
 
 

Dear church, 
 
This month, like last month, has had two defining issues: Covid-19 and calls to reform racist systems. I know the news has been 
distressing. I know this time of masks and isolation is frustrating, and down-right depressing. If you are like me, you have had more 
than a few difficult conversations with people you love.  
 
One of those difficult conversations for me has been happening every Wednesday since June 24, and will wrap up in a few more 
weeks. This is when our anti-racist study group meets to reflect on what we’ve studied and engage in “real talk.” I am so humbled 
by the vulnerability, concern, and courage of our group. This is real, sacred work. God is showing up in the most disruptive and 
tender of ways, and I know we’re being shaped for good change in our families, church, neighborhood, and city. Every week, I go 
to bed thanking God for these hard, and good conversations. 
 
I am also hearing the need, both within our group and from others in our church, for more resources. Our denomination’s  
Reconciliation Ministry has quite a few it recommends checking out: https://disciples.org/resources/justice/acts-of-reconciliation/.           
I encourage all of us to consider studying up on anti-racism. This resource list includes readings, podcasts, social media, films, and 
other ways to engage. 
 
This work has profound implications for us as Christians hoping to serve our neighbors in love. Terrell McTyer of our nationwide 
New Church Ministry Team is hosting a webinar next week for churches looking for help in discerning how to actively be  
anti-racist. I am planning on attending this free event, and would love company. The event is next Wednesday at 12pm our time. 
Whether your able to attend or not, if you register, you will be sent a recorded version of the webinar.  
Here’s more info: https://www.facebook.com/events/933235213769636. Next month sometime (but not yet finalized) our region 
will also host an anti-racism and pro-reconciliation training. I’ll keep you posted on that as I get info. 
 
I know that study alone is inadequate. Many of us are compelled to act now. So what do we do? Protests are one way—and 
there’s a wide variety of them being offered all over Portland every day. Many are family-friendly with social distancing. Here’s 
how you can get info on protests, including who’s hosting and what their objectives are: https://www.pdx-blm-events.com/. 
Please choose these events carefully, taking into account your safety needs and values. 

Protesting is not the only way to show up for our neighbors. There are many long-term needs that our neighbors have been  
advocating for, and quite a few organizations that would love for us to join them. Our church has participated with some of them 
in the past, and they are still doing important work. Here’s just a few: 
 
Portland’s NAACP: https://www.facebook.com/PDXNAACP and http://www.pdxnaacp.org/ 

IMIRJ (Interfaith Movement for Immigrant and Refugee Justice): http://imirj.org/   

Equitable Giving Circle: https://www.equitablegivingcircle.org/ 
  -helps BIPOC (Black Indigenous People of Color) families facing food insecurities, and other forms of economic empowerment 

SURJ (Showing Up for Racial Justice): https://www.surjpdx.com/  

Unite Oregon: https://www.uniteoregon.org/multnomah_county 

 
I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again: The Spirit of God is roaring through our nation, our towns, our neighbors, and our hearts. 
May we amplify God’s mighty voice as “agents of reconciliation and healing in a divided and broken world,” as our denomination 
declares. 
 
OUR REOPENING PLAN, UPDATED 
 
June was a productive month for us. Through Zoom, we continued to do services; to socialize in fellowship time, Love & Stitches, 
and on Thursday evening gatherings; had a number of ministry meetings; and started a six-week anti-racism study group. Here in 
early July, we’ve also resumed Bible study. We are physically distanced, but that has not stopped us from being a community  
together.  
I am grateful for all of us, and the many different ways we are supporting one another.  
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We are getting better practiced in living into our love of God and others during these trying times of Covid-19. As the virus is even 
more present with us now than it was when I wrote the last newsletter update, we are going to continue to gain even more  
practice. Our county is still in phase 1, with phase 2 further off than we hoped. 
 
Speaking of phase 2, the Reopening Team and I realized that we needed to amend the initial plan that we presented in the     
newsletter last month. The restriction on vulnerable people (including those 65+) means that we would be creating a very  
modified service that the overwhelming majority of us could not participate in. Therefore, we will be continuing our current  
operations as a congregation throughout our county’s time in phases 1 and 2.  
 
Our building partners, who have very different needs than ours, can start meeting in our building during phase 2. They would still 
need to follow the guidelines we’ve laid out below. Just because they can gather, doesn’t mean that they should or will. 
 
I know that this is hard. I miss worshipping in person, and very much want to meet all of you outside of our screens. We will get 
through this. I pray that we all see each another—every one of us—on the other side of this virus, and that it will be soon. Until 
then, let’s keep cultivating that good fruit the Spirit’s producing in us, especially love, joy, and hope. With that said, here's our       
3-phase plan as it currently stands: Love – we need love to keep us together. Joy – our first time together in person.  
Hope – We’re totally reopen. 

 
LOVE:  Continuing what we are currently doing (Multnomah County Phases 1 & 2) 

• Masks worn by ALL entering the building 

• Hand sanitizer used upon entering and also placed in the office, sanctuary 

• Everyone who enters the building takes their temperature and enters a log for contact tracing 

• Worship and Fellowship via Zoom 

• Meetings on Zoom 

• Pastor and Office Work Remote 
Pre-Packaged communion (for service leaders) The building is still closed to LCC functions, with building partners only potentially 
resuming in phase 2* 
  

*Building Partners (Multnomah County Phase 2). Everything Stays the same except: 
50 people limit inside building as long as attendees/family units are social distancing (6’ apart) 
100 people limit outside as long as attendees/family units are social distancing (6’ apart) 
Much of the building’s use limited to accommodate necessary cleaning 
No sharing food 
No singing 
No vulnerable people    

JOY: (Multnomah County Phase 3). Everything stays the same except: 

• Public singing possibly ok (Will follow state guidelines) 

• Pre-packaged communion for all 

• Fellowship time outside 

• Zoom worship continues 

• Meetings return 

• Office open with regular hours 

• Groups and ministries can reconvene 

• Sunday School begins 
Vulnerable people can come again with distancing 
 
HOPE:  Basically, we’re totally reopen! 
 
Prayerfully, 
 
Pastor Giuseppe 



July 2020 

Sunday    Monday      Tuesday        Wednesday     Thursday Friday  Saturday 

1 

Anti-Racism 

Study Group 

6 PM 

2 

Social Hour 

6 PM 

3 4 

Independence 

Day 

5 6 

Bible Study 

1 PM 

Love in Stitches 

7 PM 

7 8 

Anti-Racism 

Study Group 

6 PM 

9 

Social Hour 

6 PM 

10 11 

12 13 

Bible Study 

4 PM 

Love in Stitches 

7 PM 

14 15 

Anti-Racism 

Webinar 12 PM 

Anti-Racism 

Study Group 

16 

Social Hour 

6 PM 

17 18 

19 20 

Bible Study 

4 PM 

Love in Stitches 

7 PM 

21 Anti-Racism 

Study Group 

6 PM 

23 

Social Hour 

6 PM 

24 25 

26 27 Bible Study 

4 PM 

Love in Stitches 

7 PM 

28 29  

Anti-Racism 

Study Group 6 

PM 

30 

Social Hour 

6 PM 

31 August 1 

Love in Stitches is currently being held via 

Zoom each Monday evening. If you wish to 

‘check –in’ and visit, contact Jenell Harry.    

She will send you the invitation to join. 

Bible Study is Monday afternoon at 4pm. 

Check your email each week for Zoom login 

information. 

July Birthdays 

3 Michelle Nichols 

4 Andrea Gifford 

6 Jay Simons 

12 Giuseppe Amato 

18 Stephanie Amato 

Patrick Harry 

23 Ryan Ernst 

Lael Hays 

25 Kai Crouch 

29 Katrina Hull 

31 Pam Knight 

July Anniversaries 

10 Alex & Jess Kuminski 

30 Mark & Judee Tidwell 

July Assisting in the Service 

July Elders 

5 David McDonald 

12 Sandra Vincent 

19 Mike Crouch 

26 Jan Crouch 

July Worship Leaders 

5 Dan Weiland 

12 Pam Knight 

19 Karen Weiland 

26 Wendy Cooke 

July Children’s Time 

5 Brian Gifford 

12 Alissa Blair 

19 Patricia Smith 

26 Brian Gifford 



Sunday    Monday      Tuesday        Wednesday     Thursday Friday  Saturday 

August 2020 

1 

Social Hour 

6 PM 

2 3 

4 5 

Bible Study 

4 PM 

Love in Stitches 

7 PM 

6 7 8 

Social Hour 

6 PM 

9 10 

11 12 

Bible Study 

4 PM 

Love in Stitches 

13 14 15 

Social Hour 

6 PM 

16 17 

18 19 

Bible Study 

4 PM 

Love in Stitches 

7 PM 

20 21 22 

Social Hour 

6 PM 

23 24 

25 26 

Bible Study 

4 PM 

Love in Stitches 

7 PM 

27 28 29 

Social Hour 

6 PM 

30 31 

August Birthdays 

1 Billy Ray 

2 Bill Sears 

3 Brian Allen 

4 Josiah Hobbs 

Jessica Kuminski 

5 Merrie Miller 

10 Chuck Rhoads 

12 Tyrin Cooke 

16 Elmore Bragg 

17 Teri Gerber 

24 William Patton 

25 Eric Davis 

31 Sara Elizabeth Jane 

August Anniversaries 

7 Eric & Michelle Davis 

11 Norma & Emma Edwards 

18 Elmore & Arlene Bragg 

Todd & Jeri Gentry 

19 Tyrin & Wendy Cooke 

Mike & Janet Crouch 

26 Ken & Jennifer Simons 

Assisting in the Service 

August Elders 

2 Mark Tidwell 

9 Pam Knight 

16 Ed McFarlane 

23 Patricia Smith 

30 Dan Weiland 

August Worship Leaders 

2 Kevin Gifford 

9 Sandra Vincent 

16 Wendy Cooke 

23 Dan Weiland 

30 Karen Weiland 

August Children’s Time 

2 Alissa Blair 

9 Pat Smith 

16 Brian Gifford 

23 Alissa Blair 

30 Patricia Smith 

Anti-racism and pro-reconciliation 

training will be hosted by our  

Region in August. As we gain more  

information on the date and time we 

will pass this on to you.  

Thank you all for your willingness to 

jump in and learn knew things, such 

as Zoom.  The connections that we 

are keeping are such a blessing. 



3815 SE 174th Ave 

Portland, OR 97236 

Phone: 503.665.9534 

Email: Lynchwoodchurch@aol.com 

 

This is the time of year where we are planning the Church  Leaves 

the Building.  Jenell Harry will be in touch with the school district as 

we get closer to Fall for updates on when school will open.  

The uncertainty due to Covid-19 has caused many disruptions , but 

when the time comes that children return to school, Lynchwood will 

be there to help supply the teachers with much needed items for 

their classrooms. 

 

Thank you for your years of support to our community. 

Camp in a Box 

 

Campers will receive a box in the mail the week before  their originally 

scheduled camp. The box will have a water bottle, Bible, exploration ideas 

for the whole family and a variety of craft supplies. 

 

Each evening of the scheduled camp the directors and counselors will be 

offering a 60-90 minute zoom session where we will have time to check in, 

play games, sing songs, pray together and just be together. 
 

Junior Camp ( Graduates of 3rd-6th grades)               August 2-4                      

Middle School Camp ( Graduates of 7th-9th grades)    August 2-5 

High School Camp (Graduates of 10th-12th grades)     July 27-30 

                                                Suggested donation is $35 


