
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

  

 

                       Lynchwood Christian Church 

                              (Disciples of Christ) 
 

                         

          November and December, 2021 Link Newsletter 

 

 

503-665-9534 

email: 

lynchwoodchurch@

aol.com 

Find and like us on 

Facebook at: 

Lynchwood Christian 

Church 

 

 

Bible Study    

6pm Monday 

evenings. 

 

Love in Stitches  

7pm Mondays. 

 

Social Hour 7pm 

Thursday evenings. 

 

If you would like to 

help out with 

Fellowship, Worship 

Leader or Children’s 

Time, we would love 

to have you! If you 

want to give it a go 

just let the office 

know that you are 

interested. 

 

 

Hello Church, 

Here we are, one week into November, and we’re already hearing how Christmas is ruined. Can you 

believe it? Most commonly, I am hearing that it is ruined because of the global supply chain issues 

created by the pandemic. There are plenty of other culprits I’m hearing responsible for what will, surely, 

be a terrible, no-good, thoroughly rotten Christmas as well—all of which have political inference and 

finger-pointing. The majority of articles and reporting I am hearing, though, come back to the supply 

chain issue though. Simply put, we are supposed to be out-of-sorts because the big-ticket gifts that we 

are supposed to be buying are leaner. Without such gifts, how are we possibly going to celebrate 

Christmas? 

Do you remember the story of The Little Drummer Boy? I know it from re-runs of the hokey stop-

motion animated movie. Every Advent, a pastor friend of mine reminds us all how terrible it would be 

to “gift” the newborn Christ child and his surely exhausted mother a drumming number. She’s right, of 

course. The point of the story, though, remains to be striking though: the value of the gifts we bring to 

Christ are not based in dollars, but in tender love.  

Since I was a child, I have heard that there is a “war on Christmas.” Usually this takes the form 

of bombastic “culture war” rhetoric. We, as Christians, ought to be hearing “Merry Christmas” 

everywhere we go, and anyone who dares utter “happy holidays” hates us and our holidays. 

Most of us in our faith community know better than that—we see Christmas as celebrating 

Immanuel, “God with us.” It’s Jesus’ birthday, and we celebrate by sharing signs of love with 

all others. We take Jesus’ teachings seriously. We pray for “peace on earth,” and pursue it—at 

least, for a moment. So we don’t mind loving our neighbors by uttering “happy holidays” to 

our neighbors—and “merry Christmas” to those we know share our celebrations. 

But that doesn’t mean that Christmas isn’t “under attack.” Its just that I don’t believe it’s being 

challenged by neighbors with different views and practices. The problem facing us this 

Christmas is one of revelation: our day of love and gratitude to God has become conflated 

with our ability to acquire goodies. Those of us who care to see it can now face that we, as 

Christians, have allowed this sacred holiday to become co-opted by heavy commercialism.  

So what do we do about this? I think we ought to shift our focuses before Christmas. Our 
ancient predecessors who made the Christian calendar created the season of Advent with 
such an intent. Now, this season is four weeks long. It once was seven weeks, the same 
amount of time as Lent, in which we intentionally prepare for Easter. In Advent, we remember 
that “God among us” is about considerably more than our circumstances and material goods. 
It is not about the stuff we hope to acquire, but of the hope we have of God’s activity in the 
world.                                        (cont. next page) 

         Contact Us 

Upcoming  Events 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

  

  

 

November Assisting in the Service 
Date       Worship Leader   Children’s Time    Elder 
7 Sandra  Vincent Alissa Blair Brian Gifford 
14 Karen Weiland Brian Gifford Janet Crouch 
21 Brian Gifford  Patricia Smith Michael Crouch 
28 Dan Weiland Ellie Hill  Pam Knight 

 

 

 

 

 

November Diaconate 

7 Michelle Davis 

14 Cheryl Shore 

21 Merrie Miller 

28 Karen Weiland 

 

*Prepare only, with 

congregation clean-up. 

** If you are unable to 

serve, please let Michelle 

Davis or Sharon Gifford 

know. 

It is not about the absence of conflict and difficulties we experience, but of the shalom peace (“the world made 

right”) that God desires to establish. It is not about having cause for merriment as it is about cultivating joy 

(contentment) regardless of our circumstances. It is about love—which, yes, can be expressed with gifts. But those 

gifts are devoid of value without the regular relational commitment for the well-being of the recipient. That is the 

difference between winning a trifle from an indifferent entity, and knowing that I am precious in the sight of, say, my 

mother. That is the agape love that God has for us, and that we seek to cultivate for others. 

Some of us grew up with the tradition of oranges in our stockings. For most in the US, this tradition started in the 

Great Depression. Inequity was rampant as the middle class dissolved and the gap between richest and poorest 

reached (at the time) unfathomable levels. Most parents couldn’t afford much in the way of gifts. Instead, they 

poured into creative means of providing for necessities. But for Christmas, they still wanted to provide some sort of 

treat for their children. And so they scrimped and saved for an indulgence their kids could enjoy: an orange. That 

sounds an awful lot like the Drummer Boy, sharing love the best way he knew how. 

However you’re feeling about Christmas this year, I invite you to prayerfully prepare for it. Join us for our Advent 

remembrances which start November 28th. Perhaps pick up a daily Advent Devotional—our friend and fellow Disciple 

Rev. Sandhya Jha just recently published a great one. You can pick up a print copy here: 

https://chalicepress.com/collections/new-releases/products/traveling-with-our-ancestors-advent-devotional Or a 

digital copy for Kindle here: https://www.amazon.com/Traveling-Our-Ancestors-Advent-Devotional-

ebook/dp/B09JS2QQ8G/ Whatever you do, I invite you to cultivate hope, peace, joy, and love this Advent. 

In gratitude, 

Giuseppe 

 

December Assisting in the Service 
Date       Worship Leader   Children’s Time    Elder 
5 Sandra Vincent Alissa Blair Ed McFarlane 
12 Karen Weiland Brian Gifford Patricia Smith 
19 Brian Gifford Patricia Smith Dan Weiland 
26 Dan Weiland Ellie Hill  Sandra Vincent 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December Diaconate 

5 Mikah Neff 

12 Cheryl Shore 

19 Kyra Blair 

26 TBD 

 

*Prepare only, with 

congregation clean-up. 

** If you are unable to 

serve, please let Michelle 

Davis or Sharon Gifford 

know. 

https://chalicepress.com/collections/new-releases/products/traveling-with-our-ancestors-advent-devotional
https://www.amazon.com/Traveling-Our-Ancestors-Advent-Devotional-ebook/dp/B09JS2QQ8G/
https://www.amazon.com/Traveling-Our-Ancestors-Advent-Devotional-ebook/dp/B09JS2QQ8G/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1 
 
 

2 3 4 5 6 

7 
Worship 10:45 
Congregational 
Meeting 
 

8 
Bible Study 6pm 
Love in Stitches 
7pm 

9 
Swag prep 
10am 

10 11 
Veterans Day 
Social Hour 6pm 

12 13 

14 
Worship 10:45 
Worship Comm. 
1:30pm 
Special Offering 

15 
Bible Study 6pm 
Love in Stitches 
7pm 

 

16 17 
Justice and 
Equity Group is 
postponed until 
December 8                           

18 
Social Hour 6pm 

19 20 

21 
Worship 10:45 
Elders’ Meeting 
1:30pm 
Special Offering 

22 
Bible Study 6pm 
Love in Stitches  
7pm 

23 24 
 

25 
Thanksgiving 

       

26 
 

 

27 
Drama 
rehearsal 
10am 

28 
Worship 10:45 
Hanging of the 
Greens 
Advent begins 
 

29 
Bible Study 6pm 
Love in Stitches  
7pm 

30 1 2 3 4 
Drama 
rehearsal  
10am 

     SUNDAY      MONDAY         TUESDAY          WEDNESDAY       THURSDAY           FRIDAY               SATURDAY 

SATURDAY   SatSATURDAY 

              November 2021 

Outreach/SnowCap 
SnowCap is a community service organization that provides 
food and clothing and other services to folks in East County, 
and it has been working for many years to help people in 
need. Lynchwood has been a proud and caring supporter of 
SnowCap through our monthly Outreach donations for a 
long time. During the month of November we are 
highlighting SnowCap. In the spirit of the fun rivalry between 
the Oregon Ducks and Oregon State Beavers, please make 
checks out to Lynchwood, and note in the memo line that it 
is for SnowCap, and also add your preference for 
Ducks/Beavers, or as a platypus (you like both!). Pat Smith is 
doing our Moments for Mission throughout November to 
give us more insight into all that SnowCap offers for our 
community. Thank you for your generosity! The Duck/Beaver 
totals will be announced following their game later this 
month. Someone will win the football game, but we all win 
by helping SnowCap carry out their mission. 

 

We are collecting hats, 

scarves, gloves, mittens and 

socks for donation to 

SnowCap. Place them in the 

basket in the Narthex. 

 



 

                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                

 

  1 2 
 Social Hour 6pm 

3 4 
Drama 
rehearsal 
10am 

5 
Worship 10:45 
 

6 
Bible Study 6pm 
Love in Stitches 
7pm 

7 8 
Justice and 
Equity Group 
7pm                            

9 
Social Hour 6pm 

10 11 
Drama 
rehearsal 
10am 

12 
Worship 10:45 
Worship Comm. 
1:30pm 
Special Offering 

13 
Bible Study 6pm 
Love in Stitches 
7pm 

 

14 15 

 
16 
Social Hour 6pm 

17 18 
Drama 
rehearsal 
10am 

19 
Worship 10:45 
Special Offering 
Christmas 
Program 

 

20 
Bible Study 6pm 
Love in Stitches  
7pm  

21 
 

22 
 

23 
Social Hour 
6pm 

24 
Christmas Eve 
Service 6:30pm 

25 
Christmas 
 
 

26 
Worship 10:45 
 
 

27 
Bible Study 6pm 
Love in Stitches 
7pm 

28 29 30  31 1 
New Years’ 
Day 

Lynchwood Christian Church 

3815 SE 174th Ave 

Portland, OR 97236 

Email: Lynchwoodchurch@aol.com 

     SUNDAY      MONDAY         TUESDAY            WEDNESDAY       THURSDAY          FRIDAY             SATURDAY 

SATURDAY   SatSATURDAY 

             December 2021 


