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Christmas Musical
“The Incredible,
GIGANTIC, HUMONGOUS
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(Doors will open at 6:45 PM)

Sunday, December 15 at 3:30 PM
(Doors will open at 2:45 PM)

Sunday, December 15 at 7:30 PM
(Doors will open at 6:45 PM)

From the desk of Rev. Jeff G. Roberts

The World Standing on Tip-toe Once Again
As a young pastor, I used to join my other young colleagues, seeking to chastise my
congregants along with the mercantile experts for getting Christmas toys and decorations
displayed carefully and enticingly in the stores so early, causing us to take less and less
time for the national holiday, Thanksgiving. For the Christian Community, however, there
is no need for a “declared” time for giving thanks, is there? Thanksgiving is one of the
hallmarks of our Christ-centered culture, isn’t it? We are “bound to give thanks,” as the
great apostle, Paul, put it in his second letter to the Thessalonians (2:13 kjv). It is a part of
the language for the culture of the redeemed.
Another thought comes to mind, however. That is to remind ourselves that the
Thanksgiving holiday is the most traveled day of the year—even more than Christmas.
People from everywhere start making their way to the place where the family is gathering
for Thanksgiving. Airline schedules are scrutinized, train connections are considered,
highways are mapped, wireless connections are made to see if a “ride” might be arranged.
We are bound to get to family for Thanksgiving, aren’t we? Christians and those of
another or “none at all” faith persuasion seem bound to get with family for Thanksgiving
and that is not “bad” is it? However, we might stop to ask where the eternal God fits into
the celebration? When we give thanks, do we pause to recognize Him as the great “I am,”
or is it just enough to get with the family once again? By the time you are reading this, the
holiday will be a “past event” and the energy is rolling right along toward Christmas and I
am hoping you had a wonderful and fulfilling time with your families.
Now we, indeed, join the rest of the world, standing on tip toe once again in high
anticipation of the Advent of our Lord. Our church has already scheduled many
activities—worship events, dinners, music celebrations, missions efforts and many more.
I hope that you are jealously guarding your calendars in anticipation of participating in as
many of these opportunities as possible. One of my favorite experiences will be the
Christmas Eve Love Feast when we can gather in hopeful waiting for the Holy Birth while
enjoying fellowship with our brothers and sisters. Bring your whole family to this event.
Beanie and I are “standing on tip toe” anticipating Advent and Christmas with our current
congregation, JHBC. The season affords us chances to shout the praises of our God along
with the opportunities to find a quiet moment of personal reflection and confession “Jesus
is Lord.”
For some of you, celebrating these holidays will require extra effort as significant loss has
occurred in your family since last holiday season. I pray that the blessed memories will
serve to cheer you through the sadness and give you the courage you need to receive the
blessings.
Beanie and I are continually blessed to “do church” with you.

According to RW…
It’s hard to believe that Christmas is once again upon us, and Advent is beginning just as you receive this
newsletter. Where did the time go? Needless to say, we have quite a bit planned as we go through the Advent
season. Of course, we all know that it’s the time of year to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, but it’s not a
celebration that is just spontaneous. It’s a celebration we must prepare for. This is the purpose of Advent – a time
where we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, but also a time of preparation in the knowledge that Christ will
come again.
As part of this time of preparation, I’m sure it’s easy to get all busy and stressed out in making sure
everything is together for December 25th. I confess that I’ve done that before. Since I’m someone who likes to
plan things out, one intentional thing I’ve always done around this time of year is to slow down and not plan so
much. For me, Advent is a time of reflection on this past year and a time to think about hopes and dreams for the
year ahead. In all our preparations for celebration, I hope each of us will take some time to sit and reflect about
2013 and think about the hope, peace, love and joy each of us can experience and share with other people in 2014.
I hope each of you will come out and participate in our Advent and Christmas services this year. We have
some wonderful special services planned such as…
On December 1 at 6:00 PM we will be having our annual Hanging of the Green service. Come and help
decorate our Sanctuary during this special time of worship.
On December 8 at 6:00 PM, our Children’s Choirs will be leading us in worship through their musical The
Incredible Gigantic, Humongous VeggieTales® Christmas Show! I know you will be delighted and blessed during
this time of worship.
Christmas is that time of year where we celebrate the birth of the Messiah, our King. In Come Messiah King
our Sanctuary Choir proclaims the good news that the one whom God promised to come has come to be our Savior
and Lord. Come and rejoice as the Sanctuary Choir presents this musical on December 14 at 7:30 PM and
December 15 at 3:30 and 7:30 PM.
We will celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Advent together in one combined service on December 22 at 11:00
AM, and a couple of nights later, on December 24 at 5:00 PM, we will celebrate our Christmas Eve Service in
McDowell Hall, which will be centered around the idea of a Christmas Love Feast!
Advent is also a season of giving, so I want to remind you that you can give to a number of missions
opportunities such as the Webb’s and City on a Hill, the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Global Missions Offering or
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions. You can also give to other ministries we support
throughout the year if you haven’t been able to give yet.
I know Thanksgiving has passed, but I am thankful for all of our volunteers who put in several hours on a
Saturday in November for Hallelujah Harvest. We estimated approximately 400-500 people were on our church
grounds that day. Thank you for helping us be the presence of Christ to our community around us. Also, thanks to
the leadership of our Children’s Ministry Team for their organizational efforts in making this event happen.
Our youth will be doing some Christmas caroling on Wednesday night, December 18, followed by their
Christmas Party. If you know of someone who would love a visit from our teenagers, please let me know no later
than Sunday, December 15.
Beth, Megan and I wish all of you a blessed Advent season and a Merry Christmas this year. May you all
experience the presence of Christ in a special way.

Children’s Worship Schedule
December
December
December
December
December

1 - Worship with Family
8 - Extended Session 2
15 - Children’s Worship (Chapel)
22 - Worship with Family
29 - Extended Session 2

All children, ages four years old through the fifth grade,
are invited to join us for Children’s Worship.

Youth Workday at the
Operation Christmas Child Processing Center

December 14
Ages 13+
Leaving JHBC at 7:15 AM
Returning around 5:00 PM
Bring money for breakfast and a
packed lunch.

NOTES ♫ ♫♫ FROM REV. RONNIE…

♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫

LET’S HANG THE GREENS TOGETHER
On December 1, 2013 at 6:00 PM, we will all gather together
as a church in McDowell Hall for a time of sharing food and
fellowshipping around the table. Following our fellowship
time, we will then all go to the sanctuary to decorate.
Join us and bring your favorite Christmas finger party foods
that you could share with all of us such as cakes, cupcakes,
sandwiches, trail mix/trash, candies, cookies. . .
♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ ♫

A Christmas Wish for you. . . . . .
May your holiday be filled with wonder
The wonderment of what is yet to come
May your holiday be filled with joy
The joy that comes from within and shows outwardly
May your holiday be filled with smells
The smells of pine, apple pies, freshly baked cookies,
May your holiday be a time of memories,
Special memories of Christmases past, of family, of friends,
May your holiday be a time of happiness,
The happiness of that comes from above,
May your holiday be filled with love,
The love that only comes from the manger,
May your holiday be filled with peace
The peace that only comes from within,
May your holiday be filled with music,
The music of church bells, carolers, choirs,
May your holiday be filled with laughter,
The laughter and giggles of children opening up their presents
That jolly St. Nick left behind on Christmas eve.
May your holiday be filled with the truth,
The truth that comes from the birth of that special baby
The baby that came to save, to heal, to love.
May your Christmas be filled with merriment, and your New Year be filled
with good cheer, good health, and prosperity !
Many Blessings,
Much Joy,
Lots of Love,

Ronnie

Daphine

DEACON’S CORNER…..

Submitted by Johnny Whiteside

As we near the birthday of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Christians become full of
reflection and humbleness as we relive the sacrifice God made through his only
begotten son. The congregation of Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church is no different.
God knew we could not save ourselves, so he blessed us with his grace. You know God
must smile as he watches us celebrate his son. You might think that a congregation in
search of a pastor may not be quite as focused on Jesus as they should be even in the
season of his birth. Yet we stand united in our love of one another. We celebrate each
other’s unique gifts. We accept our many differences and continue to work side by
side for the Kingdom of our Almighty God. As we reflect we may ask ourselves what
keeps us so connected as brothers and sisters in our Christian Journey? The answer is
God has blessed us in a supernatural way. He chose each member of our staff to lead,
counsel, and guide our paths. God placed the right interim pastor in our pulpit to keep
us focused and in His word. He’s kept our seniors vibrant and full of wisdom. And He’s
kept us united during a time when the devil creeps in the back door and takes a seat
on the back pew. How wonderful it is to celebrate Christmas with a loving church
family! There is nothing like it. We thank you God for the blessings you have breathed
upon the Congregation of Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church!
The following motion was made and discussed at our November meeting:
The Deacons will present a motion to the congregation of the Jonesboro Heights
Baptist Church on Sunday, November 10, 2013 to make a counter bid of $75,650 for
the library facility property across the street.
The following items were also discussed:
Update on City On The Hill/David and Heather Webb
New Screen and Video Ministry
Congregation is requesting to continue giving toward the Equipping for the
Future Fund as planning and progress continues.
Benevolence Needs
Prayer For Pastor Search

THANKS TO ALL LISTED BELOW FOR THEIR GIFTS
IN MEMORY OF ROBERT ANDERSON
(brother of Mayna Diggs)
To the General Fund
► By James and Jean Kelly
To JHBC Youth Missions Fund
► By Dock and Lorena Batchelor
To the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
► By James and Daphine Tolliver
IN MEMORY OF TERRI BRASHEARS
(sister of Brenda Wicker)
To JHBC Youth Missions Fund
► By Dock and Lorena Batchelor
IN MEMORY OF GENEVA BROWN
(grandmother of Rich Wood)
To JHBC Youth Missions Fund
► By Dock and Lorena Batchelor
IN MEMORY OF MARY RUTH DEESE
To the Benevolence Fund
► By Andy and Wanda Howard
► By Charma Mullins
► By Sam and Sandra Wornom
IN MEMORY OF ANDREA FOIL
To the Choir Fund
► By Horace and Fran Foil
IN MEMORY OF DOROTHY HOXIE
(sister of Tony Rebello)
To the Equipping for the Future Fund
► By James and Daphine Tolliver
To JHBC Youth Missions Fund
► By Dock and Lorena Batchelor
IN MEMORY OF JACKIE SISTRUNK
To the Benevolence Fund
► By Mary Upchurch

IN HONOR OF RANDY & TOMMIE ANGEL
To the Benevolence Fund
► By James and Daphine Tolliver
IN HONOR OF REV. RONNIE BYRD
To the Benevolence Fund
► By Mary Upchurch
IN HONOR OF REV. GILBERT MCDOWELL
To the Hearing Loss Fund
► By Mary Upchurch
IN HONOR OF ZELMA POPE
To the Hearing Loss Fund
► By James and Jean Kelly
IN HONOR OF REV. JEFF ROBERTS
To the Hearing Loss Fund
► By Mary Upchurch
IN HONOR OF MILDRED ROUSE
To the Baptist Children’s Home
► By James and Daphine Tolliver
IN HONOR OF RICHARD SISTRUNK
To the Benevolence Fund
► By Mary Upchurch
IN HONOR OF AVRON UPCHURCH
To the Hearing Loss Fund
► By Mary Upchurch
IN HONOR OF HEATHER & DAVID WEBB
To the City on a Hill Mission Fund
► By Marcia Johnson
► By James and Daphine Tolliver
► By Mary Upchurch
IN HONOR OF REV. RICH WOOD
To the City on a Hill Mission Fund
► By Mary Upchurch

Christmas Outreach Projects
Christmas Angels from J Glenn Edwards Elementary School
Many children in our community will not experience the joy of Christmas without our help. Please
select an angel from the tree in the hallway outside McDowell Hall and help a child have a Merry
Christmas. Individuals, families, Sunday School classes, and other church groups are encouraged to
participate. The deadline for gifts to be returned to JHBC is Sunday, December 15.
Lee County Enrichment Center Golden Angels
Many of our senior citizens are the forgotten ones at Christmas time. The Enrichment Center of Lee
County has provided a list of items below to be included in gift boxes for seniors this Christmas.
Items should be placed in the “Golden Angels” bin outside the Bullock-Matthews Room by Sunday,
December 8.
Gloves (men/women)
Socks (men/women)
Flashlights with batteries

Razors
Lotion
Toothbrushes/paste

Shampoo
Bar soap
Adult diapers (med/lrg)

Remembering Our Veterans
Many of our veterans will spend Christmas in the VA Hospital in Fayetteville. You can help bring
Christmas cheer to these heroes by donating sweatshirts and sweatpants (medium/large),
individually wrapped snacks/cookies, candy, puzzle books, and toiletries. These items should be
placed in the “Military Cheer” bin outside the Bullock-Matthews Room by Sunday, December 8.
Your heartfelt donations will help our local children, seniors, and military heroes have a brighter
Christmas season.

December 1 - Roy Lowe and Richard Sistrunk
December 3 - Sadie Byrd and Martha Winstead

December 18 - Claire Cummings
Shirley Holt

December 4 - Richard Blakley
December 5 - Lorena Batchelor

December 20 - Sarah Garrison,
Sylvia Howard and Lee Patterson

December 7 - Rebekah Angel Walters
Sharon Howell and Erline Kelly

December 21 - Johnna Lawrence

December 9 - Kaye Cummings
December 10 - Chad Jones and Roger Vance
December 11 - Jennifer Kerns,
Theresa Smith and Sandra Ward
December 13 - Tommy Brooks
December 14 - Pat Brown

December 23 - Cleona Moore,
Rebecca Whiteside Stalls
December 24 - Katlynn Premo
December 25 - Jennifer Sturm
December 26 - Ashton Malloch, Gene Rouse,
Cinda Turnage
December 28 - Dennis Angel and Phillip Deese

December 16 - Ann Laton
December 17 - Lucy Maddox and Ann Vo

December 31 - Rosie Farrier

CITY ON A HILL NEWS
Greetings from Mussoorie! Shorter days and the long shadows of the
mountains now greet us each day. Our school semester is nearing an
end, yet there are a number of celebrations held during this time of
year.
The Christmas season begins for our school in the last week of
November with the fall music concerts. Heather’s Junior School
chorus presented selections that were inspirational and seasonal,
with a theme of peace on earth. The Junior School percussion ensemble, “Tiger Percussion,”
played an arrangement of the Nutcracker March at the concert. The chorus also offered the call to
worship for the Christmas Chapel service, with “O Come Little Children.” Heather was very proud
of all of her students in this season of joy. The most rewarding aspect of her work with these
groups was being able to explain the heart of the Christmas story through music.
Along with our 8th grade advisor group, we had an
outreach project to the community in late November.
One of our partner churches, Hillcrest Baptist in Suffolk,
Virginia, sent stockings and Christmas candy to bless
some of the children in our community. Our 8th graders
stuffed the stockings and helped to take the stockings
around to different children’s homes on the hillside. We
also took stockings to the children at the local Hindi
speaking church. It was a blessing to be greeted with
smiles at all of the stops we made. Please pray that
children we met will know that God loves them.
We both continue to work with the Friendship Club, a
weekly discipleship group for Junior School students.
This year we have divided the children in the group
into small groups for a weekly share and prayer time.
David has been working with Kindergarten through
2nd Grade boys while Heather has been working with
the 4th Grade girls. It has been a joy to discuss Bible
stories with these children and pray with them each
week. We are thankful for the many wonderful
opportunities we have to share with then about Jesus
as part of this club! Please keep the children who
attend the Friendship Club in your prayers.
We will be in the USA from the middle of December to early February. While we are in the USA,
we do look forward to visiting and sharing with many of you! However, this trip will be much
more low key then our visit home last year. David needs to have his ankle evaluated by a
specialist in the USA. An MRI here showed a chip in his ankle bone last summer and the doctors
here have advised him to seek treatment in the USA as this type of injury is not something they
commonly deal with here. We will visit a doctor at Duke a day after we return and David most
likely will have to have an operation as soon as they can schedule it. Please keep David and his
ankle injury in your prayers!

HIGHER
HEIGHTS
NEWS
JHBC Seniors worked with
Operation Christmas Child during the
month of November. We performed
many different tasks involving the
shoeboxes. Some Seniors made
dresses and pants, while others
knitted hats. Other Seniors collected
items for the shoeboxes and on
Wednesday, November 20th we had a
packing meeting.
So far, 100 Seniors have signed
up to attend our Annual Christmas
Luncheon on Thursday, December 5
at 12:00 noon. This luncheon is
sponsored by JHBC. We are looking
forward to good food prepared by
Wanda Howard and her Christmas
helpers.
We wish each Senior a happy
and healthy Christmas!
Dear Friends,
We recently received a check from CBF NC for
the support of our missions work. Thank you
for contributing to the work of NC Baptist
Men through the CBF NC Mission Resource
Plan.
Richard Brunson, Director
NC Baptist Men/Baptists On Mission
====================================
Dear Friends,
Your gifts to Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
of NC Missions Resource Plan (MRP) along
with the other participating churches have
been CBFNC a top donor to the Chowan
Christian Service Association. Thanks for
being a vessel of God’s treasure,
Lou Ann Gilliam, Director
Church & Community Relations
Chowan University

Dear Church Family,
Thank you for the many ways that
you have shown your love and concern for us during the
death of Tony’s sister. The beautiful cards, your kind
words of comfort and encouragement, and your
faithful prayers have touched our lives and blessed us
so much.
With love and gratitude,
Tony and Mickie Rebello
=======================================
Dear Alice & JHBC:
J. Glenn Edwards would like to thank you for your kind
donation of popsicles for our field day celebration. We
are very blessed to have a partnership with such a
wonderful congregation.
Thank you so much,
J. Glenn Edwards Elementary
=============================================
Dear Friends,
Thank you so much for the pillows you provided for our
families here at Oak Ranch. This is truly a wonderful
way to show God’s love. We pray that our Lord will
continue to bless the ministry that you do for our
community.
Because of Christ,
The Staff and Families of Oak Ranch
====================================================

Dear Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church,
Your generous partnership with Baptist Children’s
Homes as we endeavor to bring hope and healing to
the hurting is greatly appreciated. Thank you for seeing the beauty, worth and potential in each and every
boy and girl we serve.
Michael C. Blackwell, President
Baptist Children’s Home of NC, Inc.
==========================================
Dear Rev. Roberts:
Recently our organization, the Baptist Retirement
Homes of North Carolina, Incorporated, received a
monetary gift from your congregation. This money will
be designated for use via the Baptist Retirement Homes
Benevolent Ministry. Your church family’s financial
support of this important ministry means much!
William B. Stillerman, President
Baptist Retirement Homes of NC, Inc.
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22

9:00 AM Early Worship (Chapel)
11:00 AM AM Worship (Sanctuary)

29

9:00 AM Early Worship (Chapel)
11:00 AM AM Worship (Sanctuary)

30

23

17

7:30 AM Men's Prayer meeting

31

Church Offices Closed
5:00 PM Christmas Eve Service

24

7:30 AM Men's Prayer meeting

16

9:00 AM Early Worship (Chapel)
9:00 AM Announcer Articles due to
Marva Lee 15th of the month
11:00 AM AM Worship (Sanctuary)
3:30 PM Choir Christmas Musicical
7:30 PM Choir Christmas Musical

15

10
7:30 AM Men's Prayer meeting
2:00 PM Virginia Oliver
7:00 PM WISH

9

7:00 AM Adults to OCC Distribution
Center - Charlotte
12:00 PM Marjorie Spence/Brown
Bag
4:15 PM NCAE Mtg (Main Conference Room)
6:15 PM Nursery Committee Meeting
6:30 PM Building and Grounds
(Main Conference Room)

8

9:00 AM Early Worship (Chapel)
11:00 AM AM Worship & Baby
Dedication (Sanctuary)
6:30 PM Children Christmas
Program

9:00 AM Early Worship (Chapel)
9:00 AM Lord's Supper Celebration
Worship (Chapel)
11:00 AM AM Worship with
Baptism & Communion (Sanctuary)
11:00 AM Lord's Supper 11 AM
Service
5:30 PM Hanging of the Green

1

Church Offices Closed

25

10:30 AM Staff meeting (Main
Conference Room)
Regular Wednesday Night Schedule

18

10:30 AM Staff meeting (Main
Conference Room)
Regular Wednesday Night Schedule

4
10:30 AM Staff meeting (Main
Conference Room)
Regular Wednesday Night Schedule

3
7:30 AM Men's Prayer meeting

2

7:00 PM Deacons Meeting (Main
Conference Room)

1

Wednesday

Tuesday

Monday

Sunday

2

Church Offices Closed

26

7:30 PM Praise Band Practice
(Chapel)

19

2:00 PM Higher Heights Singing
(Lee County Nursing & Rehab)
7:30 PM Praise Band Practice
(Chapel)

12

12:00 Noon Seniors Christmas
Lunch (McDowell Hall)
7:30 PM Praise Band Practice
(Chapel)

5

Thursday

3

27

20

13

6

Friday

Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church Calendar
DECEMBER 2013

4

12:00 PM Ashley Angel Wedding
(McDowell Foyer, McDowell Hall,
McDowell hall and Kitchen, Sanctuary)

28

21

7:00 AM Youth to OCC Distribution
Center (Operation Christmas Child
Distribution Center - Charlotte)
7:30 PM Choir Christmas Musicical

14

7

Saturday
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RETURN SERVICE REQUEST

DECEMBER
REMINDERS

GREETERS:
Door 1 - Ariane Smith
Door 2 - John Henry and Katie Rice
Door 3 - Kathryn Cummings
SECURITY - Phil Lawrence

ATTENDANCE RECORDS
FOR THE FOLLOWING SUNDAYS
Sunday, Oct. 27th
Sunday School - 142 + 5
8:45 a.m. Worship - 25
11 a.m. Worship - 183
PM–Discipleship - 25

Sunday, Nov. 3rd
Sunday School - 152 + 9
8:45 a.m. Worship - 26
11 a.m. Worship - 208
PM– Business Meeting - 52

Sunday, Nov. 10th
Sunday School - 151 + 5
8:45 a.m. Worship - 25
11 a.m. Worship - 199
PM– Discipleship - 17

Sunday, Nov. 17th
Sunday School - 155 + 6
8:45 a.m. Worship - 19
11 a.m. Worship - 209
PM– Discipleship - N/A

