
      

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The Common Line 
Children in Church 

By Leah Banik 

One thing I hear quite often from parents is, “I’m afraid to come to church 
because I don’t know if people will accept my wild and crazy kids.” I always 
respond by letting them know how wild and crazy my kids are and that 
FUMC Nelsonville has accepted them just fine.  
A lot of times I think parents worry about trying to keep their kids still and 
quiet and that they’ll be whining that they’re bored for an hour. I don’t feel 
like that’s an issue here. As soon as we walk in the doors my kids grab one 
of the children’s bulletin clip boards and a snack. We take a seat and they 
sit in the pew coloring one of the faith-based coloring pages from the 
bulletin. Then it’s time for Children’s Moments, my kids’ favorite part. They 
walk to the front of the church, sit on the steps, usually they’re wiggling all 
over the place, and they learn from one of the teachers that week. After 
they’re finished, you should hear the rumble from them running to the back, 
busting through the doors to Kids Connection. 
Kids Connection is another great opportunity for kids in our church. Usually 
they receive another lesson and quite often do a craft. They have even 
helped collect canned and boxed food for the food pantry. 
The children join their families back in the sanctuary just in time for our last 
song. You see, there’s room for everyone in church, even the little ones. So 
next time someone mentions that they’re nervous to bring their kids to 
church, remind them that we will always have something to keep them 
interested and they’ll even learn a few things! 

James 1:19 KJV 
19 Wherefore, my 

beloved brethren, let 
every man be swift 

to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to 

wrath; 
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Mystery Solved 
By Mary K. Walsh 

Where was our first wooden church built in 
1838?  The printed history of the FUMCN 
was unclear.  The 1883 History of the 
Hocking Valley answers the question, “It was 
a frame building 40 by 60 feet in dimensions, 
situated where the present church building 
now stands . . . The old church was replaced 
by the new one in 1877, which is a very fine 
structure, costing about $20,000.”  The little 
church sat on the same site (58 Jefferson 
Street today) where the second church was 
begun in 1876 and finally completed in 1886. 
The church, built of bricks made in Frog 
Hollow, towered over the area.   
 
No one is alive today who can recall the first 
church, but the second church is 
remembered by some.    
  
Patsy Clark recalls “the extra wide steps 
leading up to the front of the church and we 
used those front steps for high school band 
pictures every year.”  The steps were often 
used for group pictures of a variety of clubs 
and organizations around town because of 
their capacity to hold more than 100 people 
easily.   
 
Karen Campbell remembers “the two sets of 
winding stairs with wide wood trim inside 
leading to the second-floor sanctuary.  
Downstairs were mint green sliding dividers 
on tracks that changed the social rooms into 
about eight classrooms and a choir room.   
When opened, you could serve sit-down 
dinner for 125 people.  We girls helped to 
serve dinners wearing our black skirts and 
white blouses and our mothers and 
grandmothers were cooking in the kitchen.”  
  
Ann Nixon volunteered in the nursery 
classroom just inside the north door.  She 
also mentioned the winding steps that were 
too narrow to step on one side and too wide 
on the other, “you had to step in the center.   
One woman caught her heel and rolled down 
the stairway.  Fortunately, she was OK.”  
 

At the top of those stairs, Patsy envisions 
“the extra thick rope that hung from the bell 
tower, Winnie Howe was usually the one to 
ring it.  He would let boys help.  They would 
hang on to the rope and be pulled off their 
feet.  One day Nick Ogg was helping to ring 
the bell and the rope broke.”   Our printed 
church history says the bell weighed more 
than 4,000 pounds.    
 
We’re fortunate today to have a church 
accessible to all and a reliable heating 
system rather than cantankerous boilers that 
didn’t always fire up on Sunday mornings.  
Some things are the same.   Like yesterday, 
we too have a congregation helping each 
other grow in Christian love.  

 

Methodist Episcopal Church, the first church 
building of any denomination in Nelsonville, 
circa 1838 
 

Methodist Episcopal Church, foundation laid in 
1876 
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A special message— 
God Works for Good 

By Steve McGuire 

 
 

 

I remember seeing a bug on my porch back in early January.  I said: “That’s just not right.”  Bugs aren’t out in 
January in Ohio.  But he was.  It had been a mild winter up to that point.  I don’t think we knew what was about to 
happen to our weather but it all changed and we have had something more like our kind of winter—not as severe as 
many, mind you.  First the temperatures fell and the snow came.  Then the warm-up and rain.  The temps dropped 
again, this time hitting nearly 10 below plus wind.  Then the warm-up and rain.  Now again, the temps have dropped 
and the strong winds are blowing.  The complaint these days is that our winter is just hanging on.  It won’t go away.   
Life can be much like our weather.  Things can be mild but then become stormy all of a sudden.  There might be 
some signs of improvement but then the bottom seems to fall out from under us again.  On we go with the fickle 
unpredictability of our circumstances.  And sometimes the difficulty and pain just hangs on.  It seems it won’t ever 
go away.    
I recently read the story of Joseph in Genesis 37-50.  It’s a beautiful story that spans about 22 years.  Joseph 
experienced the tragedy of rejection and betrayal by family members and employers—and he was forgotten by his 
friends.  But the story repeatedly reminds us of two things going on in Joseph’s life. 1] God was with Joseph.  2] 
Joseph learned to see his life beyond what people did to him.  He recognized God’s hand in everything—even the 
bad things done to him by others.  He knew that God was not only present but working to bring about good in his 
life.  The story ends with Joseph’s restoration to his family and their sharing in forgiveness and the blessings of 
God.   They all knew that God had used Joseph to protect and preserve the entire family.  
God wants to do the same for us.  And he will if we live in his presence and learn to look for the good, he is doing all 
the time.    
 

 

 

The Living Bible 
Submitted by Shirley Fink 

Colossians 3:13-15 
Be Gentle and ready to forgive. Never hold 
grudges. Remember, the Lord forgave you 
so you must forgive others— most of all, let 
love guide your life, for then the whole church 
will stay together in perfect harmony. Let the 
peace of heart which comes from Christ be 
always present in your hearts and lives, for 
this is your responsibility and privilege as 
members of his body, and always be 
thankful.  
 

Trustee Report 
Spring is coming!!  It’s time for us to start 
looking at some outdoor projects to continue 
to beautification of our properties.  Do you 
have a green thumb?  We could use some 
help developing a landscaping plan for our 
church and for the parsonage.   

Multiple remodel projects will be happening 
soon at the parsonage and the church.  
Please let one of us know if you would be 
interested in contributing to one of these  

 

projects either with your labor, your insight 
or even a financial gift.   

The Trustees also continue to research 
way to raise funds to replace the roof at the 
church.  Please let us know if you have an 
idea.  We are open to all suggestions. 

Blessings to you all, 
 
David Loge – Chair, Trustee Committee 
Ben Robey – Trustee 
Cort Forgrave – Trustee 
Adam Carlson - Trustee 
 

 
Living in Joy 

(Please see attached article) 
 

This month’s featured testimony is from the 
wonderfully talented, Judy Barber. We 

hope you enjoy everything she shares with 
you.  

 
 



      

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Staff— 
Interim Pastor: Steve McGuire  

smcguire@wocumc.org 

Office Administrator: Leah Banik 

leahbanik8620@gmail.com 

Lay Leader: Steve Cox 

stevecox2811@yahoo.com 

Custodian: Brian Bailey 

Education Director: Ainsley Kuhn 

ainsleyk13@gmail.com 

 

Website: 

fumcnelsonville.org 

Facebook: 

@FUMCNelsonville 

Instagram: 

@fumcnelsonville 

 

 

 

 

 

FUMC Nelsonville 
205 West Columbus St 
Nelsonville, Ohio 
 45764 

 

“God’s work done 
in God’s way will 
never lack God’s 

supplies.” 
 

-Hudson Taylor 
 
 

Sunday School every Sunday at 
9 AM. 
 
Worship services every Sunday 
at 10 AM. 
 
Anchored Youth Group every 
Sunday at 5 PM. 
 
AA every Monday and Thursday 
at 8 PM.  
 
March 10th- Homestyle noodle 
and mashed potato lunch. Cost 
is by donation and all proceeds 
benefit the Anchored Youth 
mission trip.  
 
March 27th- Leadership Team 
Meeting 6 PM. 

Other Events and Announcements 

Cub Scouts Schedule 
 

Wolf: Sundays at 4PM; Dee Dee Loge (740) 707-5318 
Bear: Mondays at 6PM; Ryan Harris (937) 902-9609 
Webelos 1: Every other Tuesday at 6PM; Zach Odenthal (740) 707-
7035 
Webelos 2: Sundays at 6PM; Zach Odenthal (740) 707-7035 

 
*If you have any questions about Cub Scouts, you can always contact Dee Dee or 

Dave Loge (740) 707-1630 

Happy Birthday, Lucille! 

Last month on February 1st, 
Lucille Steenrod turned 105! 
She celebrated by gathering 
with friends who delivered gifts 
and cards. Happy birthday, 
Lucille, from everyone at FUMC 
Nelsonville! 



The highlight of my week as a child was going to 
Sunday School. I loved it!! As I became a 
preteen/teenager, I was active in anything that was 
going on at church. I often heard that everyone 
was a sinner and needed to ask God for 
forgiveness, and that I should give Him my heart. 
 
I began noticing how happy people were that loved 
God. They smiled a lot, and I knew I wanted to be 
like that, too. 
 
During a revival, the preacher asked if anyone 
would like to give their heart to God, or to accept 
Jesus as their personal savior. I wanted that. 
 
But first I knew my sins needed to be forgiven. 
 
I confessed that I was sorry for the things I had 
done wrong. I wanted Him to live in my heart, so 
from that time on, He has always been with me. 

I remember the following day, sitting in my study 
hall.  The windows were open and the sun was 
shining, and it seemed so much brighter. I could 
hear the birds singing so sweetly, and really loud. In 
those moments, I felt God was very near to me. 
 
There were several positive role models in my life: 
my preacher's wife, Sunday school teachers, music 
teachers, and family members, and they all loved 
God. 
 
Lessons they taught me still come to mind today, 
like to have "Joy" in my heart: Jesus first, Others 
second, and Yourself last." 
 
Or, there's the popular phrase to ask when I don't 
know which other way to turn: "What would Jesus 
do?" 
 
Having Jesus in my heart as a sounding board helps 
when I have questions or when any situation comes 
up that I don't know what to do in.  
 
Believing that God is ALWAYS with me and NEVER 
leaves me is quite a gift.  I know He loves me and 
always forgives me for my mistakes when I ask. 

Judy Barber

M A R C H  2 0 1 9  S T O R Y   T W O  

LIVING IN JOY

"His presence is closer than my 
heart, and that gives me peace."



VIETNAM 
VETERAN 
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Trisha and her siblings recently 
embarked on a road trip to 
commemorate their dad in one of 
his favorite places--Washington D.C. 

I could tell you how God was with me during the 
death of our twins and family members, or how 
our business burned to the ground, or that our 
home flooded. 
 
But all that is important is that with God's help, we 
survived. Everyone has troubles, but God has 
always been with me. I treasure the people He has 
brought into my life, at just the time that I needed 
them. 
 

Sometimes I worry, and when I do, that proves to 
me that my focus still needs some adjustment. 
When I do focus and trust completely on God, I 
know everything will go according to His plan. 
 
I believe His love for me means eternal life. It 
means a life without pain or tears. Someday, I shall 
see Him and be in His presence to worship and 
praise him forever and ever. 

Judy is a member of our 
Queen Esther class, plays 

the organ and piano for 
us on Sunday mornings, 

and spends her time 
joyfully sewing quilts for 

any occasion. She enjoys 
being with her family and 
worshiping God, and is a 

joy to be around for all 
that know her.

ABOUT JUDY 

I am JUDY BARBER, of nelsonville first, 

and this is my story.  

F I R S T  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  O F  N E L S O N V I L L E  
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