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FROM THE PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE . . .
Christmas is coming! And Advent is already here!
This is my and my family’s fifth Advent and Christmas with you. As I’ve reminded you
before, Advent is not a matter of celebrating Christmas early. It’s a season of penitence and
preparation, of anticipation and expectation, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate the birth of
our Lord Jesus, the Messiah.
Advent gets us ready for Christmas. We think about how God broke into history, sending His Son to
save us from our sins. We think about the preparations He made—some in miraculous ways, some through
the ordinary events of history—and the promises He gave of salvation and deliverance. But we also look
ahead to the fulfillment of the promise that Christ will return in glory to judge the world, to right all the
wrongs, and to create new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. And as we look ahead, we
prepare our hearts so we’ll be ready when He comes.
That’s what we’re focusing on in our worship during the Sundays of Advent 2009. We often complain
about the commercialization of Christmas that makes it so easy to lose sight of what it’s really all about.
Advent is the antidote to that. It helps us focus and stay focused, reminding us that these are holy days. It
puts Bethlehem in the context of God’s great eternal purpose of redemption, reminding us that the baby in
the manger was God the Son in the flesh who came to die on the cross and rise from the dead to save us, the
King of kings and Lord of lords who will come again to bring His kingdom in its fullness, redeeming even
the creation itself in new heavens and a new earth!
For about a century Baptists have received an offering for foreign or international missions at
Christmas. And we’ll continue that good Baptist tradition again this year. As in recent years, you may give
to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions (Southern Baptist International Mission
Board) or to the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Offering for Global Missions, or both. Also, if you missed
giving to one of our other mission offerings through the year (Baptist Retirement Homes, Baptist Hospital,
Baptist Children’s Homes, North Carolina Missions, World Hunger, or North American Missions through
Annie Armstrong or CBF Global Missions), you can still give for this year and we will forward the funds to
the appropriate recipients. In this time of great need and great shortfalls in giving to many of these efforts,
you might even want to consider asking your family to make their Christmas gifts to you in the form of an
offering to a worthy mission cause in your honor.
As important as missions giving is—and it is!—too often we act as though that’s all that missions
support is about. But it’s not.
Our WMU regularly reminds us of the importance of prayer support. There is no substitute for lifting
missionaries and their work in prayer to our God. Both giving and prayer are essential.
But even these two crucial ingredients aren’t enough in the mix of being on mission with Christ in the
world. Substantial giving to missions and dedicated prayer for missions are both good signs that a church is
mission-minded. But we really have to go a step farther to be truly on mission with Christ—His mission
must permeate everything we are and do! We have to order everything we do as a church around His
mission, so that His mission becomes our mission. And the way we’ve chosen to express our mission as the
Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church is that ―by the grace of God and the power of His Holy Spirit, we will
embody the presence of the crucified and risen Lord Jesus Christ to Sanford and the world through our
worship, our witness, and our way of life as His disciples.‖ That means living out the mission of Christ here
and around the world.
Our church leadership (ministry staff, Deacons, and others) are actively seeking God and His direction
about how He wants to accomplish this through us as a congregation. You’ll be hearing more about that in
the coming months.
In the meantime, I want to challenge you, especially as we prepare to celebrate how our Lord Jesus
Christ came on His redemptive mission into the world, to consider how God wants you to be a part of His
mission. Is it greater financial or prayer support? Is it more direct participation in some kind of local
ministry that proclaims the gospel in word and deed? Is God calling you to be involved in outreach to our
surrounding community or communities? Is He calling you to participate in a short-term mission trip? Is
He calling you to plant your life in another place to carry the gospel to those who haven’t yet heard it?

FROM THE PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE . . . (Continued)
Does God want you to be a prayer warrior for His mission, praying for those who serve, those who hear,
and for workers for the harvest? He has given us many gifts in our congregation, and He calls us to
participate in His mission in many different ways. Are you striving to use your gifts in God’s mission
as a member of the body of Christ? Or are you too occupied with other things?
I wonder . . . What if Christ had been to busy with other things to come? What if the apostles had
been too involved in other things to be consumed by the passion of His mission? What if no one had
ever shared the good news of Jesus Christ . . . with us?
Just a reminder . . . Along with our Sunday morning Advent services, we’ll have our Children’s
Choir musical Sunday evening, December 6. The Sanctuary Choir will present its musical Saturday and
Sunday evenings, December 12 and 13. The Sunday before Christmas (December 20), our whole
church family will come together at 11:00 a.m. for a combined Christmas worship service (no
Celebration Service that morning). Then on Christmas Eve, we’ll gather at 5:00 p.m. for our Service of
Lessons, Carols, and Communion. This will give us the opportunity to worship together in celebration
of Christ’s birth, then go to participate in our own family festivities. I hope you’ll all make plans to join
us for each of these opportunities for worship and fellowship.
Jo Ann, Jeffrey, Jonathan, and I wish you a blessed Advent and a merry Christmas filled with
God’s grace and peace—and a new and deeper sense of His mission.
Your servant for Jesus’ sake,
Mark E. Gaskins
Senior Pastor

Mark Your Calendars – So You Won’t Miss These Events!
Sunday, November 29 — 7:00 PM - - Hanging of the Greens
Thursday, December 3 – 11:00 AM - - Higher Heights/Seniors Christmas Luncheon
Sunday, December 6 – 7:00 PM - - Children’s Christmas Musical
Friday, December 11 – Youth 30 Hour Famine Lockout
Saturday, December 12 – 7:30 PM - - Sanctuary Choir Christmas Musical
Sunday, December 13 – 7:30 PM - - Sanctuary Choir Christmas Musical
Sunday, December 20 – 11:00 AM - - Combined Worship Service

Christmas 101
Can you believe it’s already time for Christmas? Time needs to slow down a bit. If you figure
out how to do that, let me know. I really do love Thanksgiving and Christmas. There’s so much going
on and people are, generally, in a good mood. That’s pretty amazing when you consider the pressure
many of us are under during the holidays.
I truly do believe that God has commanded us, as parents, to use every opportunity to teach
our children about our faith (Deut.6). Even when we think we’re just doing ordinary everyday things,
we are still teaching our children. They learn about driving by watching us (oh,no!). They learn how
to react in conflict by watching us. They figure out what is really important by what we spend most of
our time, energy, and money doing. So, believe me, Christmas is a major learning event.
Every year our children hear the story of Jesus’ birth. They’ve pretty much got that figured out
by the time they are 6 or 7 years old. Do you know what they are watching closely? You might not
really want to know. They are watching to see if you are really celebrating the birth of Jesus or just
observing the holiday season.
Everybody loves to receive presents. It’s so exciting to get up on Christmas morning and run
in to find those presents under the tree. I love seeing the look on children’s faces when they see those
presents. But, you and I both know that we walk a very fine line when we are trying to emphasize the
joy of Jesus’ birth instead of the commercial side. We usually end up tipping the balance and our
children take notice.
I think of Christmas as being a “What if?” season. What if God decided to take human form
and be born in a cave over 2,000 years ago? I never lose that sense of wonder about that. So, let me
encourage you to consider a few “what if’s?” with your family.
What if you gathered together as a family to discuss how your family is going to honor the
birth of Jesus this year? Ask your children how you think your family should do this. What if we, as a
family, did more than just give each other presents? What if we honored Jesus by giving to others this
year? Let them name some ways you might do that.
Adults, what if your extended family decided that instead of giving each other “stuff,” you
decided to honor Jesus’ birth by buying a flock of geese for a family in Africa? What if your family
bought a goat that would provide milk for a family in deep poverty? Both of these suggestions, and
many more, are available through Samaritan’s Purse. If you need info about that, see me.
When I give Gracie a gift, the best part is watching the look on her face. Imagine giving a gift
that would greatly enrich the life of a family. Imagine the look on Jesus’ face when he sees how you
have honored his birth. Isn’t that what Christmas is supposed to be about?
What if, year after year, in addition to receiving gifts from you, your children saw the effort
and imagination you, as a family, put into honoring Jesus. Can you imagine how that would change
their perception of Christmas? This is not only a season of giving. It’s also a season of learning. What
will you teach your children during these wonderful days ahead? What if…?
In Jesus,

Mike
Truly I tell you,whatever you have done for the least of these, you have done for me.- Matt. 25:40

NOTES FROM REV. RONNIE . .

Our first event of the Advent season will the our “Hanging of the
Greens” service on Sunday evening, November 29 at 7:00 p.m. This
special service is one that everyone can participate in helping to
decorate the church as well as we learn the symbolic meaning of
specific “greenery”, chrismons, poinsettia’s, and candles.
Your invitation to the Children and Sanctuary Choirs Christmas musicals are on the cover of this
month’s edition of Announcer. I hope that each of you will be able to come and as part of our
outreach ministry invite your family, friends, neighbors, co-workers, classmates, and others to
attend these special events with you.
Thanks again to all who participated in the Clergy Appreciation month with the mail box and
special dinner recognitions. I am grateful and thankful for all the cards, treats, and gifts that
were given to me and my mom.
As we approach the Christmas Holidays, I would like to extend to all a very Merry Christmas
with New Years blessings for the coming year. I pray each of you will be blessed and that you
will share your blessings with others this season. Remember that “Jesus is the Reason for the
Season”.

APOLOGY

Please accept our apology for the incorrect spelling
of the baby’s last name in our November issue.

Kenadie Harper Neal
Born October 8, 2009
Weighed—6 lbs. 12 oz.
Parents—Brian and Holly Neal

With Thanksgiving this week, we all turn our thoughts
of the many things we are thankful for. I am especially
thankful for you, my church family and wish to give
thanks for you and to you. For all of you who visited,
sent cards, called, supplied many meals and most of all
prayed for me during these past few months, I give thanks
and say thank you. A caring family is a blessing and I
have been blessed.
Wanda Howard

Children’s Corner

by The Children’s Committee

Please join us for the Children’s Musical on Sunday, December 6th at
7:00 pm in the Sanctuary. The children have been practicing for
weeks preparing for this special musical celebrating the birth of Jesus
Christ.
Afterwards, you are invited to join the children in a Birthday Party Celebration for Jesus in McDowell Hall. Please
invite grandparents and family members to join us for this special evening of worship.
——————————————————————————————————————————————-

HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS PARTY!
Who: The JHBC K-6 Grade Children’s Sunday School Classes and their Families
What: Happy Birthday Jesus celebration lunch
Where: Pizza Inn, Sanford, 1952 S Horner Blvd
When: Sunday, December 6, 12:15 P.M.
Why: To celebrate the Christmas Season with the Children’s Sunday School
Classes!
Note: The cost of the children’s pizza buffet will be covered by the Sunday School
Department
———————————————————————————————————————————————————

HALLELUJAH HARVEST THANK YOU!
The Children’s Committee would like to thank everyone involved in helping with Hallelujah Harvest. It was a great day for all
of the children who attending this terrific event. We couldn’t have done it without the many, many volunteers who helped
with set up, baking yummy treats, running the many booths and clean up!
———————————————————————————————————————–———————————

During the month of December our schedule will be a little different for Wednesday
night activities. Please see our schedule below to know where your children should go.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2009
3 & 4 Year olds
6:00 – 6:15
Kid's Challenge in the Upper Room
6:15 – 7:00
Choir
7:00 – 7:45
Mission Friends
Kindergarten thru 6th Graders
6:00 – 7:15
Choirs go straight to Sanctuary for Musical Practice
7:15 – 7:45
Mission Groups
Childre n’s Choirs

GA’s M ission Frien
ds
RA’s

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2009
All Ages — NO Choirs
Mission Groups will meet the entire night from 6:00—7:45 p.m. Please go straight to
your mission class!
Please note our new ending time is now 7:45 p.m. It’s important for parents to pick up
their children on time!

There will not be Wednesday night activities starting December 16 th thru December 30th. We will resume back on
Wednesday, January 6, 2010. We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy & Safe New Year!

Children’s Corner

by The Children’s Committee ……(Continued)

GA & RA NEWS
GAs and RAs will have our International Mission Study on Dec. 9th. GAs and RAs can earn a
badge for their participation in this study. This will be a fun night for everyone so please make
sure to be there on 12/9! We look forward to seeing you there.
————————————————————————————————————————————————

BIBLE DRILL 2009
We are looking forward to an exciting year in Bible Drill. We are trying some new things and we really want
your parents and you to let us know what you think! We are trying a new day and time for Bible Drill this
year. We will be meeting every Wednesday evening at 5:30 in the RA's room. We will finish so everyone
may go to Kid's Challenge at 6:00. Children's Bible Drill is for 4th through 6th graders. We would love for
you to come to our practices to see if you would like to become a part of the JHBC Bible Drill Team. We
have so much fun learning God's Word. Lots of games and activities to help us!
A brand new adventure this year is "Pre-Bible Drill" for boys and girls in the 2nd and 3rd grade. If you
would like to learn about how to become a Bible Driller and begin learning the books of the Bible, join us.
We will also have other fun activities to help them be prepared to be a member of the JHBC Bible Drill Team
when they are in the 4th grade. We hope you will come out and give it a try. Invite your friends to join
you. Please let your parents know that they may call Tommie Angel (774-1561) or Brenda Cowfer (7757875) if they have any questions. We hope to see you there!
————————————————————————————————————————————————

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP
Children’s Worship will meet Sunday, December 6th and Sunday, December 20th.
We will no longer have Children’s Sermon’s on the days that we leave for Children’s Worship.
Please check the bulletin to see when the children will exit to the Chapel.
We invite all children, ages four years old thru the sixth grade, to come and join us for a kidsized worship celebration!

Please check the Preschool/Nursery hallway for updates on these dates. Last minute date changes are
posted each Sunday morning outside the 2 & 3 year old classroom.

WAYS YOU CAN HELP SUPPORT OUR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY:
Eat at Pizza Inn, get your friends to eat there, and save your receipts! We are collecting your receipts in
the pizza boxes located outside the Bullock-Matthews Room and the old church office. Receipts will be
collected each quarter and 10% of the total receipts will be returned by Pizza Inn to the Children’s
Ministry of JHBC.

HAPPY DECEEMBER BIRTHDAY TO YOU!

Dec. 2 - Mike Clements
Dec. 3 - Sadie Byrd and Martha Winstead
Dec. 4 - Richard Blakley
Dec. 5 - Lorena Batchelor
Dec. 7 - Rebekah Angel, Sharon Howell and Erline Kelly
Dec. 9 - Kaye Cummings
Dec. 10 - Roger Vance and Sandra Ward
Dec. 11 - Jennifer Kerns and Theresa Smith
Dec. 13 - Tommy Brooks
Dec. 14 - Patricia Brown
Dec. 16 - Ann Laton and Royce Tippett
Dec. 17 - Lucy Maddox and Ann Vo
Dec. 18 - Claire Cummings and Shirley Holt
Dec. 19 - Francis Angel
Dec. 20 - Sarah Garrison, Sylvia Howard and Lee Patterson
Dec. 21 - Johnna Lawrence
Dec. 23 - Cleona Moore, Katie Whiteside and Rebecca Whiteside
Dec. 24 - Ernest Gaster, Jr., and Katlynn Premo
Dec. 25 - Pearl Setzer
Dec. 26 - Ashton Malloch, Gene Rouse and Cinda Turnage
Dec. 28 - Phillip Deese
Dec. 31 - Rosie Farrier

THANKS TO ALL LISTED BELOW FOR THEIR GIFTS

In Memory of Bobby Diggs
To the Building Fund
►By Mitchell and Brenda Brigman
►By Jerry and Brenda Harris
► By William and Yvonne Horne
► By JHBC Sowers Sunday School Class
► By C. W. and Joyce Kelly
► By James and Melba Kelly
► By Tony and Agnes Kelly
► by Jerry and Lucy Maddox
► By Neil and Carolyn MacDonald
► By Odus and Lespie Smith
► By James and Daphine Tolliver
► By Sam and Sandra Wornom
In Memory of Bobby Diggs
To the Captain Mark McDowell Memorial Fund
►By Lee and Mary Sue Patterson
In Memory of Bobby Diggs
To the Hubert & Edna Thomas Mission Fund
►By JHBC Fidelis Sunday School Class
►By W. Thornton and Evelyn Hawkins
In Memory of Captain Mark McDowell
To the Captain Mark McDowell Memorial Fund
►By Mayna Diggs
► By JHBC Fidelis Sunday School Class
►By Andy and Wanda Howard
► By Edna Thomas
In Memory of Those That Died at Ft. Hood
To the Building Fund
►By Stephen and Ann Alford
In Memory of The Military
To the Building Fund
►By Stephen and Ann Alford

Dr. Mark Gaskins
Rev. Gilbert McDowell
Rev. Ronnie Byrd
Rev. Mike Clements
Mr. David Webb
Mrs. Marva Lee Roush
Mrs. Jo Ann Brickhouse
Mrs. Kimberly Davidson

14
No Marjorie Spence/
Brown Bag

21
7 pm Nell Smith / Mary
Herring
7 pm Pearl Johnson

28

13
3rd Sunday of Advent
9 am Celebration Worship
11 am Worship
5 pm WMU Council
6 pm Bible Drill (RA Room)
7:30 pm—Sanctuary Choir
Christmas Musical

20
4th Sunday of Advent
11 am Combined Worship
11 am Children’s Worship
7 pm Worship

27
Student Day at Christmas
9 am Celebration Worship
11 am Worship

29
7:30 pm Men’s Prayer Mtg
9 am Breadbasket
7:30 pm Joyful Noise

22
7:30 am Men’s Prayer Mtg.
6:30 pm Church Council
7:30 pm Joyful Noise

15
7:30 am Men’s Prayer Mtg.
7:30 pm Joyful Noise

8
7am—7pm Adult Trip to
Charlotte OCC Processing
7:30 am Men’s Prayer Mtg.
1 pm Virginia Oliver
6:30 pm Deacons’ Meeting
7:30 pm Joyful Noise
7 pm WISH Group

30
10:30 am Staff (conf room)
No Kid’s Challenge
No Mid-week Worship or
Activities

23
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY
Church Office Closed
No Mid-week Worship or
activities

16
10:30 am Staff (conf room)
No Kid’s Challenge
Wednesday evening
activities as listed below
6:30 pm Bldg & Grounds

9
10:30 am Staff (conf room)
Wednesday evening
activities as listed below

Wed
2
10:30 am Staff (conf room)
Wednesday evening activities as listed below

Tue
1
7:30 am Men’s Prayer Mtg
6:30 pm Personnel
7:30 pm Joyful Noise

31
NEW YEAR’S EVE

24
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY
Church Office Closed
5 pm Christmas Eve Service—Lessons & Carols
with Communion

17
12:30-2 pm WINGS
6:15 pm Handbell Choir

10
Higher Heights—Rudy
Theater Christmas Show
6:15 pm Handbell Choir
7 pm Sanctuary Choir
Rehearsal

3
Higher Heights Christmas
Lunch (McDowell Hall)
12:30—2 pm WINGS
6:15 pm Handbell Choir

Thu

December 2009
Fri

25

18

Church Office Closed

CHRISTMAS DAY

11
Youth—30 Hour Famine
Lockout
7 pm Sanctuary Choir
Rehearsal

4

Sat

26

19

12
Youth—30 Hour Famine
Lockout
7:30 pm Sanctuary Choir
Christmas Musical

5

Please note: Wednesday evening schedule of activities are: 5-6:00 pm (Midweek Manna); 5:30-6 pm Children/Youth Bible Drill (RA Classroom); 6-6:15 pm (Kid’s Challenge Upper Room);
6-7 pm (Youth Discipleship Groups, Acteens); 6:15-7:15 pm (Midweek Worship, Adult Discipleship Groups); 6:15-7 pm (Children’s Choirs); 7-7:45 pm (Mission Groups—RA’s, GA’s, Mission Friends); 7-8 pm (Wednesday Night Youth Worship); 7:15-8:45 pm (Sanctuary Choir).
11-19-09

7

Mon

6
2nd Sunday of Advent
9 am Communion
11 am Worship
11: am Children’s Worship
6 pm Bible Drill (RA
Room)
7 pm Children’s Christmas
Musical

No Mid-week Manna
in December

Sun

International Missions
Special Offering
Emphasis Month
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RETURN SERVICE REQUEST

ATTENDANCE RECORDS
FOR PREVIOUS MONTH

December
Reminders
GREETERS:
Door 1: Frank Malloch
Door 2: John Henry & Katie Rice
Door 3: Ann Alford
LOCK UP: Randy Angel

Sunday, November 1st
Sunday School — 159 + 12
9 a.m. Worship — 44
11 a.m. Worship — 170
Evening Service— 27
Sunday, November 15th
Sunday School — N/A
9 a.m. Worship — 24
11 a.m. Worship — 251
Evening Worship— 34

Sunday, November 8th
Sunday School — 170 + 13
9 a.m. Worship — 35
11 a.m. Worship — 222
Evening Worship — 33

