springdale is home 
base for the Monett turn to the north end of the 
line, and the Ft Smith turn to the south end.  

Working the Rogers North Side  

  The north side of this area is as good of a place as 

any to begin an overview of A&M activity. And a 
highly visible customer is across the tracks from 
busy U.S. Highway 62 at the north edge of Rogers, 
Pepper Source, Ltd. This company is headquartered 
in Metairie, La. Their Rogers facility sees a steady 
stream of tank cars and boxcars on their siding, 
which demand fairly regular switching moves, often 
during midday. A Rogers local usually performs the 
chores, but the Monett Turn has been seen working 
the siding. 
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 Along the A&M - Mid-Section   (continued) 

 Between here and downtown Rogers are scrap 
metal companies that produce a steady flow of gon-
dola movements.  

 Among the scrap metal sites north of downtown  
Rogers is the switch to the former branch to Ben-
tonville and Grove, Okla. Now cut back to Water 
Tower Road at the Northwest Arkansas Community 
College campus, the remnant has a half-dozen sid-

ings and spurs to serve online customers. 

 Almost on top of the turnout to the former Grove 
branch is a spur suppling a customer with compo-
nents for ready-mix concrete. Further south, other 
shippers are also hungry for hoppers to feed their 
concrete mixers, and for boxcars to transport pack-
aging such as boxes and cartons.  

 On a north Rogers spur, bringing the loaded gondolas across the scale one car at a time, to weight the scrap 
metal. The power is a former Erie Mining, then Ohio Central Alco C420.                       –Photos by J. L. Gattis        

 Weighing completed and a switchman holding on to the left side at the front of the trailing gon, the string 
moves back onto the main line and heads south in advance of the returning Monett Turn.                                                                                                                                  

- text continues page 12 - 
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 Along the A&M - Mid-Section   (continued) 

At a sand unloading siding, the yellow-vest-wearing crew is calling in to report (above) before mounting 
up and moving on (below).        

           –Photos by J. L. Gattis 



 December 2021       THE  SCRAMBLER, Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter, NRHS     www.ArkRailFan.com       Page 11  

 Along the A&M - Mid-Section   (continued) 

 As it moves back and forth, the Rogers job makes regular midday incursions into the downtown area.    
 
 This shot captures the concept that the A&M has many sidings for customers in Rogers.                                                                                                                                      
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 Along the A&M - Mid-Section   (continued) 

Working the Fayetteville South Side  

  The Fayetteville economy does not emphasize 
rail customers, but there are a few there, and more 
further north in Springdale.  

 At Fayette Junction, near the south edge of 
Fayetteville, lies the remains of the former wye for 
the branch line to St Paul (Arkansas, that is) and 

Pettigrew. It now provides ready made switching 
for a ready-mix outfit. North of this, there once was 
a siding to what is now Pinnacle Foods. Continuing 
northward, the line snakes through former light in-
dustrial land, where customer sidings have been 
replaced by housing for university students. 

- continues next page - 

Climbing aboard the Fayetteville job switching the concrete plant at Fayette Jct. At the same time, trackwork is 
in progress a few hundred feet to the south.                                                                        –Photos by J. L. Gattis 
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 The underside of the A&M crossing over Center  St. in  Fayetteville. 
                 –Photos by J. L. Gattis 

 This 2004 snap caught a southbound move past the former Frisco depot in Fayetteville. Since that time, the 
view has changed somewhat. 

 Along the A&M - Mid-Section   (continued) 

 At a .                  –Photo by J. L. Gattis 

 The trestle over W. Center dis-
plays a gradually fading Frisco her-
ald, and the former Frisco depot by 
W. Dickson has been transformed 
over the years with changes by suc-
cessive commercial occupants. The 
team track by the lumber yard at the 
end of W. Township does not appear 
to be heavily used.  

 Nestled between Fayetteville and 
Springdale is the burg of Johnson, 
shown in older timetables as John-
sons. There is yet another ready-mix 
plant to meet the demands in boom-
ing Northwest Arkansas, and a cold 

- continues next page - 
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 Along the A&M - Mid-Section   (continued) 

- continues next page - 

 If it were not for the blue sign on the crossbuck post, 
this could pass for a bucolic branch in a New England 
hamlet a century ago, but this is the A&M spur to a 
cold storage facility. The rails showed signs of use, 
but apparently not recently, else the stick atop the 
right rail would not have survived.   

               –Photo by J. L. Gattis 

 As daylight wanes, the Fayetteville job stops to 
shuffle cars at the Tyson feed mill at the south 
edge of Springdale.                –Photo by J. L. Gattis 

 From a 1921 timetable. 

storage plant (once called Zero Mountain) built into 
the side of a mountain, in what was once a quarry. 
Cars are sometimes found resting on the 1600 ft 
siding in Johnson. 

 The Fayetteville job may work the Tyson Feed 
mill south of Don Tyson Parkway in Springdale. 
And speaking of, once in Springdale, trackside ship-
per density begins to increase. 



 December 2021       THE  SCRAMBLER, Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter, NRHS     www.ArkRailFan.com       Page 15  

 Along the A&M - Mid-Section   (continued) 

- text continues page 17 - 

Into Springdale 

 As the A&M approaches Springdale from the 
south, it swings eastward. Just before crossing over 
S. Thompson, there is a spur to what appears to be 
a vacant building. Proceeding northward, there are 
sidings for operations related to the poultry indus-
try, and Ball, maker of metal packaging, with opera-
tions across the globe. And past that is a short 
straight stretch leading to the A&M depot. It was 
announced in November that the Caudle Ave grade 
crossing in this stretch is being closed.  

 Approaching from the north, once south of Price 
Lane in Rogers, there is an absence of spurs and 
sidings until the rails are well into Lowell. There, 
sidings serve yet another cold storage facility, and 

facilities involved in various stages of recycling.  

 Crossing into Springdale south of Apple Blossom 
Road, there is another ready-mix customer as the 
alignment goes through a reverse curve. South of 
this curve is a well-hidden mile-and-a-half stretch 
that serves as a yard. In this area, north of Hunts-
ville Ave., a spur to the east forks and winds around 
within an industrial-warehouse area, and serves 
many sidings. Trackside operations include a food 
ingredient company, and yes, another ready-mix 
company.   

 From Huntsville Ave to south of Emma are the 
A&M shops, offices, excursion depot, and J. Reilly 
McCarren Museum. 

 Having completed work along the branch that extends toward Bentonville, and then in the sand-and-
scrap-metal area north of downtown Rogers, this local switching job hustles southward and is about to 
cross Apple Blossom Road as it closes in on the yard in Springdale.  

        –Photo by J. L. Gattis 
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 Along the A&M - Mid-Section   (continued) 

 The overnight Ft Smith Turn is welcomed to a sunrise return to Springdale, with No. 71 at mid-train. 
                                       –Photos by J. L. Gattis 

 Taken in 2013 at the Springdale shop area, the newly-acquired EMD SD70ACe units sit next to some of 
the many old-faithful Alco units on the A&M roster. Now, the EMD’s usually pull the turns to Ft Smith 
and to Monett, while the Alco’s soldier on, providing local switching services. 
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 Along the A&M - Mid-Section   (continued) 

- continues next page - 

Former Branches Greatly Pruned 

 Decades past, the short stretch of Frisco Lines between Rogers and Fayetteville could boast of branch-
es going in three directions. One proceeded westward from Rogers to Grove, Okla. Two ventured off the 
main on the south side of Fayetteville: one eastward into the rugged Ozark Mountains, the other west-
ward on a 140 mile trek to Tahlequah and Okmulgee, Okla., crossing the KCS at Westville. For each of the 
three, only small fragments remain active.  

 The former Grove 
line has been reduced to 
a 3-1/2 mile stub that 
ends at Water Tower 
Road by Northwest Ar-
kansas Community Col-
lege. There are a half-
dozen or so customer 
sidings appended to this 
short stretch. 
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 Along the A&M - Mid-Section   (continued) 

 The SLSF line to Tahlequah is now an A&M 0.6 
mile stub for car storage in the southwest part of 
Fayetteville. 
Above:  At this moment, there was a string of A&M 

gondolas parked to the east of Razorback Road 
and north of the Baum East parking lot. 

Continuing westward across Razorback Road ... 
Right:  Looking toward the west, the undergrowth 

in the right-of-way increases. 
And finally ...  
Below:  The track ends at Beechwood Ave. Looking 

back to the east, rails are visible among these 
trees and bushes. 

- continues next page - 
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 Along the A&M - Mid-Section   (continued) 

An Arkansas & Missouri Christmas train stopped at the small community of Exeter, Mo. in December 
2015. No. 68 was placed at the other end of the five-car consist. 

              –Photo by J. L. Gattis 

A&M Excursions  

  No discussion of the present-day Arkansas & 
Missouri would be complete without a mention of 
its popular seasonal excursion rides.  

 The “regular” excursions on certain days during 
the Spring, Summer, and Fall leave Springdale at 8 
am, headed south for the Van Buren depot. Upon 
unloading riders at Van Buren for a three-hour lay-
over to eat lunch and peruse the shops, the train 
then heads north at 11 am for a shorter jaunt to the 
Winslow tunnel and back to Van Buren. After un-
loading the “second shift”, the 8 am riders then en-
train for their return to Springdale. On Sundays, the 
offering is a run from Springdale down to the tres-
tles south of the Winslow tunnel, then back to 
Springdale.  

 During the Christmas holiday season, the A&M 
typically offers some special runs. One such type 

aimed at the younger set is the “Pajama Train”, of-
fered between Monett and Exeter, between Van Bu-
ren and Rudy, and between Springdale and John-
son. Other holiday trains may also be found in the 
mix. And a short A&M excursion may show up at a 
local festival, such as Fayetteville’s Bikes, Blues, and 
Barbecue. Some runs may serve as fund-raisers for 
local organizations.  

 The A&M has amassed an impressive passenger 
car collection to provide the excursions. The mix 
ranges from former commuter cars that date back 
to World War I, to a former Southern Pacific coffee 
shop−lounge car from the Sunset Limited, to a 
Western Pacific dome that ran on the California 
Zephyr. The A&M stable also includes caboose 150, 
but it rarely is included in runs. Before coming to 
the A&M, it was Reserve Mining RM-15, then was 
on display at St Louis Union Station. (Thanks to 
Mitch Marmel for providing Excursions information.) 
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 Along the A&M - Mid-Section   (continued) 

Above: Nos. 68 and 44 leading an evening holiday train at Springdale, with dinner served to Arkansas− 
Boston Mountain Chapter members on-board in December 2015. 
Below: After completing the day’s excursion to Van Buren and back, time to service the cars. 

                 –Photos by J. L. Gattis 


