
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

  

 

                       Lynchwood Christian Church 

                              (Disciples of Christ) 
 

                         

                        October, 2021 Link Newsletter 

 

 

503-665-9534 

email: 

lynchwoodchurch@

aol.com 

Find and like us on 

Facebook at: 

Lynchwood Christian 

Church 

 

 

Bible Study    

6pm Monday 

evenings. 

 

Love in Stitches  

7pm Mondays. 

 

Social Hour 7pm 

Thursday evenings. 

 

If you would like to 

help out with 

Fellowship, Worship 

Leader or Children’s 

Time, we would love 

to have you! If you 

want to give it a go 

just let the office 

know that you are 

interested. 

 

 

 

Dear Lynchwood Christian Church, 

As I have reflected on my time with Lynchwood, I have been reminded of our mission statement. 

Our mission is that: “We are a community called by Christ, working to do good in the world through 

fellowship, devotion and service.” This also works as an identity claim. It is not just what we do, but 

who we are. I am proud to say that, despite all of the trouble of the last 18 months, this statement 

really does describe what we have been about.  

When I started at Lynchwood, we were six weeks into the pandemic. We focused on spiritual tools for 

resiliency and faithful connection to God and one another. We leaned on the supportive care of our 

elders. We spent far more time on Zoom than any of us wished. We have now reopened our building 

for worship. We are still wearing masks and maintaining distance from each other. Half of our 

attendance is still online. The virus continues to rage, and our hospitals are overwhelmed. Even in such 

turbulent times, we have been faithful in our pursuit to love God with all we have, and to love our 

neighbors as we love ourselves.  

Speaking of loving our neighbors, less than one month into my time with our church, the “Racial 

Reckoning” protests rose up all over the world. Our church participated in several soul-searching 

studies around anti-racism and we formed our Justice & Equity team. Prayerfully, we explored 

partnership possibilities with organizations in our area. We worked with and learned from Oregon’s 

Interfaith Movement for Immigrant Justice. Chief on our hearts has been the conviction that we are 

called by God to live out our love for our neighbors by partnering with them for the betterment of all 

the lives within this little corner of our world.  

The Justice & Equity Team has also started a lengthy process that will eventually present our church 

with the opportunity to vote on becoming “Open and Affirming.” This status would mean that we see 

LGBTQIA+ people as full equals: we are not just “open” to them being with us, but also “affirm” their 

identities without caveat. This process likely has a couple of years ahead of it for exploration, study, and 

dialogue before the ultimate vote. 

I am also excited to see the ongoing formation of a food distribution ministry by one of our 

congregants, Merrie Miller, who has been working with many of us. We have also contributed to 

Leaven Land & Housing Coalition, to help them advocate for change and assist those within insecure 

housing situations—a tremendous problem in our area. 

(cont.) 
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September Birthdays 

5      Jim Wagner 

6      Logan Davis 

6      Michelle Davis 

8      Sarah Nichols 

12    Sally Braich 

16    Jamie Wagner 

16    Stephen Redman-Weigant 

17    Melanie McFarlane 

19    Cindy Mair 

19    Beth Taylor 

21    Raelynn Hobbs 

27    Aedan Gentry 

Rummage Sale 

October 22-23, we are having a rummage 

sale to help fund the Breaking Bread 

Ministry. We could use some volunteers; 

greeters to smile and assist if people need 

help. We also need help with people to keep 

tables neat, and to set up during the week 

prior to sale.  

Email Sharon, Merrie or Jenell if interested. 

September Anniversaries 

5      Matt & Gen Crouch 

10    Allan & Cindy Mair 

14    Darren & Dana Baisden 

18    Giuseppe & Stephanie Amato 

As a church, you created the New Beginnings visioning process. You dreamt of partnering with our 

neighbors through providing an affordable space for the work they seek to do. We are starting to see 

the fruit of such efforts. Discussions are taking place with hopeful partners seeking to utilize our space.  

I know people will surely seek to join us in our mission. Whether few or many, we will make space for 

all who wish to join us as we seek to live out our faith. 

With a grateful and hopeful heart, Pastor Giuseppe Amato 

 

A Message from Pastor Sandy Berry 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

Henry and I send our warmest greetings to Rev. Amato, and to all of 

you. Thank you so much for the invitation to join you to celebrate 

the 60th anniversary of Lynchwood Christian Church. Although we 

are unable to attend (we will be in Colorado with family), we send 

our heartfelt congratulations to a most wonderful church. 

Both Henry and I think of you often and look back with great 

fondness to the time we served alongside you. Your warm welcome 

and kind words made us feel right at home from the first day we 

visited your congregation. Over time, we learned how faithfully you 

demonstrated God’s hospitality and compassion as you reached out 

to so many others with glad and generous hearts. 

We have no doubt that Lynchwood Christian continues to be a 

place of warmth and welcome. We say with the Apostle Paul that 

“we give thanks for you because the grace of God in Jesus Christ 

shines through your every word and action.” We pray that God will 

continue to bless and keep you all. Congratulations on your 60th 

anniversary! 

May the peace of Christ be with you, 

Rev. Sandy Berry 

Interim Pastor – January through July 2019 

 

60th Anniversary Celebration 
 
Our 60th Anniversary celebration took place Sunday Sept. 12.  We 
had 31 people in worship, plus many more watching online.  A big 
thank you goes to Cathy Myers Wirt, our Co-Regional Minister, who 
was our special speaker.  Also, thank you to the Helseth sisters for 
sending a video of their music: the song that they had sung at the 
dedication of the original building and at the dedication of the 
Sanctuary in 1977. Thank you, as well, to Michael and Jan Crouch. 
He updated the 50th anniversary song for the occasion, and they 
sang it during the morning service. 

Many were in attendance at the reception that afternoon.  A huge 
thank you goes to Cindy and Allan Mair for providing music.  It was 
great to see them and visit with them.  It was an informal affair 
with lots of time to visit and to recognize our past and present 
ministers.  Special recognition was given posthumously to Don 
Patton for his 30 years of service and to Cindy Mair for her 20+ 
years; both were our longest serving musicians.  Current staff were 
also recognized, as was Lael Hays for her long-time service as 
Financial Secretary. 

Cake, coffee and punch were enjoyed by all.  Many thanks to Peggy 
and Joe for their many years of faithful service and dedication to 
Lynchwood.  

My thanks to... Kevin Gifford who helped so much with the 
pictures, the certificates, the ministers list and the Charter  
Members list...Pam Knight, Sharon Gifford, for their assistance with 
invitations, etc....Wendy Cook and Karen Weiland for the baskets 
and table decorations. Michael and Janet Crouch, we cannot thank 
you enough for your 60th Anniversary song! Cheryl Hilsenbeck for all 
her help with pictures, fixing things, and the slideshow…those who 
helped set up and clean-up, including Dan Weiland and Tom 
Shore… all of you who attended. 

Thank you, from Sandra 

Sandra 

 

October is Pastoral Appreciation Month! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

   
 

1 2 

3 
Worship 10:45 
World 
Communion 
Sunday 

4 
Bible Study 6pm 
Love in Stitches 
7pm 

5 6 7 
Social Hour 6pm 

8 9 

10 
Worship 10:45 
Worship Comm. 
1:30pm 

11 
Bible Study 6pm 
Love in Stitches 
7pm 
indigenous 
Peoples’ Day 

12 13 

 
14 
Social Hour 6pm 

15 
 

 16 

Rummage Sale 
9-3pm 

17 
Worship 10:45 
Elders’ Meeting 
1:30pm 
 

 

18 
Bible Study 6pm 
Love in Stitches  
7pm 

19 20 
Justice and 
Equity Group 
7pm                            

21 
Social Hour 6pm 

22 
Rummage Sale 
9-3pm 

23 
Rummage Sale 
9-3pm 

24 
Worship 10:45 

31 

All Saints Day 
Worship 10:45 

25 26 27  
Cabinet Meeting 
6:30pm 
 

28 29 30 

October Assisting in the Service 
Date       Worship Leader   Children’s Time    Elder 
3              Dan Weiland Ellie Hill   Pam Knight 
10 Sandra Vincent Alissa Blair  Ed McFarlane 
17 Karen Weiland Brian Gifford  Patricia Smith 
24 Brian Gifford Patricia Smith  Dan Weiland 
31 Dan Weiland Ellie Hill   Sandra Vincent 
 

     SUNDAY      MONDAY         TUESDAY            WEDNESDAY       THURSDAY          FRIDAY             SATURDAY 

SATURDAY   SatSATURDAY 

              October 2021 

October Birthdays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Diaconate 

3 Mikah Neff 

10 Cheryl Hilsenbeck 

17 Alissa Blair 

24 Glenna Patton 

31 Cathy Sears 

*Prepare only, with congregation clean-up. 

** If you are unable to serve, please let 

Michelle Davis or Sharon Gifford know. 

 

Harvest Party 

We don’t have all the details just yet. 

However, there has been a whisper of 

talk about bringing wrapped candy for 

the kids and wearing costumes is 

welcome. Once we have details we will 

be sure to let you know. October 31! 



 

 

                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

                                            

Lynchwood Christian Church 

3815 SE 174th Ave 

Portland, OR 97236 

Email: Lynchwoodchurch@aol.com 

 


