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Chapter Members Visit 

 Heart of the Heartlands Museum 

and nearby places of interest 

Columbus     

Triple Crossing 

Where’s the 

Junction in Carl? 

Visitors are welcome to chapter meetings.  
In-person Chapter meetings are suspended during the virus 

pandemic, but we are meeting online.  SEE PAGE 3 
    WHEN: January thru November, the third Thursday of the 

month, 7:00 pm − chapter meetings typically include a 
railroad presentation and a business session. 
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The President’s Observation  
- Mike Sypult 

 American history was built largely around railroad 
history. From the grand days of steam locomotives with 
roundhouses spread around the nation, to local depots 
staffed by agents known by all the locals. The clatter of telegraph and 
sputter of Fairmont speeders with section men maintaining the rails. 
The excitement of the arrival of the daily passenger train filled with 
U.S. mail, baggage and express, and loved ones returning home. The 
punctuation of a passing freight or local with a caboose and friendly 
crew waving as they passed by. 

 From paper switchlists, to timetables, to train order flimsies…
times certainly have changed. Gone are the days of the crew inviting 
you up in the cab as they switch local industries. Gone are the many 
colorful Class One freight cars, each with their distinctive paint 
scheme and logo. Gone are the semaphore type train order boards 
with their position announcing orders to the approaching train. 
Gone, for the most part, are the hand and lantern signals used by 
crews as they shove cars back and forth. 

 Well, these are a few things I remember about railroading. I’m 
glad to see there are still rails and trains to see. I miss the locomotive 
variety and cabooses. I miss visiting with the local crews and depot 
agents. The railroads aren’t quite as personable as they once were. 

 But…we keep railroad history alive through presentations, meet-
ings, publications, and sharing of memories. Perhaps we can pass on 
to the next generation recollections of a glorious bygone era for fu-
ture historians to enjoy. 

WELCOME ABOARD all new and renewing members! 

MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter membership is $12 per year.  

Please make checks payable to ABMT NRHS.  

 National Railway Historical Society individual membership is $50 per 

year; more household members can be added for $7 per person.  

Please refer to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com for complete details. 
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   THE SCRAMBLER welcomes your 

input!   Send content (articles, 

stories, news, photos) to the editor.  

   We strive to provide accurate and 

complete information in The Scram-

bler newsletters. Please send correc-

tions to the editor.  

   DEADLINE for The Scrambler is 

the 1st day of each month. The edi-

tor reserves the right to edit, hold, 

or omit material at the editor’s dis-

cretion. Space for longer articles 

may already be committed months 

in advance. 

The Arkansas-Boston Mountains 

Chapter of the National Railway 

Historical Society, Inc. is a non-

profit, 501(c)(3) educational organi-

zation incorporated under the laws 

of the State of Arkansas. 

  Visit our website at: 

www.ArkRailFan.com  

http://www.nrhs.com
mailto:G4Trains@gmail.com
mailto:ArkyRail@outlook.com
http://www.arkrailfan.com
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1. How to Join the Thursday Evening Online Zoom Chapter Meeting 

 To join chapter meetings being held online, download the FREE Zoom app on a computer, smart 
phone, or tablet that has a microphone and camera. Do this at least one day in advance.  

  If using a computer, then download the Zoom Cloud Meetings App at https://zoom.us/download 

  If using a smart phone or tablet, then go to the app store, search for Zoom Cloud Meetings 

To test it in advance of the meeting or to ask questions, contact Mike Sypult at ArkyRail@outlook.com  

HINT: Early in the day, set an alarm for 5 minutes before the meeting starts, so you can login in time.  

At meeting time, go to:  https://zoom.us/j/3593844541?pwd=Z0V2OUFXRlRyV0lWOUt4a1dqK2NNQT09 

 Depending upon your device, you may also need:    Meeting ID: 359 384 4541      Password: 1Ru4np  

Don’t overlook these crucial steps!!!  When the Zoom screen appears, you may be asked to 

 1. Join with Video    and    2. Join with Computer Audio. 

Please silence any nearby phones, televisions, etc., or close the door to the room where you are. 

 

2. Heart of the Heartlands Slide and Media Show, Saturday, June 19, 11 am to 5 pm  

 At the museum in Carona, Kan.; seven miles north of Columbus, then turn west on K 102− see the May 
issue for a map. Ken Albrecht and Bob Plough will present on the MoPac White River Line and the Frisco 
along the Spring River in Arkansas.  www.heartlandstrainclub.org  They have inside and outside picnic tables.  

 

3. U.S. House Calls for Investigation of Precision Scheduled Railroading on May 13  

 Part of a press release: Chair of the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure Peter DeFa-
zio (D-OR) and Chair of the Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous Materials Donald M. 
Payne, Jr. (D-NJ) are requesting the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) to examine the impacts 
that the implementation of precision scheduled railroading (PSR) by Class I railroads is having on work-
ers, safety, freight shippers, passenger railroads, and long-term management of the nation’s railroads. 

 “PSR in practice means the bottom line drives the decisions,” said Chair DeFazio. “Longer trains, un-
happy shippers, and a workforce pushed to do more with less is not a model to chase after – unless you’re 
on Wall Street. But we can’t let hedge fund managers write the rules of railroading. ...” 

 Separately, in a May 27 release, the Surface Transportation Board (STB) chair questioned many cur-
rent trends, including workforce reductions, share buybacks, pending mergers, and lack of competition. 

 

4. U.S. Department of Transportation Weighs in on Amtrak Service to Mobile 

 The May issue mentioned Amtrak’s ongoing attempt to require CSX and Norfolk Southern to allow pas-
senger service between New Orleans and Mobile. On May 10, the U.S. Department of Transportation and 
Federal Railroad Administration sent the STB a three-page letter supporting this effort. 

Chapter & General News 

 

Due to the corona virus pandemic, for now, in-person Chapter meetings are cancelled. But we are 

meeting online with Zoom. If you have any business items, please bring them up on the Chapter’s   

ABM-NRHS@groups.io   listserv.  To join the listserv, contact Mitch Marmel  marmelmm@gmail.com 

June 17 7 pm Chapter meeting: Colorado History Repeats Itself, by Jim Gattis 

August 23 − 28  National Railway Historical Society 2021 Convention, Milwaukee, Wis. 
https://nrhs.com/convention/   

mailto:ArkyRail@outlook.com
https://zoom.us/j/3593844541?pwd=Z0V2OUFXRlRyV0lWOUt4a1dqK2NNQT09
http://www.heartlandstrainclub.org
mailto:marmelmm@gmail.com
https://nrhs.com/convention/
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Address: ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Soc., PO Box 1303, Springdale, AR 72765-1303  

 The meeting, hosted virtually by Allison Lee on Zoom, commenced 7:06 pm. In attendance were 17 
people on 17 connections.  

Presentation 

 Richard Hovey presented “Anatomy of a Train Wreck”, which explored a horrific head-on collision of 
two Penn Central trains on Manhattan Island. The collision occurred because the yardmaster usurped the 
dispatcher’s authority and there was extremely lax supervision. The investigative report concluded that 
the industry as a whole needed to look closely at their procedures to prevent future incidents of this type.  

Business Items 

1. Treasurer.  Rose Ann Hofer, our Treasurer, reported to the Secretary that she has not gotten a 
new laptop, preventing her from attending Zoom meetings, and that we have $4,112.26 in the checking 
account.   

2.  NRHS.  Dist. 7 National Director Ken Eddy reported that the annual convention will be held on 
August 23-28 in the Milwaukee Doubletree, and they are taking reservations.  

3. Chapter Meetings.  We are always looking for volunteers to present.  We do not have a presenta-
tion lined up for June. Malcolm is working on a presentation on Hi-Speed Rail, but it may not be ready 
in time. 

4. Membership.  It was agreed that we need to recruit more members, especially from the younger 
generation. Allison said she would talk to Brenda, who is making audio presentations to accompany 
the museum displays. Fayetteville High School is in the process of forming student clubs for the coming 
school year, giving us an opportunity. Gary suggested that Operation Lifesaver gives us a way to get 
into schools. The A&M gives shop tours which sparked the interest of at least one member. 

5. Old Business.  Jim Gattis said the tour of the Heart of the Heartlands Museum May 7 was a suc-
cess with 10 members attending. He submitted an article of the trip to the NRHS News.  

6. New Business.  John Chambers said that the Heart of the Heartlands Museum will have an event 
on June 19 from 11:00-5:00. Two excellent photographers, Ken Albrecht and Bob Plough, will show 
photos of the White River sub and along the Spring River to Memphis. All are welcome and sometimes 
other people drop in to display their photos. 

Malcolm Cleaveland, Secretary, ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Society   

ABMT NRHS Chapter Meeting Minutes   ̶  May 20, 2021 

  One of Dick’s photos of the fatal wreck 
on the West Side of Manhattan. 
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 The focus of this issue is the recent visit by many 
chapter members to the Heart of the Heartlands rail 
museum at Carona, Kan., and bits of rail history en-
countered while en route. A major factor in the de-
velopment of the dense rail network in the area − 
see the map below − was the existence of what be-
came known as the Tri-State Mining District. Cen-
tered around Joplin, the District covered the area 
where Missouri, Kansas, and Oklahoma converge.  

 Area mining began in the mid-1800s, with the 
lead and zinc mines blossoming in the late 1800s, 
and continuing until around 1970. The District was 
a major source of lead and zinc in the U.S. The area 
also has a coal mining history. 

 Interestingly, most of these lines in the heart of 

the District were not the “top tier” main ones in the 
1900s. Of all shown, only the KCS extending south 
from Kansas City hosted a premier passenger train. 
True, the SLSF Kansas City―Tulsa line, via Miami 
and Columbus, is arguable, but in the 1930s, pas-
senger trains on this route carried three digits. Ser-
vice on this line was not included among the last 
survivors in a 1964 passenger timetable. The Frisco 
Tulsa―Springfield line, also one with major passen-
ger trains, was at the periphery of the District.  

 Not surprisingly, a number of these branches 
have either been handed over to short lines or have 
been pulled up. 

 

 by J. L. Gattis 

ATSF Santa Fe 
KCS Kansas City Southern 
KO&G Kansas, Okla. & Gulf 
MKT  Missouri-Kansas-Texas 
MP  Missouri Pacific 
NEO Northeast Oklahoma 
SLSF St Louis−San Francisco 
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    In the March chapter meeting, Gerald Hook 
brought up the idea of a chapter member road trip, 
then John Chambers extended an invitation to visit 
the Heart of the Heartlands rail museum complex at 
unincorporated Carona, a few miles north of Colum-
bus, Kansas. Although currently closed due to the 
virus pandemic, the railroad club opens it to groups 
making special arrangements. In the April chapter 
meeting, members present selected Friday, May 7 
as the date. 

 Ten chapter members made the trip. At least 
three more had initially planned to go, but last mi-
nute events changed their plans. 

    John Chambers, the vice president and historian 
of the museum group, conducted a tour lasting well 
over an hour of the outdoor rolling stock and the 
restored Carona Missouri Pacific depot building. 
The “outdoor” part of the visit included stepping 
inside an elegantly appointed former New York 
Central office car, vintage 1930, and the cab of the 
restored 1906 Kansas City Southern steam locomo-
tive, No. 1023.  

    We stopped for our brown-bag lunches on their 
picnic tables inside their sizable building, just be-
fore the forecast “30% chance of showers” became 
100% rain. After eating, John continued with expla-

- continues next page - 

text and photos by J. L. Gattis 

On the Road Again 

  The mostly vaccinated group briefly removed masks to pose around one of the speeders inside the museum. 
 From left to right: Jim Gattis, Travis Walls, Barb Gavron, Garon Lee, Allison Lee, Larry Spahn, John Chambers, 

Malcoln Cleaveland, Lynn Cleaveland, Gerald Hook, Hugh Harris, Ken Eddy.  
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 Visit Heart of the Heartlands Museum   (continued) 

nations of the many hundreds of “indoor” items,  
ranging from the common to the arcane. In addi-
tion to pictures, timetables, calendars, and lan-
terns, we viewed dining car china, artifacts from 
former active depots, and the operating stand of 
the first Kansas City Southern passenger diesel. 
Parts of the building are partitioned into display 
areas for individual railroads. 

    After the protracted months of Covid precau-
tions and restrictions, this museum trip proved 
to be a great choice for chapter members to safe-
ly view an outstanding collection. 

    The Heartlands, which focuses on the railroads 
of the Four-State Area (Kansas, Missouri, Oklaho-
ma, Arkansas), receives support from Watco 
Companies and its owners, the Webb family of 
Pittsburg, Kansas. The Heartlands group was 
started by Watco founder Dick Webb in 1989. 
Watco’s South Kansas & Oklahoma Railroad now 
operates the tracks alongside the museum, which 
were once part of a Missouri Pacific line that ex-
tended from Nevada, Missouri through Coffey-
ville, Kansas.  

Right: Part of the interior of the restored 
Carona depot.  

Below: The former Missouri Pacific depot at Carona. At the right edge is Southeast Kansas caboose 1716. 
Next to the caboose but not distinguishable is MoPac No. 3001, a 1932 Plymouth chain-drive switcher. The 

Museum states it 
is the oldest re-
maining MP in-
ternal combus-
tion locomotive. 
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 Visit Heart of the Heartlands Museum   (continued) 

   Host John Chambers explains the features of one of the smaller outdoor pieces, a diesel hydraulic switch 
engine built by Whitcomb Locomotive Company in 1952 (also shown in the front cover photo). In the back-
ground is a 1950s Chevrolet delivery van used by Railway Express Agency.  

   A glimpse of part of their collection, and the 
darkening horizon that soon turned to rain. 
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- continues next page - 

 Visit Heart of the Heartlands Museum   (continued) 

 Kansas City Southern No. 1023, built by Alco 
in 1906 as a 2-8-0, was converted to an 0-8-0 
for switching duties in 1925. Retrieved from 
a park in Pittsburg in a somewhat deteriorat-
ed state, it is now well-painted and pre-
served under a covering on the museum 
grounds. And it rests on a trackbed that 
some shortlines would envy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 After Ken Eddy took photos of No. 1023, Ken 

then was included in a photo. 
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 Visit Heart of the Heartlands Museum   (continued) 

Above: The museum has big plans for 
the GE 70-tonner. This is a 1950’s 
Frankfort & Cincinnati unit, now in 
the paint of Lone Star Cement. Of the 
same family as the power used by the 
late Arkansas & Ozarks, the intent is 
to repaint it in A&O orange and sort-
of-white, and set it in a place of hon-
or. The new rails are already installed, 
but the ground will have to dry before 
it will support a crane to lift the loco-
motive. 

 
 
Right: Host John let the Lees explore the 

cab of Southeast Kansas No. 1000. 
Originally an F7, the Santa Fe convert-
ed it to this CF7 at its Cleburne, Tex. 
shop in the 1970s. John and Garon 
are still inside, while Allison is careful-
ly climbing down. Yes, face masks can 
obstruct your vision. 
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Thanks 

 I think I can speak for all 
present, and say we thor-
oughly appreciated John 
Chambers’ excellent tour 
narration.  Their collection 
was worth the trip.  

 In addition, John also 
informed us of the triple 
crossing in Columbus. 

 Visit Heart of the Heartlands Museum   (continued) 

Left:   Recreating the ele-
gance of almost a century 
ago, when those privileged 
to ride in Tallgrass, former 
New York Central office car 
No. 5, dined in style. The 
1930 Pullman car was used 
by successors Penn Central 
and Conrail. 

Right:   Map with western 
Missouri and eastern Kansas, 
showing where Carona fit in 
MoPac’s bigger picture. The 
line from Nevada, Mo. 
through Coffeyville, Kan. 
continued to Winfield and 
Larned in west-central Kan-
sas. Now, the track through 
Carona is part of Watco’s 
South Kansas & Oklahoma. 
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 text and photos by J. L. Gattis 

Where's the Junction in Carl? 

 The town is named Carl Junction, 
but where’s the junction? 

- continues next page - 

 There are many possible routes to approach the museum at 
Carona, Kan., from the south and east, including one through 
Carl Junction, Mo. (Carl Junction is a few miles northwest of 
Joplin.) While studying the maps in advance of the recent trip 
to the Carona museum, I began to wonder: just what and 
where is the junction? Today, there are no rail lines there, ex-
cept for the KCS main line at the east city limits, whose inclu-
sion is a result of more-recent annexation. 

There Was a Junction! 

 Some digging revealed that in 1873, the Memphis, Carthage 
& Northwestern line from Pierce City (originally, they spelled 
it “Peirce”) was extended westward to the north of Joplin (see 
map on page 5). Construction came to a halt near the Missouri 
−Kansas line. By 1876, it was called Missouri & Western, and 
then resumed expansion, eventually to Wichita and Ellsworth. 

 Late in 1876, the Joplin & Girard had, from a connection at 
Girard, Kan. (northwest of Pittsburg) with SLSF predecessor 
Missouri River, Ft Scott & Gulf, built into Missouri. This road 
soon became the Joplin Railroad, and was running trains to 
Joplin by mid-1877.  

 In 1877, Kansas businessman Charles Skinner platted a 
town where the Joplin crossed the M&W. His original German 
name was “Carl”. Stating the obvious, the town was called Carl 
Junction. 

- continues next page - 

Below:   The wooden Frisco depot at Carl 
Junction.  

-Photo courtesy of City of Carl Junction 
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Enter the Frisco 

 The Frisco acquired both lines through Carl Junc-
tion. The Joplin & Pittsburg Rwy interurban later 
traversed a path to the west of the former Joplin RR. 
In another incarnation, the J&P was the Joplin− 
Pittsburg Electric. 

The Demise of the Junction 

 In the 1959-60 period, the Frisco abandoned the 
rails from north of Carl Junction to Opolis, Mo. A 
1984 document showed the line southward to be in 

operation; a respondent on the Frisco.org bulletin 
board said it was taken up in 1985. With this, there 
was no longer a true junction at Carl Junction.  

 In May 2002, BNSF filed with the Surface Trans-
portation Board to jettison 28 miles of the east-
west line, stating it had not been used for two years. 
The rail removal also removed a link to Carl Junc-
tion’s history. However, the City preserved and con-
verted the former Missouri & Western right-of-way 
into a public trail.  

 Where’s the Junction in Carl?   (continued) 

   The MC&NW became the Missouri & Western. When the Joplin RR crossed it, between the M&W towns of 
Twin Groves and Smithfield, Mo. (Smithfield is less than a mile east of the Kansas line), the Joplin timetable 
labeled the new junction location as Mo. & West. Crossing. This soon became Carl Junction. 
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 Where’s the Junction in Carl?   (continued) 

From near the depot site, view to the northeast. 
The M&W rails once ran where the paved path is 
today. The far tree line marks the edge of one of 
the connecting tracks for the two crossing lines.   

Carl Jct. 1963. By now, the 
northward line terminated 
within a few hundred feet. 

RR water tower 

RR depot 

tree line in photo below 

o
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 in
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This Carl Jct. map was dated 
1906, republished in 1954. 

water 
tower 

jail 

church
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 The first railroad to reach Columbus, Kan., about 
eight miles south of the Carona museum, was the 
Missouri River, Ft Scott & Gulf, from Kansas City in 
1870. Reorganized as Kansas City, Ft Scott & Gulf in 
1879, it became Kansas City, Ft Scott & Memphis in 
1888. The Frisco took control in 1901.  

 Seat of the southeastern-most county in Kansas,  
Columbus had evolved into quite the rail center in 
the mid-1900s (see map on page 5). The MKT line 
between Parsons and Joplin came through on a 
northwest−southeast bearing. The SLSF had 
north−south and east−west lines through town. The 
Northeast Oklahoma paralleled the north−south 
Frisco. With all of this, Columbus once could boast 
of having a triple-crossing railroad diamond.  

 That triple-crossing diamond and SLSF caboose 
1701 are displayed in front of the Columbus Muse-
um and Genealogy Library at 100 S Tennessee Ave. 
Staff at the museum said Burlington Northern had 
donated the caboose prior to September 1986, and 
it was dedicated in the city park in 1987. The ca-
boose and diamond were moved to their current 
site in 2005. They said except for newspaper arti-
cles, the museum does not have other railroad 
memorabilia. 

 Today, Columbus is on the BNSF Afton subdivi-
sion, part of a route between Kansas City and Tulsa. 
A BNSF branch (former MKT) extends from Colum-
bus to Joplin. Watco’s South Kansas & Oklahoma 
runs west from Columbus. 

 text and  photos by J. L. Gattis 

Columbus Triple Crossing 

Above:   Map of unknown 
date showing SLSF-SLSF-MKT 
triple crossing location. 
Right:   The triple crossing. 
Below:   While there is no 
longer an active triple cross-
ing, there is a large “Y” north-
east of downtown with a 
BNSF presence. 

  highlighting locations 

you may want to visit  
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Below:   Lynn Cleaveland studying equipment in the Heart of the Heartlands collection. In the background -
left, Ken Eddy is perhaps checking his camera. 


