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FROM THE PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE . .

Seven years—August 1 marks seven years that we have been on this
journey together as pastor and people. In some ways it’s hard to believe it’s
been that long already since our family moved to Sanford to serve with you.
Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church is now my longest pastorate. And of the 34
Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Gilbert W. McDowell ministers who have served as pastor of JHBC, only three have served longer than I
have.
Associate Pastor
Rev. Ronald L. Byrd
Music and Education
ronnie.byrd@jhbc.org
Associate Pastor
Rev. Richard L. Wood
Family Ministry
richard.wood@jhbc.org
Church Administrator
Mr. Richard Sistrunk
richard.sistrunk@jhbc.org
Administrative Assistant
Mrs. Marva Lee Roush
info@jhbc.org
marvalee.roush@jhbc.org
Organist
Mrs. JoAnn Brickhouse
Pianist
Mrs. Kimberly Davidson
Nursery Staff
Mrs. Frances Angel
Mrs. Ann Wester

God has done a lot over these seven years. By his grace and guidance, we have
dealt with some significant challenges and difficulties as a congregation, and
celebrated many victories. We have sought the Holy Spirit’s guidance, and he has
led us in establishing a focus and direction—embodying the presence of Christ to
Sanford and the world. Through God’s direction and empowerment, we have
established Mission Jonesboro to reach out to the community around us and partnered
with the Webbs to launch City on a Hill Ministries to reach out to the other side of
the world in India. And now, through budgeted payments, generous and sacrificial
offerings, memorial gifts, and the generosity of Bill and Toye Norris that has
extended beyond their earthly lives through an estate gift, the debt that was at
$798,000 seven years ago is paid off! For all this and more, I say, Thanks be to God!
During these past seven years, we’ve seen a lot of changes. A number of our
members who were so faithful through the years are with the Lord now. Some are
still here, but due to declining health they’re no longer able to be actively involved,
or have had to cut back on their involvement. Some have moved to other places, and
some have chosen to become involved with other churches. And we’ve had a good
number of families and individuals who have become a part of our fellowship during
this time. Our staff structure has changed, as have most of the persons filling these
roles. The way we do some things has changed. And through it all, God has been
working among us to accomplish his purpose.
We’ve seen a lot of change in our family as well through these years. Our lives
have been touched by grief as we lost JoAnn’s mother and father, my brother, and my
father. Our sons are no longer teenagers, and we have become parents-in-law and
grandparents! In all these changes, you as a congregation have supported us and
ministered to us in marvelous ways. And we are grateful.

FROM THE PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE . . (CONTINUED)
The most recent support you have shown us is through your care and concern for our son
Jonathan and his family as they welcomed their daughter Kayla into the world. Your love
offering for them was very generous. We join them in thanking you for this expression of your
love and support. And it meant more to JoAnn and me than you could ever imagine. Your joy
over our joy has been a blessing as well. You have rejoiced with us when we have rejoiced and wept
with us when we have wept, and we are grateful.

As we begin our eighth year together, we pray that God will continue to move among us and
empower us to embody Christ’s presence to Sanford and the world! May his blessings be on us
as a congregation, and may he accomplish his purpose in and through us that many might come
to know and follow Jesus Christ as Lord!
Grace and peace.
Your servant for Jesus’ sake,
Mark E. Gaskins

GABRIELLE STONE
1123 Winterlocken Drive
Sanford, NC 27330

Gabrielle Stone joined JHBC on Sunday, June 10, 2012, by profession of faith and request for
baptism. Gabrielle is the daughter of Mike and Jennifer Stone. She has one brother, Connor, who
is 6 years old.
Gabrielle is a fifth grader at Tramway Elementary School. She is 9 years old. Her favorite subjects
are Math and Reading. She likes karate, swimming and spending time with her friends. Gabrielle is
involved in the children’s activities at church and is faithful in her attendance. The JHBC family
welcomes you and we celebrate this special occasion with you and your family.

Deacon’s Corner…..

Submitted by Mary Upchurch, Secretary

Notes from July 2, 2012 Deacons Meeting:
The Building and Grounds Team has accepted the responsibility of unlocking and locking the
church doors. Special thanks to this JHBC Team.
The Building and Grounds Subcommittee is researching and studying the current and projected
needs of the church. This process will require some time and appreciation is extended to them.
Benevolence Fund Report was submitted by Richard Sistrunk, Church Administrator.
Balance brought forward
$ 282.02
Gifts received during May and June
3,251.00
10 Persons assisted during May and June
783.15
(Total of 62 persons assisted to date)
Total remaining funds
$2,749.87
Remaining Balance on Building Fund Debt - $8,647.00 --- Thank you for your generosity.
Tentative plans for Annual Deacon/Spouse Banquet – August 18, at 6:30 P.M. – All ordained
deacons will be contacted and given specific details.
The Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church held its Annual Business Meeting on Sunday, July 22, 2012,
following the 11 A.M. Worship Service. The church approved:
1. The 2012-2013 Nominating Committee Report,
2. The 2012-2013 Church Budget – During the Budget Presentation, the Finance Chair
announced that the JHBC Building Debt was presently at $7,000; that the Bill and Toye
Norris Estate had presented a monetary gift to JHBC; and the Deacons had approved using
“a portion of these funds to pay the remainder of the Building Fund Debt by the end of July;
with any funds remaining from the gift to be used for future projects as directed by the
Deacons.”
3. Elected the following members to serve a three-year term as Deacon:
Art Coleman
Johnny Whiteside
Sam Wornom
The Fellowship of Deacons met on Sunday Evening, July 22, at 5:30 P.M. The three newly elected
deacons were welcomed as part of the Deacon Team. Officers for the 2012-2013 Church Year were
elected as follows:
Chair of Deacons
- Mary Upchurch
Vice Chair of Deacons - Sam Wornom
Secretary of Deacons - Art Coleman
“For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you. 16 Verily, verily,
I say unto you, the servant is not greater than his lord: neither he that is sent greater than he
that sent him. 17If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. (John 13:15-17) KJV.

According to RW...
“My children, we should love people not only with words and talk, but my our actions and true caring.”
1 John 3:18 NCV
On a week in July, several of our youth, children and adults gathered together with churches from six states
for Passport and PassportKids to learn more about Life Together. We encountered Christ, embraced community,
extended grace and learned how to be empowered to build community once we arrived back in Sanford so that we
can experience Life Together. On Sunday night, August 5th at 6:00 PM, we invite you to come out to hear more
about our trip, followed by an Ice Cream Social in McDowell Hall.
Each month on the Children’s page of The Announcer, you are reminded about how you can support our
children’s ministry by eating at Pizza Inn. Now, there’s a way you can support our youth.
We recently started a partnership with Sagebrush Steakhouse. If you dine there on
Sundays only, ask the manager for a donation voucher. Fill it out and list JHBC as the
organization you want to donate to, and 10% of your bill will be donated back to the
church to go toward youth missions. So please keep our youth in mind when you dine at Sagebrush on a Sunday
afternoon or evening in the future.
Recently, you’ve seen an announcement in the bulletin about how you can invite someone to join you for
worship by sending a text or posting on Facebook or Twitter asking them to tune into 105.5 FM or going to WFJA’s
live stream on their website. Now, you can direct them to our church website where the link to the live stream will
be there along with the link to WFJA’s new app for iPhone, iPad and iPod Touch. So now there are multiple ways to
listen to our 11:00 AM service each Sunday, which gives us multiple opportunities to invite people to join us for
worship either physically or by radio as we continue to work on bringing the Kingdom of God a little bit closer to
Sanford and the world.
Finally, there’s one major change that we are going to be making concerning our youth ministry. Starting in
August, rising 6th graders have the option to join us for any youth event and our Wednesday Night Worship in the
Youth Center. As it stands right now, they are together with the 7th and 8th graders for Sunday School, but still
participate in the children’s activities on Wednesday night. Our Youth and Family Ministry Teams both felt that this
would bring continuity to this ministry since 6th graders already attend school with 7th and 8th graders. That being
said, we realize the differences in ministering to both 6th and 12th graders, so along with this change, our Youth
Ministry Team has been charged with the task of helping build community among our middle school youth and high
school youth by planning events and studies that will minister to each group separately along with the large group as
a whole. It will be a work in progress, but we hope that this will be a positive step forward for our youth ministry.
Blessings, Rich

&

Back to School
Cook-Out
August 18 - 11:00-4:00 PM
Wornom’s Home @
Buffalo Lake
Meet at church at 10:30 AM
if you need a ride.
Sign up by August 15th

College Study &
Fellowship

Youth Bowling
and Pizza Night

Wednesday
August 22th
Meet at Church @
5:45

Cost: FREE!!!
Sign up by August 19th.

Tuesday Nights 6:30 PM
(until 8/14)
Check Facebook Group
Page for Details

“Children’s Corner” by The Children’s Ministry Team

Children’s Back-to-School Cookout
Saturday August 11
4:00-7:30 PM
Barry and Barbara Cashion’s Home

Sign up by August 8th
Children’s Bowling and Pizza Day
Thursday August 16
10:00 AM – 1:30 PM
Sign up by August 15th
Both events are free, but please sign up on the Family Ministry Bulletin Board
so that we may know how many to prepare for.

Children’s Summer Bible Studies
We are currently going through a series of Bible studies for children called, What We Believe: An exploration
for children into what it means to be a Christian. This is for children who are rising second through sixth
grade. This month, we will meet on August 7 and August 21, 10:30 AM – 1:00 PM. Lunch will be provided.
If your child is interested in attending, please sign up on the Family Ministry Bulletin Board.

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP
Children’s Worship will meet on August 19th.
We invite all children, ages four years old through the sixth grade, to come and join us for a kid-sized
worship celebration! Extended Session 2 will meet on August 12th and 26th.
___________________________________________________________________________________
WAYS YOU CAN HELP SUPPORT OUR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY:
EAT AT PIZZA INN, get your friends to eat there, and save your receipts!
We are collecting your receipts in the pizza box located outside the BullockMatthews Room. Please place your receipts in the box as soon as possible.
Receipts are collected each quarter and 10% of the total receipts will be
returned by Pizza Inn to the Children’s Ministry of JHBC.

FROM REV. RONNIE…

Join us on Sunday, August 29th
at 6:30 PM in the main sanctuary for
Worship in Song
by

Marcus Parker

Marcus has sung on many occasions with our Sanctuary Choir.
A love offering will be taken for his ministry.
CD’s will be available for purchase.
♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫

THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO HELPED MAKE
2012 ADULT VBS A SUCCESS.
LOOK FOR OUR COMPLETE REPORT IN THE SEPTEMBER 2012 ANNOUNCER..

CITY ON A HILL NEWS
It’s monsoon season in Mussoorie. That means it has been one year since
we arrived here to serve. It’s hard to believe that a full year has passed.
However, when we look back on this past year, and reflect on the highs and the
lows of ministry together and talk about Heather’s illness and complete healing,
we stand amazed at God’s provision for us through you, our sending church.
Our Hindi lessons at the local language school concluded near the end of
July. God was with us during this intense four weeks of study and we have both
improved our skills in Hindi significantly. We are now able to speak, read, and
write basic sentences in Hindi. In addition to our Hindi language classes, we have also been attending the weekly
children’s gathering at a Hindi speaking church near our home. Interacting with the children as they sing and
retell Bible stories in Hindi has been a wonderful experience on many levels. By hearing Bible stories and songs
in Hindi we were able to improve our listening skills and vocabulary.
Through our presence and participation with the children at the Hindi speaking church, we sense that God
has used us to support and encourage the children and the leaders in this congregation. We plan to continue
visiting with the children at the Hindi speaking church throughout the school year. In fact, we will be sharing the
precious dolls that JHBC WMU made very soon with these children.
In mid-July, we were able to spend an afternoon shopping with several of the boys from a local children’s
home. Much needed waterproof backpacks, sturdy umbrellas, and several types of shoes were purchased for the
35 boys who live in the home. The pastor who manages the home told us this shopping trip was a tremendous
support for their ministry. Shopping with the boys in the local bazaar was also a wonderful time of fellowship
with the boys and the pastor’s wife. Please pray that God will continue to show us many ways to partner with the
local boys home.
We were also given an opportunity to lead the service at the church we attend in July. Heather preached that
morning and David led the prayers and readings. The central message of the service was that Christ sets us free
from our sins and mistakes while also setting us free to embody his presence in the world. It was clear that God
was present and working during the service that morning.
Recently, God has allowed us to build some good relationships with several local taxi drivers. Interacting
with these men in English and sometimes in Hindi has been a great opportunity. We notice that the taxi drivers are
much more comfortable with us now that we speak a little more Hindi. Our conversations with one of the drivers
have moved past surface level issues and he has started to share some of his burdens and struggles with us. He
also gently corrects our Hindi when needed which is a tremendous help to us. Please pray that we would embody
the presence of Christ to these drivers in the community.
New members of our school staff arrived on July 17th. It was a joy to be “buddies” for two new staff
members. This buddy program helps new staff adjust to life and work on the hillside. We also led a workshop for
the new staff on transition challenges. In addition to sharing tips and suggestions with new staff, we were able to
pray with them at the close of the workshop. Please keep all the new staff and students at our school in your
prayers this month. Adjusting to life on the hillside is not always easy.
Our first day of school is August 1st. It will be great to see all of our students again. August 15th is Indian
Independence Day. This will be a wonderful celebration with several special programs and an abundance of
delicious food. As we begin a new school year this month, pray especially for David, as he will now be teaching
religious education full time.
Grace and Peace,

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
August 2 - Ronnie Rouse

August 20 - Ray Gilchrist

August 3 - Walter Huffman & Katie Rice
August 4 - Jeffrey Batchelor

August 21 - Dane Brett,
JoAnn Brickhouse & Avron Upchurch
August 22 - Willard Garren,
Marie Kidle & Brittany Meisel

August 5 - Michael Wallace
August 6 - Alice Gilchrist

August 24 - Mitchell Dail

August 7 - Dakota Johnson, Brittany Smith,
Gabrielle Stone & Jeimy Vargas

August 25 - Jeff Coe

August 10 - S. V. Johnson & Kathy Keye

August 26 - Marlon Vargas

August 11 - Sharon Johnson,
Lonnie McKay & Jimmy Solomon

August 27 - Ethan Kerns
August 28 - Vernon Joye

August 14 - Teresa Bright

August 29 - Sherry Andrews

August 15 - Berton Twiss,
Billy Walker & Cooper Winstead

August 30 - Alexis Kerecz

August 16 - Vickie Wilkins

August 31 - Donna Smith,
Patrick Thorne & James Tolliver

August 19 - Karen Johnson Lamm

HIGHER HEIGHTS NEWS

AUGUST 24
Higher Heights/Seniors will travel to Fayetteville to Northwood Temple for the
Dinner Theater. Come join us on Friday, August 24th for a good time of
fellowship, good food and lots of laughs. Cost is $20.00. Deadline for payment is
August 12. Please sign up and see more information on the bulletin board outside the Bullock/Matthews room. You may give your payment to Jean Walker or
leave it in the church office. Our reservation is for 30 people.

Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much to everyone for the many
anniversary cards and well wishes that we received
when we recently celebrated our 50th wedding
anniversary.
John and Linda Hall
_________________________________________
Dear JHBC Scholarship Committee,
Thank you very much for awarding me the Wornom Scholarship this year. It goes a long way in
helping pay for my education, and my family and I
are very grateful.
Sincerely,
Brantt Malloch
———————————————————————
Dear JHBC Scholarship Committee,
Thank you for awarding me this scholarship for
the 2012-2013 academic year. It will come in handy
in paying for my tuition, helping me to get the best
education possible. Thank you again!
Ashton Malloch
———————————————————————Dear JHBC Family,
Thank you so much for the Barnes & Noble gift
card you sent! It will be so nice to use it to buy
books that I want to read instead of having to read
books for school! I am so appreciative of your
support!
Love and Thanks!
Katie Vance
———————————————————————Dear Church Family,
To all the women who prepared food for the
luncheon for Mr. Winstead’s funeral. We greatly
appreciate your time and food that was prepared for
our family. Thank you all so much for all you did to
make things wonderful and ease our pain.
Sincerely,
The Winstead Family
———————————————————————
Dear Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church,
On behalf of Meals on Wheels of Sanford
Please accept our thanks for your third quarter
mission donation. Without the support of JHBC and
our other sponsors our clients would surely suffer.
Jean Kane
Corresponding Secretary
Meals on Wheels

Dear Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church,
Please find enclosed a very over due donation, a
gift in appreciation for tornado recovery assistance.
My husband and I were in the process of selling our
house when the tornado ripped through our
neighborhood. Our house was spared but we had
tremendous tree damage and lost and downed trees
on the property. We were not occupying the house
at the time, but our realtor learned about your volunteers and they kindly helped by removing the trees
and debris in our yard. By the time we traveled back
from Delaware, it was all cleared and set to the
street. We were overwhelmed with appreciation. I
don’t know how just he and I could have done it on
our own. Our house finally sold in December . As
we continue to get settled in our new home, we can
not forget the help we received during such a
traumatic time. Your organization is such a
blessing. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.
Sincerely,
Michael & Elizabeth Thomas
Dover, Delaware
———————————————————————
Dear Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church,
Please accept my donation to your building fund
in the memory of Travis Cummings who passed too
quickly on July 15, 2012. My name is Kim Corey
Sykes and I am the niece of John and Linda Hall and
cousin to their daughters Kaye Cummings, Hope
Jones and Lynn LaCarter.
I am blessed to call this wonderful group of folks
“family” and while visiting them in my teen years
(mid-to-late 1970’s), I got to see your beautiful and
impressive church! I attended Central Carolina
Community College in Sanford/vet tech and in one of
my many scrapbooks is the Christmas Program of
December 1982 from JHBC—Hope Hall was in the
Brass Ensemble on the French Horn!
My Aunt Linda told me so many wonderful stories
about Travis, especially how much he loved to
attend your services—he even requested Rev.
McDowell for his funeral service! My Uncle John
suggested the building fund when I asked if I could
send a gift in Travis’ honor. I loved the idea and I
think Travis would like it, too!
Thank you!
Kim Corey Sykes

THANKS TO ALL LISTED
BELOW
FOR THEIR GIFTS

Kayla Kristin Gaskins
was born on
Wednesday, June 27, 2012
Weighed - 9 lbs. 9 oz.
Parents
Jonathan & Whitney Gaskins
Grandparents
Dr. Mark & JoAnn Gaskins
++++++++++++++++++++++
Katherine Celis Tolliver
was born on
Wednesday, July 11, 2012
Weighed - 6 lbs. 10 oz.
Parents
Zane & Karen Tolliver
Grandparents
James & Daphine Tolliver

IN MEMORY OF TRAVIS CUMMINGS
(brother of Jeff Cummings)
To the Building Fund
► By John and Linda Hall,
Hope Hall and Lynn Hall LaCarter
► By Lespie Smith
► By Kim Sykes
IN MEMORY OF RICHARD GARRISON
To the Building Fund
► By Karen Holt
IN MEMORY OF ELIZABETH KEITH
(sister of Lespie Smith)
To the Building Fund
► By Willard and Armelia Garren
IN MEMORY OF D. W. WINSTEAD
To the Building Fund
► By Wilbern and Billie Brown
► By Willard and Armelia Garren
► By Doug and Virginia Johnson
► By James and Melba Kelly
►By Gary and Gladys Kephart
► By Gilbert and Maxine Matthews
► By Lee and Mary Sue Patterson

Dear JHBC Family,
Thank you so much for the generous love offering
and other gifts you sent us. It has all been very
helpful as we have welcomed our daughter Kayla
into the world and into our family. Your care,
concern, and generosity mean more to us than we
can express. Thank you also for your prayers.
Jonathan, Whitney, & Kayla Gaskins

Monday
30

6
6:30 PM Children's
Ministry Team (Old
Fellowship hall)
7:00 PM Deacons Meeting (Main Conference
Room)

13
12:00 PM Marjorie
Spence/Brown Bag
4:15 PM NCAE Mtg
(Main Conference
Room)
6:30 PM Building and
Grounds (Main Conference Room)
20
6:30 PM Nursery Committee
7 PM Pearl Johnson
7:00 PM Nell Smith/
Mary Herring
7:30 PM Youth Ministry Team
27
6:30 PM Baptist Men
(McDowell Hall)

Sunday

29

5
8:45 AM Lord's Supper Early
Worship (Chapel)
11:00 AM Worship &
Lord's Supper
2:00 PM Baby Shower (McDowell
Foyer
6:00 PM Passport Camp Sharing
Service (Bullock-Matthews Rm)

12
8:45 AM Early Worship (Chapel)
11:00 AM AM Worship
(Sanctuary)
6:30 PM Discipleship/Worship

19
Deacon Ordination Sunday
8:45 AM Early Worship (Chapel)
11:00 AM AM Worship
(Sanctuary)
6:30 PM Discipleship/Worship

26
Back to School Sunday
8:45 AM Early Worship (Chapel)
11:00 AM AM Worship
(Sanctuary)
6:30 PM Discipleship/Worship

28
7:30 AM Men's Prayer
meeting
1:15 PM Staff Strategic
Planning (Main Conference Room)
6:30 PM Church Council
(Main Conference
Room)

21
7:30 AM Men's Prayer
meeting
10:30 AM Children's
Summer Bible Study
1:15 PM Staff Strategic
Planning (Main Conference Room)

14
7:30 AM Men's Prayer
meeting
1:00 PM Virginia Oliver
1:15 PM Staff Strategic
Planning (Main Conference Room)
7:00 PM WISH

7
7:30 AM Men's Prayer
meeting
10:30 AM Children's
Summer Bible Study
1:15 PM Staff Strategic
Planning (Main Conference Room)

31

Tuesday

29
10:00 AM Higher
Heights Regular meeting
10:30 AM Staff meeting
(Main Conference
Room)

22
10:30 AM Staff meeting
(Main Conference
Room)
6:00 PM Youth Bowling
and Pizza Night (Pizza
Inn / Kendale Lanes)

15
9:00 AM Announcer
Articles due to Marva
Lee 15th of the month
10:30 AM Staff meeting
(Main Conference
Room)

30
7:30 PM Praise Band
Practice (Chapel)

23
7:30 PM Praise Band
Practice (Chapel)

16
Children's Bowling and
Pizza Day
12:30 PM WINGS
(Main Conference
Room)
7:30 PM Praise Band
Practice (Chapel)

9
2:00 PM Higher Heights
Singing (Lee Co. Nursing & Rehab)
7:30 PM Praise Band
Practice

2
12:30 PM WINGS
7:30 PM Praise Band
Practice (Chapel)

1
10:30 AM
Staff meeting

8
10:30 AM Staff meeting
(Main Conference
Room)

Thursday

Wednesday

31

24

17

10

3

Friday
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25

18
11:00 AM Youth Back
to School Cookout (Sam
and Sandra Wornom's
Home)
6:30 PM Deacon /
Spouse Banquet
(McDowell Hall)

11
4:00 PM Children's
Back to School Cookout
(Barry and Barbara
Cashion's Home)

4

Saturday
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RETURN SERVICE REQUEST

AUGUST
REMINDERS

GREETERS:
Door 1: Tommy Matthews
Door 2: Mitchell & Shelba Watson
LOCK UP: Randy Angel

ATTENDANCE RECORDS
FOR PREVIOUS MONTH
Sunday, July 1st
Sunday School - 153 + 1
8:45 a.m. Worship - 25
11 a.m. Worship - 189
PM–No Service

Sunday, July 8th
Sunday School - 135 + 7
8:45 a.m. Worship - 31
11 a.m. Worship - 184
PM—Singspiration - 60

Sunday, July 15th
Sunday School - 135 + 13
8:45 a.m. Worship - 40
11 a.m. Worship - 180
PM—Discipleship—19

Sunday, July 22nd
Sunday School - 156 + 14
8:45 a.m. Worship - 35
11 a.m. Worship - 208
PM—Adult VBS - 55

