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Stewardship: Abundance & Hospitality 

WELCOME: 

 

SCRIPTURE  
Exodus 16: 13-21 

13 That evening quail came and covered the camp, and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the 

camp. 14 When the dew was gone, thin flakes like frost on the ground appeared on the desert floor. 15 When 

the Israelites saw it, they said to each other, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to 

them, “It is the bread the Lord has given you to eat.16 This is what the Lord has commanded: ‘Everyone is to 

gather as much as they need. Take an omer for each person you have in your tent.’” 17 The Israelites did as they 

were told; some gathered much, some little.18 And when they measured it by the omer, the one who gathered 

much did not have too much, and the one who gathered little did not have too little. Everyone had gathered just 

as much as they needed. 19 Then Moses said to them, “No one is to keep any of it until morning.” 20 However, 

some of them paid no attention to Moses; they kept part of it until morning, but it was full of maggots and 

began to smell. So Moses was angry with them. 21 Each morning everyone gathered as much as they needed, 

and when the sun grew hot, it melted away. 

 

SERMON 

• Today, we are continuing to think about an attitude of abundance and how it relates to 

stewardship. 

• Once again, this is a continuation of a series that is much indebted to the work of Hebrew 

scholar Richard Lowery. 

• The opposite of an attitude of abundance is an attitude of scarcity. 

• A scarcity attitude operates out of an assumption that we are lacking—there isn’t enough 

(fill in the blank) to go around. 

• Brene Brown says, “Worrying about scarcity is our culture’s version of post-traumatic stress.  

• “It happens when we’ve been through too much, and rather than coming together to heal 

(which requires vulnerability), we’re angry and scared and at each other’s throats.”1 

 

• In contrast to this, we have the assumption of abundance within the Bible, and practices that 

flowed out of this value. 

• Last week, we looked at “Sabbath economics”—which provided the Israelites with work and 

rest, shared resources, debt relief, and societal safety nets. 

• We see this attitude of abundance reflected in the second Sabbath origin story, which was 

read a moment ago. 

• It takes place shortly after Israel escaped certain death at the hands of the Egyptian army by 

running into the desert. 

• There, they feared they had escaped death in one form only to die due to lack of food. 

• In a panic, they turn on Moses whom God had been guiding. 

• They wondered if maybe their freedom wasn’t worth it.  

 
1 Brene Brown, Daring Greatly: How the Courage to Be Vulnerable Transforms the Way We Live, Love, Parent, and Lead, 

Gotham Books, New York, September 2012. 



• In their chains, they at least had predictability. 

• God responded to their complaints by miraculously providing them with food—raining 

down on them the bread-like “manna.” 

• Manna couldn’t be stored overnight, so it made no sense to hoard it. 

• But, on the 6th day of the week, it could be stored for another day. 

• They collected twice as much on the 6th day, allowing them to have the whole day off on the 

7th day. 

• God declares the 7th day “Sabbath,” a day of rest. 

• Our story tells us that there is 1 more part to the miracle of manna:  

• As Lowery puts it, “…when people of different abilities and strength harvested the manna 

and took it home to eat, they discovered that everybody had exactly the amount of food they 

needed.  

• “Those who gathered more had no surplus.  

• “Those who gathered less had no shortfall.  

• “In a community shaped by Sabbath, God provides enough for all, regardless of ability.” 

 

• Lowery also states, “The ethical vision of this story is consistent with ethics that grow out of 

household-based economies like that of ancient Israel.  

• “In the ancient household, every member works for the long-term survival and well-being of 

the family.” 

• They were interdependent on one another to make and keep their homes. 

• These households also understood that they were responsible for ensuring that the vulnerable 

families in their areas also survived. 

• That is seen in many different ways in the Bible, such as through the tradition of gleaning 

which required families with farms to leave a portion of their crops unharvested so that poor 

and vulnerable families could harvest that portion for themselves.  

• There were also strict regulations on lending: 

• For example, they couldn’t charge interest on loans people needed to survive—that is, loans 

for housing, clothing, and feeding their families. 

• There’s enough to go around—if these families share what they have. 

• They are interdependent on one another. 

 

• So we’ve looked at the implications of an abundance attitude for the Israelite community. 

• Now, we’re going to shift gears and consider the implications of an abundance attitude in 

how they treated those outside of their community. 

 

• Genesis 18:1-8 says, 

• The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the 

entrance to his tent in the heat of the day.2 Abraham looked up and saw three men standing 



nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed 

low to the ground. 

• 3 He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. 4 Let a 

little water be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under this tree. 5 Let me 

get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that you 

have come to your servant.” 

• “Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.” 

• 6 So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get three seahs of the finest 

flour and knead it and bake some bread.” 

• 7 Then he ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, who 

hurried to prepare it. 8 He then brought some curds and milk and the calf that had been 

prepared, and set these before them. While they ate, he stood near them under a tree. 

 

• Shedding some light on the cultural expectations of what we just read, Dr. Randy Woodley 

says: 

• “In middle-eastern cultures sitting at table with someone was tantamount to giving them 

your peace or granting them shalom…  

• “The background to this ancient custom is likely situated in desert cultures, where a meal 

shared by a stranger meant prolonging his life for another stretch of time.  

• “By feeding the stranger, the host was demonstrating concern for the stranger’s welfare.”2 

 

• Helping us understand how hospitality and abundance are linked, Lowery says: 

• “…families have the responsibility to provide hospitality -- food, shelter, and protection -- to 

travelers and to immigrants who…come into the neighborhood because of economic 

hardship, natural disaster, or war.” 

• Repeatedly throughout the Torah, the command is given to “care for the stranger,” and 

subsequent commands are given that they are to be treated fairly and not taken advantage of. 

• “And remember,” the Torah says, “that you were once strangers as well.” 

 

• It is striking to me that these expectations of providing assistance are not couched in any 

kind of merit. 

• There are no distinctions between the “deserving” who get to glean the fields and 

“undeserving” who don’t. 

• “In all of these cases,” Lowery says, “the moral obligation to provide assistance is grounded 

in the conviction that we are stronger together than we are divided against one another -- 

even when the ‘other’ is not one of our… group.  

• “When we share, we succeed. In community, we thrive.”3 

 

 
2 Woodley, Shalom and the Community of Creation, 159. 
3 Lowery, “Stewardship in the First Testament - Abundance for All (Lesson Three).” 



• One of the most frustrating things for me as someone seeking to follow Jesus are all of the 

Christians in our country trying to slam the doors in other people’s faces. 

• They seek inhospitality as a virtue—thinking that God made room for them here, and that 

they, then, must protect that room by keeping others out. 

• These ideas from the people of our sacred texts make them uncomfortable. 

• But, as you know, the point of our faith has never been our comfort. 

• It is the good news that we can share in life so abundant that it overflows from this life into 

the next. 

• Our faith is not about making us feel good about our history, our politics, or our worldview. 

• Rather, in our faith, we follow Jesus who constantly challenged how the crowds, especially 

the privileged, viewed all of those things. 

• Matthew 23:13-14 is just 1 of many passages that speaks to this. 

• In it, Jesus says, “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!  

• “You shut the door of the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces.  

• “You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to.” 

• Jesus repeatedly preaches, if we want to experience God’s kingdom—the “Beloved 

Community” as Dr. King would call it—then we must be people of hospitality.  

• People of love and care. 

• People who make room for others. 

• And those who don’t, well, they shut themselves and others out from the kingdom. 

• They don’t get to experience this “beloved community.” 

• We must make room for others just as God’s made room for us. 

 

• Now, I have some wonderings about this hospitality stuff. 

• 1st for our church, then for us as individuals. 

• We are a friendly and welcoming congregation. 

• That is beautiful, and I am so grateful that we share this community value. 

• But there’s still room to grow. 

• Let me ask you, church, who are we inhospitable to? 

• Who may never step foot in our church because we aren’t communicating that we’d care for 

them here? 

• Do our words and behaviors truly communicate that all are welcome here? 

• Does our name? 

• Every week, when we declare that all are welcome at God’s table, we are declaring that God 

extends hospitality to all. 

• We get to enjoy that hospitality, and we are responsible for sharing it. 

• So if you witness any of us behaving inhospitably, call it out. 

• If you see any barriers that are perhaps unintentionally making people unwelcome, speak up 

• If our church is falling short on hospitality, we need to make some changes. 



• Even if we’re uncomfortable—because making room for our neighbors is more important 

than our comfort. 

• Just ask Abraham and Sarah. 

• We are not an island—we have blessings to share with our neighbors, and we miss out on 

the blessings they have to offer if we are inhospitable to them. 

 

• 2nd, the housing situation in our area is so ridiculously difficult. 

• I wonder, what does hospitality for a church look like in the midst of a housing crisis? 

• For many of us, it looks like business-as-usual. 

• Others, however, have been completely transformed. 

• We are somewhere in the middle. 

• Some churches in our area have totally shifted how they use their space. 

• One of them is our fellow Disciple congregation, Portsmouth Union Church, who 

transformed half of their property into affordable housing. 

• Another is Hood River Valley Christian Church, whose parking lot has been used for various 

shelter spaces. 

• If these possibilities intrigue you and you’re interested in housing justice, you can join me 

and others from our church in the interreligious organization Leaven Land & Housing.  

• Still another is First Christian Church downtown, which I mentioned during announcements. 

• Want to help a family of new neighbors who’ve come here from Afghanistan? 

• Please let me know. 

• Email me, call me, talk to me after the service. 

 

• Last, I wonder how we as individuals can live into this value of hospitable concern more. 

• If God is calling us to care for others, what does that look like for me? 

• I cannot help everyone in every way that they need. 

• But I can help some. 

• When I get an opportunity to help in a significant way, I consider my boundaries, my 

responsibilities, my capacity—and those I share decision-making with, and I see what I can 

do. 

• Oftentimes, that looks like joining an organization of other folks because, as Lowery says, 

“When we share, we succeed. In community, we thrive.” 

• I invite us to wonder about these things as well, and to start incorporating hospitality into our 

practices of stewardship. 

• Now let’s join together for our next song, “We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky.” 


