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FOR THE TRUTH 

FOR THE WORLD 

FOR THE GLORY OF GOD 

The Noodle Makers 

Nearly a dozen volunteers arrived early February 22 to make 84 pounds of noodles 

now stored in the freezer.   Karen Campbell thanked all who helped and said “We’re 

glad to have them in the freezer and we’ll wait until the time is right to plan an event 

to serve them for a good cause.”   
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“For the joy that was set before Him, Jesus endured the cross, despising the shame, and now sits at the 
right hand of the throne of God.”   Hebrews 12:2 

Joy … now that’s not normally an emotion we tend to associate with the cross!  Anguish, pain, suffering, 
humiliation, death … those things fit right in with how we envision Jesus’ crucifixion!  But Joy??  How 
could that possibly be?? 

But that’s clearly what the Bible tells us in Hebrews 12:2. So let’s take just a few moments to try to  
understand and perhaps see if there isn’t a lesson to be learned here.  To do that, let’s begin by wrestling 
with Jesus’ motivation to willingly go to the cross. 

And the first thing to realize is that Jesus did indeed wrestle with that decision.  It wasn’t an easy one for 
him to make.  After all … he was fully human.  And no human being wants to die an agonizing death.  No 
one looks forward to pain and suffering.  So it should come as no surprise that Jesus asked repeatedly in 
the Garden of Gethsemane for his Heavenly Father to “Let this cup pass from me.”  (Matthew 26:39) 

So how did Jesus find the strength and motivation to go through with it?  That’s where the “Joy” comes in.  
Not the joy he would find in the pain and suffering … but in the joy that he would experience in what his 
sacrifice would produce! 

You see, the joy that the writer of the book of Hebrews is referring to here is the joy that Jesus would find 
in our redemption that his death on the cross would bring to us!  Jesus understood that the end result would 
be well worth his sacrifice!  

He felt that you and I were worth it!  You and I, and all people, as a result of him going to the cross, would 
now be able to enter into a personal and intimate relationship with God.  And that was the Joy that gave 
Jesus the strength and the motivation to go to the cross.  “For the Joy that was set before him” … You and 
I are that joy!! 

Now I don’t know about you, but for me that’s a pretty humbling thought.  That Jesus would love us 
enough that he would set aside the splendor of heaven, come into this broken and messy world, and give 
his life on a cross … just to experience the joy of being in a relationship with people like you and me!  
Now that’s pretty amazing!! 

“Greater love has no one than to give their life for another.”  John 15:13 

“For the joy that was set before him …”   You and I … we are the joy of the cross! 

 

Walking the Journey with You, 

 

Pastor Dave 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR DAVE 
 

The Joy of the Cross?? 
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Mackenzie Perry’s Project Benefits the Homeless 

Ohio University student Mackenzie Perry is a Nelsonville native, a graduate of Nelsonville-York High School 

and grew up in FUMC Nelsonville.   Mackenzie puts her talent and energy to work through programs that help 

eliminate the stigma of being homeless and provide resources for Timothy House, a project of Good Works, Inc. 

that serves the homeless in Athens County.   Mackenzie and FUMC Education Director Ainsley Kuhn are  

planning an opportunity to present her program to children at church.  When asked if there was a specific  

instance that drew her to this cause, she said “I realized how this can impact anyone at any stage of life and  

anywhere. It demonstrated that the struggles and issues others are facing are not always visible. This experience 

taught me to always approach people with empathy, as this is the best tool we have to understand and relate to 

others.”  Mackenzie is the daughter of church treasurer Steve Perry and his wife Trisha.   

 

 

Reprinted from Athens Messenger front page. January 12, 2021 
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Scouts Volunteer at Food Cupboard 

Saturdays in February and March all members of 
the FUMC Boy Scout Troop take turns working 
several at a time to earn their community service 
hours. At the Nelsonville Food Cupboard, the 
Scouts restock shelves, pack boxes for clients 
and spread cheer.   

After the Scouts complete their commitment later 
this month, FUMC is exploring sending other 
interested volunteers from the church to take the 
place of the Scouts on Saturdays.  If you are  
interested in learning  more about the  
opportunity, call the church office. 

 

The first team of Scouts performing  

community service at the Food Cupboard 

includes (left to right) Django Sow,  

Trevor Boggs and Brandon O’Rourke. 

Scout Court of Honor 

A Boy Scout Troop Court of Honor was held 
January 18 to announce and present the most 
recent awards earned by the Scouts.  Cooking 
merit badges were awarded to Eli Herzog, 
Grady Carlson, Leighton Loge, Logan Osborn, 
Logan Meek, Morrison Williams, and Noah 
Loge.  Those earning the Scout Rank were 
Bradyn O'Rourke, Chandus Hatcher, Django 
Sow, Jacob Varner and Trevor Boggs.   Grady 
Carlson and Noah Loge earned the Second 
Class Rank. 

Scouts Winter Adventure 

An overnight trip to Summit National Scout Base 
in Glen Jean, West Virginia and Winterplace Ski 
area provided much needed outdoor exercise and 
adventure for the FUMC Scout Troop.  The  
February trip included skiing, snowboarding and 
zip lining.   Leader Dave Loge described the  
activity as “both fun and skill building for the 
Scouts.   The trip provided a much-needed getaway 
for our kids who have been limited for a year in 
what they can do and where they can go because of 
COVID.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scouts in zipline gear. 

Morrison Williams and Noah Loge on a  

breathtaking three-quarter mile ride. 

(continued on p. 5) 
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(Continued from p. 4) 

Snow boarders Eli Herzog, Noah Loge, Chandus Hatcher 

and Logan Meek. 

Django Sow and Grady Carlson hit 

the ski slope. 

Kids Connection Is Back 

We welcomed back Kids Connection, Sunday, March 14th.  Going forward, 

each Sunday, children, Pre-K through grade six. who attend church with their 

parents, grandparents or other guardians are invited and will be excused  

midway through our service to join other children in the Ballard Fellowship 

Hall for Christian learning and activities planned just for them.  Tables will be 

appropriately spaced and the children will wear masks.  Siblings can share tables. The children will be  

dismissed to return to the sanctuary before the close of our service.     

Education Director Ainsley Kuhn along with Dee Dee Loge are leading sessions during the first weeks.   

Volunteer are needed to host and help plan future Sundays  on a rotating basis.  Please contact Ainsley, 

Dee Dee or the church office if you can help or need more information.     

A group of eight Scouts enjoyed the trip, front row, left to right,  

Chandus Hatcher, Trevor Boggs, Eli Herzog, Noah Loge, back 

row,  Morrison Williams, Logan Meek, Django Sow, Grady 

Carlson.  
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Our Lenten Journey and Easter Lilies  
 

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday on March 28 and  
culminates with Easter Sunday celebration of the joy of  
resurrection on April 4.    
 
Good Friday remembrance will include a walk to the  
Nelsonville Cross.  The April 2 walk begins at 5:15 p.m. at 
Tri-County Community Action, 50 St. Charles St. where parking is available.  The somewhat strenuous 
10 minute walk up the hill will require sturdy shoes.   All ages are welcome.  For more details, contact 
Dee Dee Loge or the church office.   The walk will be canceled by inclement weather.  
 
Easter lilies will decorate the chancel area on Easter Sunday  and may be ordered in honor or memory of 
people in your life.   Please contact the church office to place orders by March 22. The cost is $10 per lily.  
Order forms will also be available on Sunday mornings.  
 
Please join us for worship, celebration and reflection at any and all of these services.  Palm Sunday and 
Easter services are available in person or on Facebook Live.    

More than $600 collected for Pregnancy Resource Center 

Twenty baby bottles filled with checks, bills and coins, plus donations directly to the 

church, resulted in just over $600 collected in our annual February drive for the  

Pregnancy Resource Center (PRC) baby bottle campaign that provides resources for 

mothers and babies in Athens County.  FUMC liaison with PRC, Debbie Cox, said 

PRC leaders responded, “We are so very thankful for the continued support from our 

friends at Nelsonville FUMC.”   Debbie also shared that talks and plans are underway to establish a satellite 

PRC  center located in FUMC to more directly serve families in need in Nelsonville.    

On the Road Again 

Pastor Dave and Linda Roach delivered Valentine greetings 

and porch visits to some of those in our congregation who have 

been unable to attend or are at-risk coming to church during 

the winter weather or the pandemic.    

If you or someone you know needs a visit or conversation with 

Pastor Dave, please let the church office know.  Pastor Dave 

and Linda consider it a blessing to be of service where they are 

needed.  

Our Sympathy To -- 
The family of Carol Sue 

Hartman of Logan,  

formerly of Nelsonville, 

who passed away  

February 8, 2021.  Services were February 12 

with Pastor David Roach officiating 

Envelope Enclosed 

The enclosed envelope is a reminder 

that expenses and the work of the 

church go on.  Thank you for giving and serving in 

whatever way you can.  Please feel free to use the 

envelope to share your thoughts,  
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An Easter Recipe: Resurrection Rolls 

Ingredients:  

Marshmallows 

Pillsbury Crescent Rolls 

Butter 

Cinnamon 

Sugar 

Ask an adult to preheat the oven according to the directions on the roll package and melt the butter in the 
microwave. Coat your muffin tin with nonstick cooking spray. Combine cinnamon and sugar together in a 
bowl (equal parts, or a bit more sugar) 
 

Look at a white marshmallow. It represents Jesus- pure and sinless. Unfortunately, even though  
Jesus was perfect, there were people who did not like Him. They crucified Him on a cross and left 
Him there to die.  

Roll your marshmallow in melted butter, and then in the cinnamon/sugar mixture. 
 

Jesus’ friends and family were very sad when Jesus died. They loved Him. They wanted Him to be 
alive. They were sad and confused. But what Jesus’ friends didn’t know was that Jesus didn’t JUST 
die. He also took all of our sins (the bad things we do) upon Himself. He took our punishment so we 
wouldn’t have to! See how the cinnamon looks dirty on the marshmallow? That represents our sin 
that Jesus took away when He died for US.  

Carefully wrap your marshmallow in a crescent roll, and carefully seal every seam.  
 

Jesus’ friends and family buried Him in a tomb and closed the door tight with a huge rock. This 
crescent roll represents Jesus’ tomb. Can you see the marshmallow in there? Probably not. It’s 
sealed up tightly, and nothing can get in or out. 

 Repeat this process until you have enough rolls to fill the muffin tin. Ask an adult to put them in the oven 
until browned (see package for suggested time) 
 

Three days later, some of Jesus’ friends and family went back to his tomb. They wanted to put some 
oil and spices on His body. But when they came to his tomb, they saw the most incredible thing! Do 
you know what it was? When your rolls are cool, cut one open! Can you still see the marshmallow? 
The tomb was empty, too! Jesus came back from the dead and He’s still alive today, watching over 
us and helping take care of us from Heaven! 
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Other Events and Announcements   

Please Note:  In-person events other than worship and Alcoholics  
Anonymous are currently on hold.   

 

• Worship Services every Sunday at 10:00 AM and on  
Facebook Live 

 

• Adult Sunday School 8:30 AM 

 

• Anchored Youth Group every Sunday at 5:00 PM 

 

• Alcoholics Anonymous every Monday and Thursday at 8:00 PM 

 

• Leadership Team Meeting—April 7, 2021 at 6:00 PM 

 

• Holy Communion every first Sunday of the month 

 

 

  

Our Staff— 

Pastor:  David Roach 

droach4@me.com 

 

Office Administrator:   

Linda Watkins 

lindawatkins1952@gmail.com 

 

Lay Leader:  Steve Cox 

stevecox2811@yahoo.com 

 

Custodian:  Brian Bailey 

 

Contact Us— 

 

Phone:  (740) 753-1939 

Address:   
First United Methodist Church 
205 West Columbus St. 
Nelsonville, OH  45764 

Website: 

fumcnelsonville.org 

 

Facebook: 

@FUMNelsonville 

 

Instagram: 

@fumcnelsonville 

Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts 

If you have questions about Scouts, contact Dave Loge  

(740) 707-1630 or Jeremy Boggs (740) 856-2795 or Dee Dee 

Loge (740) 707-5318. 

 

Common Line Editor and Designer:  Linda Watkins 

Individuals Contributing Photos and Content for this issue:   

Rev. David Roach, Trisha Dean, Dave Loge, Mary K. Walsh, Steve 

Cox, Ainsley Kuhn, Steve Perry, Debbie Cox, Mackenzie Perry, Karen 

Campbell, Tamra Ansel, Patsy Clark and Dee Dee Loge 

The Leadership Team continues to monitor COVID levels. Any changes in 
programming including in-person worship will be posted on the website, 
Facebook, FUMC office phone message and will be sent via email to those 
for whom we have email addresses.   We are also seeking additional  
greeters for Sunday mornings to help meet COVID protocols and give a 
warm welcome to all.  Let the church office know if you are interested in 
helping or need more information.  


