March 1, 2021
Dear Members and Friends of First Presbyterian Church of Marcellus,
It’s Time! With much planning and discussion and approvals, we have been able to establish a re-opening date! We plan
to reopen March 21, 2021, barring any more dramatic problems with the Corona Virus.
Re-opening guidelines are based on the mandated safety guidelines from the State of New York and recommendations
from PCUSA and the Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse. All safety guidelines are listed in the approved Safety plan and
Guidelines. Full details are available for review on the church office bulletin board, or you may request an electronic
copy.
Services will also be live-streamed, available on YouTube, and mailed to those without access to personal attendance or
a computer.
Attendance in our sanctuary is currently limited to 25 pre-registered small family units. Please do not attend if you or a
family member are not feeling well, or if you have been exposed to Covid-19. Masks, social distancing, and adherence
to all safety protocols are required at all times for the consideration and safety of all attendees, staff, and volunteers.
We look forward to having you join our in-person service, but only if you personally feel safe coming to the in-person
service.

Pre-Register for attendance weekly-call 315-673-2201 by 11am Thursday, leave your name and
number, and the names of people attending with you. If you do not pre-register, we cannot guarantee a
seat will be available due to the safety limitations.
Entry screening questions are updated to match the current CDC questions being used, and are as
follows.
*** Have you, or anyone you have had close contact with, tested positive for the coronavirus in the past 14
days?
*** Are you currently experiencing any of the following symptoms?
Chills or Fever of 100.4 or greater
New loss of taste or smell
New or worsening:
Cough
Shortness of Breath
Troubled Breathing
Muscle Pain
Headache
Sore Throat
IF YOU ANSWERED “YES” TO ANY OF THESE QUESTIONS, YOU WILL NOT BE PERMITTED TO ATTEND THE
SERVICE.
Please remember we will be speaking softly, not singing, and will wear our masks at all times as part of
the safety plan. All other standard safety measures mentioned previously will be in effect-and by now, we
all know them quite well!
If you are unable or do not wish to attend, please remember that the service will also be livestreamed on
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/MarcellusPresbyterian/ (you do not need to be a Facebook
member, and the livestream should show up on our Facebook page as soon as it starts), and available
later in our YouTube series.

REOPENING GUIDELINES FOR FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ATTENDEES
March 21, 2021
What you need to know before attending service:
1. Members and Visitors wishing to attend church will pre-register for the church service by calling 315673-2201. The deadline to call is Thursday at 11 am. When calling, leave name and phone number, and
the names of the people in your attending group.
2. Those who have not pre-registered will be welcomed if there is available space.
3. All who enter will be screened (see screening questions on page 1), so please allow a few extra minutes
before the service.
4. Entry will ONLY be at the Ramp or North Street glass doors. The Main St. door is for Exit Only.
5. A welcome person at each entrance will help implement the following requirements:
a. properly wear a mask the entire time you are in the building
b. sanitize hands
c. answer screening questions (see page 1)
d. have temp taken to show it is under 100.4 degrees
e. follow social distancing requirements
Any person who cannot fulfill the requirements at entry will need to return home.
6. Doors will be closed once the service starts, and no more entries will be permitted.
7. Once screened, follow one-way arrows to sanctuary while maintaining social distancing.
8. One bathroom will be available for use.
9. The offering plate and bulletins will be on the table entering the sanctuary. There will also be a plate at
the exit.
10. Please sit in designated open pews and limit communication and speak softly.
11. There will be no physical contact or singing.
12. Exiting, with direction of the usher(s), will be through the Main Street (front/Narthex) door, starting
from the rear of the sanctuary.
13. Those who need to exit via the ramp door will remain seated until all others have exited, and then
proceed to the ramp door.
These guidelines will be reviewed regularly for necessary updates.

What to expect when Church reopens on March 21, 2021
Please review the safety procedures that you received in the mail (and included in
this newsletter) so that we may proceed smoothly.
Welcome!
ENTRANCE: Remember-the North ST or Ramp doors
are the ONLY entry points. The Narthex door is EXIT
only.
The welcome person of the day will meet you at the to
start your journey.

While socially distancing,
please promptly proceed
towards the Gathering
Space, and then into the
Sanctuary.

When you enter the Sanctuary, please choose an open pew,
and be socially distant from any person not in your pod. To
prevent spread of potential germs, speak softly and move
promptly. Pews have been closed off to help with distancing.
Note that all congregants are to wear masks at all times.
Pastor Brian will remove his mask to speak, but he will be
protecting everyone by speaking from behind a clear shield.
At the end of the service, please wait for the usher(s)s to
direct you out the Narthex (Main St.) door. Those using the
ramp are asked to wait until others exit the pews so that there
is no face-to-face foot traffic.

