
Sunday School Lesson 3/22/20 

Session 4: Grace & Justice-Romans 3:21-4:3 

Intro: The climax of a story is the highest point of tension or the most dramatic point.  It refers 
to the time in the story when things start to change and the heroes begin to find a resolution to 
the conflict they’ve been engaged in.  The passage we will look at today is the turning point in 
the story Paul has been telling in Romans up to this point.  Paul has laid out how both Jews and 
Gentiles are under God’s just wrath because of their willful rebellion against God.  Today we are 
going to see how God has offered a solution to our sin problem and the separation it causes 
between us and Him.  In today’s passage, we will see how Jesus’ death and resurrection 
demonstrates both God’s justice and His grace towards those who believe.   

Read Romans 3:21-26 

 What had Paul said about people in Romans 3:1-20 that makes the words “But now” in 
v. 21 such good news? 

o He is offering the solution to the problem he’s been telling his readers about since 
Romans 1:18, that both Jew and Gentiles face the same sin problem, and because of 
that are subject to God’s judgment.  Not only that, but in 3:20 he essentially says that 
this problem is not one that can be solved by our own effort.  V. 21 is the turning point 
where Paul can now share the solution God has offered-Jesus.   

 Why is it more important that we recognize that God’s solution to our sin problem came 
“apart from the law”?  

 There is, however, a connection between this solution and the law-what is it?  
o What makes the solution God offers even better is that he has offered it “apart from the 

law.”  IOW, God’s forgiveness can’t be earned-it can only be received.  This is good news 
because if we had to earn God’s forgiveness by following His law, how could we ever be 
certain we had done enough to deserve the forgiveness and acceptance of a holy God? 
Paul also points out that the grace of God in the gospel of Christ was attested to by the 
Law and Prophets, meaning that the OT looked forward to these realities.   

What does it mean to be “Justified”? How has God accomplished this for those who have 
faith in Jesus?  

 To be justified means to be declared right.  Simply put, Paul is saying that God himself has done 
everything necessary to make things right between us and Him.  He has done so by presenting 
Jesus as an atoning sacrifice for our sin, meaning that Jesus has taken on Himself the wrath of 
God that we deserve for our sin.  This is how God can uphold His own perfect Justice while at 
the same time offering us grace.   

Read Romans 3:27-31 

 How does the Gospel keep us from boasting? What did Paul mean by that?  



 Why was it a big deal that Paul said that God the Father was the God of both Jews and 
Gentiles? What does that tell us about Him?  

o Paul points out that salvation is a work of God’s grace, which utterly destroys any 
grounds that we might have to brag about our religious efforts or achievements.  The 
gospel radically displays how everyone is on the same playing field. We all, Jew and 
Gentile alike, desperately need God’s grace and we are all freely offered it in Christ.   

Read Romans 4:1-3 

 What do you know about Abraham? How does his story exclude him from boasting?  

 What did Abraham believe about God? What was the Result?  
o Abraham was a normal person with a sin nature just like ours.  When God came to him 

in Genesis 15 and promised that he would have a son, Abraham believed and God 
counted it to him as righteous.  We know that the seed that was promised was not 
simply Isaac, but the promise looked forward to the one through whom “all the nations 
of the earth” would be blessed (Gen. 12:3; 22:18). Jesus said that in this promise, ‘Your 
father Abraham rejoiced to see my day; he saw it and was glad.” (John 8:56). Abraham 
believed that God would send the Messiah, though he did not know when.  Because of 
this faith, god granted to Abraham His righteousness.  Paul Quoted Genesis 15:6 and 
pointed to Abraham to illustrate that God’s righteousness has always been secured 
through faith.   

Applications: 

1. Why is it good news that God saves us by His grace and not on the basis of our works or 
religious performance? 

2. What are you most tempted to brag about and how should the Gospel keep you 
humble? 

3. What does it look like to live as if the Gospel really is good news for all people?  


