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The Transfiguration 

WELCOME: 

SCRIPTURE  
Luke 9:28-43 
28 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus[f] took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the 

mountain to pray. 29 And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became 

dazzling white. 30 Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 31 They appeared in glory and 

were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter and his 

companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake,[g] they saw his glory and the two 

men who stood with him. 33 Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be 

here; let us make three dwellings,[h] one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he 

said. 34 While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered 

the cloud. 35 Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen;[i] listen to him!” 36 When 

the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the 

things they had seen. 

Jesus Heals a Boy with a Demon 

37 On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. 38 Just then a man 

from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he is my only child. 39 Suddenly a spirit seizes 

him, and all at once he[j] shrieks. It convulses him until he foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely 

leave him. 40 I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” 41 Jesus answered, “You faithless and 

perverse generation, how much longer must I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” 42 While he 

was coming, the demon dashed him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed 

the boy, and gave him back to his father. 43 And all were astounded at the greatness of God. 

 

SERMON 

• We’ve been following the lectionary since winding down our stewardship series.  

• I’ve shifted to the lectionary for the time being because it gives Ken, Sharon, and the folks in 

the Worship Commission time to look ahead and see the gospel texts we will likely be 

talking about in upcoming weeks.  

• This week, we land on Transfiguration Sunday.  

• Observed throughout Christian traditions as an annual remembrance of that mountaintop 

experience Jesus had in the company of his three closest followers.  

 

• But this week, great evil happened.  

• My heart aches, and if you’ve sat with the events in Ukraine, as well as some truly 

horrendous decisions targeting queer and trans people in this country, I imagine your heart is 

aching too. 

• So this sermon time is going to be a space for recognizing pain.  

• And I also hope to speak a word not of trite, callous, comfort; but of encouragement. 

 

• In our text, Jesus goes to the top of a mountain, sites often associated with God doing 

revealing work.  

• And Jesus brings his 3 closest disciples, his 3 friends, Peter, John, and James.  

• While they are there, a grand revealing event takes place.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25322f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25326g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25327h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25329i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25333j


• His appearance transfigures, but in such a way that Jesus is revealed more clearly to his 

disciples then he’s ever been.  

• Like Moses whose face shone brightly after he encountered God intensely on a mountain, 

Jesus, too, is shining brightly.  

• This reveals, at the very least, the proximity of Jesus to God.  

• The face of Moses shone brightly because he experienced God so intently, and Jesus also 

shines brightly, indicating that he also experiences God quite intensely.  

• Jesus, then, is worth paying attention to.  

• Jesus can be trusted, our story is telling us, to relate the will and heart of God, just like 

Moses was trusted to do the same.  

• And to emphasize this, we also see Moses and Ezekiel there standing with Jesus.  

 

• I’ve always thought this was a bit funny.  

• I’ve wondered how exactly would the disciples recognize Moses and Ezekiel.  

• It’s not like they had a photo album lying around.  

• Regardless, the point from our story up to this point is simply that Jesus shares the company 

of Moses and Ezekiel, and can be trusted to continue their legacy, their work.  

• Moses represents the Torah, the core of the Jewish teachings the disciples followed.  

• And Ezekiel represents the whole of the prophets.  

• Those who challenged the world around them to live into the heart of God, not simply 

shallow observation of tradition.  

• And in this way, Luke is linking Jesus with Hebrew scripture and tradition.  

• For those of you who were with us throughout our series on Acts, this may be bringing to 

mind that Luke, there, emphasizes this point throughout that book as well.  

• How he saw following Jesus as not just in continuity with Hebrew religion, but as a 

continuation of it.  

• And on top of all of this bright, shiny, glory, the Shekinah presence of God being glimpsed, 

God speaks from the heavens.  

• Confirming, like at his baptism, that Jesus is God’s son, and that they should listen to him. 

 

• A mountaintop experience with God.  

• A beautiful, transcendent, moment, and Peter, James, and John all get to share it with Jesus.  

• And in the midst of it, Peter speaks.  

• We’re told that he kind of speaks without understanding, like he didn’t really know what to 

do so he spoke up and offered some plans.  

• “Hey, why don’t we build some tents for Ezekiel and Moses?”  

• Like he kind of misses the whole point of what just happened.  

• Sometimes were pretty hard on Peter.  

• We like to look at him as a comedic bonehead.  

• But I think his voice is often included in these stories for its relatability.  

• I’m sure the disciples said lots of stupid things.  

• But Peter, foremost leader of the disciples eventually, get special attention in these writings.  



• And I think the purpose for that often is to showcase that the best of us don’t start off that 

way, that they have room to grow, and that even they may miss out on what God is doing 

around us.  

• We often only realize what was taking place in retrospect.  

• Also, the best of us are inadequate.  

• Our leaders are inadequate. 

• Even the ones we come to trust the most can be boneheads. 

 

• The story of this incredible transfiguration is followed up by a strange episode that is 

unflattering for the disciples.  

• Shortly after Jesus and the 3 return to the rest of his followers, we learn that the disciples are 

having trouble casting out a demon.  

• They are struggling to do the ministry that Jesus has entrusted for them to do.  

• He has delegated some of his own responsibility and power to them, and they are unable to 

cast out this demon.  

• Jesus chastises the crowd, calling them “a faithless and perverse (twisted) generation,” and 

asking how much longer he has to put up with them. 

• He has already said that his death is imminently approaching, so he knows the answer to 

that. 

• Interestingly, he sees the suffering of this child as connected to what he calls a “faithless and 

twisted/corrupt” society. 

• Somehow, this child suffers for the troubles caused by his society—and this makes Jesus 

angry. 

• Jesus taught that children were to be treated with special vigilant concern—and took their 

troubles personally. 

• In Luke 17, Jesus says, “It would be better for you if a millstone were hung around your 

neck and you were thrown into the sea than for you to cause one of these little ones to 

stumble.” 

• This is one of the harshest things Jesus is ever mentioned to have said—and its about 

causing children to stumble. 

• It should be clear to us, then, that Jesus would have harsh things to say to us if we caused 

children to trip up—or worse. 

• Then Jesus heals the boy, and all are amazed. 

 

• I wondered why the lectionary includes these two episodes so closely together.  

• I’ve always treated them separately.  

• But I think the lectionary is presenting us with this huge contrast.  

• The transfigured glory of Jesus, representing God on earth, shining with Shekinah glory, 

contrasted with incompetent disciples. 

• Whatever Luke’s Christology looks like, Jesus seems all the more divine in these texts in 

contrast to his disciples who seem all the more human. 

• And the society he criticizes as faithless for causing children to suffer. 

 



• You may be wondering, what does this have to do with Ukraine, or the painful policies put 

in effect in Texas and Florida?  

• My heart is aching over these things. 

• But, as a Christian, my heart is also aching over the great apathy and malice of Christians in 

the US. 

• Not any of you, but plenty of our spiritual kin around the country. 

• Us Christians can “agree to disagree” on a great many things, but none of us who worship 

the God of love should get a pass on apathy and malice. 

• People I have called spiritual family are celebrating the invasion of Ukraine because they 

believe this will destroy us all.  

• They are celebrating unprovoked war being waged against the small nation because they, 

selfishly, hope that it will quicken the time that they can go to heaven. 

• Others are celebrating this because they think it makes their political team look better.  

• And as for Florida and Texas, many fellow Christians rejoicing over what will surely be the 

cause of untold suffering for queer and trans children and their parents and guardians who 

love them.  

• Not to mention the teachers, the social workers, the counselors, etc. who are being required 

to be accessories to such suffering.  

• In Texas, parents and guardians being prosecuted as child abusers because their children are 

transgender.  

• These parents are going to lose custody of their children because they love and accept them 

as transgender. 

• And Christians are celebrating. 

 

• But the Christ I follow, I say with deepest conviction, is not celebrating. 

• The Jesus, revealed as Son of God in this story, cares about all other children. 

• The One we remember as well-acquainted with all suffering, knows and mourns their pain. 

• Jesus weeps for the children today. 

• Jesus weeps for the children of Ukraine. 

• And he weeps for the LGBTQIA+ children of Texas and Florida. 

• If your heart has felt heavy from such news, perhaps it is because it rubs up against Christ’s 

own. 

 

• Today, I don’t feel like I’m going to be able to fix all of this.  

• I’m not going to be able to exorcise these demons of apathy, of selfishness, of hate, of 

supremacy.  

• But I pray that God does.  

• I pray that we allow Jesus to drive these demons out, and lead us to mutual thriving. 

• I pray that the call of God becomes so loud it cannot be ignored. 

• I pray that Ukraine knows peace, and Russia steps away. 

• I pray that hateful and life-threatening state policies will be thrown out. 

 



• I’ve been looking at some of our national history lately.  

• Including the role of the church and some of the hard things that have happened in our past 

and present.  

• And I’m reminded that today is just a snapshot of a bigger story.  

• Who we and our fellow Christians in this country are is not necessarily who we will be years 

from now.  

• I was also reminded of an important aspect of Luke-Acts.  

• In the Book of Luke and in the Book of Acts, we get snapshots of the beginning of 

discipleship for Jesus’ apostles, all the way to their last days.  

• The people we see in Luke, in the Transfiguration story, are very different than the people 

we see in Acts.  

• Especially Peter.  

• Peter, who speaks without knowing in this text, uses his voice in Acts to continue the 

teachings of Jesus.  

• He shines out the glory of Jesus by continuing his work.  

• And the disciples, who are unable to heal in this story, continue the healing ministry of Jesus 

decades after he’s gone.  

• What we see here is one episode in their lives.  

• We can’t boil them down to just this 1 moment. 

• People can, and do, change. 

• Situations can, and do, change. 

• The story’s not over.  

• God is not done with us.  

• Likewise, what is happening in Ukraine is also not the end of the story.  

• Nor is what’s happening in Texas, Florida, or elsewhere. 

 

• This is a moment in time.  

• None of these stories are finished.  

• Let us pay attention to the pain we carry, and let God carry it with us.  

• Let us also carry hope with us.  

• And find the good around us in each day. 

• Let us follow the transfigured Christ into the deepest valleys, and the highest mountain tops. 

• And know that God is with us in both. 

• Let’s join together for “Pure Light.” 


