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FROM THE PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE . .
There’s a lot going on in the life of our church, and I urge you to read this
edition of the Announcer carefully so you’ll be aware of all that’s taking place.
There’s a lot going on in our state as well.
On Tuesday, May 8, North Carolina will hold its 2012 primary election. Early voting has
already been under way for several weeks now. There will be many local races on the ballot,
and voters will choose their parties’ candidates for the November election as well. As I have
done in the past, I urge you to exercise your right and responsibility to vote in this and every
election. As Christians living as citizens in a nation whose form of government is a
democratic republic, it is imperative that we be involved in the selection of our leaders and
the decisions on issues that are placed directly before the voters. To say that church and state
are separate (as they well should be—it’s best for both!) is not to say that Christians should
not be involved in the political process, nor that their decisions should not be informed by
their faith and the resulting ethics. Just the opposite—a part of being salt and light in the
world is seeking to be a positive influence for what is just and right in our society.
A major issue on this year’s primary ballot is the marriage amendment, which if
adopted will provide a constitutional basis for marriage between one man and one woman
being “the only domestic legal union that shall be valid or recognized in this State.”1 As I
said in a sermon in our 11:00 a.m. worship service on April 22, while as your pastor, it’s not
my job nor would I ever presume to tell you how to vote in any election, however, it is my
responsibility to teach you the Bible and Christian theology, so that you will be better
equipped to make informed decisions about issues—decisions that are informed not just from
a political or public policy standpoint, but are biblically and theologically informed. So let
me remind you of some things I said in that sermon so you can make an informed decision as
you vote on this issue.
From a biblical perspective, there are at least four things we can affirm theologically
about marriage:2
(1) Marriage is ordained and instituted by God, and is his gift to humanity, given
for our welfare and benefit (Genesis 2:18-24; Mark 10:1-9). It is a covenant of
companionship between one man and one woman. Because this gift involves
physical as well as emotional companionship, sex outside the bond and
boundaries of marriage (fornication or adultery) is an abuse of God’s gift and
therefore is sinful (Exodus 20:14; Romans 13:8-14; Hebrews 13:4).
(2) Since it is God’s institution and gift, from a Christian perspective, marriage
must be entered on God’s terms rather than our own.
____________________________
1

Exact language of the amendment; see 2012 North Carolina Voter Guide,
http://ncvoterguide.org/ amendment/index.php.
2
Adapted from the “Biblical and Theological Rationale for a Christian Wedding” section of my
Pastoral Wedding Policy.

FROM THE PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE . . (CONTINUED)
(3) God’s intention and ideal for marriage are for one man and one woman to be committed exclusively
to each other until death parts them (Matthew 19:4-6). The only relationship that is to take precedence
over that of husband and wife is one’s relationship with God. No human being is to come between
husband and wife; there must be fidelity in the fullest sense, emotionally as well as physically.
(4) The relationship between Christ and his church is the model for Christian marriage (Ephesians 5:2133). Husbands and wives must always seek each other’s best interests and always put their spouse
before themselves, living out the Christian ethic of sacrificial love and mutual submission out of
reverence for Christ.
So as you make your decision, reflect on God’s intention and purpose for marriage. Decide prayerfully,
and vote as God leads you.
Grace and peace.
Your servant for Jesus’ sake,
Mark E. Gaskins
Senior Pastor

Deacon’s Corner . .

. Submitted by Mary Upchurch, Secretary to Deacons

Notes from April 2, 2012 Deacons Meeting.
Jesus My Shepherd Hispanic Church has started meeting for services at the Youth Center.
Individuals attending have left the facility in good condition.
Endowment Funds – Discussed earnings specifically on the Scholarship fund. Investment
Committee member has talked with Kel Normann. Consideration is being given to a different
method of calculation of funds for distribution. A scholarship committee has been chosen.
Deacon/Spouse training is planned for May 7, at 6 P.M. at Best Foods in Siler City. Wayne
Oakes (retired from NCBSC) will be the Guest Speaker and speak on “Communication for a
Change”. All were encouraged to attend.
Higher Heights officers appeared before the Deacons at their March 5 meeting and presented
a “Request that Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church purchase a 12-15 passenger bus for the
seniors and all other groups at JHBC to use for various trips and travel, equipped with
handicap/easy access to ascend and descend.” Consideration was given this request and an ad
hoc committee was appointed to check into the feasibility of purchasing a 12-15 passenger
bus (new or used), determining costs, maintenance, etc. At the April meeting the committee
gave a detailed report of costs (new and used) along with projected operational costs. Other
questions were discussed and consideration is continuing.
A Youth Mission Trip Fundraiser was reviewed and Deacons expressed a consensus of
approval.
Announcements:
Sunday Evening, May 6, 2012 – Church Business Meeting.
Tuesday Evening, May 15, 2012 – Next Deacons Meeting will be held.

According to RW...
When I was called to JHBC as Associate Pastor for Family Ministry a little over a year ago, the main
task I was charged with was to put together a comprehensive idea of family ministry which serves as an
umbrella for our ministries to everyone from birth through adulthood. I wanted to take a brief moment
to share where we are at in the process. Our Family Ministry Team has been meeting for several
months now. We have been discussing what “family ministry” is in general and in turn, asking the
question, “What should Family Ministry at JHBC look like?” The result of those conversations is to
have a family ministry which connects and aligns our ministry to preschoolers, children, youth and college together, having milestones to mark significant events in the process, and incorporating every aspect of church life, from education, worship, music, missions, parent education and safety. In short,
we’ve created the architecture to begin building on and working with. Our next step is to set goals for
each of our ministries and reflect on our existing programs to see if they are currently meeting those
goals. Our Family Ministry Team is still filling in the details, but soon, you’ll be hearing more about
the fruits of their labor. Please keep this team in your prayers as they discern what God is doing here at
JHBC.
Some things of note…
Our annual Ministry Fair is coming up on Wednesday, May 2 in McDowell Hall. It will
kick off with our Family Night Supper in May and run through lunch on Children’s Sunday,
May 20.
We are hosting a Transformational Bible Teaching workshop on Thursday, May 3, from
6:30-9:00 PM. Beth and I, along with Phil Stone from the Baptist State Convention and
Cathy Hopkins from Snyder Memorial Baptist Church in Fayetteville will be leading
sessions for leaders of preschool, children, youth and adults. Please make every effort to
attend.
Muffins for Mom is Sunday, May 13. Any mother is welcomed to come by and enjoy
some coffee, juice, muffins and fruit beginning at 9:30 AM in McDowell Hall.
Children’s Sunday is May 20. Our guest preacher for the day is Dr. Lydia Hoyle,
Associate Professor of Church History and Baptist Heritage at Campbell University
Divinity School. Our children will be leading us during the 11:00 AM Worship Service.
Following the worship service on May 20, we will be having a fundraiser spaghetti lunch
for our youth Passport trip. Donations will be accepted and there will be a silent auction
for youth to help out with either babysitting or chores around your home.
Vacation Bible School is June 10-14. Pre-registration begins on May 2 either at the
Ministry Fair or online at www.jhbc.org for both children and volunteers. Anyone who
pre-registers by May 20 will receive an Operation Overboard t-shirt.
As you can see, we have a lot of exciting things going on. Check your bulletin in the next few weeks to
hear about upcoming summer events for children, youth and college students.
Peace,

Richard

Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church

2012 Ministry Fair

Beginning Wednesday, May 2 after the 6:15 PM Family Night Supper
and runs through
Sunday, May 20 after the 11:00 AM Service and Passport Fundraiser Lunch
This will be the time for the church family to sign up for the ministry team
you would like to participate in for the 2012-2013 Church Year.
Generally a person would begin working on the team by September.
The following Ministry Teams will need members:
Building & Grounds Team
12 team members needed (1 year term)
Chair/ vice chair to be nominated by Nominating Committee
Children’s Ministry Team
8 team members needed (1 year term)
Team Leader be nominated by Nominating Committee
Youth Ministry Team
8 team members needed (1 year term)
Team Leader be nominated by Nominating Committee
Outreach & Missions Team
8 -12 team members needed (1 year term)
Team Leader to be Missions and Outreach Director
Social Events and Kitchen Team
12 team members needed (1 year term)
Church Hostess/Host will be the team leader
Lord’s Supper Team
8 team members needed (1 year term)
Team Leader to be Vice Chair of Deacons
Baptism Team
3 team members needed (1 year term)
Coordinator to be nominated
Nursery & Extended Session Leaders
6-10 team members needed (1 year term)
Nursery Committee Chair (Belinda Bond) will be the coordinator
Also, you can sign up for the following ministry opportunities coming up soon…
Vacation Bible School
Sign up to help out or pre-register your child by May 20 to get an Operation Overboard T-Shirt
India Mission Trip (mid-July)
Sign up to be on mission in Mussoorie with the Webbs! Must register by May 15.
COME TO THE MINISTRY FAIR TO LEARN MORE ABOUT EACH TEAM AND
HOW YOU CAN SERVE AS A PART OF THE BODY OF CHRIST

“Children’s Corner” by The Children’s Ministry Team

Children’s Vacation
Bible School
June 10-14 6:00-8:00 PM

Sunday, May 13
All mothers are invited to join us
beginning at 9:30 AM in
McDowell Hall for muffins, juice,
coffee and fruit.

Pre-registration will begin at the Ministry Fair
following the Family Night Supper on
Wednesday, May 2 or you can register online at
www.jhbc.org beginning May 2.
If you would like to sign up to volunteer, please
sign up at the Ministry Fair beginning May 2 or
contact Sharon Johnson at
johnsonhome07@windstream.net

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP
Children’s Worship will meet on Sunday, May 6 only
Extended Session 2 will meet on Sunday, May 27 only
We invite all children, ages four years old through the sixth grade, to come
and join us for a kid-sized worship celebration!

WAYS YOU CAN HELP SUPPORT OUR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY:
Eat at Pizza Inn, get your friends to eat there, and save your receipts! We are collecting your receipts in the
pizza boxes located outside the Bullock-Matthews Room. Receipts will be collected each quarter and 10% of
the total receipts will be returned by Pizza Inn to the Children’s Ministry of JHBC.

FROM REV. RONNIE...

CHILDREN’S CHOIRS SHOWCASE
Of God’s Gifts and Talents
Join the Children’s Choirs on Sunday evening, May 20, 2012 at 6:30 PM in McDowell Hall for
a time of sharing their special God given gifts and talents as they sing musical selections as a
choir, as well as, through several children sharing their special gifts. You do not want to miss
this time of worship and celebration.
Following this time of celebration we would like for you to join us in a time of fellowship. We
ask that you bring your favorite pick-up or finger foods like party sandwiches (quartered); chips
and dip, fruit and/or veggie tray, cheese wafers, and the list could go on to share with the church
fellowship that evening.

TRANSFORMATIONAL BIBLE STUDY –
A BIBLE TEACHING CONFERENCE
May 3 – 6:30 – 9:00 pm
Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church (JHBC), Sanford
Sunday School leaders and teachers of Adults, Students, Children, and Preschoolers will
take away specific methods to help their class members experience the biblical message in ways that will
transform their lives.
Topics include:
1. How People Learn in Ways that Transform
2. Developing an Transformational Philosophy of Teaching
3. Practicing Transformational Teaching Methods
4. Building a Transformational Bible Study
Leaders:
Adults – Phil Stone, State and SCBA Sunday School Director
Students – Richard Wood, NC Sunday School Specialist & Associate Pastor of Family Ministry at JHBC
Children – Beth Cockman-Wood, NC Sunday School Specialist, JHBC
Preschool – Cathy Hopkins, NC Sunday School Specialist, Snyder Memorial Baptist Church
Co-Sponsored by Sandy Creek Association and Sunday School Ministries of the Baptist State Convention.

Register: sandycreekassn@windstream.net

CITY ON A HILL NEWS
Greetings from Mussoorie!
April was a wonderful month full of opportunities to share Christ’s story with
our students. Holy Week started with an all-school chapel service on Palm
Sunday. The service creatively recounted the triumphal entry, the last supper,
the crucifixion, and the resurrection through drama and music. During the service, Heather’s Junior School
Choir joyfully sang “He Comes” as her 1st and 2nd graders processed in waving gigantic palms that were
nearly bigger than the children themselves. As you can imagine, the children were very nervous to participate
in the service as over 500 people were in the congregation that afternoon. Right before the children took their
places, one of the students volunteered to lead the group in prayer. God moved during the child’s prayer. The
Lord soothed the students’ nerves and jitters as the child prayed. Moreover, God used the prayer to focus the
attention of the children on bringing glory to God rather than on performing for the crowd. As the service
unfolded, there was a strong sense of God’s presence enveloping the place as the Good News was shared.
In addition to participating with her students in the chapel service, Heather was able to lead a devotion in the
morning assembly during Holy Week. David was given an opportunity to share the Easter story at Friendship
Club with the younger students. He also discussed essential Christian beliefs with his history classes as they
recently studied the Protestant Reformation. We were also able to provide refreshments for an Easter party
that many poor children in our community attended. The Easter story was shared at this party as the children
enjoyed their snacks. We saw God use these times of sharing to highlight His love, forgiveness, and
miraculous power. May He continue to water the seeds planted during these times of sharing.
May and June will be busy months as we are now in the final quarter of the school year. Spring music
concerts, chapel services, exams, grading, graduation, and an abundance of end of the year celebrations are
close at hand. Pray that we will encourage our students by embodying the presence of Christ during this
action packed time of the year!
We are looking forward to the coming summer months as we will be spending intensive time in language
study. We will also be able to spend a greater time serving in our local community when school is not in
session. Since our arrival last July, we have sought to cultivate strong ministry partnerships with other
organizations and individuals in our area. We would love to have a team come this July to serve alongside us
as we seek to share God’s love in our community. If you are interested in coming to serve alongside of us,
please see one of the church staff for more information or send us an email anytime with your questions.
May God continue to encourage you and grow you as a family of faith. We are so thankful for such a
supportive sending church as God continues to use you as a means for encouraging us as we seek to serve
here.

DON’T FORGET!
Sunday, May 6—Senior Saints Sunday and Covered Dish Lunch
Monday, May 7—Wednesday, May 9 - Adult Retreat at Caswell
Sunday, May 13 - Muffins for Mom and Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 20 - Children’s Sunday

THANKS TO ALL LISTED BELOW FOR THEIR GIFTS
IN MEMORY OF RUTH BAKER
(sister of Dock Batchelor)
To the Building Fund
► By Steve and Ann Alford
► By Maydell Baker
► By Willard and Armelia Garren
► By James and Daphine Tolliver
IN MEMORY OF BENNIE AKINS DANIELS
To the Building Fund
► By Van and Esther Akins
► By Eugene and Gaye Frady
► By Gerald and Brenda George
► By Beverly Daniel Lee
► By John Henry and Katie Rice
► By Dorothy A. Strauss
► By James and Daphine Tolliver
IN MEMORY OF BOBBY DANIELS
To the Building Fund
► By Beverly Daniel Lee

IN MEMORY OF NANCY MCDOWELL
To the Building Fund
► By Dock and Lorena Batchelor
► By Bobby and Linda Blakley
► By Buffalo Presbyterian Church
Congregation
► By Mayna Diggs
► By Geneva Edwards
► By Karen Holt
► By Billy and Madge Lane
► By Louise Cope Pugh
►By Walter and Sylvia Thomas
To the General Fund
► By Barry and Barbara Cashion
To the H & E Thomas Mission Fund
► By Eddie and Carol Bowling
To the Library Fund
► By Mary Ann Eskridge

IN MEMORY OF JAMES GARREN
(brother of Willard Garren)
To the Building Fund
► By the Sowers Sunday School Class

IN HONOR OF WELDON AND PAT BROWN
To the Baptist Children’s Home
► By Dock and Lorena Batchelor

IN MEMORY OF RICHARD GARRISON
To the Building Fund
► By Willard and Armelia Garrison
► By Lespie Smith & Michael Smith

IN HONOR OF REV. GILBERT MCDOWELL
To the Building Fund
► By Mayna Diggs

DID YOU TELL SOMEONE ABOUT JESUS?
Today you walked another mile down the pathway that’s leading you home,
And you met many travelers a long the way, both strangers and friends that you’ve known;
And often you stopped to talk for awhile with those you met on the way,
But, friend, did you mention the name of the Lord to someone you talked with today?
Did you tell someone about Jesus?
Did you mention His Name to a friend?
Did you warn the stranger who’s lost and undone that death is the wages of sin?
Did you show them the plan of salvation?
Did you tell them He’s coming again?
Did you talk about Jesus, or the things of this world?
Did you tell someone about Him?
Words and Music by Johnny Coe

HIGHER HEIGHTS

2012 CALENDAR
Dear Church Family,
Thanks for all the cards, words of concern and
prayers during the last weeks and passing of Dock’s
sister, Ruth Baker. We are thankful to have all of
you as a part of our church family.
In Christian Love,
Dock and Lorena Batchelor
——————————————————————Dear Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church,
Your thoughtfulness is a reflection of God’s love.
Thanks for everything you did as a whole through
the death of my mother and brother.
Beverly Daniel Lee

MAY 7—9
Adult Retreat at Caswell

MAY 10
2:00 PM
Singing at Victorian Manor

MAY 30
10:00 AM
Regular Meeting

———————————————————————
Dear Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church,
Thank you for your expression of sympathy.
Words can’t express how much we appreciate the
women of the church and the meals they put together
for the family. Thank you to Pastor Gaskins also.
Love and God Bless You!
Joyce Daniels
———————————————————————
Dear Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church Family,
Thank you for all the prayers! We are doing OK
and on the mend.
Love,
Fay and Phil Lawrence, Sr.
———————————————————————Dear Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church Family,
We would like to thank our church family for the
wonderful prayers and support during Phil
Lawrence, Sr. cancer treatments and surgery. It
means so much to be surrounded by such love and
thoughtfulness.
Phil, Sonja & Girls

JUNE 14
2:00 PM
Singing at Parkview

JUNE 27
10:00 AM
Last Meeting Before Summer
With Hamburgers & Hotdogs

JULY 12
2:00 PM
Singing at Keller’s Oak Haven
NO MEETING IN JULY OR AUGUST

AUGUST 9
2:00 PM
Singing at Lee County Nursing & Rehab
Shirley Hoskins, Coordinator

SHOEBOX BLESSINGS
Missions and Outreach Team
It felt like Christmas in March with the shoebox
collection for the Kentucky Mission trip. Sandy
Branch Baptist Church invited JHBC and other
churches in the Sandy Creek Association to join
them in preparing shoeboxes for children in
Harlan County Kentucky. Our congregation
stepped up and demonstrated an outpouring of
generosity and support that resulted in a total of
120 shoeboxes. These simple boxes are gifts of
love bringing joy to the lives of children in
severe poverty. A huge thank you to all those
who contributed filled shoeboxes, shoebox
items, funding and time. Special thanks to
Donna Smith and Kathy Waters for their caring
hearts and dedication to this project, Kelly
Desjarlais’s class at Lee Christian School for
their contribution of 12 shoeboxes, and the
children of JHBC who helped pack boxes so
other children will be blessed. We hope to have
the Sandy Branch team share stories from their
Easter week mission trip with us later this
spring.

MAY BIRTHDAYS
May 2 - Lily Grace Phillips
May 3 - Benjamin Wood
May 4 - Stephen Cox
Billy Lane
May 6 - Stephen Graham
May 8 - Gilbert Matthews
Mary Stevens
May 9 - Parker Phillips
Stewart Tyner
May 10 - Natalie Ward
Wilma Winstead
May 12 - Jan Blakley
Stanley Howard
May 15 - Dale Bunch & Don Schweitzer
May 16 - Christian Desjarlais
Sandra Lamm & Meredith Mitchell
May 17 - Denise Bost

Thanks to everyone who participated in

May 18 - Wanda Howard
May 19 - Sonja Lawrence
May 20 - Lespie Smith
May 21 - Mary Cox & Daphine Tolliver

We will have a report on that special day in the
June Announcer.

May 22 - Brantt Malloch
May 24 - Jeffrey Gaskins
Jonathan Gaskins
May 28 - Archie Dalrymple
May 29 - Jacob Cox & Jamie Vance
May 31 - Carol Calcutt

May JHBC Calendar
Is on the JHBC Website
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RETURN SERVICE REQUEST

MAY
REMINDERS
Wednesday, May 2—6:15 PM
Family Night Covered Dish Supper

ATTENDANCE RECORDS
FOR PREVIOUS MONTH

Sunday, April 1st
Sunday School - 147 + 6
8:45 a.m. Worship - 37
11 a.m. Worship - 232
PM–Discipleship - N/A

Sunday, April 8th - Easter
Sunday School - 150 + 12
8:45 a.m. Worship - 27
11 a.m. Worship - 280
PM—No Service

Sunday, March 15th
Sunday School - 143 + 14
8:45 a.m. Worship - 21
11 a.m. Worship - 187
PM—Stan McDowell—75

Sunday, April 22nd
Sunday School - 153 + 10
8:45 a.m. Worship - 34
11 a.m. Worship - 194
PM—Discipleship - 27

2012 Ministry Fair
GREETERS:
Door 1: Kathy Keye
Door 2: Ray & Alice Gilchrist
Door 3: Tara Whiteside
LOCK UP: Preston Perdue

