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SCRIPTURE READINGS:  

Acts 5:12-18 
12 Now many signs and wonders were done among the people through the apostles. And they were all 

together in Solomon’s Portico. 13 None of the rest dared to join them, but the people held them in high 

esteem. 14 Yet more than ever believers were added to the Lord, great numbers of both men and women, 15 so 

that they even carried out the sick into the streets, and laid them on cots and mats, in order that Peter’s 

shadow might fall on some of them as he came by. 16 A great number of people would also gather from the 

towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all cured. 

 
17 Then the high priest took action; he and all who were with him (that is, the sect of the Sadducees), being 

filled with jealousy, 18 arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison. 

 

SERMON 

• Today’s story is, well, complicated for me.  

• Well, here we are again.  

• Peter and John, healing people, and getting in trouble with the Sanhedrin again.  

• But somethings are different this time around.  

• This time, they are fully aware of the danger that they are in by helping out their neighbors, 

by continuing Jesus’ work of healing.  

• Also, this comes after they and the rest of the church prayed for boldness and recommitted 

themselves to living boldly by caring for one another.  

• And, this time it’s not just the two of them.  

• The rest of the apostles are out healing with them too. 

 

• Things have certainly been picking up steam.  

• Now, just like in the days of Jesus, people are carrying those who need healing out to them, 

and God’s Spirit it’s pouring out such heaping helpings of healing that even Peter’s shadow 

is enough to make people well.  

• The ministry of Jesus continues through the apostles and through the church.  

• This is in spite of the large stakes that have been raised.  

• The Sanhedrin, the ruling spiritual and political authorities of Jerusalem, had issued a gag 

order making it illegal for them to speak of and to heal in Jesus name. 

• And the apostles do it anyway.  

• The crowds, we are told, are cautious about joining them—they seem to be aware of the 

stakes.  

• And yet some choose to be a part of this community every single day. 

 

• The High Priest and the Sadducees, we learn, get upset about this.  

• Filled with jealousy even.  

• And they arrest them.  

• And then something incredible happens.  

• An angel frees them from their jail cell.  



• The angel demands that they go right back out there, in public, in the temple—the turf of the 

priests and Sadducees, proclaiming the life of Jesus. 

• And so they do just that. 

 

• Now, if I was one of the apostles, I would have had some questions for this angel. 

• Really, is this the smartest move?  

• Is this the best play?  

• The most strategic? 

• Regardless, they listen to the angel.  

• To me, this is obviously a striking sign of defiance.  

• The apostles, freed and emboldened by the angel, are defiant against Jerusalem’s ruling 

council.  

• They are refusing to abide by the unfair rule that the rulers have put upon them.  

• They are standing up to their oppressors, the same people who most directly murdered Jesus.  

• This isn’t just a sermon, it’s not just preaching, it’s protest.  

• Peter and the apostles are in the most public place in Jerusalem, the most important building 

for Jewish people everywhere, and they are preaching about Jesus.  

• The man that the Sanhedrin, who just arrested them, murdered.  

• Like the prophets, they are not just speaking truth to the people, they are speaking truth to 

power.  

• And part of that truth is that the Sanhedrin, their leaders, murdered an innocent man for no 

good reason.  

• And not just an innocent man, but the Son of Man, the Messiah.  

• So yes, the apostles are preaching, and they’re preaching about Jesus, but they are also 

holding the Sanhedrin accountable through this bold and defiant act of protest.  

• And that is exactly how the Sanhedrin sees it as well.  

• They arrest them once again, exclaiming in exasperation that they are determined to hold 

them responsible for “The spilling of this man’s blood.”  

• This man, of course, being Jesus.  

• That’s interesting to me.  

• They don’t even say his name.  

• They know his name.  

• But they don’t want to say it.  

• Part of that, I think, is because there is power in the name.  

• There was back then, and there still is now.  

• Saying the name reminds us that the person we are talking about is real, that they had an 

identity.  

• They were not just an anonymous casualty.  

• That is why, throughout our country’s renewed reckoning with racism, protesters have 

insisted that we all “say the name” of the people who died.  

• But these leaders, they can’t bring themselves to say Jesus’ name.  



• And they see how it is linked to the apostles attempting to hold them accountable for their 

murderous actions. 

 

• Eventually, the most prominent and well-respected of all Pharisees, Gamaliel, the person 

that Paul himself studied under, would step up in front of the Sanhedrin and dismiss the 

apostles while he addressed the court.  

• He says to them the argument that basically makes them feel most comfortable with 

allowing the apostles to leave.  

• Really, they find themselves in a tricky position: the apostles and the church are pretty 

popular right now, and everyone knows they’ve not done anything wrong—they’ve just 

healed people and shared the teachings of Jesus.  

• But they also don’t like them doing any of this, they want the movement undone.  

• Gamaliel’s argument to them is, “folks, we’ve seen movements rise and fall before.  

• “You remember so and so and so and so, well, they recruited hundreds of people for their 

rebellions, and in the end, they failed.”  

• And here is Gamaliel’s point: if this is a movement from God, they will succeed.  

• But if it is a vain, human-originated movement, it will fail.  

• Either way, they should let them go and not worry about it.  

• And that’s what does it.  

• That’s what convinces the Sanhedrin to let them go.  

• But, before they go, they still have to demonstrate strength.  

• Those in power, those who see themselves as responsible for managing the rest of society, 

and who may be aware that their grip on power is tenuous, often think that they must project 

strength through force.  

• And they order the apostles publicly flogged before they are released.  

• Their backs shredded with whips. 

• A show of force to put other people, put the public, in their place and say, don’t stand up to 

us, don’t protest us, or you’re gonna get this.  

 

• And this is another baffling, incredible moment.  

• In the midst of their public torture, the apostles praise God for sharing in the suffering that 

Jesus experienced.  

• They find this, it seems to me, to be extremely validating that they are on the right side of 

the situation this time.  

• Earlier, before Easter, they all turned tail and ran as they didn’t wanna get into trouble.  

• And now, here they are, boldly following the leading of God’s Spirit and the teachings of 

Jesus, and they have indeed found their fair share of trouble.  

• Good trouble. Necessary trouble. Godly trouble. 

 

• If you are thinking, hey, this phrase sounds familiar, it’s likely because you have heard John 

Lewis say it.  

• Representative John Lewis died 11 months ago.  

• He was an incredible man.  



• In an interview he gave four years ago, he had mentioned that he had been arrested over 40 

times for the good trouble that he got into. 

• All of it related to civil rights and matters of justice and equity.  

• An early example of the good trouble that he got into was on Bloody Sunday when he, with 

Rev. Dr. King and 600 others, were crossing the Edmund Pettus Bridge.  

• He was expecting to get arrested for that—this demonstration, while non-violent, was 

disruptive.  

• Instead, he was beaten so bad that his skull was fractured and his face scarred. 

• He almost died on that bridge.  

• And until the time here died last year, he insisted that it was worth it, that it was trouble 

worth getting into.  

• The eventual result of his protest, and those of others, was the passing of civil rights 

legislation.  

• It would not of happened without the brave, bold action that he and so many others took.  

• Again, when interviewed, he stated the need for us to get into good trouble, necessary 

trouble, for the sake of the beloved community.  

• That was Rev. Dr. King’s favorite term for what our Bibles call the “kingdom of God.”  

• It’s my favorite term for it as well.  

• God’s will be done on earth, as it is in heaven, that is God’s beloved community 

manifesting. 

 

• But, what about us? 

• What about you? 

• Are you willing to get into good trouble, godly trouble?  

• If so, what kind of trouble are you willing to get into?  

• What are you going to do this summer that is simply the “right thing,” even though it may 

ruffle some feathers?  

• The apostles helped their neighbors through their healing ministry, and continued to 

welcome them into their beloved community.  

• They also continued to preach what Jesus preached.  

• And they did not back down from holding the Sanhedrin accountable.  

• What are you going to do?  

• Are you going to help us grow towards being and open and affirming congregation?  

• Will you be an ally of LGBTQ+ people?  

• Will you engage in antiracism?  

• Will you engage in housing justice work so our neighbors have safe places to live?  

• Will you join Merrie in building a food ministry?  

• How about this: are you going to preach Jesus?  

• And I don’t mean leading somebody in the sinner’s prayer, or even just dunking them in the 

baptismal.  

• I mean will you proclaim the love of God, reclaiming Jesus from those who want to use him 

as some tool of oppression?  



• Will you talk about the Jesus who stood up to oppressors and declared to his listeners the 

radical all-encompassing love of God?  

• Are you willing to speak about the God who desires mercy, justice, and love?  

• For all, not just some?  

• Are you going to speak truth to power?  

• A couple of weeks ago, I talked about our church being pulled, pursuing the work that God 

has placed on our hearts.  

• This week, I’m just asking about you as an individual.  

• What are you going to do?  

• I hope you can share and give an answer.  

• Think of this like a testimony, only it’s the testimony that comes before a testimony.  

• It’s a witness before the witness.  

• The beginning of a witness.  

• It’s you, before your spiritual community, stating your intention to show up where God is 

leading you.  

• Regardless of whether or not we are there with you.  

• Simply because you are choosing to obey God rather than humans, and to get into some 

good trouble for the sake of God and your neighbors. 

o Get answers 

• Thank you. 


