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Bible Study    

4pm Monday 

evenings. 

 

Social Hour 7pm 

Thursday evenings. 

 

If you would like to 

help out with 

Children’s Time, we 

would love to have 

you! If you want to 

give it a go just let 

the office know that 

you are interested. 

 

 

         Contact Us 

Ash Wednesday, Lent, and More 

Hello church. Last night, during social hour, I learned that a member of our church is getting their 

COVID-19 vaccine. Just a day before, I learned of someone else. I know that there are others. We are 

still further away from reopening than I wish, but hearing of these vaccines making their way into our 

community assures me that it will happen safely in the months to come. We must just keep looking 

ahead as we strive forward in this marathon.  

In the meantime, the church year moves forward. It did not pause last Lent when the virus struck, and 

it does not stop now as we approach another Lent. We are holding an atypical service for Ash 

Wednesday on 2/17, following the “Ashes-to-Go” model. Here’s how it will work: you, and anyone else 

who’d like, can come to the church parking lot anytime from 3-5pm and queue up in your vehicle. I will 

be under the awning with the ashes, and will “smudge” your forehead (with ashes and a fresh 

applicator) when it is your turn. Then you can continue onto the rest of your day, remembering the 

words that we are entrusted with: "Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” Peggy 

and Sharon have also been preparing some “fellowship blessings” that we will be providing you with. 

It is strange that I will be meeting most of you for the first time at this short, somber event where we 

remember our mortality. We have been getting well-acquainted with “strange” though, so why buck 

the trend for Ash Wednesday, right? I very much look forward to seeing those of you who can drop on 

by.  

Speaking of Lent, we will have 2 different study opportunities for you. The first is the Bible study Sandra 

Vincent has been leading on Mondays at 6pm. They have been going through the Minor Prophets and 

will be starting the book of Micah next week. Many have turned to the prophets during Lent as it is 

typically a somber and reflective season. 

The other study opportunity comes to us as an invitation from Portsmouth Christian Church. “The 

Theology of the West Wing: Spiritual Leadership for All of Us” is a 6-week study that starts Sunday 2/21 

and goes from 12-1pm. I am intrigued and look forward to joining those of you who are interested. 

Reach out to Rev. Jules Nielsen before 2/14 to rsvp and receive the homework: 

jules@portsmouthunionchurch.org 

The last thing I am going to mention is that we have included a letter sent to us from our General 

Minister and President, Rev. Dr. Terri Hord-Owens, in this newsletter. If you are wondering what our 

denomination is planning on being up to this year, I encourage you to check it out. 

 

Pastor Giuseppe 
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January 2021 

 

Dear Disciples: 

 
Here at the beginning of a new year, there is no doubt that our church – as much of the rest of the world – is in a wilderness season. We find 
ourselves wandering, longing for the comfort of what we once knew and wondering what the future holds. 
 
I believe that this moment, like all wilderness moments, holds great opportunity for us, if we are brave enough to imagine what might be. 
I want to invite you to imagine with me. 
 
Several intertwining crises present themselves in this moment, each with a particular opportunity: The pandemic, which has caused 
the cancellation of our General Assembly and forced so many churches out of their buildings, provides an opportunity to re-envision what church 
looks like in all expressions and to explore what it means to be a church sent out. 
 
The racial justice reckoning happening across the United States gives us an opportunity to revisit our commitment to be a pro-reconciling/anti-
racist church; that is, to be the church we say we are. 

 
The economic crisis, in which the wealth gap is widening and leaving many without access to resources, gives us an opportunity to discern how 
we will love and serve our neighbors, even as we work toward a more just economy for all. 
 
The political unrest in the context of American democracy gives us an opportunity to explore what it means to be witnesses to the story of Jesus 
in a time of such division and change. 
 
And the ever-present crisis of climate change provides an opportunity to reaffirm our call to care for God’s good creation, even as we confess 
and repent our participation in its destruction. 
 
In this moment, then, our calling is clear. As a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world, we are called to imagine a church that bears 
witness to God’s limitless love. We will need to act with courage. We will need to give ourselves permission to change, to let go of processes and 
structures and practices that don’t serve us well any longer. We will need to let go of fear – the fear of what might happen if we do change, and 
the fear of the unknown future. 
I’d like to share with you some ways we can live into this calling this year by focusing on four key areas: covenant, story, tools, and practice. 
 
Covenant: The Governance Committee of the General Board is doing some important work exploring what it means to live in covenant. They’ve 
been reflecting on the theological foundations of our governing documents, reviewing possible revisions to the Design, and reexamining how we 
make decisions and how we speak as a church. As we prepare to hear more about this work later this year, I hope you will pray for those who 
are discerning a way forward, and for your congregation as it lives in covenant with the whole church. 
 

Story: It is time for us to shape a new narrative for ourselves, particularly in terms of what we see when we imagine ourselves an anti-racist 

church. Establishing common values and practices lived out in individual contexts will help us shape a vision of a shared future. Every day we 

must tell our story, share the good news, and make decisions that hold us accountable to be the church we say we are. In the coming months, I 

will be sharing ideas and inviting others into conversation with me, as together we imagine our new story. Please make sure you’re signed up 

for my Dear Disciples newsletter and follow Disciples social media so you won’t miss these opportunities to imagine with me. 

Tools: There are some new tools already in the works that will help us do ministry together. I hope you have heard about Alex, a new Disciples 

database that will eventually replace the yearbook. It will provide a real-time directory and help us track churchwide data trends and help our 

regional and general expressions support congregations more effectively. 

 

New communication tools are being developed as well; you can now sign up for email newsletters that bring you the news you want, whether 

that’s updates on justice efforts, messages from me, news from the whole church, or resources particularly for pastors. In addition, increased 

collaboration among regional and general ministries are helping us work in covenant with one another. Building relationships across the church, 

across laity and clergy, and across generations will be key to infusing our church with new energy as we all share our gifts in ministry. You can 

learn more about Alex at disciples.org where you can also sign up for newsletters and connect with ministries across the church. 

Finally, practice: Grounded in spiritual growth and development, we begin with love, letting love lead us into action testifying to the church we 

say we are. Our faith practices help us understand that love: We share communion at the Lord’s Table as an expression of God’s expansive 

welcome. We practice baptism and proclaim that we walk in new life. We study and share the ancient stories that point to a new world. We pray 

together, a practice that reminds us that we are not alone, that we are created and loved by God. We serve our neighbors, acknowledging that 

we are connected to each other and that we are called to live not for ourselves but for the sake of the world. I hope, as we move into this new 

year, that you will stay connected to your local congregation, and that you will embrace the practices of our faith that give you life. 

 

 

 

 

Message from your General 
Minister and President 
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Justice and Equity Group 
Join us for the Justice and Equity Group! As of right now we are working 
to find new nonprofit partners in the community that our congregation 
can support. We are closer now to deciding who we are to partner with. 
This is very exciting and look for updates soon! 
 

Ashes to Go 
This year we are thinking ‘outside the box’ when it comes to our Ash 
Wednesday Service. Pastor Giuseppe will be hosting an Ashes to Go drive- 
through in the back parking lot. You will drive up to the covered entry then 
will be greeted by Giuseppe to receive your smudge on the forehead. 
This is also a fantastic opportunity to meet your new pastor, if you haven’t 

done so already!  Come between 3-5pm.  

Capital Campaign 

Update on the 2017 Capital Campaign. This campaign was completed and 

we had roughly $32,000 remaining, which has been placed toward our 

2021 Capital Campaign. This new campaign will be to complete flooring, 

retaining walls on the north side of the church, windows and other items 

that arise. Thank you for your faithful giving. 

 

Gift-in-Kind 

A friendly reminder to submit your gift in kind form to the church. When 

you make an anonymous donation, gift of your time and/or material 

donations, it helps us to plan our annual budget each year when you send 

in the form. Thank you so much for your gifts in 2020! They really helped 

to keep the church running! 

  

Church, we are called to imagine a new world. We are called to imagine God’s reign fully come, and to discern how we can participate in 
making it so. We call ourselves Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world. It is time for us to be the church we say 
we are: to seize the opportunity of this wilderness moment and to move forward with courage, permission to change, and freedom from 
fear, to imagine a church that bears witness to God’s limitless love. 
 

I’m glad to be in ministry with you.  
 

 

 

Rev. Teresa "Terri" Hord Owens 
General Minister and President 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           

                                                              

 1 2 3 4 5 7 

7 
Worship 10:45 
Worship Comm 
Meeting 1:30pm 

8 
Bible Study 4pm 
Love in Stitches  
7pm 

9 10 11 
Social Hour 6pm 

12 13 

14 
Worship 10:45 

 

15 
President’s Day 
Bible Study 4pm 
Love in Stitches  
7pm 

16 17 
Ashes to Go 
3-5pm 
Justice and 
Equity Group 
7pm 

18 
Social Hour 6pm 

19 20 

21 
Worship 10:45 
Elders’ Meeting 
WOC Offeriing 

22 
 Bible Study 4pm 
Love in Stitches  
7pm 
 

23 24 
 

25 
Social Hour 6pm 

26 27 

28 
Worship 10:45 
Board Meeting 
1:30pm 
WOC Offering 

March 1 
Bible Study 4pm 
Love in Stitches  
7pm 

March 2 March 3 March 4 
Social Hour 6pm 

March 5 March 6 

February Assisting in the Service 

Date Worship Leader    Children’s Time        Elder 

7 Brian Gifford    Alissa Blair            Michael Crouch  

14 Dan Weiland    Brian Gifford             Jan Crouch 

21 Karen Weiland    Patricia Smith           Pam Knight 

28 Sandra Vincent    Alissa Blair            Ed McFarlane 

 

Lynchwood Christian Church 

3815 SE 174th Ave 

Portland, OR 97236 

Email: Lynchwoodchurch@aol.com 

     SUNDAY      MONDAY         TUESDAY            WEDNESDAY       THURSDAY             FRIDAY              

SATURDAY 

Ash Wednesday 


