
Dear church, 
 
There are two very important issues that I am going to be spotlighting for us: the reopening plan for our church, and how to show up 
as the hands and feet of God right now. I will get to the reopening plan, but before I do, I want to give voice to the latter. To do so, I 
am deferring to our General Church Minister and Pastor, Rev. Terri Hord Owens, and Minister of Reconciliation, Rev. April Johnson. 
The Spirit of God is moving, stirring our hearts toward humility, repentance, and action. As you read this article, I hope you find tools 
that will be helpful to you, and that we as a spiritual community can find some next-steps. What good is contriteness of heart if it 
does not result in change? Please, prayerfully discern with me. Consider what God wants and needs from us. God has already led us 
to the vision of partnering with our neighborhood for its good. What a blessing to have our neighbors telling us, and all of society, 
what they need. May we listen, grow, and find ways to join them and God. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
Pastor Giuseppe 
 
‘WE NEED TO BE THE CHURCH WE SAY WE ARE’ 
Posted on June 3, 2020 
  
“I consider the sufferings of this present time not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits 
with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God.” Romans 8:18 – 19. NRSV 
 
Dear beloved Disciples, 
 
We are hurting. 
 
We are haunted and outraged by the anguished cries of George Floyd, the gasp of “I can’t breathe” as a police officer knelt on his 
neck until the breath was completely taken from him. Floyd’s murder, like that of Breonna Taylor and Ahmaud Aubery in recent 
weeks, is just the latest in a long history of violence against Black and Brown people in our country. The protests that are happening 
in big cities and small towns across the nation are an outpouring of grief and anger born of centuries of pain and injustice.  
 
As members of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), we condemn this injustice. We weep not only for George Floyd, but for the 
entire system of oppression that has kept us from seeing each other as beloved children of God. 
 
Racism and the denial of human dignity is counter to the call of Jesus Christ. Racism is a sin that breaks the heart of God. 
 
Disciples, we call ourselves a Pro-Reconciling, Anti-Racist church. We have named it as a mission priority, and we have worked       
hard – though often imperfectly – to live that out in every expression of our ministry. In this moment, when protests rage and our 
hearts are broken again and again, we need to be the church we say we are. 
 
We know that this moment calls for more than statements and prayers. In this moment, God is calling us to act.  
 
We invite you to accept this call to action in one or more of these ways: 
Add your name to this statement affirming your commitment to Pro-Reconciliation and Anti-Racism as a mission priority of our 

church. Click here. 
Educate yourself about the history of systemic racism in this country and the ways racial injustice impacts every bit of our life         
together, from education and health care to jails and courtrooms and financial institutions. There are many good resources for    
learning; we’ve consolidated some of them HERE and will keep this page updated regularly. 
Sign up to participate in the Mass Poor People’s Assembly and Moral March on Washington: A Digital Justice Gathering on June 
20, 2020. This event is part of an effort that seeks to address the interlocking injustices of systemic racism and poverty, and Disciples 
have been key leaders in this movement. 
Join in town hall discussions hosted by Disciples leaders about how the church can do more to help dismantle systems of racism. 
These virtual gatherings will be held later this summer; be sure to sign up for Disciples News Service email updates for more         
information. 

Get to work in your own community or church. Each context is different, so work where you are and with what you have. We want 
to hear from you about what you’re doing. Send a photo, video, or short paragraph describing what you’re doing 
to news@disciples.org, or tag us on social media (Facebook and Instagram: @christianchurchdoc; Twitter: @DisciplesNews) with 
#ccdoc. We’ll share those stories here so we can support and inspire one another in this hard, holy calling. 

 

https://disciples.org/congregations/we-need-to-be-the-church-we-say-we-are/?fbclid=IwAR1SdoRjA8rBsRltoSZApvPKRQB-OPqG3dNyj4gKlu2CR5mLr-22rLfyRD8
https://disciples.org/resources/justice/acts-of-reconciliation/
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/rsvp-for-june-20-2020-mass-poor-peoples-assembly-moral-march-on-washington?source=disciples
https://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/
mailto:news@disciples.org
https://disciples.org/general/disciples-have-a-presence-in-public-forums/


Something is happening right now, Church, and the Spirit of God is moving in it. May we be bold enough to join the work. 

 Yours in Christ, 
Rev. Terri Hord Owens, General Minister and President 
Rev. April Johnson, Minister of Reconciliation 

OUR REOPENING PLAN, AND SPIRIT FRUIT 

Hello church, 

May was a big month. I began ministering with all of you, we resumed services, and we’ve all become more familiar with Zoom. Yes, we 
are socially distanced right now, but the church is still the church. We’re still worshipping, communing, serving, caring, and following 
God throughout our Covid-19 journey. I have been proud of you for the ways you’ve been the church to God and each other. I am also 
glad to be a part of a community that has been taking care of each other for long before I’ve arrived—you’ve not needed me to tell you 
to pick up the phone or send each other emails.  

Now, I want to update you all on the number one concern I have heard raised above all others: the reopening of the church. This last 
week, the Reopening Team met for the first time. We consist of Alissa Blair, Pam Knight (Board Moderator), Dan Weiland (Head Trus-
tee), and myself. We’ve been diligent in our work, reading many pages of regional and national church guidelines as well as documents 
from the CDC, the state of Oregon, Multnomah County, and our insurance provider. We have more meetings to go, but we are off to a 
good start.  

Our foremost concern is the health and safety of our community, our building partners, and our neighbors. We love our church, and 
although we miss our gatherings, they are not worth the risk to any of our beloved community members. We have adapted the ap-
proach being taken by First Christian Church in Nampa, ID, couching our plan in terms of the Fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5) being cultivated 
within us at this time. Please know, this is all subject to change—national, state, and local officials, after all, are still discerning how best 
to proceed in each phase. Additionally, this is a general overview. Our Reopening Team is working on developing more specific precau-
tions for each phase. 

As we begin to come together as church in the building, we have developed a 4-phase plan: 

1. Love – we need love to keep us together.

2. Joy – our first time together in person - potentially

3. Hope - Continuing on the journey, hoping we are going to keep going
4.     Peace – being at peace… The church is totally reopened.
LOVE:  Largely continuing what we are currently doing (Multnomah County Phase 1)  

• Worship and Fellowship via Zoom

• Meetings on Zoom

• Pastor and Office Work Remote
The building is still closed

JOY: Our Next Phase (Multnomah County Phase 2). Everything Stays the same except: 

• Masks worn by ALL entering the building

• Hand sanitizer used upon entering and placed in each pew

• 50 people limit as long as attendees/family units are social distancing (6’ apart)

• No Coffee Hour

• No Children’s Moment up front. (May be recorded and on screen)

• No Singing

• Worship Service will be accessible through Zoom.

• Pre-Packaged communion.
Still no vulnerable people



Assisting in the Service 

June Elders 

7 Pam Knight 

14 Dan Weiland 

21 Patricia Smith 

22 Brian Gifford 

 

June Worship Leaders 

7            Kevin Gifford 

14 Pam Knight 

21 Wendy Cooke 

28 Sandra Vincent 

June Children’s Time 

7 Pat Smith 

14 Brian Gifford 

21 Alissa Blair 

28 Pat Smith 

HOPE: (Multnomah County Phase 3). Everything stays the same except: 

• Public singing possibly ok (Will follow state guidelines) 

• Fellowship time outside 

• Zoom worship continues 

• Meetings return 

• Office open with regular hours 

• Groups and ministries can reconvene 

• Sunday School begins 
Vulnerable people can come again with distancing 
  
PEACE:  Basically, we’re totally reopen! 
 
Thank you all for your patience and immense love so far. We’ll get through this! 
 
Prayerfully, 
 
Pastor Giuseppe 

June Birthdays and Anniversaries 
2 Dana Baisden 
 Peggy DiNucci 
7 Ivy Davis 
 Valerie Wagner 
8 Pat Smith 
11 Cheryl Shore 
 Judy Ward 
12 Sun Dayton 
14 Michael Crouch 
 Ian Neff 
 Lynne Walker 
15 Bev Chappell 
16 Ryan Baisden 
17 Lisa McFarlane 
20 Dick Blashill 
 Phillip Harry 
 Evelyn Sass 
21 Isaac Rodriguez 
24 Sarah Francis 
 Janice Gutendorf 
26 Sandra Vincent 
28 Addy Wilson 
29 Tim Perry 
30 Nathan Rodriguez 

Love in Stitches is currently being held via 

Zoom each Monday evening. If you wish to 

‘check –in’ and visit, contact Jenell Harry.    

She will send you the invitation to join. 

Lynchwood has been very busy even with the building closed. We have called a  settled Pastor and are so excited!  Our     

congregation has been keeping in touch with one another and lending a helping hand when needed. 

In the building: Tom has stripped and polished the tile in the Narthex,  Mark, and Judee have built a lovely panel along the 

lower windows in the Sanctuary . It is beautiful! Kevin  has been working on several projects and also takes care of the 

lawns. Dan has been in and out while working on projects, changing the signboard. Sharon has been both working from 

home and in-office as well as sewing face masks to those requesting them.   

And to all of you: Thank you! Zoom is new to many of us.  You took on the challenge of learning to use it and to worship 

with us.    Blessings to you all. 



Congratulations to our  

graduating Seniors and 

8th grader heading to 

high school! 

Kyra Blair:  

Alice Ott Middle School 

Kyra’s ‘spare’ time is often spent in 

dance class, competitions, horse riding 

and spending time with her family and 

friends. High school will be a new     

challenge for this young lady, albeit she 

will take the challenge with                

excitement. The same excitement with 

which she lives each day. 

Logan Davis:  

Sam Barlow High School 

Logan  is currently on a wait list to 

attend  trade school. While he waits, 

he was planning on working in a local 

cabinet making shop. The shop has   

currently slowed production. Logan 

plans to work construction and      

wallpapering with his dad’s company, 

while logging all jobs and tools he 

uses for when he attends trade 

school. This will show the school that 

he is geared to work in that field.  

This young man has an exciting     

future ahead of him!  

Ethan Blair:  

David Douglas High School 

Ethan will be going to Southern  

Oregon University to study film and 

screenwriting. Ethan, you are going 

to go far! 

Sarah Nichols:  

Centennial High School 

Sarah will be attending Centralia College to play 

soccer and get her general studies done. Then she 

hopes to eventually study hair design or Physical 

Therapy. Sarah is an amazing young women that 

can accomplish anything she sets her mind to! 



3815 SE 174th Ave 

Portland, OR 97236 

Phone: 503.665.9534 

Email: Lynchwoodchurch@aol.com 

 

Sunday    Monday      Tuesday        Wednesday     Thursday Friday  Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 

Pentecost 

Offering 

 

8 

Love in Stitches 

7 PM 

9 10 11 12 13 

14 

 

15 

Love in Stitches 

7 PM 

16 17 18 19 20 

21 

Father’s Day 

22 

Love in Stitches 

7 PM 

23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 

Love in Stitches 

7 PM 

30 July 1 July 2 July 3 July 4 

 

June 2020 


