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A few words on various subjects . . .
First, some words of thanks . . .
June and July have been tough months for our family. My father, J. C.
Gaskins, entered the hospital in Whiteville, North Carolina on June 3. He
was hospitalized there for 11 days until he was transferred to Wake
Forest University Baptist Medical Center in Winston‐Salem, where he
was diagnosed with liver cancer. He was discharged four days later after being told
that there was no treatment that would help him, and that he should be admitted to
hospice for palliative (comfort) care. He was at home a little over two weeks under
home hospice care when he was moved to the Lower Cape Fear Hospice Center in
Whiteville Sunday evening, July 4, after taking a turn for the worse. He died there the
next morning around 10:40. Jo Ann and I were with him, along with his sister. We
knew Daddy had been declining some over the past year, but none of us realized how
much. When Jo Ann and I were there Memorial Day weekend, we encouraged him to
go to the doctor to get checked out. But he was a determined and hard‐working man.
At 77 years old, he was still driving an eighteen‐wheeler hauling wood chips every
day that work was available. That work had been slower during the recession, but
was starting to pick back up a little. So the day he went into the hospital, he drove his
car from his home near Tabor City to a spot outside Florence, SC (about an hour’s
drive) where he parked his truck overnight, and hauled two loads. He would have
done more that day, but it was his and my mother’s 59th wedding anniversary, so he
went home early. By the time he got home, he was severely jaundiced, and my mother
insisted that he go to the hospital. You know the rest of the story.
I tell you all that to say thank you for the care and concern you have shown our
family during these difficult days. So many of you were so kind to ask about how
Daddy was doing before his death, and so many of you have expressed your sympathy
in various ways. The food, the cards (that I finally stopped counting), the presence of
a large group from JHBC at the funeral, and most of all, your prayers, are appreciated
more deeply than you can realize. It doesn’t seem like it’s enough, but all I can say is,
“Thank you.”
I also want to say thanks to all those who have worked so hard this summer in
Children’s Vacation Bible School, the Youth Mission Trip to Vermont, and the
Children’s Camping Trip to the Great Smokies. The planning and coordination of
these events didn’t just happen; there was a lot of work that went into these events,
just as with our Adult Vacation Bible School last week. So to the staff and lay leaders
involved with these efforts, thank you for a job well done!

FROM THE PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE . . (CONTINUED)
One more thanks—in July, Marva Lee Roush began her fourth year with us as Administrative
Assistant. As a staff, we are very grateful for Marva Lee, for her competence, diligence,
dependability, and commitment in her role. No matter what we ask of her, her answer is always,
“We’ll make it work.” Thanks, Marva Lee, for all you do for JHBC and for the Lord!
Second, a word of farewell . . . As you know, Mike Clements has been called to serve as minister
to families at Manassas Baptist Church in Manassas, Virginia. He and Terri and Gracie will be
missed. We give thanks to God for their time among us and pray God’s blessings on them in their
new home and in this new ministry opportunity. Our Personnel Committee will be working
immediately on assessing our needs and seeking a new staff minister for the area of family
ministries. Please pray for them as they engage in this formidable task.
Finally, a word about the future . . . While I can’t discuss it in detail here, you’ll soon be hearing
more about the plans being made to launch our new outreach ministry focusing on the community
right around our church. We’re in the process of exploring partnerships with several
organizations and entities that we can come alongside to participate with and bring a gospel
witness to the Jonesboro community in word and deed. A meeting of the Outreach Committee, the
Missions Committee, the Deacons and staff, and any other persons or groups in our church
interested in this mission effort will be held early this month, and we’ll be reporting and bringing
recommendations to the congregation on how to move forward in this critical endeavor to
embody the presence of Christ to Sanford. Please be in prayer for this mission to Jonesboro!
Grace and peace.
Your servant for Jesus’ sake,

Mark E. Gaskins

Outreach Mission Strategy Meeting
In lieu of the August 1 Sunday Evening Worship Service, there will be a meeting of the
Outreach Committee, the Missions Committee, the Deacons, the ministry staff, and
any other persons or groups in our church interested in our new mission effort in the
Jonesboro community. The purpose of this meeting will be the prayerful planning of a
start-up strategy, including potential partnerships with other organizations and
entities in the community. Along with a time of corporate prayer and seeking God’s
guidance, Sam Carter will present information on some of the efforts already in place
or in planning that could present partnership opportunities that will enable us to
reach out to the community right around our church. We will meet at 6:30 P.M. in the
Bullock-Matthews Room. Please be praying about this important meeting and effort
as we seek to follow our Lord Jesus into the future.

While our mission team was in Vermont, I had a chance to talk with
Terry Dorsett, Faith Community Church’s pastor. He’s a really nice guy with
North Carolina ties, but he’s totally focused on reaching the people of
Vermont. In our world, it’s pretty hard to be totally focused on anything!
The more we talked, the more I realized how much we had in common. He’s at a point in
his life/ministry at which he’s just fed up with “playing” church. He defined that as just showing
up, dressing the right way, saying the right things, and then going back to what you really want to
do. He ministers to a congregation that has no tolerance for “religious” people who talk a good
game, but are ultimately just trying to “sell” Jesus to them.
Our conversation led me to do some serious thinking about how we tend to work against
our goals. We say we want one thing, but we do everything to keep that from happening. We say
we want to minister to young people, but we do little or nothing to tear down obstacles to reach
them. We talk about it in meetings and in strategic planning, where we put off things we need to
deal with now by saying we’re going to “do more thinking about it this year.” I suppose that’s just
human nature.
Terry told me that he had never expected to be so successful in attracting teens to his small
church. He was aiming at adults. After all, they support the church financially and are more
reliable attenders. Holding onto teens is like holding a handful of sand.
But, something strange happened. Dozens and dozens of teens started turning up again
and again. They were hungry for something, even though they didn’t know what. So, he went with
where he felt God was leading. Then, the adults began to come in!
In that conversation, he told me that God had impressed upon him that the church
doesn’t know what to do with young people and young families. But, here’s the very important
thing God put on his heart. He said, “The church today loves to say that children, youth, and
young families are the church of tomorrow. But, that’s so wrong. They are the church of today;
just as vital to who and what we are as any adult.” That really struck a chord with me.
If any church, JHBC included, continues to ignore young people, the needs they have, the
type of worship that makes sense to them, and keeps them at arm’s length, that church will simply
dry up and blow away. Poof! Vibrant young people sense quickly when there is nothing for them!
By the time you read this, I’ll be in Virginia, probably speaking on the same issues. God
won’t seem to leave me alone about this. My greatest hope is that I will hear that JHBC will strive
toward becoming an exciting, vibrant, growing (in every way) family of God. You are a wonderful
people; loving, giving, accepting, and outgoing. Use those traits to the advantage of the Kingdom
of God.
Thank you for your kind calls and comments since I resigned. They have been a bit
overwhelming. Please continue to pray for us as we seek to find our niche in a strange new place.
We will never forget you.
Your brother in Christ,
Mike

♫ ♪ ♫ ♪ ♫ ♪ ♫ ♪ ♫ ♪ ♫ ♪ from Rev. Ronnie.
hoi
Have you noticed that there are lots of reality shows on television. The crowds are
in the thousands who line up to try out for the show or they are there just to attend the
event. Can you imagine in Jesus’ day how the crowds gathered for his story telling? The children even
gathered to hear this storytelling man tell the many, many stories. He was able to keep everyone’s attention.
He told these stories probably as if he were telling a children’s sermon. Do you remember the commercial
when E. F. Hutton speaks everyone listens? I’m sure everyone listened intently as to what this man was
saying.
In today’s society how do you listen to Jesus?

 Do you wait for him to appear in the park?
 Do you call him?
 Do you wait patiently to hear him in a small voice?
 Do you wait to hear him in a burning bush?
 Do you hear him in a sermon?
 Do you hear him in the small voice of a child’s prayer?
 Do you hear him while someone says the blessing at a meal?
 Do you hear him in a young person who is telling how his or her life was changed on a mission trip?
 Do you hear him in a guitarist playing “Silent Night, Holy Night”?
 Do you hear him in the waves of the ocean beating against the shoreline?
 Do you hear him while taking a hike in the mountains or having a picnic by the lake?
 It’s late after work and you are waiting in a long check out line at the supermarket where there are
crying children, parents being impatient, teenagers in a hurry to get home, you are tired and then
you have to cook dinner when you get home….Do you hear him?
Do you hear him when you witness the birth of a newborn baby?
We could go on with the infinitive question of “Do you hear him when…”
Whether we are listening to a small child sing “ Jesus Loves Me” or to the massive choir, accompanied by
a full orchestra, singing “How Great Thou Art” we must “Be Still”, we must “Listen”, we must “Obey”.
As church members, teachers, leaders, we must do as Jesus did back in his day. Keep telling the
stories. We must be simple, childlike, in our approach in sharing and teaching the gospel. As a pastor friend
told me years ago if we stick to the basic teaching of the gospel we will win many more souls than if we try to
make everything so complicated.
As we teach, preach, sing, pray, even reading the scripture, remember to portray Jesus as if he were telling
those wonderful stories, that are still alive and well today.

♫♫♫♫
Hope you will read next month’s article on the adult VBS held in July.

♫♫♫♫
Now is the time for any adult, especially our younger adults, to join us as part of the Sanctuary Choir as we
are soon planning to have our Christmas party to kick off our Christmas music.

♫♫♫♫
In closing, Be Still and Listen, God may be calling…….
Singing His Praises,

Rev. Ronnie

JHBC DEACON NOMINEES
Vote will be taken at a called business meeting
following the 11 am Worship Service on Sunday, August 8, 2010

Art Coleman has been a member of Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church since 1973 and was
baptized by Rev. G. W. McDowell. Art was married to Janice D. Lett on November 1, 1980 by
Rev. McDowell and was ordained as a deacon in September 1994 and has served as chairman and
secretary of the deacon board. Art is currently serving on the Planning and Facilities Committee,
but has also served on the Personnel, Nominating, Finance and Social Committees in the past.
Locally, Art has delivered Meals on Wheels for the last twelve years and has been a member of the
Lions Club for 24 years. Internationally, Art as been a member of two mission trips: Managua,
Nicaragua, and Neyland, Wales, United Kingdom. He has also served as a crew leader and bus
driver for two national youth mission trips to Beckley, West Virginia and Aurora, Colorado. Art is
a current member of Baptist Men.
Roy Lowe is married to Freda and they have two adult children, Roy, Jr. and Heather. He is
currently serving on the Personnel Committee and the Social Committee. Roy is also a substitute
teacher for the H. M. Jackson Sunday School Class and he is also an usher. He previously served as
Vice Chairman of the Deacons (filling a one year unexpired term). Roy has also served on the
Scholarship Committee, Building & Grounds Committee, Outreach Leader, and past president of
Baptist Men.
James Mitchell has been a member of JHBC since 1997. He is married to Catherine and they
have a daughter, Meredith (10 years old) and a son, Jay (7 years old). Jay is currently the
chairman of the Finance Committee and chairman of the Investment Committee. He is also a
member of the Children’s Committee. Jay also serves as Church Parliamentarian and is a Mission
Friends teacher. His civic missions include past president and current member of the Sanford
Rotary Club, past president of the Stevens Center and a member of the United Way.

John Henry Rice was born and raised at Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church. He has been
married to Katie Scott Rice for 52 years. They have two sons: John and Mark. John Henry has
previously served the church as Deacon, Sunday School Teacher, Outreach Leader, Greeter,
Building and Grounds, Facilities and Planning, Usher, and Money Counter. He currently is active in
the Sowers Sunday School Class and the Baptist Men of the Church. He serves as a greeter,
distributes Sunday School materials, and is a member of Building and Grounds.

Mary Upchurch and her husband, Avron, are long‐time active members of Jonesboro Heights
Baptist Church where they have served God continuously. Mary has previously served as Deacon,
Church Treasurer, full‐time Sunday School Teacher, Discipleship Director and WMU Director. She
also has served as chairperson of Finance Committee, Personnel Committee, Nominating
Committee and two Pastor Search Committees. Mary is currently serving as Assistant Teacher of
the Joyful Generation Sunday School class, facilitator of small group Bible Studies, member of

ARE YOU WILLING TO SERVE?
Rev. Ronnie needs two (2) Children’s Choir Directors:
One for the Sunbeam Choir (Kindergarten and First Grade)
One for the Cherub Choir (Three and Four Year Olds)
If you are willing to serve God in these positions, please contact Rev. Ronnie as soon as possible.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR STUDENTS!
The Deacons are pleased to announce that one (1) student, who is a member of Jonesboro
Heights Baptist Church, has been selected as the recipient of the 2010 Catherine Matthews
“Music” Scholarship Fund.
Hannah West
Western Carolina University
The Deacons are pleased to announce that six (6) students, who are members of Jonesboro
Heights Baptist Church, have been selected as recipients of the 2010 Sam and Sandra
Wornom Endowment Trust Scholarship Fund.
Ryan Blakley
Central Carolina Community College
Justin Bowling
Caldwell Community College
Sara Cummings
University of North Carolina—Greensboro
Ashton Malloch
Gardner‐Webb University
Elizabeth Oates
Meredith College
Mary Stevens
Winthrop University

On Sunday, August 8
the Life Source Sunday School Class
begins a series
entitled

The DNA of Relationships
(a DVD Series)
By

Dr. Gary Smalley and Michael Smalley, M.A.
This is a six weeks series to better relationships.
This series is perfect for singles, couples and parents.
This class meets in Room 304 and everyone is welcome.
Any questions, call Theresa Smith (718-9923)

IS YOUR SHOEBOX
GETTING FULL?
August is the month
to fill your shoeboxes with
combs,
hair brushes
and hair items
for
GIRLS!

Dear Church Family,
Pansies stand for thoughts. Pansies remind us how important
little acts of caring are in today’s busy world. Thank you for your
thoughtfulness. Thanks to our family of Jonesboro Heights Baptist
Church for their many prayers and cards. A special thanks to Dr.
Mark Gaskins and Ronnie Byrd.
Love in Christ,
Kathleen Ashworth
——————————————————————
To Our Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church Family,
Thank you so much for allowing Zach to participate in
Graduation Sunday and for the gift certificate. Thank you for all
of your prayers and support throughout his years at Jonesboro. God
has blessed us.
Love,
Randy and Joan Burge
——————————————————————
Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for your love and support. It will help me
next year!
Zach Burge
——————————————————————
Dear Church Family,
Again, I would like to thank you for your acts of kindness
during my recent stay in the hospital. The cards, phone calls, visits,
food, and especially your prayers, were greatly appreciated.
In Christ,
Sadie Byrd
——————————————————————
Dear Church Family,
Words are inadequate to express our heartfelt thanks for your
calls, cards, visits and prayers during the passing of my mother,
Dora Thomas Patterson. It is wonderful to have such a loving and
caring church family.
Agnes and Tony Kelly
——————————————————————
Dear Church Family,
Thank you to the children for the note, poster and cards that
you sent me through Ms. Daphine. Also, I want to thank everyone
for the cards, visits and food. Special thanks to Weldon and Pat
Brown, Mitchell Watson and Billy Walker for all their help in
cleaning up my kitchen from the water damage. I feel blessed for all
the prayers and to have such a wonderful church family.
Thank you from my heart,
Bill Norris

To My Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church Family,
Thank you for awarding me the Hubert and Edna
Thomas Scholarship. I will be using the money to go to New
York City with the NC WMU the week of July 10-17. We
will be working at The Bowery, an established homeless
shelter. We will be cooking and serving meals and leading
chapel and church services. I appreciate your support
throughout the years.
God Bless You!
Amanda Wood
————————————————————Dear Friends,
The Breadbasket greatly appreciates your generous
donation on June 8, 2010. Each gift is so import as we
receive no government or United Way funds. We are completely dependent upon business, church, and individual
contributions to help meet our financial needs. Your support
enables our volunteers to provide a nutritious lunch five days a
week for our less fortunate neighbors. Due to the downswing
in the economy there has been a significant increase in the
number of patrons who use our service. For many, this meal
may be their only one of the day. Again, we thank you for
your kind contribution. Together, we are making a difference
in feeding the needy in our community.
Gratefully,
The Breadbasket Board of Directors
_________________________________________
Dear Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church,
The pharmaceutical companies make billions of dollars
selling drugs that prevent hardening o the arteries. A condition
that is more serious than hardening of the arteries, however, is
hardening of the heart. It is obvious to me that you do not
suffer from hardening of the heart. Your donation indicates
strongly that your heart is not callous but open to the needs of
the poor and uninsured. The donations of caring people such
as yourself, not only provides for our current operation, but
allows us to expand and meet the increasing needs in the
community due to our economy. It is an honor and pleasure to
serve in Sanford because Sanford is a community that cares.
We are committed to the task and your support contributes
greatly to our success. Thank you and may God bless you.
Sincerely,
Marilyn Green
Helping Hand Clinic
————————————————————Dear JHBC,
Thank you so much for your generous contribution. Your
support of our work with Romanian children and families is a
wonderful blessing!
Daniel & Michelle Sims
Children In The Son
Board of Directors

THANKS TO ALL LISTED BELOW
FOR THEIR GIFTS

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

In Memory of Richard Costello
To the Building Fund
► By Bill Norris

August 3—Jo Alford, Walter Huffman & Katie Rice

August 2—Ronnie Rouse

August 4—Jeffrey Batchelor
August 5—Michael Wallace

In Memory of J. C. Gaskins
To the Building Fund
► Stephen and Ann Alford
► By Frances Angel
► By Dock and Lorena Batchelor
►By Mayna Diggs
► By Joyful Generation Sunday School Class
► By James and Jean Kelly
► By James R. and Melba Kelly
► By Tony and Agnes Kelly
► By Gilbert and Maxine Matthews
► By Lee and Mary Sue Patterson
► By Odus and Lespie Smith

August 6—Mattie Wilson
August 7—Dakota Johnson & Brittany Smith
August 10—S. V. Johnson & Kathy Keye
August 11—Sharon Johnson & Lonnie McKay
Jimmy Solomon
August 13—Sharon Harrington
August 14—Teresa Bright & Odus Smith

In Memory of Betty Johnson
to the Building Fund
► By Sarah, Steve and Sandra Garrison

August 15—Berton Twiss & Billy Walker
Cooper Winstead
August 16—Vickie Wilkins

In Memory of Isabelle Lett
to the Building Fund
► By Jean Cumberworth

In Memory of Dora Patterson
to the Building Fund
► By Steve and Ann Alford
►By James and Melba Kelly
►By Jerry and Lucy Maddox

August 19—Elizabeth Ellis & Karen Lamm
August 21—Dane Brett & JoAnn Brickhouse
Avron Upchurch
August 22—Willard Garren & Marie Kidle
Brittany Meisel
August 23—Gracie Clements
August 24—Mitchell Dail
August 25—Ed Alford & Jeff Coe
August 27—Ethan Kerns

In Honor of Billy and Madge Lane
to the Building Fund
►By James and Dephine Tolliver

August 28—Vernon Joye
August 29—Sherry Andrews
August 30—Alexis Kerecz
August 31—Donna Smith & Patrick Thorne
James Tolliver

JHBC YOUTH
MISSION TRIP
TO VERMONT
June 25 -July 3, 2010

UPDATE ON MISSIONS
In June’s Announcer I had mentioned that I would be calling on various Sunday School
Classes, Baptist Men and Brotherhood and ALL church members to reach out and help
those in need. When a list is given to each Sunday School Class, please list your talents
whether it is simple repairs, electrical, plumbing, power washing, yard work and painting.
Anything that you, yourself, can do at home, please list The Enrichment Center, Men’s
and Women’s Homeless Shelter are just several outreach opportunities for our Church.
Many other opportunities to share Christ’s Love awaits our willingness and sacrifice to
reach out to others. I promise YOU WILL BE BLESSED! As soon as I get the list back from
the
Sunday School Classes, I will e‐mail the Enrichment Center and other organizations in Lee
County and ask for projects where we can help those in need. Thank you in advance for
your willingness to sacrifice your time to help others. Should you know of special needs,
please contact myself or the church office. Thank you for your Love and Commitment to
help those who need someone to reach out to them in their time of need.
MISSIONS COMMITTEE
Susan Mills, Missions Coordinator
semills@windstream.net
Home—708‐5055
Cell—499‐7285

Capt. Mark Russell McDowell Memorial Dedication
McDowell Hall Window Lighting Service
and Ice Cream Social

Sunday, August 8, 2010
7:00 pm
As the beauty of the windows shine outward, may they be a witness to all who pass by
For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts
II Corinthians

Join us for this special service in memory of Mark
and
in celebration of the lighting of the beautiful windows of McDowell Hall
Bring your favorite freezer of ice cream!

24
7:30 am Men’s Prayer Mtg.
6:30 pm Church Council

31
7:30 am Men’s Prayer Mtg.
9 am Breadbasket

16
7 pm Nell Smith/Mary
Herring
7 pm Pearl Johnson

23

30
6:30 pm Baptist Men (Old
Fellowship Hall)

15
9 am Celebration Worship
11 am Worship
11 am Children’s Worship
6:30 pm Discipleship/
Worship

22
Back-to-School Sunday
9 am Celebration Worship
11 am Worship & Deacon
Ordination (if needed)
6:30 pm Discipleship/
Worship

29
9 am Celebration Worship
11 am Workers Appreciation/ Installation
6:30 pm Discipleship/

25
10:30 am Staff Meeting
Wednesday evening
activities as listed below

18
10:30 am Staff Meeting
Wednesday evening
activities as listed below

11
10:30 am Staff Meeting
Wednesday evening
activities as listed below

4
10:30 am Staff Meeting
Wednesday evening
activities as listed below

Wed

26
No Higher Heights
7:30 pm Joyful Noise

19
12:30—2 pm WINGS
7:30 pm Joyful Noise

12
7:30 pm Joyful Noise

5
12:30 –2 pm WINGS
7:30 pm Joyful Noise

Thu

27

20

13

6
Ashley Smith Wedding
Rehearsal

Fri

28
8 am Men’s Prayer Mtg..

21
8 am Men’s Prayer Mtg.

14
8 am Men’s Prayer Mtg.

7
8 am Men’s Prayer Mtg.
2 pm Ashley Smith Wedding

Sat

Please note: Wednesday evening schedule of activities are: 5:00-6:00 pm (Midweek Manna); 5:30-6:00 pm Children/Youth Bible Drill (RA Classroom); 6:00-6:15 pm (Kid’s Challenge Upper
Room); 6:00-7:00 pm (Youth Discipleship Groups, Acteens); 6:15-7:15 pm (Midweek Worship, Adult Discipleship Groups); 6:15-7:00 pm (Children’s Choirs); 7:00-7:45 pm (Mission
Groups—RA’s, GA’s, Mission Friends); 7:00-8:00 pm (Wednesday Night Youth Worship); 7:15-8:45 pm (Sanctuary Choir).

17
7:30 am Men’s Prayer Mtg.
6:30 pm Personnel

10
7:30 am Men’s Prayer Mtg.
1 pm Virginia Oliver
6 pm Children’s Committee
6:30 pm Deacons’ Meeting
7 pm SS Council (conf room)
7 pm WISH

9
12 noon Marjorie Spence/
Brown Bag
6:30 pm Bldg & Grounds

8
9 am Celebration Worship
11 am Worship
2-4 pm Rebekah Angel
Wedding Shower
7 pm McDowell Hall
Window Lighting Service &
Ice Cream Social

3
7:30 am Men’s Prayer Mtg
7 pm Personnel Committee

Tue

2

Mon

1
9 am Communion
11 am Worship
12:15 pm Youth Committee
6:30 pm Outreach Mission
Meeting

Sun

August 2010
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RETURN SERVICE REQUEST

ATTENDANCE RECORDS
FOR PREVIOUS MONTH

AUGUST
REMINDERS
GREETERS:
Door 1: Lespie Smith
Door 2: Mitchell & Shelba Watson
Door 3: Ed Byrd
LOCK UP: Mitchell Watson

Sunday, July 4th
Sunday School - 170 + 10
9 a.m. Worship - 27
11 a.m. Worship - 221
No PM Service

Sunday, July 11th
Sunday School - 166 + 10
9 a.m. Worship - 29
11 a.m. Worship - 220
PM (Business Mtg) - 39

Sunday, July 18th
Sunday School - 159 + 11
9 a.m. Worship - 29
11 a.m. Worship—212
PM—Youth Mission—155

Sunday, July 25th
Sunday School - 167 + 8
9 a.m. Worship - 42
11 a.m. Worship - 231
PM –Adult VBS - 65

