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Visitors are welcome to chapter meetings.  
In-person meetings have again been suspended due to the virus 

resurgence, but we are meeting ONLINE      SEE PAGE 3 
    WHEN: January thru November, the third Thursday of the 

month, 7:00 pm − chapter meetings typically include a 
railroad presentation and a business session. 

The A-OK and Its Tennessee Foray 

The NRHS 2021 National Convention 

 The NRHS convention included a visit to the Illinois Railway Museum, whose collection 
includes this unique Borden’s 1935 butter-dish milk car. 
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The President’s Observation  
- Mike Sypult 

 On behalf of our Arkansas−Boston Mountains 
Chapter of the National Railway Historical Soci-
ety in Springdale, I want to thank everyone who 
participated in our in-person meetings at the 
Shiloh Museum. It was great seeing everyone 
for the two months we met in-person. Unfortu-
nately, with the surge in Covid-19 cases in Northwest Arkansas, the 
chapter voted to suspend in-person meetings for the time being. As 
things improve, we hope to resume our monthly meetings in person 
once again at the Shiloh Museum of Ozark History. Until then, we will 
meet virtually using the Zoom application. We hope to keep all of our 
members safe and healthy throughout this current pandemic. 

 As we approach the end of the year, we will be seeking officers to 
lead the chapter for 2022. If you have ever considered serving in one 
of our leadership positions, please let me or one of the other officers 
know. I think it would be a good idea to have a backup for each posi-
tion that could step up and serve when a person is unable to. I also 
believe it is important to develop future leadership to keep the chap-
ter going as we are all getting older. I appreciate every member that 
helps our chapter continue to promote railroad history. 

 I hope to see each of you the third Thursday of each month, 7 pm 
Central Time, on Zoom! 

WELCOME ABOARD all new and renewing members! 

MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter membership is $12 per year.  

Please make checks payable to ABMT NRHS.  

 National Railway Historical Society individual membership is $50 per 

year; more household members can be added for $7 per person.  

Please refer to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com for complete details. 
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(of the National Railway Historical 

Society, Inc.), P O Box 1303,        
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Opinions expressed herein may not 

reflect the official position of the 

Chapter or the NRHS. 

Editor ………..……  J. L. Gattis 
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ArkyRail@outlook.com  

 

   THE SCRAMBLER welcomes your 

input!   Send content (articles, 

stories, news, photos) to the editor.  

   We strive to provide accurate and 

complete information in The Scram-

bler newsletters. Please send correc-

tions to the editor.  

   DEADLINE for The Scrambler is 

the 1st day of each month. The edi-

tor reserves the right to edit, hold, 

or omit material at the editor’s dis-

cretion. Space for longer articles 

may already be committed months 

in advance. 

The Arkansas-Boston Mountains 

Chapter of the National Railway 

Historical Society, Inc. is a non-

profit, 501(c)(3) educational organi-

zation incorporated under the laws 

of the State of Arkansas. 

  Visit our website at: 

www.ArkRailFan.com  

http://www.nrhs.com
mailto:G4Trains@gmail.com
mailto:ArkyRail@outlook.com
http://www.arkrailfan.com
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1. How to Join the Thursday Evening Chapter Meeting Remotely Using Zoom 

 To join the chapter meetings online instead of in-person, download the FREE Zoom app on a computer, 
smart phone, or tablet that has a microphone and camera. Do this at least one day in advance.  

  If using a computer, then download the Zoom Cloud Meetings App at https://zoom.us/download 

  If using a smart phone or tablet, then go to the app store, search for Zoom Cloud Meetings 

To test it in advance of the meeting or to ask questions, contact Mike Sypult at ArkyRail@outlook.com  

HINT: Early in the day, set an alarm for 5 minutes before the meeting starts, so you can login in time.  

At meeting time, go to:  https://zoom.us/j/3593844541?pwd=Z0V2OUFXRlRyV0lWOUt4a1dqK2NNQT09 

 Depending upon your device, you may also need:    Meeting ID: 359 384 4541      Password: 1Ru4np  

Don’t overlook these necessary steps!!!  When the Zoom screen appears, you may be asked to 

 1. Join with Video    and    2. Join with Computer Audio. 

Please silence any nearby phones, televisions, etc., or close the door to the room where you are. 

 

2. Garbely Publishing Warns of Bookselling Scam   

 On June 17, Garbely issued a warning to its customers and dealers regarding a scam that was ripping 
off book and model dealers within the railroad hobby. Based on responses to that email, the problem was 
much more widespread than originally thought, and Garbely issued a follow-up/update via The Conrail 
Historical Society. This message has more detailed information on the scam, including a description of 
how it works and recommendations for how to avoid it as either a buyer or seller.                                    
https://mailchi.mp/6e13fd35e01e/onlinescamupdate 

 If you were a victim of a scam Garbely purchase, Garbely stated “please reach out to Rudy directly at 
rudy@garbelypublishing.com . We are working with other affected dealers to collect data for submission to 
the authorities. In the meantime, we have taken precautions to avoid being scammed ourselves, including 
temporarily removing PayPal as a payment option on our online store. Please place your book orders di-
rectly through us or our online store instead of through eBay sellers!” 

 

3. Garbely Publishing Announces New Pinsly Shortlines Book   

 A new book, Pinsly Railroad Company: The Story of a Short Line Empire, 1938-
2020, was released in June. The book includes interviews with past and present em-
ployees, a full locomotive roster, and maps of all fourteen lines. (Pinsly owned three 
shortline railroads in Arkansas: Arkansas Midland,  Prescott & Northwestern, and 
Warren & Saline River.) To learn more about this 8½ by 11 inch, 240 page hardcover 
book or to order it, go to https://www.garbelypublishing.com/   or call Rudy at 801-896-
4726.  

Chapter & General News 

 

Due to the corona virus resurgence, in-person Chapter meetings have once again been suspended.     

The September meeting will be conducted online, over Zoom.   

All chapter members are encouraged to join the Chapter’s   ABM-NRHS@groups.io   listserv, in order 

to be aware of current information. To join the listserv, contact Mitch Marmel  marmelmm@gmail.com 

September 16 7 pm Chapter meeting: High Speed Rail International, by Malcolm Cleaveland 

October 7 − 11  NRHS 2021 Fall Conference, Ronkonkoma, New York 

mailto:ArkyRail@outlook.com
https://zoom.us/j/3593844541?pwd=Z0V2OUFXRlRyV0lWOUt4a1dqK2NNQT09
https://mailchi.mp/6e13fd35e01e/onlinescamupdate
mailto:rudy@garbelypublishing.com
https://www.garbelypublishing.com/
mailto:marmelmm@gmail.com
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 Chapter and General News   (continued) 

4. Iowa Chapter Is Selling C&NW CD  

 The NRHS−Iowa Chapter is pleased to announce its next CD photo collection, "Chicago & North West-
ern, Time of Transition: 1960-1995", focusing on the C&NW during the merger era. The CD is a collection 
of images from many photographer. Follow the link below to the Iowa Chapter website and order yours. 
Thank you, Thomas A Hogan, Treasurer Iowa Chapter NRHS 

https://www.iowanrhs.com/Chicago___North_Western_Time_of_Transition__1960-1995_PRE-ORDER_AVAILABLE/

p7023838_21169163.aspx 

 

5. Iowa Railroad Webcams  

 The NRHS−Iowa Chapter recently sent the following webcam information. 

5a.  The Cedar Falls Jct railcam has a new home and an updated look! Please follow the link below, Like 
and Subscribe to the new YouTube channel. This railcam is located at Main St in Cedar Falls, Iowa, looking 
west at the Cedar River bridge. Train movements which can be seen include Canadian National trains op-
erating on the Waterloo Sub and Iowa Nothern trains utilizing trackage rights between West Waterloo 
and Cedar Falls Jct.       https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAfmI6iHaC0kPM122cWN69w  

5b.   There is now a railcam located in Washington, Iowa at the former Milwaukee Road depot. Follow the 
link to the Washington Iowa Railcam YouTube page, which also includes a scanner feed for the Canadian 
Pacific dispatcher on Ch 44. Special thanks to Tom and Connie Wheelan who own the depot and have gra-
ciously agreed to host this webcam. As a side note, you can also look up the AirBnb for the Washington 
Depot and stay overnight in this historic building!    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvBLVgCuTqA  

 

6. Frisco Private Car Seen on Amtrak in Colorado  

 The Frisco sleeper Cimarron River, which seems to rest at the St Louis station, was one of three private 
cars recently captured behind Amtrak No. 5 on the http://www.rockymtnrrclub.org/rmrrcnews/news.htm web-
site. The https://www.condrenrails.com/Recent-Trains/Cimarron-River.html  website says it was a “14-4 sleeper 
built by Pullman in 1948 for the Meteor”.  

 

7. Region Railroad News: South Kansas & Oklahoma Files to Continue Lease at Tulsa Port  

 The 7.1 miles of former Santa Fe tracks between Owasso and the Port of Catoosa, Okla. are owned by 
the Port of Catoosa Facilities Authority. Watco’s South Kansas & Oklahoma operation of the branch is 
traceable to a 1992 Interstate Commerce Commission proceeding. On July 28, SKOL asked the Surface 
Transportation Board to approve a new lease that would continue service. The port is on the Verdigris 
River, off the Arkansas River, northeast of Tulsa. 

 

8. Region Railroad News: Tulsa Base Railroad Files for Permission  

 On August 17, a new entity called Tulsa Base Railroad (owned by Base, Inc.) requested that the Surface 
Transportation Board approve a seven-year lease to operate 745 feet of BNSF track in Tulsa. Maps show 
the location as near MP 419 on the BNSF Cherokee Sub, north of East Pine and east of North Yale. Online 
sources report that Base offers services such as transloading and cold storage. Base once operated the 
West Memphis Base RR, which is now run by Jaguar Holdings of Joplin; see January 2021 edition, page 6.  

Due to the rise of virus cases, monthly chapter meetings once again are online. 

See top of page 3.     VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 

https://www.iowanrhs.com/Chicago___North_Western_Time_of_Transition__1960-1995_PRE-ORDER_AVAILABLE/p7023838_21169163.aspx
https://www.iowanrhs.com/Chicago___North_Western_Time_of_Transition__1960-1995_PRE-ORDER_AVAILABLE/p7023838_21169163.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAfmI6iHaC0kPM122cWN69w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvBLVgCuTqA
http://www.rockymtnrrclub.org/rmrrcnews/news.htm
https://www.condrenrails.com/Recent-Trains/Cimarron-River.html
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 Chapter and General News   (continued) 

9. Region Railroad News: Losing a Few Hundred Feet in St Louis Area  

 Unless new evidence arises by September 23, the Surface Transportation Board rendered an August 
24 decision that allows West Belt Railway to discontinue service over about 0.1 mile near Bodine Indus-
trial Drive in St Louis County, Mo. The segment has been leased from Terminal Railroad Association, who 
has filed to abandon it. Long ago, this TRRA stub extended roughly 1.5 miles further north than its cur-
rent terminus.    

 

10. Region Railroad News: Arkansas-Oklahoma RR Leasing BNSF at Shawnee, Okla.  

 On August 27, the A-OK 
submitted a filing to the Sur-
face Transportation Board, 
requesting an exemption in 
order to enter into a lease of 
an 11 mile line near Shawnee, 
Okla. BNSF is the owner and 
current operator of this Shaw-
nee Industrial Spur. Near the 
south end of this north-south 
spur is a connection with the 
east-west line that A-OK leas-
es from Union Pacific, which 
at one time was a part of Rock 
Island’s Memphis―Tucumcari, 
N.M. route. 

These two over-under photos show how the Santa Fe (now BNSF) line in 
Shawnee went under the Rock Island (now A-OK) and the old Oklahoma 
City−Ada−Atoka (bridge removed, abutments remain). Will the BNSF power 
soon be replaced by that of the A-OK?                 −Photos by J. L. Gattis 

Below: The remaining north-
south segment through Shaw-
nee was once part of an ATSF 
secondary line that paralleled 
its Kansas City―Texas main. 
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 Chapter and General News   (continued) 

11. Big Boy Tour  

 Mitch Marmel 
was among many in 
the crowd who took 
photos when Union 
Pacific’s No. 4014, 
Big Boy, stopped at 
Pryor, Okla., on Au-
gust 12, during its 
summer jaunt 
through the middle 
of the U.S.  Gary and 
Claire McCullah also 
viewed Big Boy in 
the Sooner State. 

 

 

–Photos by Mitch 

Marmel  
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Address: ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Soc., PO Box 1303, Springdale, AR 72765-1303  

 The Arkansas-Boston Mtns. Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society met in-person at the 
Shiloh Museum in Springdale, with a Zoom connection for remote attendees.  

 The meeting, hosted by President Mike Sypult, started at 7:10. Five people attended in person, includ-
ing Mike, Gary McCullah (just had knee surgery), Mitch Marmel, and Lynn and Malcolm Cleaveland. There 
were another 15 online connections, for a total of 20.  

Presentation 
 Gerald Hook gave the presentation, “Freedom Train 1975 August 25, Minneapolis”, which also includ-
ed hundreds of miles of chasing the train in nearby states.   

Business Items 

1. Minutes.  The minutes for July were approved.   

2. Dist. 7 Director.  Ken Eddy said that he will attend the convention August 24-28. It will feature 
visits to three rail museums and a Saturday train excursion to Antioch, Ill. The next conference will be 
this year, October 7-11 in Ronkonkoma, New York.  

3. Treasurer.  Rose Ann Hofer told Mike we have $3662.63 in the checking account. She could not 
attend this meeting.    

4. Editor.  Jim Gattis thanked those who have recently submitted content for the Scrambler. He 
also mentioned that a few months ago, he assume the task of email distribution, so all of the recent 
errors are attributable to him as he learns the system, not to Mike.   

5. Programs.   

 5a. Conference.  Hugh Harris said he is trying to arrange hosting a two-day (Friday, Saturday) 
NRHS conference (not convention) in Spring 2022, with A&M support.  

 5b. Holiday train.  A&M has inquired about a Chapter Christmas train, pandemic permitting.  
We’ll see.  

 5c. Chapter Meetings.  Malcolm will present on high speed rail in September, Steve Tharp will 
do October, and Ken Albrecht will do November. 

6. Frisco Festival is August 20−21. We will not participate because no one was available to set up, etc.    

7. Chapter Property Storage.  Mike said that we need to find some place to store our G-scale layout 
and other materials that are presently in a closet at the A&M Museum. We’re looking for someone 
who has the space to volunteer, preferably in Springdale or nearby.    

8. Chapter Depot Tour.  Gerald Hook had previously proposed a tour of area sites such as former 
depots. An October 23 date was proposed, but after group discussion, the consensus was that it 
should be delayed until spring, when the pandemic situation has been clarified.   

9. New Business: Chapter listing on NRHS website.  Jim Gattis had submitted updated infor-
mation, but some of the changes were not correctly entered. We will continue to follow up until it is 
all OK.  

10. New Business: Photograph contributed to Chapter.  Jim Gattis displayed a 3½”x5” black-and-
white print of a Ft. Smith−Van Buren trolley donated to the chapter by the Niagara Frontier Chapter, 
who asked for a donation. Mike suggested $20 would be appropriate; that was moved and approved. 
Jim will inform Rose Ann.   

11. Return to only online meetings.  Mike Sypult suggested that we go back to virtual meetings un-
til the pandemic situation becomes calmer. All agreed that was wise, so we will go back to Zoom ex-
clusively until further notice.   

 

ABMT NRHS Chapter Meeting Minutes   ̶  August 19, 2021 

- continues next page - 
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 ABMT NRHS Chapter Meeting Minutes    ̶ August 19, 2021   (continued) 

See you September 16th on Zoom.  Watch your email for a reminder from Mike Sypult, ABMT NRHS 
Web Administrator and Zoom Facilitator.  

Malcolm Cleaveland, Secretary, ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Society  

  Helena Museum Seeking West Helena, Ark. Depot Photo  

 I am looking for a photo of the St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern freight depot in West Helena. 
Would you know of someone who might have one?  I found a photo of the Missouri & North Arkansas de-
pot at West Helena on eBay, but if someone has another, would also appreciate it.    

Joseph Alley, Curator, Helena Museum of Phillips County, 
623 Pecan St. / P.O. Box 38, Helena, AR 72342   870-338-7790 

 

Photograph for Chapter  

 The Niagara Frontier Chapter of NRHS is in the process of enlarging the temperature and moisture 
controlled archive room at our station/museum. I am sorting and cataloguing our photo print collection.  

 We try to limit our material to “local” interest. …  I have found some interesting photos that should be 
in other collections. Enclosed is a photo for your museum.                                Rebecca Gerstung, Secretary 

 

 

    

 

   The Mailbag    

This 3.5”x5” photo was labeled “Ft Smith & Van Buren Light & Traction Co. No. 3”. The Ft Smith Trolley Muse-
um site states that electric streetcars first appeared here in the early 1890s. The site goes on to say that the 
Fort Smith Railway Company and the Fort Smith & Van Buren Electric Street Railway Light & Power Company 
combined, with the eventual name of Fort Smith Light & Traction Company. (So, the handwritten caption on 
the back of the photo may have been slightly “off”.) Car service ended in 1933. 
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 Three members of our chapter attended the 
2021 national convention. Hugh Harris drove to 
Milwaukee, so he has no train tales to tell.  

 Ken Eddy rode No. 8, the Empire Builder, from 
Seattle to Milwaukee. He said it was on time until it 
lost power at Tomah, Wis., about 150 miles shy of 
Milwaukee. There was a 1:45 delay to diagnose and 
repair whatever ailed the two old locomotives. Ken 
observed that although it was otherwise a very 
good trip, under the current Covid protocols, coach 
passenger dining is limited to the “fast-food and 
snack car”. After the convention, Ken continued via 
Hiawatha Service to Chicago, then the Texas Eagle 
on to Arkansas.  

 Ken described the Saturday event, a chartered 
Metra commuter train, as “a comfortable, fast ride 
into today's history”. The six-car consist was pow-

ered by two unique Metra locomotives: the No. 402 
State of Illinois, and up front, No. 405 in Milwaukee 
Road retro colors. The group traveled four hours 
from Fox Lake, Ill. to the North Avenue overpass in 
northern Chicago, then reversed to Antioch, where 
they were treated with rare entry to the coach yard, 
then they returned to Fox Lake. 

 Jim Gattis’ plan to fly to Chicago, then take Hia-
watha Service on to Milwaukee, was disrupted 
when American called a few minutes before he was 
to leave the house, informing him the morning 
flight was canceled. The only afternoon rebooking 
option would put him into Chicago too late for all 
but the night train to Milwaukee, which in turn 
would arrive too late to check in at the convention 
registration desk to get his ticket for the next morn-
ing’s event. But by a 

Notes from the NRHS 2021 National Convention   

This is how Amtrak Hiawatha Service appears on the north-side tracks at Chicago Union Station. 
The smooth trip back-and-forth between Chicago and Milwaukee on the Canadian Pacific (former 
Milwaukee Road) rails is posted for passenger at 79 mph, freight at 50 mph.   

- continues next page - 
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 Chapter and General News   (continued) 

stroke of luck, the plane beat the schedule and was 
unloading at O’Hare 20 minutes early. In spite of 
late afternoon rush hour traffic congestion, the taxi 
driver got him to Chicago Union Station and on the 
late afternoon Hiawatha train with about five 
minutes to spare. 

 And now, a few highlights from the NRHS August 
2020 Advisory Council and Board of Directors 
meetings. 

Revised bylaws about to take effect.  The re-
vised bylaws approved by a vote of the membership 
will soon go into effect, reducing the composition of 
the Board of Directors to nine at-large members 
plus the President and the Vice-President. Nomina-
tions for Directors will begin in January 2022, with 
the election later in the year. 

NRHS Fund.  The NRHS Fund, which holds mon-
ey used to support RailCamp, film preservation, and 
many other activities, recently solicited and re-

ceived a large grant from an outside charitable or-
ganization. The Fund’s investments are managed by 
Wells Fargo. 

RailCamp.  Due to Covid, RailCamp was canceled 
in both 2020 and 2021. Becky Gerstung said “all 
partners are on board for 2022”.  

Heritage Grants.  Charles Webb said that in 
2021, there were 45 applications for grants to fur-
ther historic preservation, and 17 awards for a total 
of $75,000. 

Membership.  Although this will not affect cur-
rent members, people who join NRHS in the future 
will have a renewal date set one year from when 
they join, not on January 1 as has been the practice. 
Hugh Harris said there are currently about 5000 
members. 

Conventions and Conferences.  Just recently, 
NRHS leaders learned they had been misinformed 
about the availability of 

Left: The Hiawatha Service utilized by Ken and Jim uses single-level coaches, so the entry doors have the 
steps and trap doors as of old, unlike many Amtrak trains west of Chicago or the Mississippi River. But with a 
nod to the present, the Hiawatha trains’ schedules include a stop at the Milwaukee airport, as seen in this 
photo. A number northbound riders disembarked at the airport.    
Right: The Hiawatha trains offer a “Quiet Car” at the end of string of coaches: no phones or loud noises, alt-
hough a squeaky seat a few rows back sometimes interrupted the solitude.  

- continues next page - 
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 Notes from the NRHS 2021 National Convention   (continued) 

 The Tuesday tour was to the National Railway Museum in Green Bay, Wis. Shown here is the lead unit of 
the experimental and ultimately ill-fated General Motors Aerotrain from the 1950s, and an NRHS tour guide 
in the red vest. 

–Photos courtesy of Bill Willits  

 The East Troy Railroad Museum at ... you guessed it ... East Troy, was on Wednesday’s agenda. It advertises 
as running “on the last remaining piece of the original interurban network which operated in Wisconsin”. 
Shown are yellow-orange No. 846, a “city” car, and silver and red-orange Chicago North Shore & Milwaukee 
interurban car 761.  

- continues next page - 
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 Notes from the NRHS 2021 National Convention   (continued) 

The Thursday agenda featured a bus 
trip to the Illinois Railway Museum. 

 

Right:  With apologies to the late 
Guy Clark, are these desperados 
waiting for a train? (Hugh Harris - far 
left - and others waiting for the trol-
ley ride that circumnavigates the mu-
seum grounds.) 

 

Below:  The NRHS tour group split 
into three parts – one under the pa-
vilion, two under nearby shade trees 
– for Thursday lunch, as an Illinois 
Railway Museum streetcar, formerly 
of the Chicago Surface Lines, contin-
ued to run its loop around the muse-
um grounds.   

 

−Photos by J. L. Gattis 

- continues next page - 
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 Notes from the NRHS 2021 National Convention   (continued) 

 The East Union Depot building of the Illinois Railway Museum was originally the depot for Marengo, built in 
1851 by the Galena & Chicago Union, a forerunner of the Chicago & North Western. The IRM states that 
when the depot was acquired by the museum in the mid-1960s, it was the oldest active depot west of Pitts-
burgh. Today, the building is used as the base from which to ride a few miles in restored Chicago, Aurora & 
Elgin interurban cars, at speeds up to 40 mph. 
 Among the many treats on the NRHS tour was the CB&Q E5 Silver Pilot, followed by the trainset of the Ne-

braska Zephyr. In this same “barn” is Louisiana & Arkansas No. 99, a 1919 2-8-0. 

- continues next page - 
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 Notes from the NRHS 2021 National Convention   (continued) 

Knott’s Berry Farm for a 2022 convention. It seems 
that the property is undergoing complete renova-
tion, starting April 1. So, a reevaluation of the 2022 
site selection was in order. As of now, the 2022 con-
vention is tentatively scheduled for mid-May at Hol-
iday Inn in Buena Park, Cal. Given the May date for 
the convention, there was no desire to have a 
spring conference only a few weeks before.  

 A number of locales were mentioned for conven-
tions in the near future, such as South Florida 

(including the new Brightline operation), or Harris-
burg, Pa. (including East Broad Top RR).  

Publications.  Editor Val Hoski reminded the 
group that there are nine issues of the News per 
year. In even-numbered months, the publication is 
electronic; there are three additional printed-and-
mailed editions per year. 

Facebook.  Skip Waters is receptive to posting 
materials from NRHS chapters to the NRHS Face-
book site he maintains.  

Below: A typical national convention program not only consists of day trips to rail museums and other sites 
of interest, it also includes evening presentations, such as this fascinating discussion of a little known short line 
that once ran in eastern Wisconsin, the Ahnapee & Western. Among the many interesting stories was that the 
two owners, brothers, got into a fist-fight over the running of  the railroad!  

Ed. note: I only recently became familiar with NRHS national affairs, having been made the chapter’s 
National Representative after Ken Eddy became a National Director. Even in this short amount of time, I 
have been impressed by the work of the many dedicated volunteers, such as Hugh Harris, who not only 
make the organization run, but also make possible the many worthwhile activities to preserve and pro-
mote interest in railroad history. 
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 The March 9, 2020 Federal Register published a 
February filing by R J Corman Railroad Property 
with the Surface Transportation Board (STB), seek-
ing approval to abandon the 41-mile Class III Onei-
da Line in northeastern Tennessee. It was once 
called the Tennessee Railroad. The R J Corman Rail-
road Group includes a number of railroad service 
companies, one of which operates short lines. 

 Waiting in the wings, the Wilburton, Oklahoma-
based Arkansas-Oklahoma Railroad on March 19, 
2020 filed a notice of intent to acquire the line.        
A-OK said it is a Class III carrier, has been operating 
for approximately 24 years, and “is interested in 
expanding into new markets”. As a part of its filing, 
A-OK offered proof of having the financial resources 
to pay the scrap value of the line.  

 The majority shareholder is David Donoley of 
Wilburton. He began with the Rock Island in 1974. 
After the Rock Island folded in 1980, he worked on 
other lines. Meanwhile, as part of the state’s pro-
gram to preserve branch lines for shippers, Oklaho-
ma purchased former CRI&P tracks in eastern Okla-
homa from a scrap dealer in 1986, and let Missouri- 
Kansas-Texas operate on them. MKT-successor Un-
ion Pacific turned over the operation to Donoley 
and his A-OK in 1996. Since then, as it typical of 
successful short line operations, A-OK has offered 
good, individualized service to grow its traffic base. 

 Reported in the April and May, 2020 Scramblers, 
the story has been moving like a ping-pong ball go-

ing back and forth across the net. The following 
timeline lays out some of the twists and turns of 
this drama. 

  Among the parties involved are A-OK, Corman, 
National Coal (NC), local governments, Tennessee 
Citizens for Wilderness Planning, and Cumberland 
Trail Conference. The last two groups are seeking to 
acquire the line for conversion into a hiking trail.  

 Railroad history comes in many forms: the locomotives, the construction, the monumental 
shifts in society, to name a few. A sizeable chunk of railroad history consists of tales of individ-
uals and corporations fighting for ownership of routes and company stock.  
 Not all of those stories are from the past. Although certainly at a smaller scale than the epic 
battles of yore over the Erie or the Northern Pacific, railroad history is currently being written 
with the battle for control of the former Tennessee Railroad. One of the parties is the Arkansas
-Oklahoma RR, from our area. If you want to read a blow-by-blow account of what railroad 
corporate conflict looks like today, climb aboard for a head-spinning ride.   

The A-OK and Its         
Tennessee Foray 

 by J. L. Gattis 

 Louisville & Nashville’s lines are now CSX, Southern’s 
are Norfolk Southern.  From the meandering railroad 
patterns seen on detailed maps of the area, it seems 
that in the rugged Cumberland Plateau, the shortest 
distance between two points ... did not exist. 

- continues next page - 
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 April 7, 2020. The STB ordered Corman to 
comply with certain environmental and archaeolog-
ical protocols during salvage operations. 

 April 14. Corman stated its willingness to ne-
gotiate with the two trail interest groups. 

 April 17. An STB decision kept the door open 
for possible trail use. 

 April 17. Although the deadline for such a fil-
ing had passed, A-OK asked STB to grant a time ex-
tension. Among the stated reasons were impedi-
ments arising from the current virus pandemic, and 
Corman's failure to provide information as re-
quired. 

 April 21. Corman filed to oppose the request-
ed time extension. It said A-OK’s stated justifica-
tions for the extension were not valid.  

 April 22. A-OK fired back, repeating its asser-
tions. 

 April 29. NC submitted a filing to preserve an 
alleged right of first refusal (i.e., the right to acquire 
the line if it matched the purchase price offered by 
any other party), and claimed that Corman should 
have but failed to notify NC of its intent. 

  May 6. Corman filed with STB to refute some 
of NC’s claims.  

 May 8. National Coal responded, stating that 
the document upon which Corman based its asser-
tions “has nothing to do with the rights asserted by 
NC in these proceedings”, and that Corman’s logic 
was faulty. NC concluded by expressing support for 
A-OK’s April 20 time extension request. NC seemed 
open to A-OK’s acquisition of the line, if NC’s inter-
ests were protected. 

 May 15. From the sidelines, yet another play-
er entered the fray. Terry Frank, the mayor of An-
derson County (one of the three counties in which 
the rails lie) and one of three members of the North 
East Tennessee Railroad Authority, wrote to oppose 
Corman’s attempts and support A-OK’s request for 
a time extension. Frank stated “Prior to Corman's 
filing, I was in contact with agents for the Offeror 
[Ed: A-OK], providing support and assistance”, and 
that he was now in contact with the Tennessee De-
partment of Transportation and one of Tennessee’s 
US senators to seek assistance and support. 

 May 19. The STB received a letter from the 
two trail use groups, requesting that in the event of 
abandonment, the corridor be preserved and STB 
issue a Notice of Interim Trail Use (NITU). 

 May 21. The Tennessee Mining Association 
prepared a letter opposing line abandonment.  

 May 26. The Surface Transportation Board 
rendered a well-reasoned response. It granted the 
A-OK a limited extension until June 9 to submit the 
Offer of Financial Assistance (i.e., “the process 
whereby an applicant can purchase or subsidize a 
rail line that is slated for abandonment”.). If the A-
OK wished for yet another extension, it must re-
quest such by June 4, and provide documentation to 
show that Corman had not supplied the required 
information. Both the request for abandonment and 
for trail use were put on hold until June 9. The STB 
denied National Coal’s motion. A closing footnote 
stated that even if Corman and the trail group were 
to reach a trail use agreement, the alignment would 
still remain "within the Board's jurisdiction as part 
of the interstate rail system and subject to potential 
reactivation of rail service if necessary". 

 June 1. In correspondence sent simultaneous-
ly to the Surface Transportation Board and Arkan-
sas-Oklahoma Railroad, R J Corman offered to sell 
the line for a little over $4 million, and accompany 
an A-OK representative to inspect the line. Corman 
stated this net liquidation value was based upon a 
2010 real estate appraisal, and confidential offers 
to salvage the rail and track materials.  

 June 3. A-OK asked the STB for a time extension, 
supported by a scathing assessment of the infor-
mation supplied by Corman. A-OK began by charac-
terizing Corman’s real estate appraisal as “grossly 
out-of-date”, and continued with other detailed crit-
icisms. It concluded that Corman’s price “is obvi-
ously an outrageous over-statement of the value of 
the Line”, and that as recently as April, Corman esti-
mated the line’s value at under $3 million. A-OK 
asked for three more weeks for its “disinterested 
third-party appraiser” to provide a current net liq-
uidated value. 

 June 4. Quickly responding, Corman declared 
that it had acted in good faith and had met the STB’s 

- continues next page - 
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requirements, and therefore A-OK’s request for an 
extension should be denied. 

 June 4. On the same day, a letter from Ander-
son County supported A-OK’s time extension re-
quest. It said a meeting of the North East Tennessee 
Railroad Authority (NETRA), scheduled for June 16, 
is to consider providing funds to obtain “accurate 
information” for the STB. 

 June 9. With minimum comment, the STB 
gave A-OK until June 23 to file an Offer of Financial 
Assistance. The STB also extended the hold on the 
abandonment and the trail use requests. 

 June 22. While not taking a position in favor 
of any party, the Tennessee Department of Trans-
portation informed STB of the potential for offering 
rail rehabilitation funds to regional rail authorities 
such as NETRA. 

  June 23. In a letter to the STB, National Coal 
reasserted that it had a valid right of first refusal, 
and since A-OK indicated it would preserve NC’s 
right if A-OK were to acquire the line, the letter sup-
ported A-OK’s proposed acquisition. Other letters 
supporting A-OK were submitted by Campbell 
County and Evergreen Packaging. A NETRA support 
letter offered insightful details, stating that area 
loggers wanted the line open to move logs to a 
“woodchip mill and other destinations”, and that 
other industrial development along the line was ac-
tively under negotiation.  

 June 23. The Arkansas-Oklahoma Railroad filed 
an offer of financial assistance (OFA) to purchase 
the line for $424,958. 

  June 26. The STB issue a ruling that rejected 
the OFA, saying “although AOK has provided evi-
dence of general community support for its OFA … 
it has not sufficiently demonstrated ‘a continued 
need for rail service’ on the Line”. No freight has 
moved on this line in years. With the ruling, a peri-
od begins for negotiating interim use as a trail. 

   June 29. A-OK filed an appeal of the STB deci-
sion, noting that in the applicable regulation, one 
example of evidence of continued need for rail ser-
vice is “community support for continued rail ser-
vice”. A-OK asserted that the numerous letters of 
support submitted “unquestionably complies with 
the requirement of the applicable regulation”. 

While the STB decision declared that these support 
statements “provide no specific detail demonstrat-
ing any commercial need for rail service”, the appli-
cable regulation does not require the supporters to 
provide specific details. A-OK’s lawyer concluded 
with “The Board should grant this Appeal to pre-
vent manifest injustice”.  

 June 29. In a letter supporting the A-OK ap-
peal, IRAIL Car Services proclaimed an intent to 
“locate an active rail-based business on the Line”. 
The version of the letter available for public view-
ing was heavily-redacted, as it contained confiden-
tial business information. This intent had been ref-
erenced in NETRA’s support letter of June 23.  

 July 2. Corman, contending that none of the 
support letters “provides specific or concrete evi-
dence of a need for continued rail service”, urged 
the STB to reject A-OK’s appeal.   

  July 6. NETRA added its voice to the appeal of 
the STB denial. Among the particulars it mentioned 
were that a local timber company had previously 
approached Corman about shipping by rail, but 
“Corman never followed up with us”, and a new 
shipper was currently in the process of acquiring 
land on the line.    

 July 9. Corman’s response to NETRA interven-
tion was that NETRA has no standing in the appeal, 
it was filed after the deadline, and the support let-
ters “should be stricken from the record”. 

 September 22. The STB denied the A-OK ap-
peal, in part based on the assertion that the evi-
dence of a need for rail service by A-OK and its sup-
porters “were lacking in specific detail”. The vote 
was two in favor of rejecting, one dissenting. In his 
dissent, Board Member Oberman stated “On the 
contrary, the record in this proceeding now demon-
strates, with specific and concrete evidence and 
considering the totality of the circumstances, that 
there is a continued need for rail service on the 
Line. … The majority’s search for additional infor-
mation that might have been provided by AOK but 
was not, in my view, amounts to nothing more than 
moving the goal posts on what might be a satisfac-
tory showing of a need for rail service on a line 
which has been out of service for more than two 

- continues next page - 
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years. … I would grant AOK’s appeal and allow the 
OFA process to proceed.” (Ed. note: Although the 

Board has five positions, at this time there were only 

three members.) 

 October 4. A-OK and North East Tennessee Rail-
road Authority jointly asked the Surface Transpor-
tation Board for a stay in the abandonment, pend-
ing a Petition for Reconsideration to the STB. To 
buttress their contention, A-OK and NETRA relied 
on principles that had been upheld in previous gov-
ernment decisions, and contained letters of support 
from entities including the State of Tennessee. The 
stay-request wording appeared tailor-made to pro-
ceed with an appeal in the courts, if not affirmed by 
the STB.  

 October 9. In a predictable reaction, Corman 
filed that there were no valid grounds for the STB 
to grant the stay. It opined that until recently, the 
line had been desired only as a tourist excursion 
railroad, and the current assertions by A-OK and its 
allies were merely a ruse to create delay and poten-
tial costs in order to induce Corman to come to 
terms. Corman stated it was willing to sell the line 
for a reasonable price, but A-OK’s offer was for less 
than 50% of net liquidation value.  

 Two of Corman’s positions seemed contradicto-
ry. On one hand, Corman sought to refute the A-OK 
claim of irreparable harm due to pending removal 
of the rails, citing lack of evidence that such remov-
al was imminent. Then, a page later, Corman said 
that it was the party suffering harm, in that it was 
forced to hold an asset when there is an outside 
party wanting to “purchase the harvestables”.   

 October 12. The groups intent on converting 
the rail corridor into a trail contributed a letter sup-
porting Corman’s attempt to abandon the railroad. 

 October 13. A-OK and North East Tennessee 
Railroad Authority submitted the previously-
promised Petition for Reconsideration to the Sur-
face Transportation Board. The 24-page filing in-
cluded letters from four potential shippers on the 
line. 

 October 21. The R J Corman 14-page reply op-
posing reconsideration was entered into the pro-
ceedings. 

 October 22. Tennessee Congressman Chuck 
Fleshman sent letters supporting “preserving the 
forty-one miles of railroad line” to the three Surface 
Transportation Board members. Declaring that 
public funds of over $1.7 million had been spent 
since 2008 to rehabilitate and maintain the line, he 
offered it would be “disappointing if taxpayer funds 
were wasted”. 

 October 23. A-OK, supported by North East Ten-
nessee Railroad Authority, asked the STB to order R 
J Corman to participate in mediation of the matter. 

 October 25. In a letter dated October 25, but 
not entered into the record on November 6, the 
chief county official informed the Surface Transpor-
tation Board that Scott County did not support the 
attempt to convert the railroad line into a hiking 
trail. In essence, he said that the three county area 
already has hundreds of miles of multiuse trails; the 
greater need is to preserve the railroad line for eco-
nomic development and job creation.  

 October 30. Corman submitted a letter to the 
STB that discredited A-OK’s bid for mediation, and 
then went on to request that the STB impose listed 
stipulations in the event that the STB did grant the 
mediation request. Among the stipulations was that 
A-OK’s purchase offer not be less that what RJC al-
leges it had been offered by a third-party scrapper. 

 November 3. The General Counsel for A-OK 
filed a letter with the STB that could win an award 
for “most punch with the fewest words”. In three 
short paragraphs, the attorney described RJC’s 
most recent entry into the fray as “argumentative 
and included inappropriate comments”, while also 
stating that it was encouraging “that Corman gave 
mediation serious consideration”. In contrast to 
RJC’s recent position, A-OK proffered that it is 
“willing to enter into mediation without pre-
conditions, or with any conditions the Board deems 
just”.  

 November 30, 2020. The Surface Transporta-
tion Board decision gave something to both parties. 
While it denied the Arkansas-Oklahoma petition for 
a stay, it also stated that it expects R J Corman to 
“maintain the status quo and take no action to re-
move the track” while the STB processes the A-OK 

- continues next page - 
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- continues next page - 

 This line began as a short coal company branch 
in 1889. In 1904, when it was just a half-dozen 
mile operation, it was chartered as the Tennessee 
Railway, to expand 10 miles from its Oneida 
connection with the Cincinnati, New Orleans & 
Texas Pacific. The traffic base grew to include tim-
ber. By the next decade, the road showed a 35 mile 
main with multiple branches inserted into the ter-
rain. In 1913, it went into receivership, and came 
out as the Tennessee Railroad.  

 The first diesel arrived in 1955. Southern pur-
chased the line in the 1970s. Among its changes 
were welded rails and motive power. A jettisoned 
RS-1 was to become No. 20 on the Arkansas & Mis-
souri. Long trains moved until the coal declined in 
the early 2000s.  

 National Coal acquired the tracks from Norfolk 
Southern. Having financial troubles, NC sold the 
line to R J Corman in 2010. During this era, the 
New River Scenic Railway briefly operated with a 
locomotive and two coaches. 

 A few related photos are posted at  

[  http://www.arrts-arrchives.com/TNRR.html  ] 
-Sources: Oneida Independent-Herald, Clinton Courier-News, 
FNB Chronicles 

This 1911 map shows the 
Tennessee RR’s numerous 
branches into the rugged 
terrain, and an intent to 
extend southward toward 
Knoxville. The timetables 
on this and the next page  
did not allow much time 
for the return trip turna-
round at the end-of-line. 
Also, note the frequency 
of place names related to 
water: River, Fork, Creek, 
Branch.  

http://www.arrts-arrchives.com/TNRR.html
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request for reconsideration of an appeal. Finally, 
the STB said it will soon appoint one or more medi-
ators, and ordered both A-OK and RJC to engage 
during a 30-day mediation period.  

 February 17, 2021. For over two months, all 
had been quiet on the filing front, but obviously 
someone had been busy. Anderson County submit-
ted a letter to STB that asked if R J Corman had re-
ceived the proper STB approval to take up the 
branch line rails that it had removed in 2015. The 
Interstate Commerce Commission had granted ap-
proval for these six miles along Beech and Rocky 
Forks in 1921. As an additional legal aside, the 
County letter noted that if the current subject aban-
donment were to be approved, then it could have 
the effect of cutting the branch, which had not been 
legally abandoned, off the interstate rail system. In 
a February 23 reply, Corman speculated that the 
branch was already gone when RJC acquired the 
railroad, and denied it had removed the branch.   

 February 22. A letter informed the STB that 
attempts to mediate the dispute between the R J 
Corman and the opposing parties had failed to 
reach a settlement, thus mediation had ended. 

 February 26. A few months had passed since 
a Tennessee congressman last commented, so the 
representative of the Second Congressional District 

sent the STB a friendly letter, just letting them 
know he supported the A-OK attempt to revive the 
line. 

 April 7. The STB had previously allowed a 
time window, set to expire on mid-April 2021, for 
the trail groups to negotiate a trail use agreement 
with R J Corman. With RJC concurrence, the trail 
groups requested a one-year extension. 

 May 3. By denying the petition for reconsid-
eration, the STB once again said “no” to the Arkan-
sas-Oklahoma Railroad and its allies attempting to 
purchase of the former Tennessee Railroad. 

 May 26. Anderson County asked the STB to 
reopen the case, claiming that if allowed to stand, 
the abandonment would leave a branch line off the 
main line stranded, that abandonment of the sub-
ject branch line had never been approved, and that 
the STB did not address this branch when render-
ing its previous decision. The Tennessee Railroad 
had filed with the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion for permission to construct said six-mile 
branch in 1920. On June 1, the A-OK filed to join the 
Anderson County petition.   

 June 15. R J Corman filed a response to the 
Anderson County request, asserting among other 
things that it was in bad faith, just an attempt to 
“gum up” the proceeding. RJC stated that Anderson 
County had not objected to the abandonment “prior 
to it becoming effective on June 26, 2020”. (Note 
that on June 4, 2020, during the Covid pandemic 
lockdown, Anderson County had supported A-OK’s 
request for an extension of time to consider the 
matter.) 

 July 1. Anderson County filed a rebuttal.  

 July 6. R J Corman notified parties that its 
lawyer was at a new lawfirm.  

 July 31. Arkansas-Oklahoma Railroad notified 
the Surface Transportation Board of its withdrawal 
as a participant in the proceeding. The underlying 
reasons were to be submitted confidentially. 

 

At the moment, it seems that the A-OK decided that 
despite it best efforts, it could no longer justify the 
time and expense to revive the line. But kudos for try-
ing. - Ed. 


