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From the Desk of Our Senior Pastor 
 

 On the 13th of June, as I stood with the graduates in the foyer, just before we 
came into the sanctuary, there was kind of a flurry of last minute questions.  “What are 
YOU going to say when it’s YOUR turn at the pulpit?!”  They all shared their thoughts 
but I think anxiety was still high.  At that moment one of my favorite Scriptures came 
to mind and I spoke it loud enough for all to hear:  Joshua 1:9 “Have I not command-
ed you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your 
God is with you wherever you go.” 
 I certainly understand their anxiety because transitions are tough.  In fact the 
entire church is in the midst of a great transition.  Nick will begin as our Pastor of 
Youth, Children and Families in just a few days.  Marva Lee is preparing to retire and 
is training Erica to join the JHBC family.  Richard is preparing to retire and enjoy a 
much deserved new era with his family.  Joan has begun as our church pianist.  That’s 
a lot of change!  How do we manage that change and perhaps the anxiety that might 
come with it?   

Before I try to answer that, I would like to offer my personal thanks to Marva 
Lee and Richard.  We will surely have some kind of church wide recognition for these 
two, but here are some personal thoughts.   

Marva Lee, the thing I always appreciated the most about you was that I knew 
without a doubt you were going to get the job done, with excellence.  If it meant             
coming in during an evening, or a weekend, I never had to ask – I just knew that it was 
important to you to care for the families of the church, often at their most needful 
times.  I didn’t need to check your work, or ask how you were going to get it done…
you just did it.  You have been a blessing to me and this church.  Thank you, and may 
God bless you richly as you transition into this new era of your life.   

Richard, I have always appreciated and admired your steadiness and faithful-
ness to this church.  Over the last seven years we have dealt with such a spectrum of 
tasks, many which were difficult.  But there was never a time when you and I couldn’t 
sit and talk things through and figure out a way to move forward.  You did the same for 
so many in the church.  We may not always have agreed, but you always responded 
with steadiness and respect and I will never forget that.  Thank you, and may God bless 
you as well, and your entire family.   

Yes, that’s a lot of change!  How will we manage it?  We will manage it…
together!  The Apostle Paul says it this way; Phil 2:2 “…by being of the same mind, 
maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.”  And in RO 8:31 
“What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?” 

 
We move forward…TOGETHER! 

Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go. 
 
 

May God bless you and yours and JHBC! 
Pastor Cal 



OUR FAMILY CORNER 

 

Our God Never Changes 
 

It has only been three and a half years since I first moved away from home, but so much has 
changed. I got the opportunity to go home for Memorial Day a couple weeks ago, and I was 
shocked at all of the changes. Restaurants that held so many memories with friends and family 
were closed and new restaurants appeared in their place. New roads are being constructed to 
make getting around faster. Churches I grew up with had new pastors. My old school is no 
longer in the building it was when I graduated. Friends were all married, many have kids… and 
I’m stuck in the past, it seems. Cottage Grove and Paris are no longer the same towns I grew up 
in. 
 
But then I also got to thinking… I am no longer the same person I was three years ago either. A 
lot has happened in three years. From turning 21 and leaving my family behind, to holding the 
unique job of transporting for a Funeral Home network, to actually getting hired in my first       
full-time ministry job and moving again to South Carolina, to navigating ministry in a global 
pandemic, to the retirement of my Senior Pastor… well, I think you get the point. Change is 
something that is inevitable in our lives, and I’m typically not a fan. And when too much 
change happens around me, I feel like I’m a ship in a storm. 
 
As I was spending a large amount of time on the road the past couple of weeks, I was listening 
to my music, and one of my favorite songs popped up. The words of the second verse, chorus, 
and bridge hit me with a reminder. 
 

“When darkness seems to hide His face, I rest on His unchanging grace. 
In every high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil. 

Christ alone, cornerstone, weak made strong in the Savior’s love. 
Through the storm, He is Lord, Lord of All. 

On Christ the Solid Rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand, 
All other ground is sinking sand.” 

 
When our faith, hope, and trust is placed where it should be (in God, and not in man), we can 
rest in the fact that He has us, that He is “the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Hebrews 
13:8). 
 
We are walking through this season of change together. I am so very excited to be a part of this 
chapter of JHBC’s history… but I am also nervous (and a little stressed, if we are being honest) 
with all of these changes happening in my life. But praise the LORD that He is a constant in our 
lives, and that He is walking right next to us the entire way! 
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you. I cannot wait to be with y’all starting July 6th! 
 
 
      Pastor Nick 



                                                        

  

 I have had a little sticky note with a scripture written on it on my desk for the last couple                

of months, ever since I mentioned it in one of our services. And, yes, that may say something about the 

tidiness of my desk. But I left it there intentionally, with the hopes that as I  continued to see it day after 

day as I worked, that the message would sink into my heart and mind. 

  This is what it says: 

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 

God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” - I Thessalonians 5:16-18 

  Quite possibly the shortest three-verse passage in the Bible, but very powerful instructions for  

us as God’s people. That’s what I like, succinct, easily-understood instructions. Unfortunately, not all  

instructions given to us make quite as much sense. Take these product-use instructions, for example. 

  - Clothes washer (like you find at a laundromat) - “DO NOT put any person in this washer.” 

  - Sun Shield (for your car’s front windshield) - “Do not drive with sun shield in place.” 

  - Vidal Sassoon Hair Blow Dryer - “Do not use while sleeping.” 

  - Jabra ‘Drive ‘n’ Talk’ Bluetooth Speaker - “Never operate your speakerphone while driving.” 

  - Fox/Bobcat Urine Powder - “Not for human consumption.” 

  - Superman Costume - (note on company website) “Warning: this costume does not enable 

   flight or super strength.” 

  I looked at this scripture passage and noticed that if you took the first letter of each of 

these three instructions, you get a possibly helpful way to remember this message. 

    R - Rejoice always 

    P - Pray continually 

    G - Give thanks in all circumstances 

 As a fan of high adventure movies, I immediately recognized this acrostic, RPG, which stands for 

Rocket-Propelled Grenade. I’m sure many of you would have done the same. Others are now questioning 

my sanity. So, in the strange and unique way that I think, I imagined that you could use the acrostic to 

remind yourself of how to destroy the Devil’s schemes that are designed to separate you from God, by 

using this RPG. 

 First, rejoice always. There something wonderful, but sadly unique about people who have        

embraced this first instruction. These people stand out from the crowd because of this commitment, and 

that’s what it is. It’s not that these people don’t face the same things that seem to steal our joy, they just 

deal with it differently than most of the rest of us. I thank God for people like Dan Kerr (a friend from 

Iowa) and Ann Alford for reminding me, not that this is possible, but that it is a great sign that they have a 

hope in Christ that is bigger than anything the world can offer. 

 Second, pray continually. Prayer is a rare gift, in providing a means for us to have an  ongoing 

conversation with God. I say ongoing, because it is possible for us to walk in fellowship and communion 

with God at any time or place in our day. We are only limited by our own desire to stop this conversation. 

Something I’m not sure why I do, when I know that God is concerned with even the smallest matter in my 

life. So, let’s keep that prayer-line open. 

 Lastly, give thanks in all circumstances. We can be grateful, even when things are not going the 

best, because we trust God’s word when it says, “And we know that in all things God works for the good 

of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”  (Romans 8:28). I heard Pastor 

Cal say recently that there will come a time when we may be able to understand why certain things      

happened in our lives. But until then, let’s just trust that the God who made us, loves us, and sustains us 

deserves our thanks in every situation. 
  

Pastor Scott 



DEACON’S CORNER                                            Submitted by Michael Wilkins  
 
 The JHBC Deacons held their monthly meeting on Monday, June 7, 2021.  Our devotional 
time was led by Eddie Bowling and was entitled, “God’s Plan For Our Lives” and scripture was 
shared from Proverbs 3: 5-6 and Jeremiah 29: 11. 
  Deacons shared prayer concerns and requests from their deacon families and other          
contacts as well as praises.   Eddie led us in prayer before we continued the meeting. 
 Minutes from the May meeting were reviewed and approved. 
 Pastor Cal provided his monthly report and shared moments from Nick’s testimony and 
the upcoming testimony and message by Ariane on Sunday, June 13.     
We look forward to welcoming Nick Smetak on July 7. 
 Ron Rouse shared the personnel committee update and reported on the positive way God 
has moved and led candidates to our church during the search process for minister of youth,          
administrative assistant, church administrator, and church pianist.  We are thankful for our             
personnel committee and the way they have ministered to our church during this time of search. 
 Mike Wilkins shared an update from the scholarship committee for 2021.  We are happy to 
have awarded $21,859.40 with our scholarship applicants.  
 Pastor Cal gave us an update on the estimates for electrical and WIFI service for the East 
property and John Hall and Tommy Matthews provided an update on acquiring new columns. 
 Sunday school will be returning to our regular classrooms on Sunday, June 20.  We look 
forward to once again meeting with our regular Sunday School classes.  A special thanks to those 
that provided Sunday School for us during this transition. 
 Tommie Angel offered prayer and the meeting was adjourned. The next Deacon meeting 
will be held on Monday, July 12 at 6:30 PM.    
 Continue to pray for our church and leaders daily that we may continue to grow and share 
our love of God with others in our community and beyond. 
 

 

CORRECTION  NOTICE 
 
In our June 2021 Announcer Newsletter, we 
omitted the following names from our 2021 
Graduates:   

Christopher Bowling  
Southern Lee High School 

 
Ella Gross 

Lee County Senior High School  
 

The wrong high school was listed for  
Jay Mitchell 

Lee County Senior High School 
 
Also the following name was misspelled: 

Ashlyn Morrill 
Southern Lee High School 

 
Please accept our sincere apology. 

 
 



 DEACON NOMINEES 
 

The following is a list of nominees in alphabetical order with a short sketch of their service.  We will 
have our Annual Church Business Meeting to vote on the Budget, Nominating Committee Recommen-
dations and Deacons on Sunday, July 18, 2021.   
 

RAMONA BOWLING   -  For those who may not know, I was born and raised in Sanford, NC. Guided by 
loving, Christian parents who made sure my brothers and I were at Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church 
every Sunday morning and every Sunday night, JHBC has played an important role in my life for as long 
as I can remember. It is here at JHBC that I proclaimed Jesus Christ as my personal Lord and Savior at 
the age of nine. It is here at JHBC where I have served God in various roles; it is here at JHBC where I 
continue to grow spiritually; it is here at JHBC where I am fortunate to raise my nephew, Chase     
Bowling; and it is here at JHBC that I witnessed Chase accepting Jesus Christ as his own personal Lord 
and Savior. I am humbled and honored to serve our mighty God and this His church in whatever         
capacity He chooses for me. Colossians 3:17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.  
 
BILL DAVIS - Greetings Church Family.   I am Bill Davis and my wife is Judy.  We transferred our           
membership from Jonesboro Heights Presbyterian Church in 2014 to JHBC.  We miss our Church Family 
at Jonesboro Heights Presbyterian Church.  We were members there since 1973.  I served as a Deacon 
while there Judy and I were raised in Baptist Churches and we both accepted Jesus Christ at an early 
age.  We have been very happy at JHBC.  We love our Church Family at JHBC and I have been honored 
to serve on JHBC Fellowship of Deacons Board (active from 2016 through 2019).  If I am chosen to 
serve again I will be honored to serve our Church Family. 
 
PHIL LAWRENCE   -  I  became a Christian at a young age and has been serving the Lord ever since that 
day. Phil has been a member of JHBC for 31 years. He has served in the following capacities: deacon, 
youth committee, children's committee, chairman of building and grounds committee, served as           
chairman of nominating committee, RA leader and preschool assistant. He shares his love of the 
Lord  with his wife Sonja and three daughters, Bailey, Katelyn, and Johnna. 
 
JAMES MITCHELL - My wife and I, Catherine began attending Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church in 1996 
and became members in 1997. We have two children, Meredith 21 and Jay 18.  Originally from            
Sanford, I have lived here the majority of my life.  I have served several roles in our church including: 
Deacon, RA leader, Parliamentarian, Finance committee, Investment committee, Scholarship            
committee, and as an usher.  Also, I have tried to be active in our community, serving as a board          
member and past president of The Stevens Center, past president and current member of The Sanford 
Rotary Club and a past board member of the YMCA.  I graduated from East Carolina University in 1994 
with a B.S. and Campbell University in 1999 with a MBA. 
 
RUSS STEVENS  -  Jesus became my Savior when I  was 19; on a beach in Panama.  Sheila and I met in 
1976 when we both worked at K-mart (she still claims, to this day, that I was her “blue light special”).  
We were married in 1978 and God has blessed us with two beautiful daughters, Elizabeth and Mary.  
We moved to Sanford in May 1988 and soon after began attending, and joining JHBC.  I have served on 
the Personnel Committee twice, still currently a member of this committee.  I served as a deacon from 
2017-2020. 
 



 
TIME TO PURCHASE SHOES 

Purchase  any size, any style of sturdy tennis or  
school shoes for children and youth 

 
Drop off at JHBC anytime on or before 

Monday, July 26, 2021 
 

Shoes will be accepted up to the time of team  
leaving on Thursday, August 5, but team will  
  be processing and bagging shoes on July 26. 

 
You or your class can also make a monetary donation and the team will do your shopping for 
you! 
 
Sandy Creek Baptist Association in partnership with the Powell River Baptist Association 
sponsors the Shoe Fair Mission each year to provide shoes for all ages of school children.  For 
some of these children the pair of shoes that we fit them with is probably the only new pair of 
shoes they will get, therefore we ask that you be generous and participate in this mission, not 
only in your support of purchasing shoes (and socks) but in your prayers each day that their 
physical needs be met, and that the team might have a big part in meeting their spiritual needs.  
JHBC is the Project Coordinating Church (PCC) for the association.  Last year we had eight 
Sandy Creek churches represented on the mission team.  This will be the 8th year we have 
sponsored this mission and gone to Jonesville, Virginia.  We covet your prayers and support.   

Newcomer Ladies  
Bible Study 
(video based)  

 
WHEN 

Every Tuesday 

 
DATE  

June 29 through August 17 
  

TIME  

11:00 AM to 12:00 Noon 
 

WHERE  

JHBC Conference Room.   
 

Ladies who are new  
to JHBC are invited to come!  

 

A Fall Bible study will begin in September.  



MEMORIAL GIFTS 
 

IN MEMORY OF JEWEL BAKER 
To the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 

> By An Anonymous Donor 
 

IN MEMORY OF WILLARD GARREN 
To Baptist Men on Mission Fund 

> James and Melba Kelly 
To the Benevolence Fund 

> By Tony and Agnes Kelly 
To the Debt Reduction Fund 

> By Maxine and Gilbert Matthews 
To the General Fund 

> By Mrs. Julie Lemon  
To the Higher Heights/Senior Fund 

> By John Henry & Katie Rice 
To Highway to Healing Fund 
> By An Anonymous Donor 

To the Local Missions (Designated) 
> By Curt and Sandy Brown 

To NC Baptist Children’s Home Fund 
> By An Anonymous Donor 

 
IN MEMORY OF LEAH PERRY 

To the Music and Education Fund 
> By Daryl Perry 

 
IN MEMORY OF HOWARD SNYDER 

To the Benevolence Fund 
> By John Henry & Katie Rice 

 
IN MEMORY OF JAMES TOLLIVER 

To the Tolliver Scholarship Fund 
> By Daryl Perry 

 
IN HONOR OF JAN BLAKLEY 
To Youth Mission Fund Fund 
> By An Anonymous Donor 

 
IN HONOR OF LISA BRANTLEY 

(mother of Preston Perdue 
To the Music and Education Fund 

> By An Anonymous Donor 
 

IN HONOR  OF RICHARD BROWN 
To the Building and Grounds Fund 

> By An Anonymous Donor 
 

IN HONOR OF PAT BROWN 
(sister of Tommie Angel) 
To the NC Baptist Hospital  

> By An Anonymous Donor 
 

IN HONOR OF ED BYRD 
To the Property Debt Reduction Fund 

> By An Anonymous Donor 
 

IN HONOR OF GERRY ELLIS 
(sister of Katie Rice) 

To the Higher Heights/Seniors Ministry Fund 
> By An Anonymous Donor 

 
IN HONOR OF JIMMY JOHNSON 

(father of Tara Whiteside) 
To the Benevolence Fund 

> By An Anonymous Donor 
 

IN HONOR OF  
AARON & SHPRESA SMITH 

To the Operation Mobilization Fund 
> By An Anonymous Donor 

THANK YOU NOTES 
Dear Church Family, 
      I would like to thank all my family and friends 
at JHBC for all their prayers, calls and cards 
during my recent illness.  I love you all and I ap-
preciate all of you.  May God bless all of you. 
  Daphine Tolliver 
——————————————————————- 
Dear Marva Lee, 
      I would like to thank you for your dedication  
to the members of JHBC during these last 14 
years.  You are loved and will be missed. 
  Daphine Tolliver  

THANK YOU NOTES 
 

Dear Richard, 
          I would like to thank you for your dedicated 
service to the members of JHBC.  You are loved 
and will be missed.  
   Daphine Tolliver  



Dear Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church Family, 
         I would like to thank you all for sending me 
the gift card.  I am extremely grateful for the 
kindness you all have shown me throughout my 
life in the church.  Thank you for your prayers 
during my first year in college.  May God bless you 
all! 
  Thank you, 
  Daniel Desjarlais 
======================================= 
Dear Higher Heights Members, 
        Thank you so much for the thoughtful gift!  I 
appreciate your support and prayers throughout 
my college journey!  I thank you for all you do, 
and wish nothing but blessings for you! 
  Thank you, 
  Claire Gilchrist 
======================================= 
Dear Church Family, 
        Thank you so much for your cards, phone 
calls, and prayers durying my stay in the hospital 
and continued illness.  Please continue to keep me 
in your prayers.  I also want to thank you for my 
birthday cards and phone calls. 
  Love in Christ, 
  John Henry Rice 
======================================= 
Jonesboro Heights Church Family, 
       I want to thank you for giving me the oppor-
tunity to come before you and share with you 
about the new ministry and place the Lord is 
leading me to.  I can’t thank you enough for all 
your words of encouragement, prayers, and finan-
cial gifts.  God has used you in my life in so many 
ways and it means the world to me to have your 
support on this new journey.  Thank you for eve-
rything!  May God continue to use us for His glory! 
  Love in Christ, 
  Ariane 
“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you . . . 
Because of your partnership in the gospel from 
the first day until now.”  Philippians 1:3,5 
======================================= 
Dear Friend, 
        Thank you for your support of American Bible 
Society.  We are humbled and thankful for your 
faithfulness.  Your support allows us to provide 
Scripture and reach even more people with the 
hope and healing found in God’s Word. 
  Yours in Christ, 
  Robert L. Briggs, President & CEO 

Dear Friends, 
         Thank you for your  monetary contribution 
we received in April 2021.  Your contribution has 
allowed us to purchase much needed food and 
emergency assistance for our clients. 
 Yours in Christ, 
 Teresa Dew Kelly 
 Christian United Outreach Center of  
                      Lee County 
====================================== 
Dear  Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church, 
         Thank you so much for your monetary dona-
tion that we received in May 2021.  Your dona-
tion will help the Clinic provide medical, dental, 
vision, mental health referrals and medication to 
our clients free of charge. 
  Sincerely, 
  Franceine Atiebrah   
  Executive Director 
  Helping Hand Clinic, Inc. 
====================================== 
Dear Friends, 
         There is no way to express our gratitude for 
your continued support  of our mission.  We are 
planning on returning to driving patients in July, 
and possibly expand it in the future. 
 God Bless each and every one of you. 
  Highway to Healing 
====================================== 
Dear Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church Members, 
         Thank you so very much for your continued 
support of Meals on Wheels of Sanford.  Your 
generosity has helped so many people here in 
Sanford receive hot meals who could not provide 
for themselves.  May each of you be blessed as 
you have blessed so many others. 
  Sincerely, 
  Deb Egbert 
  Corresponding Secretary 
  Meals on Wheels of Sanford, Inc. 
====================================== 
Dear Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church, 
        Thank you for your generous monetary gift 
to help Operation Mobilization continue sharing 
the gospel through both word and deed around 
the world.   
  Thank  you and God bless you, 
  Andrew Scott 
  President, OM USA 
    

THANK YOU NOTES 



 
July 1  - Tommy Matthews  

 
July 3 - Preston Perdue  

 
July 5 - Gladys Kephart 

 
July 8  - Kim Bowling 

 
July 10   

Kathryn Snipes & Sara Godfrey 
 

July 11  - Nattie Smithson 
 

July 12   
Ann Alford & Sandra Wornom 

 
July 14  

Claudia Austin & Larry Long  
 

July 21  - Lexie Martinez 
 

July 22  - Gary Kephart 
 

July 26  - Barry Cashion 
 

July 27  
Malcolm Cheek & Lynwood Jones 

 
July 28  - Michael Wilkins 

 
July 29  - Tony Kelly 

 
July 30   

Armelia Garren & Steven Ollerman 
 

July 31  - Sylvia Thomas 
 
 
 
 
 

Note From  
JHBC Bereavement Committee 

 
The Bereavement Ministry Group 5 with Chair   
Sylvia Thomas provided lunch at the home of 
Willard Garren following graveside services            
Saturday, June 12th. 
 A special thanks are extended to Tommie            
Angel, Lorena Batchelor, Jan Blakey, Kim            
BowlIng, ILona Brown, Agnes Kelly, Mary Laton, 
Diane Smith and Sylvia Thomas.  The  Church       
provided paper products and ice to the family since 
May 26th.   Also thanks to JHBC friends that pro-
vided food to the family during this time.   
                  Jean Kelly & Sandy Brown  
                  Bereavement Ministry Co-Chair 

Message from our Card Ministry Team  
 

Happy Father’s Day   
The righteous man walks in his integrity; His           
children are blessed after him.  Proverbs 28:7.  
A Father gives direction, love and correction 
to raise children who will be blessed in life.     
 
A special thank you to Agnes Kelly, Jean 
Kelly, Vicky Matthews and Sandy Brown       
for preparing 95 cards for the active church 
members. 
 Mission and Outreach - Card Ministry 

 
THANK YOU NOTE 

 
Dear Friends at JHBC, 
      Ever since I was new born I have been loved by 
my JHBC family and that means so much to me.  
And now that I am graduating from high school, 
you are still showing love.  I really enjoyed the 
Graduation breakfast.  It was delicious!  And it 
was so cool that the table cloth was in my school 
colors.  And the scrabble disks spelled my name  
Thank  you for letting me keep my balloon and for 
the         devotional book and for the gift card.  You 
sure do know how to make a kid feel very special 
and very loved. 
  Love, 
  Steven Ollermann  
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 The Announcer 
Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church 

316 W. Main Street  
Sanford, NC  27332 

Non-Profit Org. 
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Sanford, NC 27331 

Permit #144 

 

JULY GREETERS   
Tommy and Vicky Matthews 

Donna Rouse  

Ann Davis 

 

 

LOCKING & SECURITY 
July 4  - Bill Davis 

July 11 - Ron Rouse 

July 18 - Patrick Snipes 

July25 - John Hall 

Sunday, May 16, 2021         
9:45 AM Sunday School  - 90 

11 AM Worship Service  - 121 
 

Sunday, May 23, 2021 
9:45 AM Sunday School  - 82 

11 AM Worship Service  - 113  

 
 Sunday, May 30, 2021         

9:45 AM Sunday School  - 86 
11 AM Worship Service  - 151  

 
Sunday, June 6, 2021 

9:45 AM Sunday School  - 81 
11 AM Worship Service  - 132 
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