
     O give thanks to the Lord, call on His name, make known His deeds among the peoples!     

   Sing to Him, sing praises to Him, tell of His wonderful works!  (Psalms 105:1-2) 

 

As I write my last article of the Link, I am filled with mixed emotions. I am joyful. A new set-

tled pastor begins in one week! Hallelujah! I am excited for this church as the future comes 

with an enthusiastic, kind, dedicated and intelligent leader. His name is Giuseppe Amato and I 

have enjoyed chatting with him on the phone. I am a believer that listening to God’s timing is 

essential, and this timing feels right for the church and for Pastor Giuseppe. 

     I am truly blessed! Having been your interim pastor since August, 2019 has been an honor 

and a privilege. I have enjoyed every minute with you. Each and every one of you has impact-

ed my life and I am richer for having been here. In many ways my excitement for you is    

balanced by some feelings of loss and sadness for me. Yet, I know that this is how healthy 

churches are supposed to be as we all walk together the journey God has for us.  Life together 

as Christians is about waves that come and go just as people come and go in our lives, and 

that process raises a multitude of feelings. I will miss you, you will continue in my prayers, 

and I will be expecting to hear wonderful things about this congregation. 

     Let me remind you of something to keep in mind as you begin your journey with Pastor 

Giuseppe. A general belief is that wise people lead with their strength. It is easy as a small 

church to focus on “what is wrong with us.” Avoid the temptation to go down that road. Lead 

with your strength and build on that strength. 

     This church has many strengths. At the top of my list is the way you love and care for each 

other. Lynchwood acts like a family which includes sometimes being cranky with others while 

always being willing to step up, nurture each other and have each others’ backs. Family. Many    

people in the country (in addition to the home sheltering) feel isolated and alone and are   

looking for a welcoming church. The love you have for each other is beyond what a church can 

be taught to do. It comes from your heart and not your head. 

 

     Lynchwood also has an amazing team of leaders who take their roles seriously and do 

them without nudging and supervising. Build on this strength. When you look at future       

possibilities, commit to what the congregation will really do and the projects of which to be 

proud. Stretch and grow but only say “yes” to what will actually get done. 

     Another strength that comes to mind is how you do priorities and giving. Lynchwood’s   

ability to step up and give to ‘community helping resources’ as well as to the local church 

amazes me. Some people in the community have told me that they do not like it when   

churches only talk about money. I believe Lynchwood has a healthy balance. Yes, bills need to 

be paid and that is a constant dilemma for most congregations. However, this church balances 

money issues with willingness to give to the school, the community fund, SnowCap, other non

-profits, etc. Good job.  

 

     Other strengths include the way you love children, the way you love music and drama and 

the way you love to laugh together. (You really are a delightfully funny bunch.)  
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     The general understanding is that after an interim leaves, that pastor and congregational 
members do not contact each other for a year. After that the interim pastor may attend as    
invited by the new settled pastor. While many people do not understand or agree with this   
policy, there are reasons for it and needs to be honored. However, these past two months in 
quarantine are allowing for one exception.  After discussing this with Pastor Giuseppe and  
Regional Minister Cathy Myers Wirt, we have agreed Noel and I will attend church one Sunday 
after things are back to normal so we can hug and say our farewells in person. So behave and 
work hard because you never know when Noel and I may check on you when you least expect 
it. (I have enjoyed laughing with you. Could not resist one last shot.)  
      
     Thank you for this amazing opportunity to know you, to laugh with you, to cry with you, to 
work beside you and walk together to be who God calls us to be. 
 
  
Myrna 

Myrna Phillips is celebrating 40 years of ministry in 
2020. That's definitely worthy of congratulations. She 
has been a constant light and hope for Lynchwood   
serving as our interim pastor, for about 9 months. She 
has made it a point to get to know everyone in the     
congregation,     making calls and meeting with people 
as families and individuals. She has served temporarily 
as our choir   director and pianist, even playing a time or 
two for the church service. She has continued to step in 
and be of service wherever needed. It's not easy to step 
in and not really know at the onset how    people will 
respond.  Starting each Sunday service by saying, "This 
is the day that the Lord has made," with a                  
congregational response of "We will rejoice and be glad 
in it" keeps us constantly reminded and focused as to 
why we meet each Sunday, to praise and honor God 
and Jesus Christ. Her thoughtful messages each 

Sunday and continuing meditations during the           
pandemic, which have included experiences from her 
own life, have been good, both enlightening and thought
-provoking. We will miss her and her husband Noel as 
they move forward in their journeys. 
 
Brian Gifford 

Church family, during this time of not being physically 

able to Worship together, just know that we are praying 

for you and your families daily.  We are staying in touch 

by phone, email, text, and   Facebook.  Feel free to 

reach out to us if you want to talk.  Many Disciples 

churches are streaming their services on Sunday via 

Facebook or through their website. Some are also 

streaming prayer services during the week. If you need 

assistance finding links to these, please contact Sharon 

at sunshine97060@gmail.com. She will get you any     

information that you need.  

 

We do have volunteers that will assist you if you need 

any shopping done. Contact  Pam Knight  or the office 

email at lynchwoodchurch@aol.com and we will get 

you assistance. 

Myrna and I have also changed and grown from your ministry. I have  

enjoyed the Sunday School lessons.  I have never sung in a choir before, so 

that was a new experience for me.       

I will miss the drive with Myrna, the lunches with all of you, and the amazing love you have for 

each other (tough love, that is). We will be excited to hear of the things as they progress with 

the new pastor.  It will be an interesting start in the course of the pandemic. We are fine,    

staying safe, and missing you all.  It is a bummer not to be able to say good-bye (yet) in            

person.  You all are amazing. God be with you till we meet again!  

 Noel 
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