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Trunk or Treat -- Being a  

Christian is Like Being a  

Pumpkin 

A safe Halloween event helped our church  

reconnect with Sunday School children we have been missing these long 

months.  Personalized bags filled with treats handed out from decorated car 

trunks in front of the church awaited the children who stopped by after 

church.   Director of Education, Ainsley Kuhn, tucked inspiring, scripture-based 

messages in the bags, some are  shared on this page.   Treat bags were delivered 

to the homes of those who  could not attend.  Bags were also shared with the 

young men at Hocking Valley Community Residential Center by FUMC staff 

member Brian Bailey 

who is a caseworker 

at HVCRC.   

 

He carves you a new 

smiling face—Psalm 

71:23 

God picks you from 

the patch and brings 

you in—John 15:16 

He puts His light inside you 

to shine for the entire world 

to see –Matthew 5:16 

Luke Robey and Lincoln Smart pick up bags helped 

by “Scarecrows” Mary K. and Marty Walsh and 

Disney’s “Sulley” Ainsley Kuhn. 

Finn Roach and Annie Roach 

search for their favorite treats. 

More Activities for Children Coming Up! 

 November – Thanksgiving art project  

 December 13 – Christmas Caroling after church 

 December 24 – Family Service Christmas Eve 7 p.m.  

 January – Winter Walk to Children’s Church (date to be determined)   

Join the “Children’s Team” to plan and conduct activities for our kids.  Contact  

Ainsley Kuhn to suggest ideas or find out how you can help.   
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A MESSAGE FROM  
PASTOR DAVE 

Having A Grateful Heart 

 

There are many Christian virtues to be found in the Bible.  Honesty, integrity, self-control, patience, kind-

ness, and generosity … just to name a few.  These are virtues that witness to our faith in God and our desire 

to live lives that honor God and reflect his nature in our lives.  

As we find ourselves in the month of November, one particular virtue comes to mind as we approach the hol-

iday of Thanksgiving.  That virtue is gratitude … gratitude for all of the many blessings of life.  And as 

Christians, we believe that those blessings come to us as amazing gifts from a very generous and gracious 

God.  James 1:17 reminds us that “Every good and perfect gift comes from God above.” 

You see, one of the dangers of the season of Thanksgiving is that of succumbing to pride … thinking that all 

that we have and all that we’ve accomplished is simply the result of our own efforts and resourcefulness. 

When that happens, Thanksgiving becomes a time of looking around us, patting ourselves on the back and 

celebrating all that we’ve done. We begin to think that we actually deserve all of the good things that come 

our way.  Pride is the mortal enemy of gratitude. 

Another enemy of gratitude is a loss of focus and perspective.  All too often we allow ourselves to focus only 

on the negative to the exclusion of the positive.  We dwell on the things we don’t have rather than on the 

many good things that we do.  We can’t see past the challenges to the blessings.  And this loss of perspective 

leads to discouragement and perhaps even a sense of hopelessness. 

A third enemy of gratitude is a focus on the gift to the exclusion of the giver.  We become so wrapped up in 

the blessing that we fail to acknowledge the source of the gift.  Like a young child at Christmas, we can be-

come so excited about what we’ve received that we give no thought to expressing our gratitude to the One 

who’s given it.  An important key to a grateful heart is seeing beyond the gift to the love of the Giver.  It’s so 

very easy to take for granted the source of our many blessings! 

You know, we are so blessed in so many ways!  God has given us so much.  Way beyond what we could ev-

er possibly deserve.  Way beyond what we could ever possibly begin to count!  God is good … and gra-

cious ... and so very generous to us! We have so many reasons to pause and give thanks, even amid this very 

difficult time that we live in.  Even when the storms do come (and they do) there’s still reason to give thanks 

… for God’s presence, for the strength and encouragement that God gives, for the people around us who love 

and support us, and for the hope of the future that we have in Christ! 

Friends, no matter the circumstances this Thanksgiving season may find you in, don’t forget to say a prayer 

of thanksgiving to God for all that he’s done for you.  “Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s 

will for you in Christ Jesus.”   1 Thessalonians 5:18 

 

In Loving Service 

Pastor Dave 
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Recent Ordinand’s Spiritual Roots Connected to FUMC 

 

Rev. Ann Marie King Carley was ordained as a Full 

Member Deacon of the West Ohio Annual  

Conference on September 12, 2020. Ann Marie, who 

grew up in FUMC, is the daughter of John and Sandy 

King and the granddaughter of the late Bob and  

Marcia King.  As we celebrate with Ann Marie and 

her family, her reflections shared with us offer in-

sights into the importance of how we raise the  

children of our church and shape our own lives to 

hear, accept and follow God’s calling.    

Ann Marie recalls her early years being surrounded 
by family and friends who were totally engaged in 
FUMC and set the example for her.  As she stated, 
“Following Jesus wasn’t just a Sunday thing.” She 
had many examples of people she saw live their faith 
every day from her immediate family to some of her 
favorite teachers. 
 
It was FUMC’s emphasis on children and community 
involvement that helped develop her confidence.  Ann 
Marie credits the many opportunities provided for  
children and youth, to developing her leadership  
capacity. She remembers being invited to share her 
gifts through reading scripture, sharing special music and even helping tune the organ from time to time by 
pressing notes as the pipes were adjusted. 
 
Ann Marie was a 1996 graduate of Nelsonville-York High School and  earned degrees in education and 
educational administration from the University of Rio Grande and the University of Dayton.  She spent 
time as a middle school teacher and elementary school principal before beginning the discernment process 
that led to her ordination as a Deacon. 
 
She completed her seminary education at United Theological Seminary and currently serves as Executive 
Pastor of Trinity UMC in Chillicothe. One of the most rewarding parts of her job has been to lead the lay 
movement of Fresh Expressions of Church, which are sacred spaces in the community for those not con-
nected to any church to begin to know Jesus. 
 
As she has walked through the process of ordination, she has been able to understand just how much the 
roots of her faith have impacted her. These roots have not only shaped how she understands her call, but 
also how she helps others respond to theirs. Her roots, lead back to FUMC in Nelsonville. For that she is 
grateful. She knows how lucky she is to have had not only family who invested in her, but also a church. 
 
She, and her husband Tim, want to extend their gratitude to FUMC. The prayers said on their behalf and 
support over the years have been felt and made a difference!   
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Roll Call of the Saints  

The following people who have passed away this past year and were members of 

our church or dear to members of our church family were remembered on Sunday, 

November 1, 2020.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Note From Someone Special 

In a letter to the congregation, Myrtle Wharton shared the following thoughts about reading monthly news 
in Common Line.  Myrtle’s husband, Dale Wharton, was a church leader who was instrumental  
coordinating the construction of the church we enjoy today.  
  
“ When I see the names of the youth and the people working, a lot of them were babies when Dale and I 
were active in the church.  It was an important part of our lives I will never forget.  I know they are dedi-
cated to the church. It is such a vital part of their lives, and their children’s lives.  It makes my heart 
happy!  Blessings, Myrtle Wharton “ 
 

 

Muriel Ballard 

Betty Devol 

Bernice Foreman 

Dave Gossett 

Ann Hartman 

Ruth Lanning 

Jim Lyons 

Mike Manning 

Sue Mays 

Janet McCumber 

Howard McLaughlin 

Patricia Robey 

Elaine Roe 

Eileen Saylor 

Charles Sheets 

Scot Smathers 

John Ward 

Our Sympathy To -- 
 
The family of long-time member Lucille Steenrod who passed away November 3, 
2020 at the age of 106.   Graveside services presided over by Pastor David Roach 
November 7, 2020 at Greenlawn Cemetery.  
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Roof Challenge Grant From a Nelsonville Foundation 

The Nelsonville Community Foundation Fund, a community fund of the 

Foundation for Appalachian Ohio (FAO), has offered a $5,000 challenge 

grant to FUMC Nelsonville to spur final donations as construction is 

completed in November.   All new donations up to $5,000 will be 

matched.  Trustee Dave Loge shared the exciting news at Leadership Team meeting and with the congre-

gation during worship.   Dave noted that the 2016 sale of Nelsonville High School and Nelsonville Junior 

High School buildings, just blocks from our church, was the source of the funds that were entrusted to and 

invested by FAO, ensuring dollars that will be reinvested in the community.   Nelsonville Community 

Foundation Fund representatives Dorothy Gettle, Betty Jo Parsley and Anita McDonald brought the 

FUMC project to the full committee for consideration.  Dorothy is also a long-time member of FUMC and 

all three women were instrumental in saving the school buildings that are now high-quality, well-designed 

apartments managed by The Woda Group.  Many fine architectural details were restored to preserve the 

history of the schools.    

FAO serves 32 counties in Appalachian Ohio and is located in the former Peoples Bank building which 

they have preserved and renovated on the Public Square.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on p 6) 

Help secure the Challenge Grant by donating to the roof fund online or by sending your 

check to the church office.   Donations may be given in honor or memory of friends or 

loved ones.     

Making it shine — As part of the roof contract, work-

ers use a mechanical lift to pressure wash the steeple 
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(Roof Challenge continued from p5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Giving Envelopes 
The enclosed envelope is a reminder that expenses and the work of the church go on.  

Thank you for giving and serving in whatever way you can. 

 

 

Save the Dates 

Advent 

 First Sunday of Advent is November 29, 2020 

Christmas Eve Services 

December 24, 7 p.m. and 11 p.m. 

 

Blood Drive 

The next blood drive in partnership with the American Red 

Cross is Tuesday, December 29, 1-7 p.m. in the Ballard Fel-

lowship Hall.  For more information or to register, contact 

Amy McCulloch (Amy.mcculloch@rockybrands.com). 

 

The new gutter momentarily blocks  

Columbus Street 

Workers install the gutters that were made 

onsite 
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Memory Verse 

Give thanks to the Lord and proclaim His greatness. Let the whole world know what He has done.  
1 Chronicles 16:8 

Activity 

God told the people of Israel to remember His works. That’s a great thing for us to do every day and espe-
cially at Thanksgiving.  

Have you ever seen a Thanksgiving cornucopia? Find a basket or bag at home. Then find some items to put 
inside. These items should be things that remind you of some things to thank God for. For example, you 
could put in an apple to remind you to be thankful for the food God has provided for you. Here are some 
other items you might want to include: a toy car, a stuffed animal, a ring, a key, and a school paper. How 
do those items remind you of some way that God has blessed you? Invite your family members to add 
items to the basket, too. As you add each item to the basket, say, “Thank you, God.”  

Discussion Questions 

Are you surprised at some of the things you remembered?  

Why do you think it’s important to remember what God has done? 

Say a prayer with your family to thank God for your blessings 
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Other Events and Announcements   

Please Note:  In-person events are currently on hold with the  
 exception of Sunday morning worship, Alcoholics  
 Anonymous and Scouts. 

• Sunday School every Sunday at 9:00 AM 

 

• Worship Services every Sunday at 10:00 AM and on Facebook 
Live 

 

• Adult Sunday School 8:30 AM 

 

• Anchored Youth Group every Sunday at 5:00 PM 

 

• Alcoholics Anonymous every Monday and Thursday at 8:00 PM 

 

• Leadership Team Meeting—December 2, 2020 at 6:00 PM 

 

• Holy Communion every first Sunday of the month 

 

  

Our Staff— 

Pastor:  David Roach 

droach4@me.com 

 

Office Administrator:   

Linda Watkins 

lindawakins1952@gmail.com 

 

Lay Leader:  Steve Cox 

stevecox2811@yahoo.com 

 

Custodian:  Brian Bailey 

 

Contact Us— 

 

Phone:  (740) 753-1939 

Address:   
205 West Columbus St. 
Nelsonville, OH  45764 

Website: 

fumcnelsonville.org 

 

Facebook: 

@FUMNelsonville 

 

Instagram: 

@fumcnelsonville 
Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts 

If you have any questions about Cub Scouts, contact Dave Loge 

(740) 707-1630 or Jeremy Boggs (740) 856-2795 or Dee Dee 

Loge (740) 707-5318. 

 

Common Line Editor and Designer:  Linda Watkins 

Individuals Contributing Photos and Content for this issue:   

Rev. David Roach, Rev. Ann Marie Carley, Trisha Dean, Dave Loge, 

Debbie Cox, Amy McCulloch, Mary K. Walsh, Steve Cox, Myrtle 

Wharton, Ainsley Kuhn, Dorothy Gettle, Betty Jo Parsley, Kelly  

Morman, Brian Bailey, Karen Campbell and Sandy King. 

The Leadership Team continues to monitor COVID levels. Any chang-
es in programming including in-person worship will be posted on the 
website, Facebook, FUMC office phone message and will be sent via 
email to those for whom we have email addresses.   We are also seek-
ing additional greeters for Sunday mornings to help meet COVID  
protocols and give a warm welcome to all.  Let the church office know 
if you are Interested in helping or need more information.  


