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One hundred and forty years . . . That’s a long time!
Of course, when you compare it to nearly two thousand years of Christian history,
and the nearly two thousand years of Hebrew history prior to the coming of Christ, it’s
really relatively brief.
But when you think about a local congregation in one place, it’s significant. One hundred and
forty years . . .
On Sunday, September 27, we will have a Homecoming service as we celebrate the 140th
anniversary of the establishment of the congregation now known as the Jonesboro Heights Baptist
Church of Sanford, North Carolina.
Things were a lot different in 1869. When it was established on September 29, 1869, our
church was first known as the St. John’s Mission, then as the Ephesus Baptist Church, then later on
as the Jonesboro Baptist Church. It was located in the community of Jonesboro in what was then
Moore County. The church was established 38 years before Lee County came into being, and met
under a brush arbor for nearly a year until a simple building could be constructed.
In 1947 the towns of Jonesboro and Sanford merged to become the city of Sanford. Jonesboro
became the Jonesboro Heights section of Sanford, and our church soon changed its name to reflect
the surrounding community’s new designation.
Thirty-four ministers have served as pastor of JHBC throughout its history. Pastoral tenure has
ranged from a year to 28 years. This church has been through highs and lows, trials and triumphs,
struggles and successes. Early in our history (the late 1870s), services were discontinued and the
doors shut due to lack of pastoral leadership. But in time, services resumed and the church moved
forward.
Throughout it all, God has had a purpose for the Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church and has
been with us. That has made all the difference.
And now it’s time to celebrate again!
Sunday, September 27, will certainly be a special day as we come together for a combined
worship service in the sanctuary at 10:30 A.M. Our preacher for this service will be our beloved
Pastor Emeritus, Rev. Gilbert W. McDowell. This is most appropriate, since Rev. McDowell served
the longest tenure of any pastor of JHBC. This will be a service of worship in which we celebrate
our past and look ahead to our future. Our history committee has been working diligently to prepare
for this celebration. There’ll be plenty of fellowship as well, especially around the tables at the
covered-dish lunch following the service.
I hope you’ll make a special effort to be here on this day filled with memories and anticipation.
God has given us a wonderful heritage as a congregation, and a hope for a bright future. Come
celebrate this heritage and hope with us on September 27!
Grace and peace.
Your servant for Jesus’ sake,

Mark E. Gaskins

I’d like to continue to emphasize the importance of setting priorities for your family. You can’t
imagine how important that is and the fruit that it bears.
According to a study of spiritually mature young adults by the Search Institute, there are three
factors present in the lives of young adults that might be classified as devoted followers of Christ, as
differentiated from those who simply claim belief in Christ. I’ll list these in order of priority given by
the families of the 1000 young adults involved in the study.
The third most important common factor in their family life was involvement in an ongoing group
involved in Bible study. For some, the group was their Sunday school class. They were involved in
classes that moved beyond a discussion of what had occurred at school last week and were centered on
a study of the Bible. This study also included discussion of how these things were “played out” in
their lives. For others, the group was their youth group. Again, these were youth groups that
emphasized spiritual growth over recreational activities. And, for others this need was met by
involvement in a “small or cell” group that met in homes on a weekly or bi-weekly basis. None of the
young adults involved in the study said that Bible study was not a priority.
The second most important common factor in their family life was daily prayer with their family.
They were not talking about praying before a meal. Their family gathered daily to pray together and
talk about things that were important in their spiritual lives. It was an important time in their families
and they guarded that time against the “busyness” of their lives. (An important aside: Dr. Wallace,
who teaches counseling classes at Campbell Divinity school, often cites statistics that show that the
number one predictor of drug use in teens is failure to gather around the table for supper with their
family.)
Surprisingly (but not unreasonable), the most important common factor present in the family life of
young adults identified as being devoted followers of Christ was involvement as a family in regular
mission activities. Some went on mission trips together with other families, but that is not what they
were talking about. They said that their family “went out” into their community and became involved
in mission projects together. They worked on the homes of poor people. They helped out at food
kitchens and pantries. Together, they identified needs, prayed about them, and went out together to
meet those needs.
By now, you might be saying, “Yeah, sure. Like I’ve got time for that stuff.” Truth be told,
probably nobody would say that there was time to do those things on a regular basis. But, if those
things were priorities, there would be time. If those things were AT LEAST as important as soccer
practice, music lessons, or everything else that competes for family time, we’d see major changes in
our family life. I’ve said it before and I’m repeating it now: Until we, as parents, begin to see our
childrens’ spiritual growth as our number one priority (yes, even more than academic growth), we’ll
continue to see children grow up and walk away from their faith. It’s a reasonable thing for them to
do. If they see that it’s not very important to us, it won’t be very important to them. We show them
what is important by what we do. It’s as clear as that.
Parents, it won’t accomplish much to call a family meeting and dictate these things. It won’t
accomplish much to do these things a few times. Get your family together and discuss what is
important to all of you. Who are you as a family? Set priorities that reflect what is important to your
family and where you see God moving in your family.
To paraphrase Jesus, “What does it profit your child if he/she gains scholarship after scholarship,
or has a job, or is the best player on the team, but he/she cares little about following Christ?” Think
about it; pray about it; discuss it with your family.
In Jesus,
Mike

NOTES FROM REV. RONNIE . .
HAPPY NEW YEAR

Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church
It’s hard to believe that we are about to embark upon 140 years of ministry as we
celebrate its anniversary at the end of this month.

HAPPY NEW YEAR — CHILDREN’S CHOIRS
The Children’s Choir’s will get back into the swing of things on Wednesday evening, September
9, 2009. We welcome all children from the age of 3 (must be 3 by October 15th) through the
sixth grade. (NOTE: We are in need of someone that loves children and has some knowledge of
music to help with a younger children’s choir….see me.)
The children will have a wonderful year with help from all the caregivers of each child.
Whether you are the parent, grandparent, or guardian of a child, you are very important to them,
the church, the community and to the Lord for whom we all serve. In advance, we as the
children’s music ministry staff, thank you for allowing us to prepare your precious child to learn
the basic aspects of worship through singing, praying, and participating. We are looking at some
new ideas which will enhance, motivate, and energize each child personally, musically and
spiritually.
Our Christmas music will begin soon.

HAPPY NEW YEAR — SANCTUARY CHOIR
The Sanctuary Choir welcomes any one to join us on Wednesday evenings at 7:15 in the BullockMatthews room. The only requirement is a heart that wants to serve the Lord through the
giving of your talents and gifts of music. We are already preparing for a wonderful homecoming
service with Rev. G.W. McDowell, our Pastor Emeritus, delivering the homecoming service. (I
have the inside scoop and you do not want to miss his sermon.) Please continue to pray for him,
the choir and all of the ministerial staff as preparations are being made for this special day in the
life and heritage of our church.
We are also preparing for our Christmas musical with all of the pageantry. (NOTE: now is the
time to get in the Christmas spirit and join us.)

HAPPY NEW YEAR — HANDBELL RINGERS
Michael Wilkins is in need of all ringers and new ringers to keep this part of the music ministry
alive and well. Mike will begin rehearsals soon. So, please look for more information in future
bulletin announcements.

NOTES FROM REV. RONNIE . . (Continued)

HAPPY NEW YEAR—SUNDAY SCHOOL AND DISCIPLESHIP
Sunday school is a major key component to our Christian Education. This is where one can
make the Bible and all its truths come alive. Yes, you can come and explore with children, youth,
and adults the word of God, the Bible. Help our new Sunday School director, Michelle Holt, by
becoming involved in Bible study.
From the study of God’s word, we learn the truths that God has set forth for us and then we
apply these truths to become a disciple or disciples for Christ. In our discipleship ministry, we
will continue to offer special studies that will impact our daily lives. Whether is be on or off the
church campus.
Your support of Heather Webb, our new Discipleship Training Director, will help with the
continuance of changing lives and making us better disciples.

HAPPY NEW YEAR—HIGHER HEIGHTS AND TO ALL SENIOR ADULTS
Our Higher Heights Club is looking for all senior adults to participate in this year’s activities.
There are many opportunities to have fun, fellowship, servant activities, day trips, retreat
settings, and of course, there will be food for the body and food for the soul. Thanks to all the
senior adults for the love, support, prayers and how you have set the example for the children,
youth and young adults. Please check future bulletins and Announcer articles for what’s
happening in the lives of our senior adults.

NOTE FOR LITURGICAL DANCERS
The sanctuary choir, as I indicated, is preparing for the Christmas musical. As part of that program
we will need “Liturgical Dancers”. Any third graders through high school girls interested in
participating, please contact Jan Blakely.

Wednesday, September 9
Midweek Manna begins. Serving will be from 5:00 – 6:00 PM.
If you want to share in this wonderful time of fellowship and good food, please don’t forget to
sign up. You will find sign up sheets in Sunday School classes, the main hallway and on the
greeter’s desk, or you may call the church office at 776-1541. You must sign up by Monday,
September 7. You can also place your name(s) on the permanent list for the year. There is also
a need for volunteers, please sign up to help.
Kid’s Challenge and Wednesday Night Activities begin at 6:00 PM in the Upper Room.

Children’s Corner
by The Children’s Committee

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP
Children’s Worship will meet in the Chapel, following the children’s sermon during the
11:00 am service, on Sunday, September 6th and Sunday, September 20th.
Please check the Preschool/Nursery hallway for updates on these dates. Last minute date
changes are posted each Sunday morning outside the 2 & 3 year old classroom.
We invite all children, ages four years old through the fifth grade, to come and join us
for a kid-sized worship celebration.
——————————————————————————————————————KID’S CHALLENGE
Kid’s Challenge and Wednesday Night Activities will begin on Wednesday, September 9th
at 6:00 p.m. in the Upper Room. It’ll be a fun night with a great new theme! ! !
——————————————————————————————————————————

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL

We invite all children, Kindergarten through the 6th Grade, to join us each Sunday
morning in the Upper Room at 9:45 am. If you aren’t already involved in a Sunday School
class now is the time to start coming!
——————————————————————————————————————
WAYS YOU CAN HELP SUPPORT OUR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Eat at Pizza Inn, get your friends to eat there, and save your receipts! We are collecting
your receipts in the pizza boxes located outside the Bullock-Matthews Room and the old
church office. Receipts will be collected each quarter and 10% of the total receipts will
be returned by Pizza Inn to the Children’s Ministry of JHBC.

140th Anniversary and Homecoming
Sunday, September 27, 2009
Morning Worship Service – 10:30 AM
Fellowship Dinner Immediately Following
Bring your basket of food with a little extra for our guests.
Social Committee will furnish beverages and paperware.

USE YOUR SKILLS AND TALENTS
If you are skilled in creating and maintaining websites, WE NEED YOU! We would like to put
together a website for the JHBC Youth Ministry and Children’s Ministry. You don’t need to be
a computer genius. We just need someone to guide us. Also, our 9:00 AM Celebration
Worship Service needs a computer person who is willing to be a part of our team. Please
contact Mike Clements at the church office if you are interested.

September 1 - Van Holly
Chris Meisel
September 2 - Nancy McDowell
Bruce Moore
September 3 - Emily Moore
September 4 - Kevin Capps
Vicki Huffman
Doug Wilson
September 5 - Doug Johnson
Robert Tilley
September 6 - Sam Wornom
September 8 - Leah Johnson
September 10 - Chandler Solomon
September 11 - Tim Comer
September 12 - Hazel Rivera
September 13 - James Alverson
Janet McKay
September 15 - Belinda McGugan
September 16 - Anthony Davis
September 17 - Gloria Capps
September 18 - Tommie Angel
Edna Thomas
Heather Webb

September 19 - Marie Burge
Victoria Holt
Carol Rouse
Lori Rouse
September 22 - Bill Brooks
Matthew Keye
Devon Smith
September 23 - David Bond
Lauren Brown
Eva Searle
September 24 - Ella Carlson
Jacob Cowfer
September 25 - Brian Baker
James R. Kelly
Brian Kerns
September 26 - Rebecca Meisel
September 27 - Cara Graham
Iain Lappe
September 29 - Debbie Dail
September 30 - Virginia Hunter
Tim Smith

PURE WATER, PURE LOVE
Even on the hottest days we had last month, we knew we could go
to our faucets, in the comfort of our homes and refresh ourselves with
the water that came forth. We didn’t have to give a thought as to
the probability that the water could harm us. . . That it might be dirty
or full of disease causing microorganisms. This is not a luxury everyone
in the world enjoys.
In response to this blessing that we take for granted and in a desire to serve God by
serving others, the Marjorie Spence / Brown Bag Advocacy Group is sponsoring a COMFORT
FOOD SALE to benefit the Pure Water, Pure Love (PWPL) Program.
Since 1997, WMU, SBC has been providing missionaries and the people they serve with
clean drinking water. WMU equips our missionaries with water filters and portable water
purification systems to ensure safe drinking water. They also assist with digging wells and
disaster relief through PWPL.
Join us in making this effort a church-wide ministry event. Let’s come together again
as we did in our COMFORT FOOD SALE following the Tsunami in 2004 when we raised
$4,909.55 for disaster relief. Everyone deserves life giving water. . . Let’s do what we can to
help!
COMFORT FOOD SALE
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10 - 8:00 AM—12 NOON
MCDOWELL HALL
Let’s utilize our talents as cooks and bakers to make comfort foods to sell to our
Sanford neighbors. We’ll need everything from homemade pies and cakes to soups, Brunswick
stew, pickles, jams, fudge, bread, cookies and candy.
We’ll also need folks to work the sale and provide supplies like Ziplock, bags, Glad Wrap
and recycled grocery bags.
Everyone can help! Let us know how! Sign up sheets will be located in all Sunday School
rooms and throughout the church. If you have any questions, ask a “Brown Bag Lady” or call
Cris Elliott at 776-2472.

“I tell you the truth, anyone who gives you a cup of cold water in my name
because you belong to Christ will certainly not lose his reward.”
Mark 9:41

THANKS TO ALL LISTED BELOW
FOR
THEIR GIFTS
Dear Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church,
Thank you for the recognition Sunday, the
breakfast, the message, and the Book of
“Crazy Love”.
I appreciate it and the
thoughts.
Love,
Christopher Jones
———————————————————
To Our Church Friends,
Karen and I would like to thank you so very
much for the sincere outpouring of love and
support the Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church
family of God has shown us over the past few
weeks since the loss of our son, Captain Mark
McDowell USAF. Your prayers, visits, phone
calls and flowers have continued to embrace
us and ease our pain over such a tragic loss.
We are overwhelmed by the heartfelt love
shown toward our family, especially our
parents, and we thank you for past years of
memories and look forward to the future
promised by the grace of God. Familiar faces
bring back fond memories and remind us of
Christian friendships that never end.
In Christ,
Stan and Karen McDowell
John 15:13
———————————————————
Dear JHBC Members,
On behalf of our Highway to Healing volunteers and the many patients we transport to
various medical
facilities, I thank you for your generous donation. Our mission is to provide free quality
transportation or Lee County Cancer Patients
and being non-profit your donation will be
used to defray expenses. Without financial
help such as your donation, we would be unable to continue our ministry. God bless you
for your kindness in remembering us. We are
especially grateful to you for your generous
contribution.
Sincerely,
Richard I. Smith, Treasurer
Highway to Healing

In Honor of Billy and Madge Lane
To the Building Fund
►By Pat Brown
In Memory of Captain Mark R. McDowell
(grandson of Rev. Gilbert & Nancy McDowell)
To the Building Fund
►By an Anonymous Donor
►By Stephen and All Alford
►By Bobbie and Mayna Diggs
►By Geneva Edwards
►By James and Jean Kelly
►By James and Melba Kelly
►By Jeremy and Beyke Kelly
►By Gilbert and Maxine Matthews
►By Odus, Lespie and Michael Smith
►By the T.E.L. Sunday School Class of JHBC
►By Milton and Florence Williams
In Memory of John Junior Weatherly
(father of Freda Lowe)
To the Building Fund
►By Terry and Kim Bowling

CHRISMON CLASS
If you are interested in making
Chrismons for the Sanctuary Christmas Tree,
classes will be taught beginning
Monday, September 14, 2009.
MORNING CLASSES
9:00 AM—12:00 NOON
EVENING CLASSES
6:00 PM—9:00 PM
For additional information, call
Wanda Howard at 774-9661
Betty Johnson at 258-3572
Shelba Watson at 774-3995

From Mission-Minded to Mission-Action
by Wanda Howard, Missions Coordinator – September

C. U. O. C.
Christian United Outreach Center
919-774-8485

Camp Duncan
Aberdeen, N. C.
NC Baptist Camp for Girls

Thrift Store

Construction Teams

2009

Volunteers Needed
Mondays
3:00 – 6:00 pm
Will you answer the challenge?
Only two people are needed
each Monday

Get a team up and go!

Red Springs Needs Your Help!
Our Missions Camp at Red Springs needs you! Lodging and meals (and supplemental
insurance) are only $15 per person per day. This is a great way and place for you to get your
men, women and youth involved in life changing missions at a very affordable price! Contact
NC Baptist Men.
Operation Christmas Child/Samaritan’s Purse Shoe Box Ministry –
Oak Ranch
Bread Basket
Highway to Healing
Meals on Wheels
The Haven
Hospitals & Nursing Homes
Schools
Habitat
Associational Booth, Lee County Fair
“There is a place for you”
And herein is that saying true, One soweth and another reapeth.
John 4:37
Note from Wanda: I have enjoyed serving as Missions Coordinator and wish to thank everyone for your
support during my time in doing so. It is always a joy to see people joining God where He is already at work.
Our work as a church and as a family of believers is never done, therefore, we must always reach out to the
people across the street and around the world to show them the love of Jesus through missions.

Comforts – Past and Present
Our Four Houses of Worship
Furnished by the History Committee
The early members of our church would not believe the changes that have taken place over the years to
make it so comfortable in the present buildings.
The first house of worship (see photo at top) completed in January 1870 was only one room. This was used
until 1889 when a second frame building was finished.
The second building was enlarged in 1908 to 1910 by adding a baptistery and 4 classrooms - two downstairs
and two upstairs. There are those of us even today who still remember as Junior boys and girls going up the
narrow steps to reach the small classrooms.
In 1923, a Sunday School Annex was added to one side of the second building at a cost of $2,000.00 making
total property value $7,000.00. In the annex there were 2 large rooms downstairs. One was for small children
and one for older ladies’ Sunday School Class. This classroom could be opened to add more space in the
sanctuary. Upstairs there were four classrooms used for teenagers and young adults.
All the building was heated by wood stoves in each classroom and 2 stoves in the sanctuary. Someone was
hired to come in to build fires in all the stoves. In later years, coal was used in potbelly stoves in the sanctuary.
By 1944, the Seventy Fifth Anniversary, oil circulators replaced the coal stoves. It was not until the building of
the third house of worship (Chapel) in 1955 that heat pumps were installed.
There was no air conditioning until the education building was built and was dedicated on Sunday, May 5,
1968. What did we do to keep cool on hot days in the summer? Windows were opened wide. If you were not
cool enough or the gnats were bad, you used a hand held fan furnished by some business in town with advertizing
on it.
Until the third house of worship was completed there were no restrooms or running water at the church.
Restrooms had been small two-seater buildings out back of the church.
The first electric power in the church was installed about 1924. The Sandy Creek Association minutes
reports the spending of $330.00 on the power plant of the church. This consisted of lights hanging in the center
of each room.
What a surprise our present sanctuary would be to the charter members! They would be amazed at the size,
the beauty, the comfort of heat and air condition and even cushions on the pews.
A bigger surprise…our newest addition, music rooms, lots of office space, a comfortable conference room
and restrooms.
The biggest surprise…McDowell Hall - a huge beautiful room, colorful windows with Bible scenes. There
are many tables where food is often served that has been brought from home or prepared in the state-of-the-art
kitchen where there are stoves, refrigerators and dishwashers.
Will the next 140 years bring as many changes as the past 140?
God has richly blessed us over the years. May our buildings we now have and all our people be used to the
fullest for the Glory of God.

8
7:30 am Men’s Prayer Mtg.
1 pm Virginia Oliver
7 pm Deacons’ Meeting
7 pm Joyful Noise
7 pm Outreach Committee
7 pm WISH

7
LABOR DAY
Church Office Closed

14
12 noon Marjorie Spence/
Brown Bag with Melba
Kelly

21
7 pm Nell Smith/Mary
Herring
7 pm Pearl Johnson

28
6:30 pm Baptist Men
(McDowell Hall)

6
9 am Communion
11 am Worship
11 am Children’s Worship
No Evening Service or
Activities

13
9 am Celebration Worship
11 am Worship
6 pm Discover Discipleship
7 pm Worship

20
9 am Celebration Worship
11 am Worship
11 am Children’s Worship
5 pm WMU Council
6 pm Discover Discipleship
7 pm Worship

27
JHBC 140th Anniversary
10:30 am Combined
Worship— Rev. McDowell
preaching
12:00 noon Fellowship
Lunch (McDowell Hall)

30
10:30 am Staff (conf room)
Wednesday evening
activities as listed below

23
10:30 am Staff (conf room)
Wednesday evening
activities as listed below

16
10:30 am Staff (conf room)
Wednesday evening
activities as listed below
6:30 pm Bldg. & Grounds

24
Higher Heights—
Northwood Temple Dinner
Theater
6:15 pm Handbell Choir

17
12:30 –2 pm WINGS
6:15 pm Handbell Choir

10
6:15 pm Handbell Choir

3
12:30—2 pm WINGS
6:15 pm Handbell Choir

Thu

25

18

11

4

Fri

26
8-12 noon Comfort Food
Sale (McDowell Hall)

19

12

5

Sat

Please note: Wednesday evening schedule of activities are: 5-6:00 p.m. (Midweek Manna); 6-6:15 p.m. (Kid’s Challenge Rally); 6-7 p.m. (Youth Discipleship Groups, Acteens); 6:15-7:15
p.m. (Midweek Worship, Adult Discipleship Groups); 6:15-7 p.m. (Children’s Choirs); 7-7:45 p.m. (Mission Groups—RA’s, GA’s, Mission Friends); 7-8 p.m. (Wednesday Night Youth
Worship); 7:15-8:45 p.m. (Sanctuary Choir); 7:45—8 p.m. (Kid’s Challenge Celebration)

29
7:30 am Men’s Prayer Mtg.
7 pm Joyful Noise

22
7:30 am Men’s Prayer Mtg.
9 am Breadbasket
6:30 pm Church Council
7 pm Joyful Noise

15
7:30 am Men’s Prayer Mtg.
6:30 pm Personnel
7 pm Joyful Noise

2
10:30 am Staff (conf room)
Youth & Adults Service
Only

1
7:30 am Men’s Prayer Mtg
7 pm Joyful Noise

State Missions
Special Offering
Emphasis Month

9
10:30 am Staff (conf room)
5:00 pm Mid-Week Manna
6 pm Kid’s Challenge
GA Begins
Wednesday evening
activities as listed below

Wed

Mon

Tue

Sun
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RETURN SERVICE REQUEST

ATTENDANCE RECORDS
FOR PREVIOUS MONTH

SEPTEMBER
REMINDERS
GREETERS:
Door 1: Lynwood & Cindy Jones
Door 2: Sheila Stevens
Door 3: Billy Joe Cox
LOCK UP: Jeff Cummings

Sunday, August 2nd
Sunday School — 157 + 4
9 a.m. Worship — 39
11 a.m. Worship — 198
Evening Service— 32

Sunday, August 9th
Sunday School — 180 + 6
9 a.m. Worship — 51
11 a.m. Worship — 217
Evening Worship — 54

Sunday, August 16th
Sunday School — 172 + 8
9 a.m. Worship — 38
11 a.m. Worship — 216
Evening Worship— 23

Sunday, August 23rd
Sunday School — 194 + 6
9 a.m. Worship — 39
11 a.m. Worship — 278
Evening Worship—36

Sunday, August 30th
Sunday School — 196 + 6
9 a.m. Worship — 42
11 a.m. Worship — 236
Evening Worship— 27

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE
Sunday School — 180 + 6
9 a.m. Worship — 42
11 a.m. Worship — 229
Evening Worship—34

