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JHBC HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 2009
Front row— Katlynn Premo, Elizabeth Oates, Hannah West, Ashton Malloch,
Ashley Moore, Monika Smith
Back row—Jonathan Gaskins, Ethan Twiss, Alex Moore, Jeffrey Gaskins,
Blake Aguilera

FROM THE PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE . . .
Imagine a country with large trees with beautiful, vibrantly colored flowers.
Imagine a country with palm trees that reach 40 to 50 feet into the air.
Imagine a country with jaguars, tarantulas, iguanas, scorpions, and geckos.
Imagine a country with incredibly beautiful beaches on the Caribbean Sea, just a few miles
from dense jungle.
Imagine a country where it is considered cold when the temperature gets down to 60 degrees
Fahrenheit.
Imagine a nation of about 320,000 people with a land mass the size of the state of Connecticut,
whose largest city has a population of about 70,000, and whose capital city has a population of about
7,100.
Imagine a nation of people who descended from the Mayan Indians, from African slaves, and from
European settlers (both Spanish and British), along with others of Chinese, Korean, and Asian Indian
descent. And add to that over 8,000 Mennonites who migrated from Canada and Europe about 50 years
ago. In other words, imagine a nation with at least seven distinct cultures and four or five languages, with
Caribbean English as its official language, since it is a member of the British Commonwealth.
Imagine a country of great poverty and great promise, a land with about 50 Baptist churches scattered throughout it.
That is Belize in Central America.
As you know, I was there from May 15 to May 23 on a mission trip, teaching a course in the Baptist
Bible School of Belize on New Testament exegesis (explanation/interpretation) focusing on Paul’s letter to
the Romans. It was a rich experience.
My class of 15 people included five pastors, four who are training to be pastors, and six women who
are youth or children’s workers or Bible teachers in their churches. All of them, including the pastors,
have to make their living in another job, because the churches are so poor that they simply cannot afford
to pay their pastors much, if anything.
Yet these folks take a week away from their work and leave their families and churches for a week
three times a year to learn more about the Bible and how to interpret it responsibly, about Christian
theology, church history and Baptist heritage, and how to minister more effectively. They take three
classes each session. Then they go back home, and alongside their church work and their other job, they
work through study books for each class, which they will turn in at the next session.
When they return for their next session, along with sitting in class in an open-air chapel in tropical
heat for six hours each day Monday through Friday, they will spend two hours on Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Thursday mornings taking exams from the previous session, and each day will begin and end with a
30-minute worship time.
While I was there, most of them would already be in the chapel studying when I would come out in
the mornings (usually before 7:00). When I would go to the dining hall to fill my water bottle one last
time in the evening (usually around 9:30), most of them were still there, studying and doing assignments.
Their dedication and commitment to prepare themselves for their ministry and service in their
churches are truly amazing. I am grateful to have had the opportunity to get to know them and to be a
part of their educational experience. Please pray for these dear brothers and sisters as they serve Christ
in their churches in Belize.
And thank you for your prayers for me and my family while I was away. We are grateful for our
church family here at JHBC.
I will be presenting a report on my trip at Mid-Week Worship on Wednesday evening, June 3, at 6:15
P.M. in the Bullock-Matthews Room. I hope you can be there! Grace and peace.
Your servant for Jesus’ sake,
Mark E. Gaskins
Senior Pastor

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
2009
GRADUATES
Home School
Monika Smith
Lee Christian School
Alex Moore

Megan Condor

Blake Aguilera
Jeffrey Gaskins
Jonathan Gaskins

Lee County High School
Chris Jones
Ashton Malloch

Ethan Twiss

Chris Meisel
Ashley Moore
Hannah West

North Carolina School of Science and Math
Elizabeth Oates
Southern Lee High School
Jacob Cox
Katlynn Premo
Campbell University
Matthew West
Daniel West
Central Carolina Community College
Mitchell Dail
Whitney Cox
North Carolina State University
James Alverson
Sandhills Community College
Kathryn Cummings
University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill
Craig Oates

I’ve been spending a lot of time in the mountains lately. I’d rather be there than just about
anywhere else on earth. Two weeks ago, I spent a few days camping on top of Balsam Mountain. It’s over a mile high in elevation and very quiet. That’s exactly what I was looking for. I
wanted some time alone with God and that was the best place I could think of. It was wonderful.
Last weekend, I was back in the mountains again, only about 20 miles from Balsam Mountain.
This time, though, I wasn’t there to be alone. I was with our graduating seniors. Believe me, it was
anything but quiet, but it was wonderful. We went to the Nantahala River, near Bryson City, for our
senior retreat. We praised God with songs (and smores) around the campfire and studied his word
in our group sessions led by two friends from West Virginia. We also went whitewater rafting. It
was a fantastic weekend.
Our group went down the river in two rafts; one guided by a wonderful young man named
Bradley, the other guided by me. The guide is there to steer the raft and make sure the group
takes the right turns along the river. Probably the most important thing the guide does is to
prepare the rafters for the last part of the trip, the class III falls. There is a pretty powerful
whirlpool to the right of the falls and it’ll pull you down if you fall out going over the falls. So, the
guide starts lining up the raft for the left side of the falls from about 50 yards away.
It’s always a good idea for the guide to stay in the raft going over the falls, but that doesn’t
always happen. I’m a witness to that fact. I’ve been down that river more times than I can count
and I’ve always gone over the falls in the raft. This time, however…
You can usually see trouble coming on the river. You have some sort of warning that you’re
going over. It may be a big rock or dropoff, but there’s always time to prepare. I have no idea what
happened, but I went off the back of the raft before we hit the falls. I had us lined up correctly. We
went over the “BUMP” and were headed for the falls. Next thing I knew, I was under water, trying
to get my feet in front of me to avoid going over the falls face-first. I don’t remember going over
the falls, but I knew I was in the whirlpool and it did eventually “spit” me out.
All of that was pretty embarrassing and a bit scary. So, what’s the point? Well, like most things
we go through in life, there’s a lesson to be learned.
As parents, we want to guide our children through life; the good times and bad. We always
know that they are going to face some rough times and we try to prepare them. We know what the
rough spots look like and we try to keep them headed away from those dangerous places.
But, we have to stay onboard and see it to the end. So many parents are so vigilant and
involved in everything their children do, but start to pull back a bit too soon in the teen years. We
assume that our teens don’t want us around as much and that they don’t want our advice. So, we
start jumping out of the raft before they are prepared for what’s ahead.
We all heard Janice Haywood tell us that the number one deterrent to our teens using drugs is
something ridiculously simple: having dinner together as a family every night. That may sound
overly simplistic to you, but I have read several studies that show exactly that. Another surprising
finding of that study was that teenagers really wish that they could talk to their parents about
important things. I know that this is true. You can’t imagine how many teens have told me that
they wish they could get real with their parents about things that are important. I always tell them
that, unfortunately, they will have to make that happen if it’s really something they want. Most say
that they just can’t do it.
Does that break your heart? I hope it does. I hope it serves as your “BUMP” sign. You can see
it ahead. You know it’s coming. Things don’t just suddenly get that way in families. It takes years
for our kids to realize that some things just aren’t on the table. I hope that it makes you want to
spend time with your children (regardless of age) talking about unimportant and very important
things. We have to take the time to remember what was important to us back then. You’ll be
surprised how similar it will be to what is important to your children. There are probably going to
be BUMPS ahead for your children. There is absolutely going to be a fall to go over. Just stay in the
raft and do what a guide is supposed to do!
In Christ,
Mike

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Michael Wicker

7724 Mourning Dove Drive
Sanford, NC 27332
919-776-7224
Michael joined JHBC on Sunday, April 5, 2009, by profession of faith and request for baptism.
Michael is the son of the late Frances and Ray Wicker. He has one sister, Sherry, who resides in
Sanford at the present time. Michael is such a joy to talk with and when you ask about his favorite
pastime, he only talks about golf. He loves to play golf!
Michael, as we serve our Lord together, may all we do bring honor and glory to Him.

Hunter Bond

7217 Ridgefield Court
Sanford, NC 27332
919-708-5886
Hunter joined JHBC on Sunday, April 12, 2009, by profession of faith and request for baptism.
Hunter is the son of David and Belinda Bond. He has two brothers, Owen and Cameron. Hunter is 14
years old and attends San-Lee Middle School. His favorite subjects are Science and Language-Arts.
Hunter has a dog, “Mocha” that he enjoys very much. Hunter’s favorite pastime activities are playing
the piano, loves playing golf and spending time with his grandparents. Hunter has attended JHBC all
his life. How wonderful it has been to see Hunter, along with others, as they grow not only physically,
but spiritually, as well. Together, let us thank God for being our Savior and for allowing us to be His
servants.

THANKS TO ALL LISTED BELOW FOR THEIR GIFTS
In Honor of the JHBC Media Staff
To the Building Fund
► By James and Daphine Tolliver

NOTES FROM REV. RONNIE . .

The Taylors in Concert at JHBC
Sunday, June 28 at 6:30 p.m.
with refreshments and fellowship following the concert

Adult Vacation Bible School
July 26 - July 30, 2009
6:00—8:00 p.m.
Light Dinner each evening
McDowell Hall
Come join us as we study more
about being a Missional Church
as well as individuals. Come
share your stories and listen to
missionaries as they share their
experiences.
See Rev. Ronnie for more details

“Children’s Corner” by The Children’s Committee

We are getting ready to kick off our 2009 Children’s Vacation Bible School. This year’s dates are as follows:
 Monday, June 22nd thru Friday, June 26th
 6:00 pm until 8:00 pm
(Note closing time might run until 8:15 pm certain nights depending on closing activities)
We have classes for children of all ages, Nursery through 6th Graders. Children preschool age and older will
gather in the courtyard between the Chapel and Sanctuary at 5:50 pm each night. Nursery aged children
should check in at the nursery.
We look forward to a great VBS this year!!!
————————————————————————————————————————————————-

End of School Family Day Celebration at Jordan Lake
Our End of School Family Day Celebration at Jordan Lake is scheduled for Sunday, June 14th from
1:00 pm until 4:00 pm at the Parker’s Creek Picnic area. Hamburgers and Hot Dogs will be served for
lunch and we ask that families all bring a side dish (beans, slaw, chips, potato salad, dessert, etc).
This is an event for children, youth and their families. Bring your bathing suits and towels so that you
can swim also! This will be a fun day for everyone!
—————————————————————————————————————————————————-

CHILDREN’S CAMPING TRIP

A Children’s Camping Trip is being planned for 4th thru 6th Graders. Younger children are welcome with a
parent accompanying them. The dates are Monday, July 27 thru Thursday, July 29 at Smokemont
Campground located in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park near Cherokee, NC. We will be camping
in tents and have fun swimming, hiking, tubing, rafting, riding horses, and singing (and smores) around the
campfire. It’ll be a time of seeking a closer walk with Christ. Our theme will be “The Glory of God.” We’ll be
leaving the church EARLY Monday morning the 27th. Additional information will be handed out including a
medical release form, stuff to bring, cost of trip in the near future.
—————————————————————————————————————————————————

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP
Children’s Worship will meet in the Chapel, following the children’s sermon during the 11:00 am service, on
Sunday, June 7th and Sunday, June 21st. Please check the Preschool/Nursery hallway for updates on these
dates. Last minute date changes are posted each Sunday morning outside the 2 & 3 year old classroom. We
invite all children, ages four years old thru the fifth grade, to come and join us for a kid-sized worship
celebration!
————————————————————————————————————————————
WAYS YOU CAN HELP SUPPORT OUR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY:
 Eat at Pizza Inn, get your friends to eat there, and save your receipts! We are collecting your receipts
in the pizza boxes located outside the Bullock-Matthews Room and the old church office. Receipts will
be collected each quarter and 10% of the total receipts will be returned by Pizza Inn to the Children’s
Ministry of JHBC.

Dear Church Family,
God really knew exactly what He was doing when He created friendship. Through my recent
surgeries you have been right there to help and encourage. You make some long dreary days seem so
much shorter and brighter. You will never know just how much you have helped. I am so grateful and
blessed. You are truly a wonderful church family that has been given the gift of helping others. That’s
a gift that will someday come back to you in a special way. Thank you so much.
Stewart Tyner
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

To My Dear Church Family,
A big thank-you for all of your cards, visits and most of all your prayers during my recent heart
attack. I’m so thankful that I have the most loving church and church family. The Lord has truly
blessed me. Thank you again for your love to me.
Karen Lamm
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Dear Church Family,
A special thank you to all our church family for supporting our daughters, MeKaila and Haley,
during their recent car wash. MeKaila and Haley each earned $184 towards their trip to Washington,
D.C. This would not have been possible without your support. We also want to thank you for letting
them use the JHBC parking lot for their car wash.
The Kane’s and The Holly’s
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Dear JHBC Family,
We would like to thank you for your prayers, visits, food, flowers, cards, and other acts of
kindness shown us during my surgery and my recovery. It helped us so much during a difficult time.
It is wonderful to have the gift of a loving and caring church family. God bless you.
Melba and Jim Kelly

May 17th was High Attendance Day for Sunday School
We had great participation with the membership. Calls and emails were sent to members and it showed in
our total of 218 attendance. If you are not a member of Sunday School, we extend to you a warm welcome.
We have classes for all ages and interests.
Preschool and Nursery Department Bed Babies and One Year Olds won with 70% attendance.
Children's Department With 100% attendance and also the largest number attending - 4-6th grade
Youth and College Department 6-8th Grade Boys - 84% Attendance
High School Class- Largest number attending
Adult Department Fidelis Lady's Class - 100% Attendance
Sower's Men Class - 89% Attendance
Fellowship - Largest number attending
Congratulations to all that worked hard to make the day a success!

SPECIAL JUNE EVENTS AT JHBC
Monday, June 7 — Trinity Sunday
11:00 a.m. -- Graduation Sunday
5:30 p.m. -- World Religion Study (Mormonism)
7:30 p.m. -- Baccalaureate Service for LCHS and SLHS
Sunday, June 14 — 11:00 a.m. -- Children’s Worship
1:00—5:00 p.m. -- School’s Out Celebration Jordan Lake (Youth & Children)
7:00 p.m. -- Evening Worship
Sunday, June 21 — Father’s Day
No Evening Service or Activities
Monday, June 22 thru Friday, June 26
6:00—9:00 p.m. - Vacation Bible School
Sunday, June 28 — 11:00 a.m. -- Children’s Worship
6:30 p.m. -- The Taylors in Concert
Sunday, June 28 thru Friday, July 3
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!
June 3 - Terri Clements
June 4 - Norman Brickhouse, Juanita Fitzpatrick and Linda Hall
June 5 - Laurie Phillips
June 9 - Brenda Cowfer
June 11 - John Hall
June 12 - Gloria Dalrymple and David Oates
June 13 - John Henry Rice, Jr.
June 14 - Willard Batchelor and Kenneth Martin
June 15 - Genease Fields and Frances Winstead
June 16 - MeKaila Holly
June 19 - Dallas Harper
June 20 - Frank Malloch
June 21 - Ann Wester
June 22 - Ann-Marie Wagner
June 23 - Deloris Jenkins
June 24 - Lydia Carlson and Hilda Stutler
June 25 - Cris Elliott, Andy Keye and Walter Thomas
June 26 - Ruth Kelly
June 27 - Kelly-Jo Desjarlais and Steven Meisel
June 28 - Joy Scott
June 29 - JoAnn Gaskins, Marcia Johnson, Roy Lowe, Jr., and Ben Wood
June 30 - Ryan Blakely, Chase Bowling and Melba Keye

From Mission-Minded to Mission-Action
by Wanda Howard, Missions Coordinator – June

2009

Summer’s coming fast and everyone’s schedule is getting busy, we need not forget the people in need.
Volunteers are still being called on to help at the CUOC, The Bread Basket, Oak Ranch, Cameron Boys Home
and the new Camp Duncan for Girls in Aberdeen. June 13, 2009 you have the opportunity to visit Camp
Duncan for their groundbreaking and picnic. Also, NCBM has sent out a call for volunteers to help the flood
victims in West Virginia.
Some projects are still being completed from Operation inasmuch. A group of JHBC men are doing
some yard work and clean up during the next few weeks. If you know a need, please call to let us know.

Opportunity To Serve
ADULT MISSION TRIP TO ASHE COUNTY, N. C.
JULY 12-17, 2009
Ashe Baptist Camp, West Jefferson, N. C.
Depart Sunday, July 12, 2009 (afternoon)

Fee: $75.00 per person

Volunteers are needed to work at the Ashe Baptist Camp doing some repairs, helping with a
prayer garden, amphitheater, general “freshing” up, including some landscaping. They are in
need of someone who can lay brick or stone. If you can possibly go, please plan to attend the
organizational meeting on Monday, June 15th. Volunteers will stay at the camp. If you have any
questions, call Wanda at 774-9661.
Organizational Meeting – Monday, June 15, 2009 6:30 pm – Conference Room

It is with apology that I missed listing Cris Elliott in last month’s announcer. She did a fantastic job
coordinating the yard sale and her name was left off the list. Thanks Cris for all your hard work.
Finding your place in service is important. God will equip you with whatever you need for whatever
he calls you to do. Follow His calling and volunteer.
Volunteers are important, especially in these hard times. Salaries of missionaries are being cut and
funding is not there for new ones. Volunteers must and can make the difference. Jesus said in
Matthew 9:37-38…”the harvest truly is plenteous but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord
of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.” Can you go?…will you go?

15

14
11 am Children’s Worship
1-4 pm End of School Family
Day at Jordan Lake
5:30 pm Last Bible Study
7 pm Worship
Dr. Mark - Vacation

→ → → → → → →

29
Youth—Camp in W VA
6:30 pm Baptist Men (Old
Fellowship Hall)

Dr. Mark - Vacation

28
Youth—Camp in W VA
11 am Children’s Worship
6:30 pm The Taylors in
Concert with Reception

30
Youth—Camp in W VA
7:30 am Men’s Prayer
Mtg.
7:30 pm Joyful Noise

Dr. Mark - Vacation

23
7:30 am Men’s Prayer
Mtg.
9 am Breadbasket
6—9 pm VBS

Dr. Mark - Vacation

16
7:30 am Men’s Prayer
Mtg.
6:30 pm Bldg & Grounds
7:30 pm Joyful Noise

9
7:30 am Men’s Prayer
Mtg.
1 pm Virginia Oliver
7pm Deacon’s Meeting
7 pm Outreach Committee
7:30 pm Joyful Noise

2
7:30 am Men’s Prayer
Mtg.
6 pm Children’s Committee

Tue

→ → → → → → →

24
6—9 pm VBS

→ → → → → → →

17
Wednesday evening Youth and Adult Services
Only

10
Wednesday evening Youth and Adult Services
Only

3
Wednesday evening—
Youth and Adult Services
Only

Wed

Dr. Mark - Vacation

25
6—9 pm VBS

Dr. Mark - Vacation

18
12:30– 2 pm WINGS

11

4
12:30 –2 pm WINGS

Thu

26
6—9 pm VBS

→ → → → → → →

27

Dr. Mark - Vacation

20

→ → → → → →
→
Dr. Mark - Vacation

19

13

6
8 am—4 pm Hispanic
Family Retreat at
JHBC

Sat

12

5
5-10 pm Hispanic Family
Retreat at JHBC

Fri

Please note: Wednesday evening schedule of activities are: 6:00-7pm (Youth Discipleship Groups, Acteens); 6:15-7:15 p.m. (Midweek Worship, Adult Discipleship Groups); 7-8 p.m.
(Wednesday Night Youth Worship); 7:15-8:45 p.m. (Sanctuary Choir), unless otherwise noted

22
6—9 pm VBS

21
FATHER’S DAY
No Evening Services or
Activities

→ → → → → → →

8
12 noon Marjorie Spence/
Brown Bag
2 pm Virginia Oliver
7 pm WISH

1

Mon

7
TRINITY SUNDAY
9 am Communion
11 am Graduate Sunday
5:30 pm Bible Study
7:30 pm—Baccalaureate
Service for LCHS & SLHS

Sun

June 2009
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RETURN SERVICE REQUEST

ATTENDANCE RECORDS
FOR PREVIOUS MONTH

JUNE REMINDERS
GREETERS:
Door 1: Vicky Matthews
Door 2: Billy and Madge Lane
Door 3: Sharon Howell
LOCK UP:

Sunday, May 3rd
Sunday School — 194 + 4
9 a.m. Worship — 42
11 a.m. Worship — 204
Evening Worship – 33

Sunday, May 17th
Sunday School — 205 + 13
9 a.m. Worship — 34
11 a.m. Worship — 197
Evening Worship — 70 (GA)

Sunday, May 10th (Mother’s Day)
Sunday School — 172 + 2
9 a.m. Worship — 42
11 a.m. Worship — 264
No Evening Worship

Sunday, May 24th
Sunday School — 166 + 10
9 a.m. Worship — 38
11 a.m. Worship — 182
No Evening Worship

Curtis Brown
Sunday, May 31st
Sunday School — 180 + 3
9 a.m. Worship — 41
11 a.m. Worship — 207
Children’s Musical— 181

Attendance Averages
Sunday School - 183 + 6
9 a.m. Worship - 39
11 a.m. Worship - 211
Evening Worship - 95

