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WELCOME: 

Acts 4:5-13, 18-20 
5 The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6 with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, 

John,[a] and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7 When they had made the 

prisoners[b] stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, 

filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we are questioned today because 

of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10 let it be known to 

all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of 

Jesus Christ of Nazareth,[c] whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11 This Jesus[d] is 

‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 

    it has become the cornerstone.’[e] 
12 There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we 

must be saved.” 
13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John and realized that they were uneducated and ordinary men, 

they were amazed and recognized them as companions of Jesus. 
… 

18 So they called them and ordered them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John 

answered them, “Whether it is right in God’s sight to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge; 20 for we 

cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and heard.” 

 

SERMON 

• This Jesus movement, it shouldn’t have worked.  

• It should’ve died with Jesus on the cross.  

• Those in power expected that it would.  

• That is why he was put to death.  

• Jesus presented those in religious and political leadership with a serious problem, and as is 

far too typical for powerful people, they chose to put this movement down by force.  

• All it would take is the snuffing out of their charismatic leader. 

 

• Those in power, especially the Sadducees, were successful.  

• At least at first. Jesus was abandoned by all but some of his female followers.  

• In some accounts, such as John, one apostle, the beloved, circled back around.  

• But by every other account, including Luke, the disciples are gone.  

• Then, we learn, some of Jesus’ followers are hiding together in their homes.  

• From thousands, down to 120.  

• But what should have happened, what was expected to happen, didn’t.  

• Jesus didn’t stay dead.  

• And so the movement didn’t stay dead either. 

 

• In much of Acts, our author wants us to know that Jesus is, indeed, still active.  

• The Way of Jesus is thriving and continuing through the work of the Spirit, through the work 

of the apostles and the early church.  

• In chapter 3, we see Peter and John walk over to the temple one day.  

• Before they enter, Peter and John encounter a man who cannot walk asking for donations. 
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• Peter tells the man, “I don’t have any money to give you, but what I have, I give you.  

• “In the name of Jesus, walk.” 

• And so, like we’ve seen in stories of Jesus, the man is healed.  

• And, like we see in our Jesus Stories, this healing does more than restore an ability to this 

gentleman.  

• Yes, he can earn a living now, but he is also able to participate in worship.  

• It restores his ability to show love to God as most others would.  

• It restores his ability to gather with his people, his religious community, without the shame 

of assumed sinfulness—disability was often assumed to be punishment from God for sins. 

• Restoration and reconciliation.  

• That’s what Jesus was about, and here in Acts, we see that it is still what he is about, even 

through his disciples. 

 

• That is the point that this miracle is making.  

• Or at least, one of them.  

• Jesus is still active, but through his community, he is still busy about the work he did before 

he was killed—healing people.  

• And restoring what was broken—not just bodily, but relationally.  

• In fact, the word used for “healing” here is translated elsewhere in this story and our passage 

as “saving.” 

• The word can mean “healing,” and “saving,” and “restoring” what was missing or broken. 

 

• This healing causes quite a commotion.  

• A crowd comes together around Peter and John, and then Peter, much like on Pentecost, 

takes advantage of the moment to talk about Jesus.  

• He was put to death unfairly.  

• You and your leaders put him to death.  

• Yeah, you went along with it.  

• But you didn’t know any better.  

• But here’s the thing: now you do.  

• And, as you can see, it’s not too late.  

• Jesus is still at work. 

• You can still be a part of the Jesus movement; you can still be a part of healing, and saving, 

and restoring.  

• Repent, turn from complicity with the forces of death, and follow Jesus into new life. 

 

• I want to point out, he is not asking them to turn from Judaism.  

• In fact, the early church is still thinking of themselves as Jews.  

• They do not hate Jews.  

• At this point, they are Jews.  

• Jesus is Jewish.  



• But they are positioning themselves as reformers.  

• Trying to call their people to the vision Jesus taught God had for them. 

 

• Thousands gather to hear Peter.  

• 5000 believe what he’s said.  

• But while he and John are talking, the religious authorities who held political power and 

could point to the temple as their turf, are greatly annoyed.  

• The priests, the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees arrest them and hold them 

overnight in custody. 

 

• That all brings us to the text that was shared a moment ago.  

• It’s the next day, and all the big players are there.  

• Those who hold power over religious and political life, and also the Jewish judicial system.  

 

• This is the same court that is most directly responsible for killing Jesus. 

• They have no idea who Peter and John are.  

• But Peter and John know exactly who they are.  

• This is a big moment.  

 

• The leaders ask them, “by what power or by what name did you do this?”  

• And Peter, “filled with the Holy Spirit” our text says, is brazen.  

• He knows that these people hold his life in their hands.  

• But he’s not the same man he was a short time before who would deny knowing Jesus to 

save his own skin.  

• He responds, “Why are we in trouble, because we did a good thing?  

• “Because we helped this guy?  

• “OK, fine, do you want to know how this happened?  

• “Do you remember when you killed Jesus?  

• “Well, he didn’t stay dead, and he did this through us.” 

 

• The drama! The suspense! 

• Then Peter continues, quoting Psalm 118.  

• “This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; he has become the 

cornerstone.” 

• This drips with irony, and is also emotionally heavy.  

• You all are the expert builders—you’re supposed to know better.  

• But you took Jesus and discarded him like he was some unusable rock.  

• And now he is the most important stone for this building God is making.” 

 

• And you know that saving work Jesus was busy with?  

• That healing, restoring work?  

• Jesus is still very busy with it—for all mortals under heaven who want it. 



 

• Our text tells us that’s these leaders were amazed when they saw the boldness of Peter and 

John, these uneducated, ordinary men, and they realized they were companions of Jesus.  

• They have nothing to say in opposition at the moment, and then have a private discussion 

amongst themselves to figure out what to do.  

• They realize “it is obvious to all who live in Jerusalem that a notable sign has been done 

through them; we cannot deny it.”  

• They order Peter and John to be released, and then warn them not to speak in the name of 

Jesus to anyone anymore.  

• Again, they are trying to bury this movement.  

• But Peter and John respond, whether it is right in “God’s sight to listen to you rather than to 

God, you must judge; for we cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and 

heard.”  

• The leaders don’t like this and threaten them again.  

• But they fear the crowd who’s still hanging around excited about the healing, so the leaders 

release them. 

 

• After this, Peter and John return to their shared homes with other Jesus followers, and the 

church prays for boldness.  

• This is the beginning of some heavy opposition—things just got real.  

• They know they’re very existence, their movement, their community of healing and 

restoration is at risk.  

• And so they pray that God gives them the boldness they need to keep this thing going. 

 

• A couple of weeks ago, I asked you to share with us on Post-It Notes or Facebook message 

the dream you think God’s Spirit may be placing on your heart for our church. 

• Not what our church is, but what it could be. 

• 1 of you said that your dream is that we can show our faith. 

• Another person said that their dream is that we will think they are okay just as they are. 

• 2 people indicated that their hope is that we make changes—that we listen and respond to 

God to fulfill God’s ministry, and that we hold onto Jesus and the Spirit while also adapting 

to our world. 

• 3 people stated, basically, that we grow. 

• 3 others that we show and become known for love. 

• Relatedly, the most common dream that we think God’s placed on our hearts is broad, 

inclusive, welcome of everyone. 

• 7 people said this. 

• Some got more specific—that this “welcome” would include openness to and affirmation of 

LGBTQ+ people, that this “welcome” would include those who carry hurts that need 

sharing, and that it would involve seeking justice for all. 

• If it is true that God’s Spirit is calling you to foster the dreams you wrote, I wonder why 

we’re not living into them. 

• Is it that you’re wrong? We’re wrong? 



• God doesn’t care about such things for us? 

• We’ve misinterpreted the Spirit? 

• That could be. 

• But…what if we are right? 

• What prevents us from living into these dreams? 

• Let’s hear from you, church. 

o Get answers. 

• Thank you. 

• I know that we are just ordinary people. 

• But with God’s help, I do believe that we can do what God’s calling us towards. 

• In our individual and communal lives. 

• Remember, the church wasn’t supposed to exist. 

• Neither was every attempt to reform (or counter-reform) it. 

• Neither was the Christian Church movement, nor our denomination as a whole. 

• But if you are here today, then I think at least part of you believes this story I just shared. 

• That God can do incredible things through bold, ordinary, Spirit-filled companions of Jesus. 

• My prayer for each one of us today, myself included, is that we no longer make excuses for 

not pursuing what God calls us to, and instead find solutions for the problems we face. 

• Peter and John looked boldly into the faces of death and proclaimed life. 

• With God’s help, we can too. 

• May we do so together. 


