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Food Cupboard Campaign 

The first delivery of $200 worth of food 

and supplies is delivered to Nelsonville 

Food Cupboard.  The “Breakfast, Bath 

and PBJ” campaign continued in May.  

Donations payable to the church via 

check or through the FUMC website 

will be matched.  Pictured left to right, Dee Dee Loge making delivery to 

Food Cupboard volunteers Margaret Sheskey and Lora Blankenship. 

 

Popular Facebook Worship Service Continues, Church  

Reopening Begins  

The Leadership Team has conducted two detailed meetings to plan the 

slow re-opening of church for public worship.   Guided by the UMC Con-

ference document “COVID-Safe Church Guidelines 2020”, church open-

ing was scheduled for June 7 with details shared during online worship, 

via email and on social media.  Necessary precautions such as wearing 

masks and keeping social distance are in effect.  A team of volunteers san-

itizes surfaces and guides worshipers to pews that are appropriately dis-

tant.  Congregants who wish to attend are asked to bring and wear masks 

and carry and use hand sanitizer, augmenting the supply the church will 

have in prominent locations.    

Pastor Steve McGuire describes the unusual circumstances, “Never did I 

imagine I would say to a congregation that you don’t need to come to 

church on a regular basis.  But for those who feel vulnerable or unsure, it 

is just fine to stay home and worship online.  We also realize there are 

some who need to be in the presence of a community of worshipers.    We 

want to meet the needs of all to the best of our ability.”  

If you are planning to attend, and can let us know it would be appreciated.  

Church leaders invite you to call the church office (740-753-1939 from 

9:00-1:00, Tuesday through Thursday) during the week to let us know how 

many will attend with you and we’ll make a place for you.  For those not 

ready to come in the building and for those who are joining our services 

from afar, worship will continue each Sunday on Facebook.   
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FUMC Nelsonville Honors Our 
2020 Graduates (High School & 
College) 

Mackenzie Campbell:  Macken-
zie plans to attend Ohio Universi-
ty to major in Education to be-
come a primary school teacher. 

 

Corinne Jones:  Corinne is the 
Salutatorian of NYHS.  She will 
be pursuing a bachelor’s degree in 
public health with a global health 
certificate at Ohio University.  
Corinne is a member of St. Mary 
of The Hills Catholic Church and 
has participanted in Nelsonville 
FUMC youth projects. 

Allison Loge:  Allison will attend 
Bowling Green State University in 
the Fall as a deciding student. 

 

 

Grace Sinnott:  Grace will attend 
West Virginia University and 
major in Biochemistry with hopes 
of getting into medical school to 
major in neurology. 

 

Emily McCullough:  Emily re-
ceived her Bachelor’s in Biology 
from Ohio University with a mi-
nor in English Literature.  She 
plans to continue working at 
Holzer while attending grad 
school to become a Physicians 
Assistant. 

 

Kelly Dee Forgrave:  Kelly re-
ceived her Master’s in Curricu-
lum and Instruction from Ohio 
University.  She plans to continue 
teaching as a Math Intervention 
Specialist with Tri-County Career 
Center in Nelsonville. 

Message From Pastor Steve McGuire 

 
I BELIEVE IN THE FUTURE 

 
There are so many things presently happening that have a huge 
impact on our future.  The virus has raised serious health con-
cerns for so many.  Our work is impacted greatly and who knows 
how the economy will recover.  We have recently celebrated stu-
dent graduations at all levels and encouraged them as they move 
forward in life.  A major turning point for Rose and me is that we 
will be saying our good-byes and moving from NFUMC.  Things 
like this bring anxious moments and stress hangs in the air.   
 
With all of that, I want to say above all, I believe in the future.  A 
firm belief in the future is a thoroughly biblical and Christian con-
viction.  Put another way, it is unchristian to not believe in a fu-
ture ruled by God and shaped by his good purposes.   This hope in 
God’s future unfolds through the entire Bible, from Genesis to 
Revelation.  Among the records of life and death in Genesis 5, 
there was Enoch, who walked with God and did not die.  Ecclesi-
astes gives a firm correction to the skeptical notion that we live, 
die—and that’s it.  A suffering Job dares to hold firmly to the no-
tion that he will see God after he dies.  Jesus and the New Testa-
ment writers put it all into clearer focus, stressing the fact and 
nature of Christ’s bodily resurrection and the future it promises to 
all who are joined to him by faith.  Paul goes to far as to say that 
if there is no resurrection for the believer then we might as well 
shut down and live as if nothing matters.   
 
Perhaps it has crossed your mind that many people are living just 
that way.  It seems that many live as if neither God nor hope are 
realities at all.  But this is not the way a Christian is to think and 
live.  We see time and history moving ahead.  There is more to 
come.  God is still working to accomplish his purpose.  He is not 
finished with you and me.  Christ is eternal and as we are attached 
to him, we have a future because He has a future.  His resurrec-
tion guarantees it.   
 
Let me be clear.  The fact that there is a bright future hope for us 
does not remove the importance of making good and right deci-
sions.  We do not merely brush aside our responsibilities and say, 
“Well, Jesus will work it out.”  I would suggest that since we 
know something of what the future holds, it makes those deci-
sions more meaningful and important.  We have some clear ideas 
of what God wants to do.  So present decisions should be consid-
ered in light of how they look against the backdrop of Christ’s 
future reign in a new creation.   
 
Nelsonville FUMC, I can say with grace and encouragement, “In 
Christ, you have a future!”  Look to Him.  Be prayerful.  Be dis-
cerning.   Hear God’s voice in the Scriptures.  Listen and look for 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Seek to do God’s will on earth as 
it is done in heaven.   Trust Christ to take you personally and cor-
porately into a bright and productive future.   
 
God bless you all.  Sincerely 
 
Steve  
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Two days in early May are set aside across the country 

for recognizing the importance of nurses and teachers 

in our country.   In no other year were Teacher Appre-

ciation Day and Nurses Appreciation Day more need-

ed and more poignant.   The FUMC website and Face-

book page recognized these events and the following 

expands our gratitude for those among us who fill 

those roles.  In a congregation survey earlier this year, 

a recurring theme from respondents was the abun-

dance of dedicated teachers and youth leaders who 

make FUMC their church home and how much we 

appreciate the way they shape our church, our commu-

nity and the possibilities they bring for the future.  

The Late Betty Devol, Registered Nurse 

Beloved church member Betty Devol 

passed away May 9.  Betty graduated vale-

dictorian of Murray City High School in 

the Class of 1947. She was accepted into White Cross 

Hospital School of Nursing in Columbus, where she 

graduated May 1950.  She and her husband Gene  

Devol experienced a Navy life of adventure that in-

cluded her working as a nurse in all states where they 

were stationed; Virginia, Maryland, Washington, 

D.C., California, and Hawaii.  After settling in Ohio, 

she worked at Mt. St. Mary Hospital and for the State 

of Ohio Department of Health.  She and Gene were 

active in churches everywhere they lived.  Betty read 

the Bible through seventeen times during her life.  She 

supported causes and missions of FUMC including the 

Nelsonville Food Cupboard and church leaders have 

chosen to give donations from our May campaign 

“Breakfast, Bath and PBJ” in memory of Betty 

Trisha Dean, Pre-Kindergarten Teacher & Admin-

istrator, Nelsonville Presbyterian Pre-K Program 

Since the March shutdown Trisha has prepared work-
sheets, scavenger hunts and fun activities to do at 
home.  She posted them through Facebook and com-
municated with parents.  Trisha shared, “Being a 
teacher of 4 and 5 year olds, we depend on face-to-
face contact and repetitive actions, which the quaran-
tine has made hard to do.  Between Zoom, videos and 
pictures of each other, we stay connected electronical-
ly.   We hold out hope for a new beginning, albeit far 
from normal, start to the next year.” 

Debbie Cox, MSN, RN, CNE Assistant Professor of 

Instruction Ohio University Health Sciences 

Transitioning courses Debbie teaches, such as Founda-
tions of Nursing, Clinical Judgment and Dosage Calcula-
tions, to on-line learning brought on 12 hour work days.  
It wasn’t only the course work but the extra support stu-
dents needed that added to the load.  Debbie  
described her days, “I have 130 panicked students who 
require much communication.”  Debbie also assisted with 
getting 95 senior nursing students ready to graduate early 
and gain temporary licensing so they could begin work-
ing to help during the pandemic. 
 

Tina McWilliams, Director of Special Programs, Nel-

sonville-York City Schools 

Tina called these challenging times that have revealed 
home-town heroes from teachers to school custodians 
bagging lunches for kids, teleconferencing and  
Facetiming to stay in touch, sometimes revealing gaps in 
basic needs.  Tina tells of a student who called to say, “I 
just wanted to let you know that I’m OK, but I won’t be 
doing any school work.”  Even with distribution of lap-
tops, the student didn’t have the resources such as inter-
net and infrastructure to work from home.  Tina summed 
it up, “The district has worked diligently to provide inter-
net and paper copies of school work to try to keep stu-
dents engaged.  It’s really been a time of coming together 
and putting the needs of the children first while remem-
bering to maintain the health and safety of the adults.  It’s 
made us all appreciate time together.” 
 
Jacci Clark, 9th-12th Grade Intervention  

Specialist, Nelsonville-York High School 

Jacci tells us, “I've learned a lot about virtual learning 
tools that I never thought I'd need to know! It's been 
strange and unsettling not being able to see the students 
in person through this. I'm used to students needing a lot 
of support, but it's been something getting adjusted to 
working on their schedules, not mine. Emails, texts, as-
signments, and comments come in at all hours, from the 
students that have access to do that! It's also impressive 
how much gratitude students and families show for a sim-
ple call or email just to check on how they're doing.” 
 
 
 

APPRECIATING TEACHERS AND NURSES NOW MORE THAN EVER  
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Appreciating Teachers and Nurses (continued) 

Ainsley Kuhn, 3rd Grade Teacher, Nelsonville-

York Elementary School 

From Ainsley, “Not seeing my kids every day was 
hard, but one thing that kept me going was Google 
Hangouts. I used it to video chat with my students. We 
played games together and had show and tell. The stu-
dents loved seeing their friends, too.”  
 
Becky Joyce, Senior English Teacher, Nelsonville-

York High School 

As did others, Becky shared that the transition to 
online learning was stressful, “We made it work. I was 
teaching College Credit Plus classes helping students 
understand and appreciate Shakespeare from the com-
puter screen. Students picked up jobs and maintained 
different schedules, so I avoided Zoom meetings. Oth-
er challenges are completing the yearbooks and worry-
ing about seniors getting to experience their senior 
year.  We learned how many students don't have sup-
port at home, whether that is food, internet or parental 
support. A positive was that students communicated 
about books they're reading for pleasure. We had some 
wonderful discussions, and I added to my ‘to be read’ 
list.  As a parent, I was blessed with teachers who were 
on top of my kids' needs and found ways to show how 
much they care for them. NY is a wonderful communi-
ty!”  
 
Kim Resanovich, MSN, RN, Infusion RN at Ohio-

Health Cancer Care and Infusion Services, Athens 

A nurse for 29 years, protective equipment and hand 

hygiene are nothing new to Kim, but new norms of 

limiting visitors has been difficult.  As Kim tells it, 

“Family presence is a critical component in cancer 

treatment and outcomes.  Professionally, that has re-

quired enhanced therapeutic communication, critical 

thinking, and flexibility.   Also, borrowing language 

from a nurse colleague, I'd like to see increased public 

empathy - not just understanding - regarding CDC 

guidelines for emerging from lockdown, for example, 

wearing masks and other collective empathetic re-

sponses as a society.”  

 

 
 

Casey Cox, Language Arts Teacher, Nelsonville-

York High School  

Kaleigh Cox, Language Arts Teacher, River Val-

ley High School 

If COVID-19 didn't bring enough changes, imagine 
the Kaleigh and Casey Cox home where they wel-
comed baby girl Tanner Rea Cox while managing 
changes at school.  The Coxes tell us, “Life for us 
as teachers during this pandemic has certainly been 
different. It's been difficult not having face-to-face 
interaction with students on a daily basis, but we've 
both found little joys in the different ways we can 
help our students during this time. We've had to 
scale back the normal amount of work we assign, 
focusing on ways to make the schoolwork more 
manageable for students. All the while, we've been 
finishing house projects to prepare for baby Tanner, 
and Casey is still working on his Masters degree. 
He graduates at the end of summer! Now that  
Tanner's here and summer is officially here, we 
spend most of our time holding our little girl.” 
 
Sandy Covert, Spanish Teacher, Nelsonville-

York High School  

Reporting in for Sandy, her friend and colleague 

Becky Joyce says, “I’ve been impressed with Sandy 

and how she has calmly and gracefully handled the 

changes. She was so flexible and considerate of all 

her students, working to help them have options in 

their assignments and keeping them learning so they 

would be ready for the next level of Spanish when 

we go back to school. The love and care she has for 

others is a beautiful thing to see, and NY is lucky to 

have her.” 

Cort Forgrave, Science Teacher, Logan Hocking 

Middle School 

Cort lamented there is little energy in the way we 
are currently teaching and learning, “My job has 
changed in the sense that it is no longer a face to 
face exchange because we aren’t together in our 
classroom. That has to be the most challenging 
part.”  
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 Appreciating Teachers and Nurses (continued) 

 
Angie Bohyer, Nutrition Educator Culinary  

Services & Applied Health Science & Wellness, 

Ohio University 

 
 

 

Fran Garrett Bissell, Spanish Teacher and  

Andrew Bissell, RN 

Fran tells us that she and Andrew have moved to  
Vienna, WV to be closer to Andrew’s work as a nurse 
at Marietta Memorial Hospital where he has been 
working in their COVID unit.  She continues to teach 
Spanish remotely at Logan Christian School and  
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic School in Wellston.  Fran 
says, “We love and miss you all at FUMC Nelson-
ville!”    
 
Ben Robey, Fourth Grade Social Studies Teacher, 

Nelsonville-York Elementary 

As did others, Ben missed seeing his students daily 

and not being there for their everyday needs.  Ben 

spoke of the camaraderie of teachers working together 

preparing packets and lunches.  “I believe we deliv-

ered over 100,000 meals.  Another positive was be-

coming more familiar with the technological re-

sources available.  These resources will help me com-

municate with students and guardians better whether 

school gets back to normal or if changes need to be 

made.  I will implement these new strategies and 

forms of communication in my everyday teaching.  

The Zoom Meets and Google Meets have brought a 

new type of teacher, parent, and student connection.” 

Wayne Dicken, English Teacher and Volleyball 

Coach, Nelsonville-York High School 

Becky Dicken, Cosmetology Teacher, Tri County 

Career Center and Ohio University Cheer Coach 

Through all the education changes and adjustments, 

Becky and Wayne have been loyally serving every 

Sunday morning bringing us church online with their 

voices and skills “cheering” and “coaching” us to 

meet  today’s challenges for a better tomorrow. 

 

Kelly Forgrave, Math Intervention Specialist, Tri-

County Career Center, Nelsonville 

Kelly shared, “I’m not able to stay in constant contact 
with students. Whether that means just checking in to 
see how they are doing or to check up on understand-
ing content.” 
 

Micah Covert, School Board President, Nelsonville

-York City Schools and Tri-County Career Center 

As one of our church’s Sunday singers, Micah  

robustly praises God and it carries over to his dedica-

tion to education as he reminds us “Service to the 

lives of others, especially children, is both Christ-like 

and necessary. Our church family has always includ-

ed teachers of all kinds. And so today I am eternally 

grateful for God’s grace and for my brothers and sis-

ters in Christ who serve our students through the gift 

of teaching. While our work moves virtually for the 

time, we must remember those we serve in our pray-

ers. While students may not be in our care and 

schools, remember the Holy Spirit is with them al-

ways. And in all things, virtual or not, thank God for 

giving us the opportunities to plant seeds. In 1 Peter 

4:10, the Apostle writes ‘As each has received a gift, 

use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's 

varied grace’.” 

 

 

 

Angie Bohyer counsels Stu-

dent during normal times. 

As the nutrition educator, during normal times, Angie 
meets with students to discuss food labeling and offer 
nutrition counseling.  Future students of Ohio Univer-
sity reach out to her for detailed information about 
food allergens in the dining courts at Ohio Universi-
ty. Angie offered, “students with specific diet needs 
may be apprehensive of what is to come.  Normally I 
would meet with them in person. During the pandem-
ic it has been completely digital.   I love working with 
these students and I have found kindness goes a long 
way.”  
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New Roof Progress 

Campaign co-chair Dave Loge is busy working with 
lumber suppliers locating a provider of thick boards 
milled to the specifications needed.  Dave reports, “  
After checking with local sources and determining the 
kiln drying and milling process could be lengthy, I 
looked for more help to find a supplier. Special thanks 
to David Clark, our new trustee for cutting a sample 
board out of the roof for us to match.  Josh Woodburn, 
woodshop teacher at Nelsonville-York High School, 
who, after many phone calls, has found a possible pro-
vider for our project.  Josh has located Keim Lumber, 
an Amish Mill in Charm Ohio that has agreed to review 
the sample to see if they can mill for us in a timely 
manner to get our roof job going.”  Co-chair Tina 
McWilliams added that “Linda Watkins in our church 
office is busy sending thank you letters to those who 
have donated to the campaign which as of May 31 
stands at $27,620 raised.”  

 

David Clark Becomes New Trustee 

Joining FUMC trustees Ben Robey, Dave Loge and Cort Forgrave will 

be new member David Clark.   David  is the husband of long-time 

member Patsy Cox Clark.  He is coming to Nelsonville after a career 

of facilities management work for Northmont City Schools in Dayton, 

OH.  Upon retiring after 35 years as a teacher Patsy returned to life in Nelsonville after she and Da-

vid lived in Union, Ohio and Darke County for 30 years.   Now that Dave has retired and joins her 

here, he will put his skills to work helping our church, after serving as a trustee for Union United 

Methodist Church for several years.  Dave Loge, head trustee describes the primary role of the 

group “to  maintain our building and property, anticipating the needs of our facilities so that we are 

able make improvements economically before more costly repairs or replacements are needed.  We 

welcome Dave and all the knowledge he brings.”   Now that he is on-board, Dave Clark is excited 

to be back at Nelsonville First United Methodist and is looking forward to helping to keep our 

church a vital presence in the community. Thank you Dave and all our trustees who watch over our 

church home.    

To Make a pledge or donation to the Raise the Roof Campaign, find a pledge card at https://
www.fumcnelsonville.org.  Complete, indicating if your gift is in honor or memory of someone, 
and send to the church office.  You may also give via the church website, locate the tab On-line 
Giving. 

https://www.fumcnelsonville.org/
https://www.fumcnelsonville.org/
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Other Events and Announcements 

Please Note:  In-person events are currently on-hold 

 

Sunday School every Sunday at 9:00 AM 

 

Worship Services every Sunday at 10:00 AM 

And Live on Facebook 

 

Anchored Youth Group every Sunday at 5:00 PM 

 

AA every Monday and Thursday at 8:00 PM 

 

Leadership Team Meeting—TBA 

 

Holy Communion every first Sunday of the month 

 
 

  

Our Staff— 

Pastor:  Steve McGuire 

maxsmcguire@gmail.com 

 

Office Administrator:   

    Linda Watkins 

lindawatkins1952@gmail.com 

 

Lay Leader:  Steve Cox 

stevecox2811@yahoo.com 

 

Custodian:  Brian Bailey 

 

 

Contact Us— 

 

Phone:  (740) 753-1939 

Address:  205 West Columbus St. 

Nelsonville, OH  45764 

 

Website: 

fumcnelsonville.org 

 

Facebook: 

@FUMNelsonville 

 

Instagram: 

@fumcnelsonville 

Cub Scouts Schedule 

Wolf:  Sundays at 4:00 PM; Dee Dee Loge (740) 707-5318 

Bear:  Mondays at 6:00 PM; Ryan Harris (937) 902-9609 

Webelos 1:   Every other Tuesday at 6:00 PM; Jeremy Boggs  

 (740) 856-2795 

Webelos 2:  Sundays at 6:00 PM; Ryan Harris (937) 902-9609 

*If you have any questions about Cub Scouts, you can contact Dee Dee or Dave 

Loge (740) 707-7035 

 

Common Line Editor and Designer:  Linda Watkins 
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Dee Dee Loge, Steve Cox, Steve Perry, Pastor Steve McGuire,   

Mary K. Walsh 


