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2020 in the Rear-View Mirror? 
*This reflection was written before the national events of 1/6/21.* 
 
Congratulations: we made it through 2020. Now we can put that hard, hard year behind us, right? I’m 
not going to lie, I woke up on New Year’s Day relieved to see 2021 on my calendar. And yet, I am going 
to be a wrestling with 2020 for a long time. As much as I want to put it behind me, it is as much a part 
of me now as all of the previous years I have experienced. Time becomes a part of us all, even the time 
we do not wish to acknowledge affects us. 
 
How did 2020 affect you? Many have joked that this was the year that the world ended. I have heard, 
and even made, so many jokes about the apocalypse. And, in a sense, that is what we have 
experienced. “Apocalypse” does not actually mean “Judgment Day,” end-times, cataclysm, or anything 
else like that. It actually means “revealing." 2020 was a year of great revelation. It revealed to the 
world that, even amidst growing nationalism, we are irrefutably connected to all humans across the 
globe. For those who cared to see it, the immense value of science, research, and medicine was 
revealed. Our tremendous inequity was also shown—the cry that “black lives matter” rang out across 
the world, uttered by millions. This time, unlike previous years, hundreds of thousands of White 
Americans showed up and participated in Black-led calls for reform at all levels— housing, policing, 
entertainment, church, medical care, education, and so on. Also, the fragility of our financial and 
political institutions was shown. While other countries had monthly checks for thousands of dollars 
delivered to their citizens who were impacted by the virus, our politicians struggled to get two support 
checks out for hundreds of dollars. Many of our favorite businesses had to close down. So many people 
that we love have struggled to support themselves. Meanwhile, most of our nation’s billionaires go into 
2021 wealthier than they were at the start of 2020. What a revelation that is! And through it all, the 
depth of our nation’s political divisions was clearly visible. If we did not see it in 2019, surely we saw in 
2020 that the United States is very divided. 

 
What do you do after an apocalypse? Can you go back to pre-apocalyptic life? I don’t think that we can. 
Not really. Perhaps if we lied to ourselves. Maybe if we told ourselves that we did not really see what 
was revealed to us. I can’t choose that path. It does not move us forward. Just like John, who is 
credited with the book of Revelation, we must wrestle with the apocalypse we have seen. Just like the 
prophets who saw their world destroyed, just like Jeremiah who weeped over fallen Jerusalem, just like 
Jesus who saw the terrible fate that awaited his people after he died, we must accept what we have 
seen and find a way forward. That is where God is leading us—not backwards. We can never go back. 
 
I cannot tell you that 2021 will be a better year than our last one. I want it to be. I hope that it is. But I 
do not know that it will be. What I do know is that 2020 has left a mark on us, has revealed profound 
and troubling truths to us, and now it is our responsibility to learn from what we have seen.  
This last year, we formed our church’s Justice & Equity team. While we are still in very beginning 

stages, our aims are to promote justice and equity within our church, and to partner with our 

neighbors in promoting justice and equity outside of our church. 
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We want to thank you for your partnership with Disciples Church 
Extension Fund (DCEF), including New Church Ministry and Hope 
Partnership Services. 

Your partnership and support, including through your investments, have 
also helped our ministries be there for Disciples in old and new ways. In 
2020, DCEF and New Church Ministry: 

• Delivered 165+ services and consultations 

• Performed 23+ workshops 

• Provided expert coaching for 25 courageous leaders 

• Started the Ask the Advisors blog post series (which has been 

opened 31,250+ times and shared 6,590+ times) 

• Trained 87 new church leaders at the 2020 (virtual) Leadership 

Academy 

• Prepared 21 new coaches for their work with new and 

transforming church leaders 

• Helped 50 congregations apply for $1,000,000 in Paycheck 

Protection Program loans 

• Issued loan-payment deferrals for 250 congregations in light of 

the pandemic 

• Registered 1,309 individuals for New Church Hacks webinars 

(400+ for episode 4 on anti-racism) 

• Assisted 16 churches in 6 states following building disasters 

• And much, much more!  

After all, that’s what DCEF has been doing for nearly 138 years. And 
that’s what the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) has been doing 
for much longer.  

Happy New Year. 

  

  

 

 

Justice and Equity Group 
Join us for the Justice and Equity 
Group! As of right now we are 
working to find new nonprofit 
partners in the community that 
our congregation can support. 
 

We are a great congregation. Do you know that? I hope you do. We have so much love and desire to bless others. Yet we still have 
lots of room to grow in our own personal and congregational efforts. Luckily, it is not work that any one of us must do alone. This is 
one way forward if you would like to participate in it. At this point, we are still discerning community partners and congregational 
steps forward. We ask for your prayers. 

 
That is not the only way forward, though. I invite you to consider what God has revealed to you in 2020. Wrestle with it. Many of us 
choose New Year’s resolutions in this season. I usually cast a wary glance at these—I have often found them to be unhelpful. But 
this year, I have two outside of ministry and justice work. I have come to realize how very important it is for me to connect with 
friends. Likewise, how important it is to also get some time to myself for spiritual grounding and creating. I am grateful to this last 
year for showing me how much I need both of those things to move forward in my life with any sense of wellness and 
sustainability. Have you come to any personal realizations from this last year? Do you have any invitations for this one? Don’t put 

2020 away too quickly—God may have something to teach you through it. 
 
Now, with all of that said, I wonder what 2021 will reveal to us. I am grateful to have the support and company of this church for 
whatever revelation awaits us. 
Pastor Giuseppe 
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     1 2 

3 
Worship 10:45 

4 
Bible Study 6pm 
Love in Stitches  
7pm 

5 6 7 
Social Hour 6pm 

8 9 

10 
Worship 10:45 

11 
Bible Study 6pm 
Love in Stitches  
7pm 

12 13 14 
Social Hour 6pm 

15 16 

17 
Worship 10:45 

18 
Bible Study 6pm 
Love in Stitches  
7pm 

19 20 
Justice and 
Equity Group 
7pm 

21 
Social Hour 6pm 

22 23 

24 
Worship 10:45 
Board Meeting 
1:30pm 

25 
Bible Study 6pm 
Love in Stitches  
7pm 

26 27 28 
Social Hour 6pm 

29 30 

31 
Worship 10:45 

February 1 
Bible Study 6pm 
Love in Stitches  
7pm 

February 2  
 

February 3 February 4 
Social Hour 6pm 

February 5 February 6 

January Assisting in the Service 

Date Worship Leader    Children’s Time        Elder 

3 Dan Weiland     Alissa Blair            Ed McFarlane  

10 Karen Weiland      Brian Gifford             Pat Smith 

17 Sandra Vincent     Pat Smith                  Dan Weiland 

24 Kevin Gifford        Alissa Blair                Brian Gifford 

31 Pam Knight           Brian Gifford             Sandra Vincent 
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