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Stewardship: Hospitality to God 

WELCOME: 

SCRIPTURE  
Deuteronomy 14:22-29 
22 Set apart a tithe of all the yield of your seed that is brought in yearly from the field. 23 In the presence of 

the Lord your God, in the place that he will choose as a dwelling for his name, you shall eat the tithe of your 

grain, your wine, and your oil, as well as the firstlings of your herd and flock, so that you may learn to fear 

the Lord your God always. 24 But if, when the Lord your God has blessed you, the distance is so great that you 

are unable to transport it, because the place where the Lord your God will choose to set his name is too far away 

from you, 25 then you may turn it into money. With the money secure in hand, go to the place that the Lord your 

God will choose; 26 spend the money for whatever you wish—oxen, sheep, wine, strong drink, or whatever you 

desire. And you shall eat there in the presence of the Lord your God, you and your household rejoicing 

together. 27 As for the Levites resident in your towns, do not neglect them, because they have no allotment or 

inheritance with you. 
28 Every third year you shall bring out the full tithe of your produce for that year, and store it within your 

towns; 29 the Levites, because they have no allotment or inheritance with you, as well as the resident aliens, the 

orphans, and the widows in your towns, may come and eat their fill so that the Lord your God may bless you in 

all the work that you undertake. 

 

SERMON 

• We’re going to be talking a bit about sacrifice today. 

• As we start, I have a question for you I’d love to hear your answers on. 

• What comes to your mind when you hear the word “sacrifice”?  

• Is this a positive word for you? A negative one? 

o Get answers 

• Thank you. 

• Last week, we talked about hospitality’s connection to abundance. 

• Today, we talk about the connection of sacrifice to hospitality. 

• Hebrew Scripture scholar Richard Lowery, whom has provided us with much of the material 

for this series, says: 

• “A Christian understanding of giving is grounded ultimately in the sacrificial life of Jesus. 

• “But “sacrifice” in this context is often misunderstood… 

• “The idea is that humans have done something wrong and now must slaughter an animal 

whose shed blood will soothe the righteous wrath of God.  

• “This idea that God demands blood sacrifice for sin in fact runs directly counter to some of 

the Bible’s key prophetic traditions… 

• “While it is true that ritual sacrifice is sometimes performed as an act of appeasement, it is 

generally better to think of biblical sacrifice in terms of the ancient code of hospitality.” 

• We covered that a bit last week. 

• To recap, for the people of the Bible, the hospitality code dealt with how to treat strangers 

who come into their area.  

• Travelers and immigrants couldn’t access their normal systems of economic support or their 

extended families, so they were financially vulnerable.  

• That vulnerability made the people they were staying near vulnerable as well, because they 

could steal their property and harm loved ones in the process.  



• The solution that the ancients found was to invite the “stranger” to share their table, making 

them a temporary member of the household. 

• In this arrangement, the hosts were morally obligated to protect the interests of the 

immigrant who, in turn, was now morally obligated to protect the interests of the host 

family. 

• We see this dynamic at play in the Genesis story of Abraham and Sarah “hosting angels 

unawares,” which we touched on briefly last week. 

• We also see it in the story that happens afterwards, in Genesis 19, when those same angels 

go to Sodom and Gommorah and are hosted by Lot and his family. 

• The crime, ultimately, that the people of Sodom are guilty of in that story is egregiously 

violent inhospitality. 

• They are inhospitable to these strangers, who are also agents of God, and are destroyed 

because of it. 

 

• Lowery states that, “Most ritual sacrifice in the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament functions in 

the human-divine relationship like hospitality functions between human beings.  

• God is in many ways the strange “other.”  

• Encounters with God had the potential for great benefit but also carried the risk of disaster.” 

• We see this type of risk at play in Exodus 19:10-24, when Israel is given very clear 

boundaries so that they don’t get too close because, if they do, God may kill them. 

• This story illustrates that the writers of Exodus thought that coming into God’s presence was 

extremely dangerous.  

• It could be wonderful, or it could be disastrous.  

• This helps us understand what’s going with ritual sacrifice then. 

 

• I was taught that the ritual sacrifices of animals in the Law, the Torah, were about appeasing 

the wrath of God. 

• In our modern and geographic context, so far removed from the ancient people of the Middle 

East, we miss out on the assumptions of their culture. 

• Lowery states, “The ritual slaughter of animals is not the bloody appeasement of an angry 

God.  

• “It’s slaughtering the fatted calf [which was reserved for special occasions].  

• “It’s pulling out all the stops, sparing no expense to throw a fancy feast for the potentially 

dangerous, potentially beneficent “other” you hope will be your ally and friend.  

• “Ritual sacrifice is an act of hospitality, keeping the friendship strong by keeping a regular 

dinner date with God.” 

• We see this in Deuteronomy 14, the passage that was read before the sermon. 

• In that passage, the people are told to take tithes of either their own farm produce, or food 

they can buy, and enjoy those meals with their households “in the presence of the Lord” at 

the tabernacle or temple. 

• It is often said that the Bible talks about money more than any other subject. 

• The implication pastors have often drawn from this is, well, that all of us ought to give more 

to God by giving to our churches. 



• But…that is a bit disingenuous.  

• The tithes and other sacrifices of the Hebrew Bible, and the giving urged in the New 

Testament, are all tied to these principles of hospitality. 

• We give because we are connected to God; we give because we are connected to neighbors. 

• We give because we care about God; we give because we care about our neighbors. 

• And also, because we need these connections to be healthy—God desires that we all thrive. 

• If your giving comes from any other intention—such as hoping to gain heaven or material 

rewards—I urge you to reconsider your giving. 

• You may help our little church survive, which is great, but I am concerned about the damage 

you may be doing to yourself. 

• If that’s your situation, reach out to me—we need to talk! 

 

• Now throughout this series I’ve shared some of the values in the Hebrew Bible that I think 

ought to inform our faith and our stewardship. 

• But I must point out that Hebrew societies still had problems. 

• The Bible is filled with non-complementary, ugly situations. 

• It is part of what makes it Scripture, with spiritual value, instead of propaganda. 

• The prophets in-particular would call out the evils of their day. 

• One that gets mentioned numerous times are people who treat God with hospitality through 

their religious observance but treat their vulnerable neighbors and strangers with contempt. 

• Amos 5:21-24 is a great example. 

• Amos, speaking for God, says, 

I hate, I despise your religious festivals; your assemblies are a stench to me. 

Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them. 

Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, I will have no regard for them. 

Away with the noise of your songs! I will not listen to the music of your harps. 

But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream! 

 

• Lowery says, “…the prophets, speaking on God’s behalf, reject the people’s offer of 

hospitality.  

• “It turns out that God is above all a God of justice who has a special concern for the most 

vulnerable people in society.  

• “God desires justice for all and is completely uninterested in accepting hospitality from 

people who are so busy being religious that they fail to do whatever they can to help the 

vulnerable poor.”  

 

• All of this begs a question I think is worth discussing. 

• Why do you think God cares more about our acts of justice than our acts of worship? 

• Let’s get a few answers on this. 

o Get answers. 

• Thank you. 

• Jesus would continue these themes. 

• Most blatantly, we see it when Jesus “cleanses the temple.” 



• When he was flipping tables, it was of those who took advantage of the most vulnerable 

worshippers. 

• He did not oppose money-changing or selling doves per se—he opposed exploiting the 

vulnerable. 

• As Lowery would say, “If you’re going to spread a table for God, you’d better make sure 

you’re serving a heaping helping of justice for the vulnerable poor.” 

• Every week, we celebrate communion. 

• We remember the sacrifice of Jesus—an ultimate act of just hospitality. 

• God making room for us, wherever we are. 

• In every way, the Lord’s Supper represents these principles of hospitality. 

• We make room for God, who has already made room for us. 

• And we make room for each other. 

• We sacrifice for God, who has already sacrificed for us. 

• But we make this weekly moment shallow ritual if we are disengaged from the justice 

hospitality demands. 

• If we are only concerned about the comfort we have at the table, and we fail to make room 

for others to join us. 

• If we are only concerned about our own affairs and not for our neighbors. 

• If we care only for our homes and church building, but not our neighborhoods. 

• What if, instead, communion was our weekly rally call to show up for our neighbors just as 

God has shown up for us? 

• What if we saw that this table we observe every week is not just set in a building, but set in 

our hearts? 

• What if The Lord’s Supper was just the beginning of a week of hospitality to God, and to 

those God loves? 

• How would we steward then? 

• How would we, as a church, and as individuals, use our resources then? 

• Now lets join together for our responsive song, “Lord, Whose Love Through Humble 

Service.” 


