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Merciful Like God 

SCRIPTURE  
Luke 6:20-36 
20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 

“Blessed are you who are poor, 

    for yours is the kingdom of God. 

21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, 

    for you will be filled. 

“Blessed are you who weep now, 

    for you will laugh. 

22 “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account 

of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is 

what their ancestors did to the prophets. 

24 “But woe to you who are rich, 

    for you have received your consolation. 

25 “Woe to you who are full now, 

    for you will be hungry. 

“Woe to you who are laughing now, 

    for you will mourn and weep. 

26 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets. 

 

27 “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse 

you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone 

who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you; and if 

anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33 If 

you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 If you 

lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive 

as much again. 35 But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be 

great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36 Be 

merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

 

SERMON 

• I used to say that I am a relationship-perfectionist.  

• That I just want to do my relationships perfectly, to feel like I’ve done everything I am 

supposed to do.  

• I have since learned that a more apt description is that I am a people-pleaser.  

• That’s part of how I dealt with the more difficult parts of my childhood.  

• It’s also part of why churches, growing up, loved me and wanted to support me as a young 

pastor. 

• I didn’t rock their boats. 

 

• I don’t like it when people are upset with me.  

• I’m a bit jealous sometimes of those who seem indifferent, detached.  



• I bet they sleep better than I do.  

• One of the more difficult things about our faith is that Jesus proclaims that we must love 

other people; those our communities enthusiastically support loving, and those our 

communities disdain.  

• Those we seek to please, and those that the people we seek to please reject.  

• This is a path that can, likewise, lead to our own rejection.  

• The people-pleaser in me doesn’t like that. 

• Following Jesus demands that we share his priorities.  

• As disciples, we are called to emulate our teacher.  

• That means that, at times, us choosing the priorities of Jesus leads to our rejection. 

• This is a hard and costly teaching for me at times. 

• It may be hard for you as well. 

• My hope this morning is that we can find some guidance and encouragement from our 

passage today. 

 

• To understand what Karen just read, let’s consider its context. 

• You know I love to do that—to just get into the geeky goodness of our text to mine for 

nuggets. 

• A few months ago we finished a series on the Book of Acts.  

• This book, Luke, is really the first part to that same book.  

• Scholars refer to them collectively as Luke-Acts.  

• They have the same initial audience—the multicultural, increasingly Gentile church as 

dispersed throughout the Mediterranean Roman world.  

• The church is still very much in its infancy and has faced opposition from all sides.  

• From Jewish leaders who see Christianity as an aberration to Judaism. 

• And from Roman leaders who see Christianity as a mysterious and looming threat; even 

after the persecution of Nero, the writings of officials show us just how little they knew of 

this growing, increasingly Roman, religion. 

 

• The Christian life came with much trouble.  

• Yes, it came with abundant, full life and community, and often new freedoms, but it also 

came with burdens. 

• One had to “count the cost” before shouldering their cross to follow Jesus. 

• It was also not particularly popular.  

• Many Christians found themselves disowned by their respective groups.  

• People lost their livelihoods.  

• And increasingly, they faced threats of violence.  

• In such a world, Luke shares this sermon from Jesus, which has many parallels with 

Matthew’s “Sermon on the Mount.” 

•  It is called the “Sermon on the Level Place”—which is a much less catchy name. 

 

• Leveling is a great theme and Luke-Acts.  



• We see it powerfully introduced before Jesus is born, as Mary sings out her Magnificat. 

• At one point, the pregnant, unwed teen says what she believes the significance of Jesus to 

be. 

• She believes him to be God beginning to set the world right. 

• And one of the ways that happens, she declares, is by God levelling the world to.. 

• Luke 1:51-53: 

• “God has shown great strength; God has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

• “God has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 

• “God has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.” 

• The great levelling, God bringing down the powerful and bringing up the marginalized. 

• Our author sees God’s will on earth as it is in heaven as a looming reality that will happen 

one day—the “Olam Ha-Ba,” the “world to come,” breaking in. 

• Bringing with it the shalom-peace, the healing that God desires for God’s creation.  

• The world made right.  

 

• And it was the task of Christians to live into that world now.  

• I used to work at a pizzeria, and often when we had an order finished, our manager would 

shout out, “Hey, don’t sing it, bring it.”  

• That’s what is on the menu for Christians according to Luke.  

• We don’t just sing it, we bring it. 

 

• And so at the beginning of the sermon, right after Jesus gets everybody’s attention by 

healing some folks, he tells his audience that the way they see the world is all wrong.  

• You see the people that you think of as cursed in this life?  

• They are really blessed.  

• They have cause for rejoicing.  

• “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 

• “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. 

• “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 

 

• On the other hand, you see the people that we think of as so blessed in this life?  

• They aren’t.  

• It is they who are cursed.  

• Woe to them.  

• They have cause for sorrow, not joy. 

• “Woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 

• “Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. 

• “Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep. 

 

• One of the most persistent themes in the Bible is that God stands with the oppressed.  

• God stands with those who bear the weight of unfair, inequitable societies.  

• God is on their side because God is against oppression.  



• And God is not on the side of those who reap the rewards of oppression.  

• The Kingdom of God is the inheritance of the poor—God is amongst them. 

• Mary sees God selecting her, a poor, lowly, marginalized person, as confirmation of that. 

• Immanuel—"God with us.” 

• Starting with the crushed. 

 

• And here we have Jesus, like the prophets before him, calling out how backwards the world 

is, and challenging the audience to repent.  

• Specifically, the wealthy. 

• If you have more than you need, repent.  

• Look at where God is.  

• If you want to join in that kingdom of God, if you want to experience that reality now, the 

world that God desires now, then start leveling things out now.  

• Rich and poor, those with cause for rejoicing and those with cause for mourning, come 

together and share that equitable, blessed life now. 

• This is why, I think, we see the book of Acts bringing up repeatedly that the church shared 

all things and supported one another in all ways. 

 

• But in addition to this, this disruptive worldview, Jesus also speaks up that those who lose 

everything for his sake, for listening to him, for following his example, for being his 

disciple, that they, too, are blessed.  

• He says, “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, 

and defame you on account of the Son of Man.  

• “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is 

what their ancestors did to the prophets.” 

• But those who pick the safe path of people-pleasing, of not following his example, not living 

out discipleship, well, they are missing out on this blessing.  

• They have cause for sorrow.  

• They are missing out on the abundant, overfilling life God desires for them because they fear 

the opinions of others. 

• To them, Jesus says, “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors 

did to the false prophets.” 

 

• I have to confess, when I read this statement of God’s blessing this week, I got a bit 

emotional. 

• Yes, blessed are the marginalized—I get that. 

• But…we are blessed when people hate, exclude, revile, and defame us on account of Jesus? 

• I have deep wounds around being excluded and hated for following Jesus. 

• Not because I am a Christian, but because following Jesus meant living into Jesus’ command 

to love God and neighbor as I love myself. 

• I know that this is not unique to me. 

• Perhaps you have followed Jesus into a path that led to your rejection by some. 

• It hurts, I know. 



• But…you are blessed. 

• God sees you. 

• You chose integrity to Jesus over people-pleasing. 

• “Great is your heavenly reward,” our text tells us. 

• I hope you, like me, also get to enjoy some blessing in the here-and-now as well. 

 

• Zooming back out for a moment, let’s also consider our author’s purpose for including these 

words. 

• Obviously, Luke is hoping that the church, his audience, hears these words and hang in 

there.  

• “Have a heavenly perspective—don’t worry about people,” he is urging them.  

• But that leads to a troubling question.  

• If I do that, if I follow Jesus, I’m going to make enemies.  

• People may lash out, so what do I do?  

• And into this fear, this reality of the early church, Jesus speaks.  

• “Love your enemies.  

• “Don’t lash out at them.   

• “Do not return violence for violence. 

• This is the absolute picture of mercy—withholding earned retaliation, and instead choosing 

kindness. 

• The acts of love for these enemies Jesus is talking about here are practical—they are more 

than just thoughts. 

• They give the original audience agency. 

• “Bless those who curse you; pray for those who harm you; if someone insults you by striking 

you on the cheek, turn to them the other also; if someone takes your coat, let them have your 

shirt too; if someone steals from you, don’t try to reclaim it.” 

• Each act of kindness instead of retaliation is intentional—these people are not passive. 

• They are standing up in strength. 

 

• This discussion from Jesus about loving enemies turns into a discussion about loving other 

people who don’t love us. 

• We treat them with mercy. 

• “Give to all who beg,” he says. 

• “If someone takes your stuff, don’t ask for it back.” 

• “Do to others as you would have them do unto you.” 

 

• “You get no credit for loving those who love you, doing good to those who do good to you. 

• “That is basic—even mustache-twirling super-villains do that. 

• “Instead, love even your enemies and do good expecting nothing in return.” 

• “Your reward is that you will be acting like you are actually God’s children. 

• “So be merciful like your Parent.” 

 



• And this, here, is the crux of it all: 

• The audience of Jesus out there on the level place, Luke’s audience throughout the Roman 

world, and us today.  

• This is the call.  

• We are to be people of mercy.  

• We are to stand where God stands, and do the leveling work of God, where those promised 

blessing, and those warned of woe, come together to share so that all have what they need.  

• As people of mercy, we share what we have with one another not because anyone deserves 

it, but simply because God is our Parent.  

• And as people of mercy, we do not seek to harm anyone, even those who seek to harm us.  

 

• May it be so for us, church.  

• Now let’s not just sing it, let’s bring it.  

• Let’s join together for “Fill the World with Love.” 

 


