
1-23-22                Lynchwood CC 

Stewardship: Creation as Gospel 

WELCOME: 

SCRIPTURE  
Genesis 1:1-2:3 (Shared in sermon) 

 

SERMON 

• A couple of months ago, Ed McFarlane shared a stewardship meditation that stayed with me. 

• His point was that, as Disciples, we must be discerning in our giving. 

• He even took it a step further—we must be INTENTIONAL in our STEWARDSHIP. 

• Not just as a church, but as individuals. 

• Whatever you do with the resources you may have, use them ON PURPOSE. 

 

• You can see by the sermon title in the bulletin that we are in a stewardship series. 

• You may see that stewardship title and think, “Well, I guess the church doesn’t think it has 

enough of my money.” 

• That is not what we think. 

• Really, at the end of this 4 week series, you may decide to give something else to the 

church—time, giftedness, presence. 

• Or you may decide to utilize your time, talent, money, presence somewhere else. 

• My hope is that you intentionally cultivate within your life what matters to God—and that’s 

much bigger than the part of your life you spend with church. 

• And our starting point for considering stewardship values is the Hebrew Bible, the First 

Testament. 

• This week, we’re starting with the beginning. 

 

• When Genesis was written, the Hebrew people faced total eradication. 

• They once were 12 tribes, but by this point, 10 of those tribes had already been destroyed by 

an empire that exploited them. 

• Now, decades later, Judah is what remains of Israel, and they have been conquered by the 

Babylonians—they’ve been enslaved, kidnapped, sent to camps. 

• Much like what happened to the Native Americans here, the Babylonians attempted to 

eradicate their identity so that they would be controllable. 

 

• Throughout the year, Babylonians had festivals and told their stories. 

• One of these stories is the epic creation myth, the Enuma Elish. 

• It goes a little like this: 

• Once upon a time, the world was unformed, consisting only of water. 

• There was the god Apsu, who was all of the freshwater. 

• And there was the goddess Tiamat, who was the saltwater oceans and chaos. 



• They were married and soon produced children who were also gods. 

• Eventually their children had many kids of their own, and apparently they were obnoxiously 

noisy. 

• Apsu hates this, and sets out to destroy his kids and grandkids so that he can kick back and 

have quiet again. 

• War breaks out and the god Ea defeats Apsu with a spell. 

• Ea has a son that everyone loves named Marduk, and they give him a nifty toy to play 

with—the winds. 

• Marduk loved to send his winds across the seas, which angers Tiamat. 

• Tiamat is also still upset about her husband, Apsu. 

• She has now remarried and has many more kid gods. 

• Tiamat, her new husband, and her new kids battle all the other gods. 

• Marduk tells these gods that, if they make him absolute king with the power of life and death 

over them, he will defeat Tiamat and her army. 

• They agree, and, armed to the teeth, he takes on Tiamat in single combat. 

• He wins the brutal, bloody battle. 

• From Tiamat’s dismembered body, he creates more of the world. 

• He makes the dome of the sky out of her, some land over here, some rivers over there by 

scattering her body parts. 

• The gods build him the city of Babylon and its chief temple. 

• Then, he executes Tiamat’s husband, and from his corpse, he makes humans.  

• The humans are made to give the gods rest, serving as their slaves, working the land and 

worshipping the gods. 

• Marduk’s chief slave is the emperor of the Babylonians. 

 

• The moral of this story is that violence and oppression are basic to the structure of the 

universe. 

• Humans are ruled by the emperor, who is ruled by the gods, who are ruled by Marduk. 

• Creation is violence. Life is suffering for king, country and gods. 

• We have no right to complain because our sole purpose is to be slaves. 

• This is the creation story the Babylonians wielded to control others. 

 

• The Hebrews, however, formed a different story. 

• When they committed it to paper, it was in this setting where they were facing the possible 

extinction of their culture. 

• They saw the Babylonian creation story as bad news, and instead preached a story of good 

news. 

• To them, creation is something much more beautiful. 



• They riff on the Babylonian story, playing off of it to communicate how they see their God 

and the universe. 

• In a world that is trying to exploit and dominate them, they tell this story: 

 

• READ: Genesis 1:1-2:3 NRSV 

• 1 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was a formless 

void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face 

of the waters.  

• The word for water here comes from Tiamat.  

• So in this story, the sea is still thought of as chaos, but not as a person. 

• 3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was 

good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

• God starts creating by sorting one thing from another, organizing chaos into life-sustaining 

creation.  

• God sees this creation not as bad or oppressive, but rather as “good.” 

• Hebrew scholar Richard Lowery says the word “delightful” is more accurate. 

• 6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters 

from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the 

dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. 

And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

• 9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the 

dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 

gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was (DELIGHTFUL.) 11 Then God 

said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on 

earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: 

plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. 

And God saw that it was (DELIGHTFUL.) 13 And there was evening and there was morning, 

the third day. 

• 14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the 

night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be 

lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the 

two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and 

the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over 

the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it 

was (DELIGHTFUL.)19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

• 20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 

above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and 

every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every 

winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was (DELIGHTFUL.) 22 God blessed them, 



saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the 

earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

• 24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping 

things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild 

animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps 

upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was (DELIGHTFUL). 

• 26 Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let 

them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, 

and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the 

earth.” 

• 27 So God created humankind in God’s image, 

    in the image of God God created them; 

    male and female God created them. 

• 28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 

subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 

every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every 

plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; 

you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, 

and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given 

every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that God had made, and 

indeed, it was (EXTREMELY DELIGHTFUL). And there was evening and there was 

morning, the sixth day. 

• 2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude.2 And on the seventh 

day God finished the work that God had done, and God rested on the seventh day from all 

the work that God had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it 

God rested from all the work that God had done in creation. 

• This is a counter-narrative. 

• This is good news about God, people and nature. 

 

• First, this beautiful world around us matters. 

• God sees it not as cruel, but as delightful—It brings God happiness. 

• The Jews, then, saw that life and this world are precious even while they themselves faced 

extinction. 

• Second, oppression is not “just the way the world is.” 

• It’s not basic to nature and our species. 

• Rather, when God makes people in God’s image, God is sharing God’s self and power 

with us. 

• Even when society crushes us, we have God within us. 

• Humans are also God’s co-workers, co-creators and stewards. 



• Many biblical writers thought having a king of any kind was a terrible idea, a good way to 

get them all oppressed. 

• What good is a king in a world of equals? 

• Third, God rests, and later in the story, Israel is instructed to as well. 

• Work and rest—this is basic to the created order. 

• This is delightful to God, and is for us as well. 

• We also are to enjoy this world. 

• In a society that seeks to work us to the bone, rest is rebellion. 

• This also became key to limiting harm to creation, people and animals. 

• And again, this is because of how they viewed God, nature and themselves. 

• We and the world were not made to be exploited. 

• We are not cogs in a machine—that is the view of an empire that exploits 

• No, we are not rotten, but good, and we are not weak, but powerful. 

• And, while the voices around us demand that we work ourselves to the bone, God wants us 

to sit, smell the roses and enjoy the world. 

• This is the good news of the creation story in Genesis. 

• When they saw nature, this is the good news that they heard. 

 

• I wonder how the world would be if we lived this out. 

• I wonder how history would be different. 

• I wonder how our country, how Portland, would be different. 

• Readings like this stir my imagination. I hope it stirs yours as well. 

• Now, let’s join together in singing, “Creator God, Creating Still” 

 

 


