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FROM THE PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE . .
Though Thanksgiving has passed, its spirit should continue in our hearts year-round. Our
Thanksgiving celebrations were very special this year as we dedicated a record number of
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes the Sunday morning before Thanksgiving, and worshiped
with other churches at Shallow Well Church that evening for our Jonesboro Community Thanksgiving Service.
Members of our Sanctuary Choir participated in the combined choir for this service, and our Handbell Choir did
a wonderful job helping lead the music in this service. Thank you to all who participated!
And now, Christmas is coming, and Advent is already here! As I’ve reminded you before, Advent is not a
matter of celebrating Christmas early. It’s a season of penitence and preparation, of anticipation and
expectation, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ and look forward to His return.
Advent gets us ready for Christmas. We think about the preparations God made and the promises He gave
of salvation and deliverance. We also look ahead to the fulfillment of the promise that Christ will return in glory
to judge the world, to right all wrongs, and to create new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness dwells.
And as we look ahead, we prepare our hearts so we’ll be ready when He comes.
We often complain about the commercialization of Christmas that makes it so easy to lose sight of what it’s
really all about. Advent is the antidote to that. It helps us focus and stay focused, reminding us that these are
holy days. It puts Bethlehem in the context of God’s great eternal purpose of redemption, reminding us that the
baby in the manger was God the Son in the flesh who came to die on the cross and rise from the dead to save us,
the King of kings and Lord of lords who will come again to bring His kingdom in its fullness, redeeming even
the creation itself in new heavens and a new earth!
There will be many opportunities for worship, reflection, and celebration here at JHBC during Advent and at
Christmas. Here is the schedule:
Sunday, November 27
First Sunday of Advent

8:45 & 11:00 A.M .
6:00 P.M .

Advent observance
Hanging of the Green

Sunday, December 4
Second Sunday of Advent
Saturday, December 10

8:45 & 11:00 A.M .
7:00 P.M .
7:30 P.M .

Advent observance
Children’s musical
Sanctuary Choir musical

Sunday, December 11
Third Sunday of Advent

8:45
3:30
7:30
8:45
6:30
5:00

Advent observance
Sanctuary Choir musical
Sanctuary Choir musical
Advent observance
To Be Announced
Service of Lessons, Carols, and Communion

Sunday, December 18
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Saturday, December 24
Christmas Eve
Sunday, December 25
Christmas Day

& 11:00 A.M .
P.M .
P.M .
& 11:00 A.M .
P.M .
P.M .

10:30 A.M .

No Celebration Service or Sunday School
Combined Christmas Worship
No evening service

Let me also remind you that this is a season for missions giving. There are multiple avenues for your gifts—
City on a Hill Ministries in India (David and Heather Webb), the SBC Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for
International Missions, and the CBF Global Missions Offering. Also, if you missed giving to one of our other
mission offerings throughout the year (Baptist Retirement Homes, Baptist Hospital, Baptist Children’s Homes,
North Carolina Missions, World Hunger, or North American Missions through Annie Armstrong or CBF Global
Missions), you can still give for this year and we will forward the funds to the appropriate recipients. Examine
the needs, examine your heart, examine your resources, and give as God leads you. You might even want to
consider asking your family to make their Christmas gifts to you in the form of an offering to a worthy mission
cause in your honor.
My family joins me in wishing you a blessed Advent and a meaningful and merry Christmas!
Your servant for Jesus’ sake,
Mark E. Gaskins, Senior Pastor

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
SAVANNAH JOHNSON
528 Petty Road
Sanford, NC 27332
919-935-7088
Savannah Johnson joined JHBC on Sunday, August 28, 2011 by profession of faith and request for baptism.
Savannah is the daughter of David and Leah Johnson and the granddaughter of Diane Durham. She is in the
5th grade at B. T. Bullock School where her favorite subject is math. Savannah has two brothers, D. J. and
Alex and a sister, Amber. Her favorite activities are playing with her Labrador Retriever named Keith and
jumping on her trampoline. She also enjoys spending time with her family.
We welcome Savannah into our JHBC family and celebrate this important decision in her life and look forward
to walking with Savannah on her spiritual journey.
STEVEN MULLINS
1302 Woodland Avenue
Sanford, NC 27330
919-770-7875
Steven joined Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church on October 30, 2011 by transfer of letter from First Baptist
Church of Vass.
Steven is a self employed professional Land Surveyor, and also manages a painting crew. Steven also enjoys
photography.
In June of 2011, Steven and his son Wilson (who is 10 years old) returned from a 1 year mission trip to
Bolivia. Steven worked with the Guarani Indians on agricultural projects. Steven did drilling to obtain good
water samples for wells. Steven is so grateful God gave he and Wilson this opportunity to serve Him.

REMINDER!!
The Church Office will be
closed for Christmas on
Friday, December 23,

Upcoming Youth Events
December 3 - Progressive Dinner
December 7 - Gift Exchange
December 14 - Christmas Caroling

Monday, December 26
and

January 13-16, 2012 - Faith in 3D

Tuesday, December 27

February 17-19, 2012 - Disciple Now

ACCORDING TO RW…
I love this time of year for many reasons. On one hand, all my favorite sports are going on during
this time. On the other hand, Christmas is coming soon! Of course, we all know that it’s a time to celebrate
the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, but it’s not a celebration that is just spontaneous. It’s a celebration we
must prepare for. This is the purpose of Advent – a time where we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ,
but also a time of preparation in the knowledge that Christ will come again.
As part of this time of preparation, I’m sure it’s easy to get all busy and stressed out in making sure
everything is together for December 25th. I confess that I’ve done that before. Since I’m someone who likes
to plan things out, one intentional thing I’ve always done around this time of year is to slow down and not
plan so much. For me, Advent is a time of reflection this past year and a time to think about hopes and
dreams for the year ahead. In all our preparations for celebration, I hope each of us will take some time to
sit and reflect about 2011 and think about the hope, peace, love and joy each of us can experience and share
with other people in 2012.
I know Thanksgiving has passed, but I am thankful for all of our volunteers who put in several
hours on a Saturday for Hallelujah Harvest. We estimated approximately 200 children attended the event
that day. Also, thanks to the leadership of our Children’s Ministry Team for their organizational efforts in
making this event happen.
We have a few youth related activities coming up in December. The first is a Progressive Dinner in
which we will have a Service of Lessons and Carols along the way. We are also doing some Christmas
caroling on Wednesday night December 14th. If you know of someone who would love a visit from our
teenagers, please let me know no later than Monday, December 12th.
Also, this month, I’m in the process of planning Children’s Worship and Children’s Sermons for the
upcoming year. If you are interested in leading either one, please let me know. I am more than happy to
provide guidance to help you with either one.
One more thing… our Family Ministry Team is exploring the idea of “How can our church become
more family friendly?”. Be thinking about this over the next couple of months as the team is putting
together a time to share your answers to this question.
Finally, Beth and I wish all of you a blessed Advent season and a Merry Christmas this year. May
you all experience the presence of Christ in a special way this year.
Blessings
Richard
—————————————————————————————Upcoming Events of Note:
Youth:
 Progressive Dinner is December 3rd – We will be leaving JHBC at 5:00 PM and returning around 9:00 PM.
Admission is two cans for food which will be donated to CUOC.
 Youth Gift Exchange is December 7th – This is part of our youth Wednesday Night Worship as we will be going
from 7:00-8:30 PM that night. All youth are asked to bring a $5.00 gift for either gender (no gag gifts, please).
 Youth Christmas Caroling is December 14th – We will meet at the church at 6:00 PM and return around 8:30
PM. Hot chocolate and snacks will be provided in the Youth Center following the caroling.

EXTENDED SESSION VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER
Extended Session 1
Extended Session 2
December 4, 2011
Tara Whiteside
Children’s Worship
December 11, 2011
Rachel Brown
December 18, 2011
Leah Johnson
Children’s Worship
December 25, 2011
Angie Wood
-

♫ ♫ FROM REV. RONNIE . . . .

THANK YOU
JHBC!!!
Thank you to all the people that came to the luncheon/recognition service in honor of my 20th anniversary at
JHBC on Sunday, October 30, 2011. A special thank you to the Personnel Committee including Belinda
Bond, chair person, Eddie Bowling, Jean Kelly, Sonja Lawrence, Russ Stevens and Kathy Waters for
organizing, hosting, making all the arrangements for the wonderful time together.
There are so many thank you’s, but here are just a few. Thank you to Belinda Bond for emceeing the event
and all her kind words of wisdom, encouragement, thanksgiving, and her leadership skills. Thank you to
Kathy Waters’ for the remembrances down memory lane and her recollection of my journey to JHBC.
Thank you to Roger Vance for his rendition of Ray Boltz’s "Thank You". Thank you to Joy Scott for her
camera and the video and powerpoint presentation of pictures from the past. Thank you to Curt Brown and
his ideography. Thank you to Beth Malloch for leading the Sanctuary Choir and all the attendees in the
signing of “Worthy of Worship”. Thank you to Richard Sistrunk for singing “To God Be the Glory”. Thank
you to Elaine Tyner and Bob Tilley for their words of gratitude and their own sense-of-humor stores. Thank
you for the following: the flower arrangement given in my honor, the anniversary cake, the plaque and
Sandy's reading of the Sanctuary Choir’s Proclamation, the framed picture, the Bond brothers scriptural
plaque, all the wonderful cards with each its own sweet sentiments; the numerous gifts and gift bags,
Kimberly Davidson’s beautiful handcrafted wreath (that is already hanging in my foyer at home) and all the
hugs and kisses and kind words rendered by the attendees. Thanks to the almost 200 precious folks that
brought wonderful food and desserts to share with me, my mom, and the church staff. Also, a special “thank
you” to the Social Committee for all their work in making the luncheon a success.
I would like to say thank you for the past 20 years, whether you have been there the entire tenure or if you
have just recently joined us I appreciate each of you. When you look back time has flown by. There have
been approximately 40 sanctuary choir musicals, 40 children’s choir musical events, countless Vacation
Bible Schools, weddings, funerals, and special services that were needed for the community and our church
fellowship. I told the crowd that I have, also, experienced in my tenure, 5 Pastors, 5 Interim Pastors, 5
Youth and Children's Ministers, 2 Family Ministers, 3 Church Administrators, 3 Administrative Assistants, 2
Organist, and 3 Pianist, not to include all the other personalities.....it’s all been good. When I reflect back
the more pleasant times outweigh the most challenging times.
Also, I would like to thank Rev. Gilbert McDowell, for being a confidant, a source of strength, for sharing
his wisdom and understanding, for being a late night listener, and for being a friend and older brother during
my twenty years.
On a Personal Note: The Personnel Committee also furnished a guest book. If you did not sign it or were
unable to at the time, I would appreciate it soooooooooo much if you would see me to sign it. I will keep it
with me at the church for the next few weeks. That too was such a nice memento.
I hope that I haven’t left out anyone’s name, if so it was not done intentionally, so please accept my deepest
apology.

Rev. Ronnie

City on a Hill News
This edition of the Announcer finds us in unexpected places,
Durham and then Suffolk, Virginia. Due to Heather’s continuing
illness the Woodstock School paid for us to come home and seek
additional treatment on November 10th. What a gracious and
unexpected gift! As of the writing of this article, we can report
that Heather is out of Duke Hospital and recovering at the home of David’s parents in Suffolk.
The doctors described her problems with holding down food as a “downward spiral” after the
sickness from a stomach parasite and then gall bladder surgery. She is gaining strength each day
and we believe Heather has experienced a healing miracle from the Lord. We thank all of our
JHBC family for the prayers for healing and safety as we made this journey.
Even as we had to journey home, projects for City on a Hill Ministries continued. Last month we
told how some local Indian ladies were commissioned to knit sweaters for some of the street
children in Mussoorie. On November 15th, Children’s Day in India, the sweater project concluded
with a party for the children. There were snacks, balloon animals, and face painting for the
children. At the end of the party, 27 children were surprised to receive a new sweater of their
very own. At the party, the Gospel message was also shared with the children and many were
moved as they learned more about God’s love for them. We are grateful to have partners in ministry both in Sanford and Mussoorie that made this day and the sharing of the Good News possible.
Here are some pictures of the sweaters and the party.

We hope to see you all soon, at least by mid-December for the Christmas Musical. Our return to
India will not be until the end of January. Thank you for your continued prayers and loving support.
Grace and Peace,

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD REPORT
As we write this Operation Christmas Child (OCC) article for the December ANNOUNCER,
our hearts are still overflowing with thankfulness. This was the 9th year for Jonesboro
Heights Baptist Church (JHBC) to serve as a collection site for OCC and our best year yet!
Remember that our 2010 goal was 4,500 and we missed it by 65 shoeboxes. We were a bit
reluctant to increase our goal by 200 in light of the continued, depressed economy and the
financial strain Sanford residents have experienced since the April tornado.
Nevertheless, our 2011 collection goal for OCC shoeboxes was set at 4,700. As of
this writing, we have collected 5,322 shoeboxes. . .622 shoeboxes over our goal!!!
We are thrilled to say the least.
Of those 5,322 shoeboxes, 551 of those
shoeboxes were packed by JHBC members - 165 more than last year. Your efforts
will put the Gospel message into the hands of 551 children!!
We thank you for all the ways JHBC promotes this ministry. From knitting hats, to
readying donations for the packing parties, to wrapping, packing, paying and praying for
shoeboxes, to volunteering at our collection center, JHBC has embraced this ministry and
advanced the Gospel all over the world. THANK YOU.
Although OCC’s intent is to reach children for Christ, this project ministers to many
people who don’t receive a shoebox. Working at the collection site gave a bereaved
volunteer a purpose for his lonely days, two sisters from a local church found sweet
fellowship and new friends when they volunteered, a widow’s event was brightened when
she followed God’s prompting to attend the OCC Kickoff; she deemed JHBC “the
friendliest, big church I’ve ever been in”, and GA girls from a local sister church got to
experience missions alongside others from a larger community of faith. OCC blessings
take many forms. . . We thank you for each and every one!!!
In His Service,
Alice Gilchrist and Donna Smith

Deacon's Corner - submitted by Mary Upchurch
At the Church Business Meeting on November 6, 2011, “The Deacons recommended the following members as
Messengers to the Baptist State Convention Annual Meeting. Mitchell and Shelby Watson, Diane Smith, Pastor
Mark Gaskins, and Richard Wood.” These were approved.
The Deacons Meeting was held on Monday, November 7, 2011 at 7 P.M. Pastor Mark Gaskins, Richard
Sistrunk, and Richard Wood met with the Deacons. Items discussed were as follows:
Church Administrator’s Report by Richard Sistrunk included:
1. An Update on Security System and Security Team. Van Holly is the coordinator and chairman of the
Security Team. The first live activation of the security system was November 6, 2011.
2. DMJ Accounting Assistance – Mr. Sistrunk is continuing to work with DMJ to establish improved
methods for recording and reporting financial matters.
Family Ministry Report was presented by Richard Wood.
1. The Family Ministry Team is meeting, discussing, and planning approaches to determine “How to
make Jonesboro Heights a more family friendly church.”
2. The Family Ministry Team is planning a forum on January 8, 2012 from 3:30 – 5:30 P.M. providing
an opportunity for members to speak face-to-face.
=========================================================================================
GREETINGS FROM YOUR DEACONS…..

Randy Angel – “I am really looking forward to this Christmas! Kaleb (our Grandson) is 2 years old and
Christmas should be a lot of fun with him this year.”
Belinda Bond – “Merry Christmas From The Bond Family!”

John Hall – “My favorite Christmas Gift ever was on Christmas morning in 1957 when I received a three speed,
red with chrome fenders, Schwinn Jaguar Mark 11 bicycle next to our Christmas tree. I still own that bicycle after
54 years.”
Lynwood Jones – “Christmas is always a special time for me as our immediate family gathers together to
celebrate the birth of Jesus. The fellowship and celebration continues with our extended families in Washington,
NC. We have been blessed with five new additions to our families and continue to give praises for the blessings of
the year.”
Tony Kelly – “I like Gift Cards or CASH in my Christmas Stocking.”
Roy Lowe – “”My greatest surprise at Christmas (2010) was a gift certificate to the NASCAR Driving Experience
at the Lowe’s Motor Speedway in Concord. Driving at a speed of 128 mph without a Blue Light behind me.”
James Mitchell – “My most precious Christmas Gift ever was when I proposed to Catherine on Christmas Eve
in 1995 and she accepted.”
Tim Smith – “Christmas to me is our house filled with family and friends, Devon playing the piano, the family
harmonizing, favorite foods prepared, the smell of the fresh cut tree decorated with ornaments that mark special
occasions in the life of our family. With each year passing these things become more precious.”
Mary Upchurch – “The Christmas Season has always been my favorite time of year, and I have
demonstrated the meaning and joy of Christmas to our daughters, their husbands, our two grandsons and their
wives. They know my belief in God, His Son, Jesus, and His Holy Spirit. I thank God for His Love, Salvation,
and Eternal Life.”

Remembering you this Christmas and praying your celebration brings a heart full of joy as you remember
God’s Amazing Love shown through His Son, Jesus. Merry Christmas to all!

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
December 1—Roy Lowe,
Richard Sistrunk

Dear Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church,
Thanks so much you were more than kind.
People like you aren’t easy to find!
Thank you and God Bless,
Alison Gautier & Family
=====================================
Dear Pastor and Church Family,
Thank you for your prayers, visits, cards, and
other acts of kindness during my illness and
hospital stay. I felt your prayers.
God bless you all,
Melba Kelly
=====================================
Dear JHBC,
We would like to thank so many of you from
JHBC for all the cards, visits, calls and food
during Jerry’s illness and recent death. Thank
you also for all the prayers lifted for him. May
God bless you all for your many kindnesses.
The Family of Jerry Maddox
=====================================
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for your prayers, and many acts of
kindness during the recent passing of Royce.
Love in Christ,
Beverly Coleman Tippett
=====================================
Dear JHBC Family,
Thank you very much for your visits, cards and
prayers for me. I really appreciate them very
much.
In Christian Love,
Jessie Winstead

December 3—Sadie Byrd
Martha Winstead
December 4—Richard Blakley
December 5—Lorena Batchelor
December 7—Rebekah Walters
Sharon Howell & Erline Kelly
December 9—Kaye Cummings
December 10—Roger Vance
December 11—Jennifer Kerns,
Theresa Smith & Sandra Ward
December 13—Tommy Brooks
Jackie Sistrunk
December 14—Pat Brown
December 16—Ann Laton
December 17—Lucy Maddox & Ann Vo
December 18—Claire Cummings
Shirley Holt
December 19—Frances Angel
December 20—Sarah Garrison
Sylvia Howard & Lee Patterson
December 21—Johnna Lawrence
December 23—Cleona Moore,
Katie Cranston & Rebecca Whiteside
December 24—Ernest Gaster & Katlynn Premo
December 26—Ashton Malloch
Gene Rouse & Cinda Turnage
December 28—Dennis Angel & Phillip Deese

THANKS TO ALL LISTED BELOW FOR THEIR GIFTS
IN MEMORY OF BETTY BUCHANAN
(mother of Diane Willett)
To the Building Fund
► By James and Kathleen Ashworth
► By Maydell Baker
► By Ed and Sadie Byrd
► By Willard and Armelia Garren
► By Erline Kelly
► By James and Jean Kelly
► By Lee and Mary Sue Patterson
► By Lespie Smith
► By James and Daphine Tolliver
IN MEMORY OF BELLE DENNY
To the Building Fund
► By Ed and Sadie Byrd
► By Sam and Sandra Wornom
IN MEMORY OF BETTY JOHNSON
To the Building Fund
► By Calvin and Ruth Cox
IN MEMORY OF MARIAN LENNZ JOHNSON
(mother of John Johnson)
To the Building Fund
► By Ed and Sadie Byrd
IN MEMORY OF ISABELLE LETT
To the Building Fund
► By Calvin and Ruth Cox
IN MEMORY OF GENEVEE TAYLOR SCOTT
(mother of Katie Rice)
To the Building Fund
► By Steve and Ann Alford
► By Ed and Sadie Byrd

IN MEMORY OF JERRY MADDOX
To the Building Fund
► By Steve and Ann Alford
► By James and Kathleen Ashworth
► By Maydell Baker
► By Ed and Sadie Byrd
► By Calvin and Ruth Cox
► By Mayna Diggs
► By Linda Draughn
► By Phillip and Genease Fields
► By Herman and Juanita Neal
► By Ralph and Nancy Freeman
► By Willard and Armelia Garren
► By Ruby Godwin
► By Roy and Virginia Johnson
► By James and Jean Kelly
► By Joe and Betty Lawrence
► By Tony and Agnes Kelly
► By Gilbert and Maxine Matthews
► By Lee and Mary Sue Patterson
► By Glenn and Barbara Poole
► By Bill Rosser, Kelli Hulsey & Frank Rosser
► By Salisbury High School, Salisbury, NC
► By J. T. and Sharon Smith
► By Lespie Smith
► By Sowers Sunday School Class
► By Billy and Faye Thomas
► By Walter and Sylvia Thomas
► By Terry and Sandra Ward
► By Fred and Linda Whitesell
► By Sam and Sandra Wornom

IN HONOR OF REV. RONALD BYRD
To the Building Fund
► By Mayna Diggs
► By Phillip and Genease Fields

IN MEMORY OF ROYCE TIPPETT
(husband of Beverly Coleman Tippett)
To the Building Fund
► By Ed and Sadie Byrd
► By Mayna Diggs
► By Ernest and Pat Gaster
► By James and Jean Kelly
► By Lucy Maddox
► By Gilbert and Maxine Matthews

IN MEMORY OF JERRY MADDOX
To the Herbert & Edna Thomas Mission Fund
► By Walter and Sylvia Thomas

IN MEMORY OF ROYCE TIPPETT
To the Choir Fund
► By Steve and Ann Alford
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RETURN SERVICE REQUEST

DECEMBER
REMINDERS
Wednesday, December 7
6:15 PM
Family Night Covered Dish Supper
GREETERS:
Door 1: Norman Brickhouse
Door 2: John Henry & Katie Rice
Door 3: Lespie Smith
LOCK UP:
Joy Scott

ATTENDANCE RECORDS
FOR PREVIOUS MONTH

Sunday, Nov. 6th
Sunday School - 162 + 11
8:45 a.m. Worship - 33
11 a.m. Worship - 207
PM - Discipleship - 32

Sunday, Nov. 13th
Sunday School - 154 + 7
8:45 a.m. Worship - 27
11 a.m. Worship - 192
PM—Discipleship - 24

Sunday, Nov. 20th
Sunday School - 151 + 10
8:45 a.m. Worship - 18
11 a.m. Worship - 215
Community Thanksgiving

Sunday, Nov. 27th
Sunday School - 156 + 10
8:45 a.m. Worship - 26
11 a.m. Worship - 219
PM Hanging of the Greens - 105

