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From the Senior Pastor’s Desk
MT 25:35

‘For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you
gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; … MT 25:37 “Then the
righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty,
and give You something to drink? …MT 25:40 “The King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly
I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least
of them, you did it to Me.’

Happy New Year to you! I hope you had a wonderful holiday season and the
upcoming year will be a great year of blessings for you, and yours, and JHBC!
As we look to the coming year, I want to share something that happened last
November at a ministry retreat that was attended by many of the leaders of various ministries
of the church. The ministry retreat was the culmination of 45 days of prayer and study. So,
we began our time together by sharing what the Spirit had laid on our hearts; what our
dreams and hopes were for the future of His church.
One of the women who attended stated that she hoped we could reach out more into
the community and provide for those in need. She asked if we could change our family night
dinners, on the first Wednesday evening of every month, to feed the hungry that live close to
the church. We listened and others provided feedback and the more we talked the more
excited everyone became.
The idea of feeding the hungry is surely a Biblical principle, as we can see in the
words of Jesus in Matthew 25. Not only is it important to feed the hungry, it is important that
we do it in the name of Jesus, who provides for our physical needs, but also our greatest
need; salvation through His sacrifice at the cross. The needs go hand in hand. As one
missionary said, ‘It’s hard to hear the Good News of Jesus Christ over the growl of an empty
stomach.’ As I have studied our community it surprised and saddened me to learn the great
number of families who have children that go hungry every day.
So, here is what we are proposing. On the 4th of January 2017 we have our regular
time of fellowship at our Family Night Dinner. After dinner, we can talk about how the new
outreach might most effectively be accomplished. How will we get the word out? How can
we best welcome visitors and make them feel at home? How can we build relationships with
our neighbors?
Some of these questions have certainly been talked about to see if the ministry is
feasible. But my hope is that this will truly be OUR church ministry, as all contribute their
ideas and offer their input. Once we have met, we may very well be ready to give it a try on
the 1st of February!
The good news for me is that we will continue to have our time of church fellowship
as we share life with longtime friends. But in addition, we will have new friends and new
relationships…as well as be obedient to the words of Jesus.
I hope to see the vast majority of the church the night of the 4th of January as we
consider this new ministry. Until then, will you pray and ask the Spirit how you might
participate? I am expecting great things in 2017!
GO!
Pastor Cal

Happy New Year! We have arrived at 2017, and 2016 has come to a close, and some
of us may say thankfully. It has been quite a year with many different things going on, but I
am thankful for many things that happened in 2016, including watching the Chicago Cubs
finally go to and win a World Series!!! I took some time to reflect on 2016 and some things
we’ve done, and I wanted to pass along my reflections of the year.
I was able to experience my second international mission trip with our youth as we
went to Chateauguay, Quebec, Canada, to be on mission to a land where only four in every
10,000 people claim to be Christian. We filled boxes of food for people who need it and
learned more about Canadian hospitality and culture, and even a little bit of the French
language.
Our Vacation Bible School was a wonderful experience as we dived into a Deep Sea
Discovery. Seeing our chapel full of children singing and laughing while learning about
Jesus certainly is one of the highlights of the year.
Who would have thought that around 300-400 people would come out on a
Saturday afternoon in November to JHBC? Well, that’s exactly what happened during
Hallelujah Harvest. It is one of our biggest outreach events of the year, and people were
already showing up at least thirty minutes early because they love this event so much
And finally, just a few of weeks ago, it was amazing to see several of our teenagers
on a moment’s notice load up the bus to take hurricane relief supplies to Lumberton, NC. It
was even more amazing that on the way home, they decided to forego giving Christmas
presents to each other this year and instead collect grocery store gift cards to send to the
people there. When I think about these things, I feel very blessed to be a part of this family
of faith at JHBC.
A new year brings about new opportunities and the chance for us to try new things.
We’re in the process of putting together our 2017 youth summer mission trip, and I have
some other projects in the works in which I will share with you soon. I’m looking forward
to a great 2017 with you as we continue to be on mission to both Sanford and the world.
Blessings,
Rich

Family Ministry News
Children’s Ministry News

Youth Ministry News

Sunday Night Activities
Begin on January 15

Wednesday Night Worship
Starts back January 11
6:30-7:30 PM - Youth Center
Upcoming Events

Sundays, 5:00 PM
Bible Drill (grades 4-12)
Sundays, 6:00 PM
Children’s Activites
Wednesday Night Activities
Begin January 11
Children’s Choirs: 6:00–6:45 PM
Mission Groups: 6:45–7:30 PM
There are classes for children of all
ages. The nursery is open for
infants and toddlers.
(No Activities on 1st Wednesday Night)

Carolina Hurricanes
Game
Saturday, January 14
Leaving JHBC at 5:30 PM
Returning around 10:30 PM
Cost: $15.00
Limited to first 15 who sign up and pay
Spot is not secure until money is paid.

Youth
Superb Owl
Party
February 5
6:00 PM

Senior Valentine Lunch
February 12
Admission: Two Cans of Food for CUOC,
12:00 PM
a 2-liter drink and your favorite bag of
chips or sweets.
McDowell Hall
Our SENIOR ADULTS are invited to
join Children and their families for
Ministry Team Meetings for January
a valentine lunch.
The Nursery & Children Committees
will have a delicious selection of
soups and sandwiches for all to
enjoy. We hope to see everyone
there.

Youth Ministry Team
Tuesday, January 10 - 6:30 PM
Nursery Committee
Tuesday, January 24 - 6:15 PM
Children’s Ministry Team
Tuesday, January 24 - 7:00 PM

RONNIE’S LAST
WORDS OF WISDOM
Proverbs 2:5-8
The Finale or the Curtain Call
Musically speaking, at the end of a musical work you have what is called the finale. In the
theatre, at the end of a play, musical, or drama you have what is called the Curtain Call where all come
back on stage for one last bow. On Sunday morning, January 1, 2017, it will my finale as your Minister
of Music and Education. This year marks my 25th year serving in that ministerial role.
Throughout my tenure, I have seen and witnessed many people come to know the Lord,
baptisms, funerals, weddings, births, buildings being built, people that leave the church for whatever
purpose, challenges within the members of the fellowship and the list continues. How could I leave out
the church staff? I have worked along side six (6) Pastors - McDowell, Slack, Meadows, Anderson,
Gaskins and Sayles; six (6) Interim Pastors - Bouldin (twice), Bridges, Jackson, Updyke and Roberts;
seven (7) Youth and Children’s Ministers - Davidson (twice), Westbury, M. Storie, M. K. Storie,
Leonard, Clements, and Wood; three (3) Church Administrators - Bey, Webb, and Sistrunk; and three
(3) Administrative Assistants - Mullins, McCormick, and Roush. The personalities and dynamics of all
the staff have been different and challenging as well as rewarding.
As I reflect back over the past 25 years, I look at all the children, youth, and sanctuary choir
programs (which number over 75 in all), the numerous children and adult vacation Bible schools. In
addition to preparing for over 1,300 worship services which includes directing over 3,900
congregational hymns, over 2,600 call to worships and anthems and wrote over 300 Announcer articles.
And then there was the implementation of a Sunday School Council, Church Training Council, AudioVisual Team, Higher Heights Club reorganized with the election of officers and program coordinators,
Christian Education Council, banner and crown ministry, the making of the Chrismons and the annual
Hanging of the Greens service.
It has been my honor and pleasure to have been able to serve in the ministerial role as your
Associate Pastor of Music and Christian Education. Even though I served in other churches, this is
where the Lord called me to be ordained on November 10, 2002. For that I have been blessed. I have
also had the opportunity to go on two foreign mission trips, both to Wales, where I made many new
friends some of whom still remain among my contacts.
Yes, even in the valleys where it may seem dark, dreary, hopeless, and the fears of uncertainty,
God, in his utmost power has seen me through and has taken me even to the mountaintop. “Be Still and
Know that I Am God”.
Thank you Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church for allowing me to love you, serve you, cry with
you, laugh with you, visit with you in your homes, enjoy meals with you in your home or dining out, to
watch you and the church family play softball, hug you, kiss you, go shopping with you, sing for you,
play the piano for you, lead you, direct you, share life experiences with each other, counsel with you,
pray with and for you, worship along side you, follow you, travel with you, to have shared in your
weddings, to watch your children literally grow from childhood to adulthood, to have sung or played for
their wedding, to share in the birth of your children, to comfort, love and be by your side as your loved
one made his or her journey to heaven, to have been on the receiving side as you have comforted, loved
and prayed for me and my family when I or we were in need. “Praise God from whom all Blessings
flow”.
Some of you and others outside the church fellowship have asked what are my plans for the
future. I’m waiting for the Lord to knock me in the head, open a door, window, or as in Biblical
times… a dream or a vision. I, like the shepherds, would be terribly afraid. Seriously, I have been
approached already by some churches to consider part-time and even full-time work in their music
ministry. I’ve been asked to consider teaching private lessons, possibly consulting or even going back to
teaching on the college level…….. I know that I will take some time to visit and worship in other
churches that I have not had the opportunity to do in over fifty years, as well as, some personal time to
get some things accomplished at home.
Continued

RONNIE’S LAST
WORDS OF WISDOM
(Continued)
Life has been way different since my mom passed. As the old saying goes… It seems like I
can’t get my act together. Well, that is me right now. It was a very difficult time for me during my
hospitalization and even just as much following my stay there. Being extremely sick, and then
having to come back to the Church with part-time hours for a few months was a challenge for me
until I could get my strength and stamina back, as well as, to perform at the level that I needed to
and was accustomed to doing. All of that and then to face circumstances that led to my decision
to retire.
I am sure that I will be busy and, hopefully, will be healthy enough to be active physically,
emotionally, and spiritually. With that all said, I just ask that you continue praying that the Lord
will continue to lead and guide me in all of life’s decisions.
So the curtain call for me will soon occur and by the time you would have read this it
would have already occurred the weekend of December 17 and 18, 2016, as “Christmas in the
Air” will be my last musical production here, anyhow, at Jonesboro Heights.
I hope that I have, as Rev. McDowell so eloquently states, led this church in my music
ministry here to higher heights and deeper depths of God’s love. As all of you are well aware—
music is my passion. My entire family was a part of the church music program while I was
growing up, as well as, my dad sang in quartets, solos, and my mom and sister sang in the adult
choirs, too. It’s what the Lord led me to do throughout my life and hopefully he will continue to
allow me to do so.
My prayer for you, as a church and the Personnel Committee, is that you will pray
fervently that the Lord will lead the right person who will fulfill all the qualities that you seem to
now want. I pray that I haven’t been a hindrance in allowing the Lord to lead this church
musically and educationally where HE wants it to be. Let the Lord lead and you as a church
fellowship follow His will and not the will of man.
So now, it is time to pass the baton to the next person of leadership.
Forever, Singing His Praises and In His Service,

Ronnie
Proverbs 3:5-6
JHBC COLLEGE STUDENT
FOR JANUARY

PAIGE HIGHBERGER
Granddaughter of James & Daphine Tolliver
Paige’s birthday is January 23.
She is attending UNC Greensboro.
Her address is
jphighbe at UNCG Station
Greensboro, NC 27413

BELATED DECEMBER
BIRTHDAY WISHES
TO
SADIE BYRD on December 3
and
ERLINE KELLY on December 7
who celebrated her 90th Birthday
We certainly hope you both
had a wonderful birthday!

IN MEMORY OF SALLIE HARPER
(mother of Kim Bowling)
To the General Fund
> By Curt and Sandy Brown

HONOR AND APPRECIATION OF
REV. RONNIE BYRD
To the Children in the Son Mission
> By Tony and Mickie Rebello

IN MEMORY OF JOHNNY LOWE
(brother of Roy Lowe)
To the General Fund
> By Curt and Sandy Brown

To the Vision 2017 Fund
> By Ann and Steve Alford

IN MEMORY OF ROY L. LOWE
(father of Roy Lowe)
To the General Fund
> By Curt and Sandy Brown

IN HONOR AND APPRECIATION OF
RICHARD SISTRUNK, SR.
To Benevolence Fund
> By Horace and Fran Foil

THANK YOU NOTES
To Our Church Family at JHBC,
“But God has surely listened and has heard
my prayer. Psalm 66:19 (NIV)
George and I want to thank all of you for
praying for me. I am forever indebted to all the
friends and members for all the prayers during
my long illness. I am convinced the prayers is
what saved me!
God indeed heard the prayers and I am
slowly getting better. Recovery is still slow, but
I’m grateful to be back to church.
I look forward to thanking you personally.
Sincerely,
George and Deloris Jenkins
=====================================
Pastor Cal, Ronnie, Richard, Rich & Marva Lee,
Blessing to all our church family. Your
support, prayers, food, cards and kind words
have helped our family with the passing of my
mother, Sallie Harper. Thank you so much.
Kim and Terry Bowling
=====================================
Dear Jonesboro Heights Church Family,
Thank you for all the prayers lifted up for
me. It is a blessing to be a member of Jonesboro
Heights Church family. God has blessed me with
a miracle, and I am getting stronger every day.
Also, thank you for your visits, phone calls and
food.
Thank you again for all your prayers.
Love,
Beverly Coleman
=====================================

BIRTHDAYS
January 2 - Agnes Kelly
January 3 – Dianne Premo
Eli Wood
January 6 – Ronnie Byrd
Ramona Bowling
Ken Smith
Bailey Lawrence
January 8 – David Webb
January 9 – Aaron Smith
January 13 – Walter Roberts
January 14 – Maxine Matthews
January 15 – Perry Brown
January 16 - Claire Gilchrist
January 17 – Richard Wood
January 18 - Alton Laton
Andy Wagner

THANK YOU, LORD

January 19 – Mary Sue Patterson
Abigail Sturm

Thank You, Lord for saving my soul,

January 22 – Jeff Cummings
Katie Lamm

Thank You, Lord for making me whole;
Thank You, Lord, for giving to me
Thy great salvation so rich and free.
“Thank You, Lord” words by Seth Sykes
Music by Seth and Bessie Sykes
© Copyright 1940, renewal 1968 by Singspiration Music.

January 23 – Paige Highberger
January 28 – Lorraine Adkins
January 29 – Eddie Bowling
Jeff Brown

DEACON’S CORNER
Submitted by Jamie Bowen
The fellowship of Deacons met on Monday night,
December 5th. Mary Upchurch led the devotion
about Gods perfect plan for salvation and how all
the prophecies were brought to fruition in the
person of Jesus Christ, and that God is preparing
us all for service. Scripture was read from Isaiah
7:14; Matthew 1:22-23; Matthew 1:18-25; Luke
2:25-38; and John 1:1-14. We all need to pray and
be thankful for our Savior who was sent for us all,
the one and only Emmanuel.
Several new prayer requests were brought before
the Deacon body and were prayed for.
An update was given on the Policies and
Procedures. Everything is currently ready to be
posted for congregational review. It will be
posted on the website at least 2 weeks prior to the
January 8th business meeting or a hard copy can be
requested from the church office.
We were updated on the progress of Vision 2017
as the church is still awaiting additional bids.
With the cold weather arriving, it was a blessing to
hear that the issue with the boilers that provide
heat to the sanctuary had been repaired and both
boilers are operating fully.
Please continue to pray for the fellowship of
Deacons that we serve our church and community
to fulfill Gods will.

Loved Beyond Measure
You are invited to our
Sister Chick
Potluck Luncheon
on
Saturday, January 21, 2017
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
McDowell Fellowship Hall
There will be a $5 craft fee.

CALLING ALL SENIOR ADULTS
Come and be a part of our
HIGHER HEIGHTS GROUP
Wednesday, January 25
at 11:00 AM McDowell Hall
Carolyn Marsh will be
giving her testimony
and
lunch will be served.

APRON AND HAMMERS
WIDOWS MINISTRY
All widowed members and those who plan to participate
in this important ministry of Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church
are invited to breakfast on
Sunday, January 8 at 9:00 AM
in McDowell Hall
Please plan to attend. We will be discussing how this ministry will work and introducing those that will be
Personal Care Ministers or Hammers (workers to come to the home). Please pray for this Ministry and
how you might be a part of God’s work.
James 1:27
Pure and unblemished religion (as it is expressed in outward acts) in the sight of our God and Father is this:
to visit and look after the fatherless and the widows in their distress, and to keep oneself uncontaminated by
the (secular) world.

A NEW YEAR WITH THE LORD
A new year is about to unfold
With new opportunities to explore
Doors will open for new experiences,
New adventures with the Lord
Remember not the former things,
The things of this past year,
The Lord will do new things in us,
Much more than we are aware
For He will make a way for us
As we put our trust in Him
And He will guide our every step
By His presence we have within
What God has placed within our hearts,
We find we’ll be able to do
If we look for the opportunities,
We’ll see the door to go through
We mustn’t let anything hold us back
But rise up and take our place
And be all that God wants us to be
With a fresh touch of His grace
© By M. S. Lowndes

2
Office Closed

1

9
12:00 PM Marjorie Spence/
Brown Bag
6:30 PM Deacons Meeting
(Main Conference Room)

16
10:00 AM Nell Smith/Mary
Herring

23
6:30 PM Baptist Men
(McDowell Hall)

30

8
8:00 AM Widows Ministry
Breakfast (McDowell hall
and Kitchen)
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
5:00 PM Youth Bible Drill
6:00 PM Children Bible
Drill
6:00 PM JHBC Business
Mtg (Bullock-Matthews
Rm)

15
9:00 AM Announcer Articles due to Marva Lee 15th
of the month
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
5:00 PM Youth Bible Drill
6:00 PM Children Bible
Drill
6PM Discipleship/Worship

22
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
5:00 PM Youth Bible Drill
6:00 PM Children Bible
Drill
6 PM Discipleship/
Worship

29
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
5:00 PM Youth Bible Drill
6:00 PM Children Bible
Drill
6 PM Discipleship/
Worship

9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
5:00 PM Youth Bible Drill
6 PM Discipleship/
Worship

Monday

Sunday

7:30 AM Mens Prayer

31

24
7:30 AM Mens Prayer
7:00 PM Children's Ministry Team

17
7:30 AM Mens Prayer
6:15 PM Nursery Committee
7:00 PM Children's Ministry Team

10
7:30 AM Mens Prayer
2:00 PM Virginia Oliver
6:30 PM Youth Ministry
Team
7:00 PM WISH (Library)

3
7:30 AM Mens Prayer

Tuesday

1

25
10:30 AM Staff Meeting
6:00 PM Children's Choirs
6:00 PM Acteens
6:45 PM GAs, RAs, MFs
6:45 PM Youth
7:15 PM Choir Rehearsal

18
10:30 AM Staff Meeting
6:00 PM Children's Choirs
6:15 PM Bible Study and
Prayer Meeting
6:45 PM GAs, RAs, MFs
6:45 PM Youth
7:15 PM Choir Rehearsal

11
10:30 AM Staff Meeting
5:00 PM WMU Council
Meeting (Old Fellowship
hall)
6:00 PM Children's Choirs
6:15 PM Bible Study and
Prayer Meeting
6:45 PM GAs, RAs, MFs
6:45 PM Youth
7:15 PM Choir Rehearsal

4
10:30 AM Staff Meeting
6:15 PM Family Night
Covered Dish Supper
(McDowell hall and Kitchen)
6:45 PM Youth

Wednesday

JANUARY 2016

2

26
10:30 AM Jubilee (Bullock
-Matthews Rm)

19
11:00 AM Jubilee (Bullock
-Matthews Rm)

12

5
2:00 PM Pearl Johnson

Thursday

3

27

20
2:00 PM Prepare McDowell for Sister Chicks

13

6
6:00 PM Retirement/
Birthday for Ronnie
(McDowell Hall, McDowell Kitchen)

Friday

4

28

21
11:00 AM Sister
Chicks Lunch

14

7

Saturday
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RETURN SERVICE REQUEST

ATTENDANCE
Sunday, Nov. 27____
___ Sunday, Dec. 4__
Sunday School - 133 + 7 Sunday School - 130+13
11 AM Worship - 230
11 AM Worship - 212
Hanging of the Greens -73 PM - Lovefeast - 63

GREETERS
Door 1 - Kathy Keye
Door 2 - John and Linda Hall
Door 3 - Charma Mullins
LOCKING & SECURITY
January 1– Joy Scott
January 8 - Richard Sistrunk, Sr.
January 15 - Patrick Snipes
January 22 - Johnny Whiteside
January 29 - Preston Perdue

___Sunday, Dec. 11__
Sunday School - 131 + 5
11 AM Worship - 211
PM-Children’s Christmas Choirs Program - 124
Saturday, Dec 17
7 PM Sanctuary Choir Christmas Musical - 511
_Sunday, Dec. 18__
Sunday School - 150 + 10
11 AM Worship - 228
3 PM Sanctuary Choir Christmas Musical - 595
7 PM Sanctuary Choir Christmas Musical - 416

