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The President’s Observation  
- Gary McCullah 

 This will be my last column as president of ABMT-
NRHS, at least for now. This was my second stint as 
president and will be the more challenging and inter-
esting of the two. 

 So many of the members who made up the chapter during my 
first go-round had passed on by the time I assumed office this time. 
It is a sad reality that we must face. I am glad we now have the 
technology to record and archive the presentations. So many excel-
lent programs will never be seen again because we didn’t have the 
right equipment available. 

 COVID-19 has made this year harder in some ways, but I am en-
couraged by the way our members adapted to using Zoom for our 
meetings. It used to be that we would face canceling a meeting due 
to inclement weather. Now we can shift to online and go on. 

 It is my hope that the membership of the chapter will continue 
to produce excellent content for both the monthly programs as well 
as The Scrambler. Once I have completed all of my treatments, I 
hope to put together some content to share. 

 Support the new chapter president as you have supported me. 

It is OUR chapter. 

WELCOME ABOARD all new and renewing members! 

MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter membership is $12 per year.  

 Please make checks payable to ABMT NRHS.  

National Railway Historical Society Individual membership is $50 per 

year; more household members can be added for $7 per person.  

Please refer to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com for complete details. 

 

          DIRECTORY OF 2020 OFFICERS 

President  ...................................  Gary McCullah 

Vice President  .........................  Larry Cain 

Secretary  ...................................  Malcolm Cleaveland 

Treasurer  ..................................  Rose Ann Hofer 

Membership  .............................  Malcolm Cleaveland 

Program Director  ...................  Hugh Harris 

Dist. 7 National Director  .....  Ken Eddy 

National Representative  .....  Jim Gattis 

 

Website Manager  ...................  Mike Sypult 

Editor  ..........................................  Jim Gattis  

Volume 34, No. 4 - December 2020 

THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER 

is published monthly by the            

Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter 

(of the National Railway Historical 

Society, Inc.), PO Box 1303, Spring-

dale, Arkansas 72765-1303.        

Opinions expressed herein may not 

reflect the official position of the 

Chapter or the NRHS. 

Editor ………..……  J. L. Gattis 

G4Trains@gmail.com  

Circulation ………  Mike Sypult 

ArkyRail@outlook.com  

   Every effort is made to provide ac-

curate and complete information in 

THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER news-

letters. Please send corrections to 

the editor.  

   Contributing to THE ARKANSAS 

SCRAMBLER:  We welcome your 

input! Send content (articles, stories, 

photos) for the SCRAMBLER to the 

editor.  

   DEADLINE for the SCRAMBLER is 

the 1st day of each month. The editor 

reserves the right to edit, hold, or 

omit material at his discretion. Space 

for longer articles may already be 

committed months in advance. 

The Arkansas-Boston Mountains 

Chapter of the National Railway 

Historical Society, Inc. is a non-

profit, 501(c)(3) educational organi-

zation incorporated under the laws 

of the State of Arkansas. 

  Visit our website at: 

www.ArkRailFan.com  

 Visitors are welcome to chapter meetings.   
In-person Chapter meetings are temporarily suspended during the virus 

pandemic, but we are meeting online.  SEE PAGE 3 
     WHEN: January thru November, the third Thursday of the month, 
7:00 pm − Recently, the format has been a presentation first, followed 
by a discussion of any business items. 

http://www.nrhs.com
mailto:G4Trains@gmail.com
mailto:ArkyRail@outlook.com
http://www.arkrailfan.com
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1. ’tis the Season to Both Give and Get 

 Well, folks, it’s that time of year again. No, not the Holiday Season; it’s membership renewal time! Both 
local chapter and NRHS annual membership dues are due.  

 NRHS sends renewal notices in the mail, but if you did not receive one, renewal is also available online.    
https://nrhs.com/membership/   If you have not signed up for “national”, consider joining for $50 per year; 
more household members can be added for $7 per person. For your membership, you get the color print 
magazine Bulletin, typically 40 pages about four times per year, plus the smaller News, about six per year, 
some months in print, some online. But your membership also gives back, helping fund the many NRHS 
programs to preserve and perpetuate railroad history, such as film and video preservation, financial 
grants for preservation, the Historic Plaque Program, and RailCamp for teenagers.  

 To join or renew a one-year membership in the Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter, mail a check 
made out to the chapter for $12 (make sure your name, address, phone number are clearly included!) to    
             Rose Ann Hofer  
             5 Breton Lane  
             Bella Vista  AR 72715-4935 

 

Since the pandemic has forced us to meet via Zoom, the number of people attending has 
grown, but some of the longtime members have shied away from the meetings. Many of 
you have played major roles over the years in the chapter.  WE MISS YOUR PRESENCE!  

Please consider downloading Zoom in advance, and joining the Thursday, Dec. 17 meeting. 

2. How to Join the Thursday Evening Online Zoom Chapter Meeting 

 To join chapter meetings being held online, download the FREE Zoom app on a computer, smart 
phone, or tablet that has a microphone and camera. Do this at least one day in advance.  

  If using a computer, then download the Zoom Cloud Meetings App at https://zoom.us/download 

  If using a smart phone or tablet, then go to the app store, search for Zoom Cloud Meetings 

To test it in advance of the meeting or to ask questions, contact Mike Sypult at ArkyRail@outlook.com  

HINT: Early in the day, set an alarm for 5 minutes before the meeting starts, so you can login in time.  

At meeting time, go to:  https://zoom.us/j/3593844541?pwd=Z0V2OUFXRlRyV0lWOUt4a1dqK2NNQT09 

 Depending upon your device, you may also need:    Meeting ID: 359 384 4541      Password: 1Ru4np  

 

3. Region Railroad News: Watco Startup Name Reflects Movie Characters 

 Watco, the Pittsburg, Kansas−based short line holding company, is proceeding to turn a newly-
acquired repair shop line near Chicago into the Elwood Joliet & Southern short line. Interestingly similar, 
in the 1980 film “The Blues Brothers”, the two main characters were Elwood and Joliet Jake. 

 

Chapter & General News 

 

Due to the corona virus pandemic, for now, in-person Chapter meetings are cancelled. But we are 

meeting online with Zoom. If you have any business items, please bring them up on the Chapter’s   

ABM-NRHS@groups.io   listserv.  To join the listserv, contact Mitch Marmel  marmelmm@gmail.com 

December 17 7 pm Chapter meeting: Missouri Pacific’s White River Line, by Mike Sypult 

January 21, 2021 7 pm Chapter meeting:   

https://nrhs.com/membership/
mailto:ArkyRail@outlook.com
https://zoom.us/j/3593844541?pwd=Z0V2OUFXRlRyV0lWOUt4a1dqK2NNQT09
mailto:marmelmm@gmail.com


 December 2020         THE  SCRAMBLER, Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter, NRHS   www.ArkRailFan.com         Page 4  

 Stewart Michael Condren Ph.D. or “Mike” as he was known to so many, entered this life on September 
13, 1942, the only child of Stewart Milton and Margaret Chloe (Hill) Condren in Fort Smith, Ark. Mike 
graduated high school in Van Buren, Ark. He then went on to further his education, receiving a Bachelor 
of Science from the University of Arkansas in 1965. Mike then attended the University of Missouri at Rol-
la, where he earned his Master of Science in 1967 and his Ph.D. in Chemistry in 1971.  

 After earning his Ph.D., Mike went on to become a professor at The University of the Ozarks in Clarks-
ville, Ark. It was at The (then) College of the Ozarks where Mike met the love of his life, Jan Cole. They 
were married on campus, in a Quaker Meeting for Worship. She learned to love trains and Razorbacks; he 
supported her through eight years of working full time and attending seminary. Mike continued to teach 
at The University of the Ozarks until 1981, when he took a position with Christian Brothers University in 
Memphis, Tenn. In 1994, he also became a visiting professor at the University of Wisconsin. He retired 
from both universities in 2009. Mike loved teaching chemistry to his students, to his family, and in every 
way he could. He was a lifetime member of the American Chemical Society. He helped develop education-
al tools at the University of Wisconsin, and loved to put on demonstrations in his own classroom, in his 
children’s schools, and eventually in his grandson’s. He liked to start every class with a BANG.  

 Mike showed his love for God and the church in all that he did. He served as a deacon in Clarksville, 
Memphis, and Tahlequah. In Memphis, he was Property and Grounds chair—twice. In Tahlequah, he was 
part of First Presbyterian Church’s backpack ministry, 
and sat at the front every Sunday. 

 Mike loved trains of every sort. Family and friends 
spent countless Friday nights in the garage working on 
his model railroad, followed by slideshows of recent 
train photographs. Many of his photographs were pub-
lished in train books and magazines. He managed a 
website well-known throughout the railroading com-
munity. Sunday evenings were spent on Kentucky St. in 
Memphis, photographing trains crossing the Mississippi 
River bridge. The hobby was a source of joy for the 
whole family. It is fitting that Mike’s death occurred on 
the 40th anniversary of the end of his favorite rail-
road—the Frisco. 

 Mike had a deep love for animals, especially cats, a 
love that his children and grandson inherited. Family 
pets included everything from dogs and cats to ferrets 
and hermit crabs. Mike loved the Arkansas Razorbacks. 
A part of the Razorback band, he loved to tell the story 
of playing for President Kennedy, and he loved to talk 
about being a part of the graduating class of 1965, 
which won the National Championship. 

 Mike contracted COVID-19, and after a short battle 
with this awful disease, left this life to be with the 
Lord on Saturday, November 21, 2020 in Stilwell, 
Okla. He will be missed dearly by all his family and 
friends. He is preceded in death by his parents. Left to 

Chapter & General News  (continued) 

IN MEMORIAM  

Paul Strang, Mike Condren (center), and James 
Locke with KCS Nos. 30 (F3) and 86 (F7) at Heaven-
er in 1974. Paul said this was his first railfan trip 
with Mike. Truly, time flies. 
 Photo by Jim Christenberry, courtesy of Paul Strang 

- continues next page - 
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Address: ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Soc., PO Box 1303, Springdale, AR 72765-1303  

Meeting of the Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society  
held via the internet due to the pandemic  

(is normally at the J. Reilly McCarren Transportation Museum, A&M Depot, Springdale, Ark.).   

 The meeting, hosted via the internet by Mike Sypult, commenced at 7:05 pm. In virtual attendance 
were at least 25 people on 22 connections, including Bradley Scott from Michigan, Bob Allen from Tope-
ka, and John Chambers, the Archivist of the Heart of the Heartlands museum complex in Carona, Kan.   

 It is with heavy heart that we note the passing of Mike Condren, a chapter member noted for his rail 
photography and love of trains, from complications of Covid-19. The virtual memorial service will take 
place on Friday, November 27.  

 The interesting presentation was by Garon Lee about the Duluth, Minn., Lake Superior Railroad Muse-
um and North Shore Scenic Railroad. This is the link to the video collection he referred to. 

https://www.youtube.com/c/NorthShoreScenicRailroadDuluth/videos 

Business Items 

1. No reports from Ken Eddy, our National Representative, or Rose Ann Hofer, our Treasurer. 

2. Jim Gattis proposed that we sponsor Garon Lee for RailCamp in 2021, assuming it is not canceled like 
in 2020. Moved, seconded and passed.   

3. Al Kaeppel had suggested that we contribute $250 to Christmas children charities through the A&M. 
Moved, seconded, and passed. We will talk to Brenda to find out what children’s charities are support-
ed so we can direct our support to a specific charity if we want to.  

4. Gary McCullah said there will not be a chapter Christmas Dinner Train this year.  

5. Since Gary wishes to step down, Mike Sypult was nominated for 2021 president; to be considered next 
meeting.   

6. Note by the Secretary and now apparently the Archivist [i.e., Malcolm]: Some materials in the archives 
do not really pertain to the Chapter, e.g., a 1987 Burlington Northern calendar, several VHS tapes, etc. 
Suggestions about what to do about apparently extraneous materials like the BN calendar are wel-
come. If Malcolm receives no suggestions soon, those materials will be discarded.  

ABMT NRHS Chapter Meeting Minutes   ̶  November 19, 2020 

The August 1988 Scrambler mentioned that Mike Condren had 
brought up that name for newsletter of the newly-formed chapter. 

- continues next page - 

cherish Mike’s memory include his wife Rev. Jan Condren of the home, two children Virginia and husband 
Patrick Cruanes, and Matt Condren, all of Metairie, La., one grandchild Shawn Reason, a cousin Richard 
Skinner and wife Sandra of Bartlesville, Okla., as well as many cousins, friends, and loved ones. 

 Funeral Services were at First Presbyterian Church in Tahlequah, Okla., on Friday, November 27, 2020, 
with interment at Muldrow Cemetery in Muldrow, Okla. 

 In lieu of flowers, the family asks that people thank health care workers and first responders, help 
their neighbors who are suffering from the economic effects of COVID-19, wear their masks faithfully, cel-
ebrate Thanksgiving, Christmas, and other winter holidays only with people in their immediate house-
holds, and remember that we are all in this together. 

IN MEMORIAM  
 (continued) 

https://www.youtube.com/c/NorthShoreScenicRailroadDuluth/videos
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Train Talk and General 

• Jim Gattis asked if anyone recalled when the former MP yard at Gurdon had emptied. Jim also asked 

about A&M being observed switching in far-south Ft Smith, south of Phoenix Ave.; Mitch said he would 
inquire. 

• Mitch Marmel said that the A&M will have a Pajama Express with a socially distanced Santa, i.e., Mitch. 

The A&M is expanding its holiday excursions to include Monett and Van Buren.  

• Mike Sypult said that KCS has canceled its Holiday Express.   

• Mike Sypult is collaborating with Dr. Bill Pollard to scan all the Arkansas Railroader newsletters of the 

former Little Rock NRHS chapter to make searchable versions available online.  

• Mike Sypult commented that Mike Condren’s website was allowed lapse and erased by the provider. 

Fortunately, a private citizen had copied the entire website and we were able to restore it.   

• There is currently an exhibition in Siloam Springs that presents its railroad history. Along the major 

highway, there are signs directing visitors to the downtown museum.   

• Mitch Marmel said that the Sugar Creek club plans on holding its annual model railroad show at the 

Benton County Fairgrounds on Saturday, February 27, 2021, unless it is shut down because of the pan-
demic.  

 

 As always, looking for volunteers to present. See you next month online using Zoom. Watch your email 
for the link.   

Malcolm Cleaveland, Secretary, ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Society 

During presentation time, Garon Lee was at 
   the throttle. All aboard had a fine ride.  

 Minutes  (continued) 
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by J. L. Gattis 

... continued from the previous issue 

 

Industry Generates Rail Traffic 

 By the start of the 20th Century, Ouachita County 
production had expanded to include mining the ar-
ea’s deposits of coal, clay, and kaolin. Of course, har-
vesting timber was (and still is) a major activity. 
The value of the clay was in making products such 
as bricks and pottery. Names that arose from these 
endeavors included Camark Pottery, and Camden 
Coal & Clay. According to an article in a Ouachita 

County Historical Quarterly, some of the land these 
pursuits occurred on “came from purchase from 
Mississippi, Ouachita & Red River Railroad”.  

 From such activities arose little known railroads 
serving the production areas. At one time, there 
was a cluster of narrow gauge lines crisscrossing 
the area northwest of Camden, in the vicinity of 
Chidester and Bragg City. This maze of spurs fanned 
out to the side of the Iron Mountain’s Gurdon− 
to−Camden route, carrying the products to what the 
timetable then showed as the Lester community.  

- continues next page - 

  The 1915 state railroad map 
gives geographical context to a 
discussion of Camden area rail-
roads. 

Camden was served by three 
Class I railroads. 

1. First to arrive was the St Louis, 
Iron Mountain & Southern. It 
was merged into Missouri Pacific 
(MP) in 1917. 

2. Next came what was to be-
come the St Louis Southwestern 
(SSW), commonly known as the 
Cotton Belt. 

3. Last to arrive was Chicago,  
Rock Island & Pacific (CRI&P), 
informally the Rock Island. 

Gray: Cotton Belt 

Red:   Iron Mountain 
Blue:  Rock Island 
Green: Ouachita Val. 
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 The first three decades of the 1900s saw petrole-
um production expand in nearby areas, and the 
construction of what was to become a large Inter-
national Paper mill in Cullendale, immediately 
south of Camden. Again, more activities to generate 
freight and income for railroads. Just prior to World 
War II, production of Grapette soft drink began in 
Camden. During the war, the government carved 
out Shumaker Naval Ammunition Depot in the 
woods a few miles to the east. Years later, Shumak-
er was deemed surplus, so it and its labyrinth of 
railroad tracks were sold in the 1960s and devel-
oped into Highland Industrial Park. 

Passenger Service Was Roaring in the ‘20s  

 When there was sufficient passenger traffic to 
warrant multiple trains per day on a given line, the 
railroad companies responded by differentiating 
among their various offerings. For instance, one 
passenger train might be a slower “local”, stopping 
at every station along the way, while another train 
on the same line was a faster “limited” or “express”. 
These faster trains would bypass small burgs, stop-
ping only at towns with greater numbers of passen-

gers. On some railroads, these limited trains attract-
ed wealthier clientele by offering more luxurious 
amenities, such as having air-conditioned coaches 
before most trains had them. 

 Timetables from the early 1920s show that the 
St Louis Southwestern served Camden with three 
pairs of trains. Nos. 1-2 and 3-4 were through 
trains. They shuttled back and forth between cities 
in Texas on one end, and Memphis or points in Mis-
souri on the other end. Nos. 3-4 also met connecting 
trains at Lewisville for Shreveport. Nos. 7-8 ran be-
tween Pine Bluff and Texarkana, and also had the 
Shreveport train connections. None of these offer-
ings rolled by in the wee hours of the night, with 
perhaps the least convenient time being No. 3 
southbound at 5:08 am. One could travel to North 
Little Rock via Pine Bluff and England, but it would 
take all day, departing Camden at 9:47 am, arriving 
across the river from the Capitol at 6 pm. The re-
turn trip required even more time.  

 The Rock Island fielded Nos. 629 and 630 to and 
from Butterfield (north of Malvern), where there 

 Camden  (continued) 

- text continues on page 11 - 

  Appears that a SSW boxcar had the honor of toting the first load shipped from 
the new paper mill in Camden.                           -State Historical Society of Missouri 
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Passenger train schedules and equipment offered by the Cotton Belt to serve Camden in 1923. 
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 Camden  (continued) 

- continues next page - 

 Early 1920s passenger train infor-
mation for Rock Island (above) and 
Missouri Pacific (right and below) 
service to Camden. While the Rock 
Island may seem slow, taking three 
hours to cover slightly more than 60 
miles to Butterfield, the MP’s best 
train needed 1⅔ hours to ply the 34 
miles between Camden and Gurdon. 

 The “Section” in the equipment 
list were pairs of facing seat rows in 
the day, at night converted to upper 
and lower berths with curtains. 
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 Camden  (continued) 

were connections with trains on its Hot Springs− 
Little Rock line. 

 MP served Camden with a pair of through trains 
between El Dorado and Little Rock. The Oiler, Nos. 
31 and 34, carried sleeping cars with 12 sections 
(upper and lower berth) plus a drawing room 
(three beds). Nos. 35 and 36 carried no name, but 
the northbound also had a sleeping car. In addition, 
there was a Gurdon−El Dorado pair (Nos. 890-891) 
and a Camden−El Dorado pair (Nos. 822-823). The 
schedule of No. 36 allowed travelers to leave Cam-
den at 3:40 in the afternoon and arrive in Little 
Rock at 8:15 that evening. The Oiler’s 8:15 pm de-
parture put one in Little Rock at 1 am, which facili-
tated a connection with the Sunshine Special on-
ward to St. Louis. The Sunshine was MP’s faster, 
premier offering between St Louis and Texas. Those 
remaining in Little Rock and who paid for a sleeper 
could occupy their accommodations until 7 am. 

Service Evolves and Declines 

 Of course, operations continually evolved with 
the passage of time. In Missouri Pacific employee 
timetables of the 1930s can be found mention of the 
Gurdon District, extending from Gurdon to Collin-
ston, Louisiana, about 20 miles shy of Monroe. A 
Red Ball freight made a daily run between Gurdon 

and Monroe. The passenger train emphasis seemed 
to be on connections at either end, not on through 
service. For instance, there were two Gurdon-to-El 
Dorado runs (Nos. 821 and 847), and a single sepa-
rate El Dorado-to-Monroe run (No. 823). One trav-
eling from Gurdon to Monroe would encounter an 
hour-and-a-half layover at El Dorado.  

 MP employee timetables of the mid-1950s 
placed Camden within the Gurdon-to-El Dorado 
Gurdon Subdivision of the Arkansas Division. The 
passenger train speed limit on this sub was 45 mph. 
The division Trainmaster was located in Little Rock, 
with Assistant Trainmasters based in Gurdon and El 
Dorado. An interesting side note was these timeta-
bles listed Reader as a flag stop, but allowed the 
train to stop on notice to serve nearby Sayre, less 
than a mile away. The passenger schedule from this 
period is below. 

 Obviously, being situated on the Cotton Belt 
mainline gave Camden the best passenger train ser-
vice that the SSW had to offer, until it ceased to of-
fer in the late 1950s. But perhaps not immediately 
intuitive was the duration of MP passenger service. 
Long after many secondary lines had lost their pas-
senger trains, the ridership generated by the area’s 
industries motivated Missouri Pacific to continue 

- continues next page - 

Southbound Southbound   August 1955  Northbound Northbound 

No. 31 No. 821 Mile  Station  No. 822 No. 32 

12:55 am  346 Lv Little Rock Arr  11:05 pm 

2:40 am   426 Arr Gurdon Lv  9:20 pm 

 5:15 am 426 Lv Gurdon Arr 8:45 pm  

 6:20 am 459 Lv Camden Lv 7:32 pm  

 7:30 am 492 Arr El Dorado Lv 6:30 pm  

 

  A mid-1900s telephone book shows 
that Cotton Belt, Missouri Pacific, and 
Rock Island maintained a presence in 
Camden. In addition,  the Cotton Belt 
staffed a station at Stephens, in the 
southwestern part of Ouachita County. 
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 Camden  (continued) 

service between El Dorado and Gurdon, making 
connections with trains on the St. Louis−to− Texas 
main line. This lasted until the early 1960s. 

 In 1960, the southbound connection was with 
No. 1, the Texas Eagle. (By this time, the newer 
streamlined Eagle has supplanted the Sunshine as 
the top train on the line.) Leaving St Louis at 5:50 
pm, it arrived in Gurdon at 1:55 the next morning. 
Connecting train No. 821 made Camden at 3:40 am 
and El Dorado at 5:00 am. While those riding in a 
coach had to physically change cars at Gurdon, a 
sleeping car with El Dorado-bound customers was 
switched from the Eagle onto No 821. Another add-
ed perk for those passengers with the wherewithal 
to afford sleeping car accommodations was they 
could prolong their slumber and occupy the sleeper 
at El Dorado until 7 am. Northbound, one left El Do-
rado at 6:30 pm and Camden at 7:32 pm on No. 822 
– the same as in the 1955 schedule. This allowed a 
35-minute margin to make the connection with 
northbound No. 32, departing Gurdon at 9:20 pm. 
No. 32 still carried the Sunshine Special name; the 
timetable no longer showed a southbound counter-
part. Northbound originating at Texarkana, it was 
not an “all stops” local, but rather functioned as an 
advance Texas Eagle, calling at stations the Eagle 
flew by later in the night. North of Texarkana, the 
Texas Eagle was carded to stop at only Little Rock 
(connections in multiple directions), Poplar Bluff (a 

division point), and Tower Grove (serving an afflu-
ent suburban clientele). No. 32 arrived in St Louis 
and cleared the tracks 20 minutes before No. 1 
landed. 

Changing of the Guard, Removing the Rails 

 In the 1980-82 time frame, Union Pacific took 
control of Missouri Pacific, but MP remained a sepa-
rate entity. By the mid-1990s, the Missouri Pacific 
had filed a slew of abandonment applications with 
the Interstate Commerce Commission. The Surface 
Transportation Board (STB) assumed responsibility 
for such decisions in 1996. The Gurdon−to−Camden 
abandonment was one of many items on the agenda 
of a July STB meeting about the proposed combina-
tion of Cotton Belt, Missouri Pacific, Denver & Rio 
Grande Western, Southern Pacific, and Union Pacif-
ic. In August of 1996, the STB approved both the 
merger and many abandonments.  

 From editions of the Arkansas Railroader, it 
seems that some time passed before the rails were 
actually removed. Issues in 1999 related that the 
owners of the Dardanelle & Russellville and the 
Reader were seeking financing to purchase the line, 
and that Reader steam engine No. 4 had been 
moved to the D&R. Relying on memory of two dec-
ades ago, a person in Camden recalls that the tracks 
were gone when the Chamber of Commerce occu-
pied the depot in 1999. 

- continues next page - 

Into the 1950s, the MoPac passenger 
connection at Gurdon was with Nos. 
31-32. But with the elimination of 31, 
the Texas Eagle became the south-
bound connector; the revised sched-
ule had a shorter layover at Gurdon 
for El Dorado-bound riders. (The “Dr” 
drawing room could sleep 3, the 
“DBR” double bedroom was for 2, 
and the “Rmte” roomette was for 1.) 
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 Camden  (continued) 

Camden Area Railroads in the 21st Century 

 Today, Union Pacific keeps the former Cotton 
Belt busy. It and the former Missouri Pacific route 
in effect form a widely-separated double track line 
between Texarkana and southeastern Missouri. Un-
ion Pacific operates the Cotton Belt through Pine 
Bluff and Camden predominately southbound, the 
MP via Gurdon and Little Rock northbound. The UP 
still holds on to that part of the old “Louisiana 
branch” between Camden and El Dorado. A crew 
out of northeastern Louisiana occasionally comes 
up to run UP’s trains that give and take cars with 
the two shortline connections at El Dorado, the El 
Dorado & Wesson and the Ouachita.  

 In 1972, the East Camden & Highland Railroad 
began serving shippers in the industrial park on the 
Shumaker site. The road has a bustling business 
providing railcar storage services. The EACH con-
nects with the former Cotton Belt, now Union Pacif-
ic, main at Eagle Mills, which is about 10 rail miles 
northeast of Camden. A lead with a couple of zig-
zags extends southward from the UP for less than 
three miles. This lead ties into a near-rectangle 
track layout. The combined lengths of the lead and 
the rectangle measure about 16 miles. Given the 
entire setup is comprised of about 50 miles of track 
helps present a picture of how many spurs and sid-
ings there are in the industrial park. EACH uses 
computer software to keep tabs on each car in their 
care. Stored cars come and go on a daily basis. 

 International Paper eventually closed its mill in 
Cullendale. The tract has been converted into what 
the sign out front calls South Arkansas Intermodal 
Park, and the former plant railroad is now leased to 
the Camden & Southern. At one time, the plant’s 
rails extended eastward to connect with those of 
Missouri Pacific, and northwestward to tie into the 
Cotton Belt. But with Union Pacific’s acquisition of 
both railroad companies, the connection to the high
-speed Cotton Belt tracks was severed and a switch 
on the main line was eliminated. C&S is operated by 
Arkansas Short Line Railroads, parent of the North 
Louisiana & Arkansas, the Dardanelle & Russellville, 
and the Ouachita. Some C&S customers are not 
trackside, but perform transshipment moves on the 
site. 

And One Last Railroad 

 Many would say that Camden had been served in 
the past by three railroads: Missouri Pacific, Cotton 
Belt, and Rock Island. But they are overlooking a 
fourth railroad, a short line comprised of a few doz-
en feet of rail in the front yard of retired railroader 
Carl Barnes in the 1990s. 

 Carl Barnes was born into a railroad family, 
worked for the railroad, and became a collector of 
railroad artifacts. Some of his collection, at one time 
present both in his house and in the front yard – 
handcars on rails don’t fit inside of a house – is now 
on display at the former MoPac depot in Camden, 
now occupied by the Chamber of Commerce.  

 Carl’s father, Ted Barnes, began working as a 
Missouri Pacific clerk in 1923, dealing with cotton 
shipments at Dermott and Eudora. He eventually 
was assigned to Monroe, Louisiana. 

 Carl Barnes entered railroad employment in 
1942 at Monroe as a “mud hop” (a beginning clerk). 
He soon was a teletype operator that McGehee. One 
telegraph trick he picked up along the way was 
placing a flattened Prince Albert can next to the coil. 
It acted to amplify the telegraph clicks, helpful 
when loud steam locomotives were passing by. 

 Early in his career, Barnes was bumped by a lo-
comotive. Later he added to his collection the brake 
control from that locomotive. 

 Barnes began working as a bill clerk in Camden 
in 1954. At that time, the busy Camden station em-
ployed about a dozen people to serve the passenger 
and freight demand. His job duties evolved to claim 
clerk, damage clerk, interchange clerk, cashier, and 
finally, station agent. He recalled the end of passen-
ger service in 1961, and the dwindling number of 
employees at the Camden station. When he retired 
in 1983, he was the sole employee. The depot 
closed within a few months after his retirement. 

 Mr. Barnes passed away in 2005. He left behind a 
collection that not only serves to edify others, but 
also evokes nostalgia for a time when peoples’ trav-
el and business interactions were conducted on a 
smaller and more personal scale, a time when many 
smaller-town residents knew the names of the rail-
road agents whose stations and train service con-
nected these residents to the outside world.  

- continues next page - 
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 Camden  (continued) 

  This 1917 map pro-
vides an overview of 
the railroad lines in 
the central parts of 
Camden, and pro-
vides context for the 
“close-up” maps on 
the following pages. 

Iron Mountain 
to Gurdon 

Rock Island enters 
on Cotton Belt rails, 
then diverges onto 
its own tracks. 

Depot: Rock Island 

Depot: Iron Mtn. 

Depot: SSW 
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 Camden  (continued) 

Layouts of St Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern − soon 
to be Missouri Pacific − passenger and freight depots 
south of downtown, and nearby businesses. 

SSW (Cotton Belt) tracks 

Passenger depot 

Freight house 
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 Camden  (continued) 

Layouts of St Louis Southwestern passenger 
and freight depots on the east side of down-
town, and nearby businesses. The map to the 
left fits to the top of the map below, with 
some area repeated (i.e., overlap). 

HOW TO PIECE THE TWO MAPS TOGETHER: The “Freight Ho.” above 
is the same structure shown at the top of the map to the right. 

Coal pile 

15 ft  
embankment 
(east side lower) 

Freight 
platform 

Freight 
office 

Oil 
warehouse 

Tool house 

Waiting room 

Baggage 

Coal platform 

Top of bluff 

Restaurant 

Wooden bridge 
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 Camden  (continued) 

Granted, the presence of a turn-
table does allow locomotives to 
turn around, but this has to be 
among to more-rectangular 
“roundhouses” in existence 

Appears to 
be a com-
bined pas-
senger and 
freight sta-
tion 

Coal 
platform  
and oil 
house 

Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific facilities layout 
in Camden.  Much of the surrounding area was 
assigned to the storage of staves. 



 December 2020         THE  SCRAMBLER, Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter, NRHS   www.ArkRailFan.com         Page 18  

 Camden  (continued) 

Appreciation for Those Who Have Gone Before 

 Past issues of the Arkansas Railroader are a treasure trove of history. They were published decades 
ago, when there were many more old-time railroaders still with us to recount and record their recollec-
tions. The November 1992 edition is a case in point. Retired Cotton Belt employee P. B. Wooldridge told 
that in September 1937, a Rock Island engine hostler had returned to a steam locomotive after a visit to 
a Camden cafe. The previous day, someone had warned that this locomotive’s boiler was leaking. When 
the doomed hostler injected cold water on a hot crown sheet, the resulting explosion ripped the loco-
motive apart and killed the hostler. 

 The April 1995 edition reported that the December 1994 termination of Kerrville Bus Company ser-
vice marked the end of public transportation operations to Camden. The late Gene Hull traced Camden’s 
public transportation options from the steamboat days, to stagecoaches, to railroads and buses. (One 
stagecoach operator was John Chidester, whose name survives as a town west of Camden. He ran the 
branch of Butterfield Overland Mail between Memphis and Ft Smith.) Also mentioned was that a Main 
Street Camden task force hoped to raise matching funds to restore the former Missouri Pacific depot. 

At the east edge of 
Camden, not far 
from the Ouachita 
River, the remains of 
Rock Island’s former  
yard lie hidden in 
the overgrowth. 
Besides the rails, 
there are SSW box-
car 57766, a “head 
end” type coach 
(mail, express, bag-
gage), and the  
freight platform. 
-Photo by J. L. Gattis 
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 Camden  (continued) 

Crossing of SSW to 
Texarkana with 
MP to El Dorado 

The closely-spaced brown 
contour lines (on this map 
at 10 ft elevation intervals) 
indicate a steep rise to the 
south, and the higher ter-
rain that Camden sits atop  

Rock Island yard 

SSW    
yard 

MP 
yard 

MP to 
Gurdon 

 The locations of 
CRI&P, SSW, and 
MP facilities are 
marked on this 
Camden area map 
from 1951.  

     The International 
Paper mill was 
south of the area 
shown on this map; 
see more from a 
1951 map on the 
next page. 

The Rock Island from 
the north joined the 
SSW from Pine Bluff 
at Kent. The Rock 
Island then used the 
SSW’s tracks to pro-
ceed into Camden. 
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 Camden  (continued) 

  The Camden & Southern operates in the South Arkansas Intermodal 
Park at Camden’s southern edge.                       -Photo by J. L. Gattis 

This track did connect 
with what was then 
the Cotton Belt main 
line. The connection 
has been removed. 

The former paper 
mill is now home to 
Camden & Southern. 

NEXT MONTH:  
a little more about Camden 


