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                                                 March, 2021 Link Newsletter 

 

 

503-665-9534 

email: 

lynchwoodchurch@

aol.com 

Find and like us on 

Facebook at: 

Lynchwood Christian 

Church 

 

 

Bible Study    

6pm Monday 

evenings. 

 

Love in Stitches  

7pm Mondays. 

 

Social Hour 7pm 

Thursday evenings. 

 

If you would like to 

help out with 

Children’s Time, we 

would love to have 

you! If you want to 

give it a go just let 

the office know that 

you are interested. 

 

 

Lent & Easter 
Hello church. We are almost halfway through Lent. Before I get to some of my thoughts on the season, I 
want to share a couple of calendar items with you. First, we will still be having a Maundy Thursday 
service, but this one will still be through Zoom. Instead of a big potluck, we will celebrate the Lord’s 
Supper together, remembering the central stories around the meal we remember Jesus through every 
Sunday. The Maundy Thursday service is April 1st from 6:00 to 7:00pm. 
 
Accordingly, then, Easter will be the following Sunday at our normal service time, 10:45am. I am aware 
that this will be bittersweet for all of us. Sweet because we remember Jesus, the empty tomb, and new 
life. Bitter because it is all these many months later and we still can’t meet. When I arrived here in May of 
2020, I saw a posting that our Easter service of that year was not cancelled, just delayed until we could 
gather again. Oh, how I wish that could have been true. But…I am reminded that Easter happens every 
year, virus or no virus. 100yrs ago, a different virus closed down our churches all over the country. And 
before that, we had many different plagues shut down our communal gatherings over the many centuries 
since Christ. Easter still came each year. That is the whole point of Easter—new life still springs up, 
whether we are in the shadow of sickness and death or not.  

 
I’ve mentioned a few times that this is a season of preparation for Easter. And, historically, that has been 
true. Christians have chosen this time to utilize different spiritual practices to grow spiritually and feel 
closer to God. It is a 40- day time period, following the example of Jesus’ own time of preparation for his 
ministry after he was baptized. In our services, I’ve been happy to keep the focus on growing in our love 
for God, others, and ourselves throughout this season. I have been hesitant to thrust any austere or 
esthetic spiritual practice onto anyone, or to invite you to forsake something you enjoy. I should probably 
explain “why” though. Honestly, it is because all of us have given up so much over the last 12 months, and 
we still haven’t recovered. It seems to me, then, that placing an expectation for extraordinary giving or 
restraining onto anyone else would be cruel and unhelpful.  
 
The Christian life, though, is still filled with expectation. Chief among them, and governing all else in our 
personal habits and conduct, is the expectation to love. So we will keep talking about it. I have found it to 
be helpful for my life as a disciple this season, and hope it is also helpful for yours. This is the path to 
aionios life—what many of our Bibles translate as “eternal” life. Literally, it is “life in the coming age,” as 
well as “abundant life.” I have a hope, then, that through leaning into love in our discipleship, we will 
taste that abundant and abiding life now, regardless of our circumstances. May it be true for us.   
 
“On Being a Good Neighbor” 
This past Sunday, 3/7/21, I continued our “Loving Through Lent” series by focusing on loving our 
neighbors. “Who is my neighbor?” a man once asked Jesus. In response, Jesus told him a story, which we 
refer to today as “The Parable of the Good Samaritan.” As I prepared this sermon and the conversation, I 
hope we can have around this topic, one significant resource I came across was Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
sermon “On Being a Good Neighbor.” While I referenced this in my message this past Sunday, I 
recommended checking out the original. It is absolutely a worthwhile read. Sixty years later, it still packs 
quite a punch, offering both edification and challenge.                                              
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Because of copyright law, we are not allowed to fully replicate that article for you here, but I did find a version that you can read 
legally and free-of-charge at Stanford University’s Martin Luther King, Jr. Research and Education Institute. Click here to read it: 
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/draft-chapter-iii-being-good-neighbor 
 
This is not King’s final version, but rather his third edit—hence why we can see numerous words and phrases crossed out. In that way, 
we not only get a glimpse into King the preacher, theologian, and activist, but also King the wordsmith. While you’re on the institute’s 
page, check out some of his other works. It is always helpful to see what King actually wrote, said, and did instead of just what is 

memorialized through the media and history class.  
 

  Pastor Giuseppe 

Gift-in-Kind 

A friendly reminder to submit your gift in kind form to the church. When 

you make an anonymous donation, gift of your time and/or material 

donations, it helps us to plan our annual budget each year when you send 

in the form.  

 

Prayer Vigil 

April 1, is our prayer vigil from 7pm-12, in half-hour time slots from the 

comfort of your home. E-mail the office at: lynchwoodchurch@aol.com if 

you would like to sign up. 

 

 
March Anniversaries 

14   Bill & Cathy Sears 

19   Ed & Lisa McFarlane 

 

April Anniversary 

  7   Dan & Karen Weiland 

 
 
Action Update – March 8 
International Women’s Day 
Empowering Women Worldwide 
 

On this International Women's Day, Week of 
Compassion celebrates the strength and 
resilience of women worldwide. Your gifts to 
Week of Compassion support development 
programs that empower women through 
education and opportunity. When women 
are empowered to grow crops, go to school, 
learn a trade, become entrepreneurs, and 
work together towards their goals, the whole 
community thrives through their success! 
 
Supporting women’s empowerment is a 
mission priority for Week of Compassion, 
especially now. During the pandemic, many 
of these life-changing programs experienced 
significant setbacks. Investing in women is of 
urgent concern and will help communities 
around the world move forward from the 
challenges of this season.  
 
From Guatemala to East Africa; from Haiti to 
Serbia; from Iraq to South America, and so 
many places in between, the work of 
empowering women is the work of 
compassion, and that work empowers whole 
communities to grow and plan for the 
future.  

 
If you’d like to honor the women in your life 
today, consider making a gift to Week of 
Compassion and designating it to the 
Women’s Empowerment Fund. Now, more 
than ever, your investment in the lives and 
futures of women will have a lasting impact 
and change lives for generations to come. 
We are grateful for your continued support 
in helping women thrive around the world, 
around the year. 
 

 

https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/draft-chapter-iii-being-good-neighbor
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 1 
Bible Study 6pm 
Love in Stitches  
7pm 

2 3 4 
Social Hour 6pm 

5 7 

7 
Worship 10:45 
Baby Shower 
following 
Worship 

8 
Bible Study 6pm 
Love in Stitches  
7pm 

9 10 11 
Social Hour 6pm 

12 13 

14 
Worship 10:45 
Worship Comm. 
1:30pm 
Daylight Savings 
Spring Forward 

 

15 
Bible Study 6pm 
Love in Stitches  
7pm 

16 17             
Justice and 
Equity Group 
7pm                            

18 
Social Hour 6pm 

19 20 

21 
Worship 10:45 
Elders’ Meeting 

 

22 
Bible Study 6pm 
Love in Stitches  
7pm 
 

23 24 
 

25 
Social Hour 6pm 

26 27 

28 
Worship 10:45 
Board Meeting 
1:30pm 

Holy Week 
Palm Sunday 

29 

Bible Study 6pm 
Love in Stitches  
7pm 

30 31 April 1 
Maundy 
Thursday Service 
6-7pm 
Prayer Vigil 

April 2 
Good Friday 

April 3 

                                                              

Lynchwood Christian Church 

3815 SE 174th Ave 

Portland, OR 97236 

Email: Lynchwoodchurch@aol.com 

     SUNDAY      MONDAY         TUESDAY            WEDNESDAY       THURSDAY             FRIDAY           

SATURDAY   SatSATURDAY 

March Assisting in the Service 
Date Worship Leader       Children’s Time Elder 
7 Kevin Gifford     Patricia Smith  Patricia Smith 
14 Brian Gifford     Alissa Blair  Dan Weiland 
21 Pam Knight     Brian Gifford  Brian Gifford 
28 Dan Weiland     Patricia Smith  Sandra Vincent 

 

 


