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FOR THE TRUTH 

FOR THE WORLD 

FOR THE GLORY OF GOD 

The Gifts We Gave    

Trisha and Nathan Dean  

delivered gifts to Stuart’s 

Opera House where The Hive  

volunteers sorted the materials 

for  distribution. 

 

FUMC and the congregation donated $1,000 in 
gifts and funds serving community needs at 
Christmas.    

The congregation’s collection for children at 

The Hive was facilitated by Trisha and Nathan 

Dean.  Donations included games, art supplies, 

personal care items, pajamas, blankets and 

sheets.   Dottie Fromal, director of The Hive, 

said, “Thank you so much for all of the amaz-

ing wonderful donations. You certainly made 

lots of kids and families happy last night. We 

had a few extra gifts left over and will be de-

livering those to our most vulnerable families 

next week on Christmas Eve. We never could 

have pulled this off without your help.”  The 

Hive serves 75 youth and is a program of Inte-

grated Services for Behavioral Health provid-

ing free, creative space for kids grades K - 12 

to safely “bee.”  

 

The Nelsonville-York High School National Honor Society organized a coat 

drive to serve students in the school district.   Honor Society co-advisor and  

language arts teacher Alicia Simpson reacted in December to news of FUMC’s 

$200 donation, “That is extraordinary!! We cannot thank you enough. The mem-

bers are extremely excited to have surpassed their goal and we will begin distrib-

uting coats to students this week.“    

Brian Bailey caseworker at Hocking Valley Community Residential Center 

delivered footballs and gift bags to the youth living at the center.  Brian  

explained Christmas can be difficult in normal years with some boys permitted 

to go home and some not.  There are some who don’t even have a home.  This 

year was different due to COVID, all had to stay at the center and the  

atmosphere seemed more calm.  Brian shared, “The center provided gifts for all 

of them and our church gifts added to that.  They always enjoy candy and treats 

and look for good weather days to play football.  I’m looking forward to safe 

times when I can bring the boys to church.” 

(continued on p.3) 
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A MESSAGE FROM  
PASTOR DAVE 

Overcoming the Darkness 

 

Linda and I live in a log home that sets in a hayfield on her family’s six-generation farm.  No close  
neighbors.  No street lights.  And no city noises to distract us.  We absolutely love living in the country! 

One of the most amazing things about living here is how dark the nights are.  With no ambient lights from the city, 
it’s a deep darkness that commands the nights.  On particularly cloudy nights, you can hardly see your hand in 
front of your face.  Taking a walk without a flashlight is completely out of the question.  It’s impossible to know 
what lies ahead with each new step. 

But another really amazing thing is that given the deep darkness, on a clear night, the stars are unbelievably bright 
and beyond numbering.  As deep as the darkness is, what appears to be just tiny little sparkles amazingly overcome 
the darkness.   

In the same way, a single candle in the darkest room can bring light even to the most remote corners.   
Darkness is powerful … but it cannot overcome the influence of even a small amount of light.     

And friends, that is a reality that is true and sure, not just in the physical world, but also in many different areas of 
life around us.  

There’s the darkness of discouragement and depression.  A loss of hope and belief that the future will be better can 
fill us with deep darkness. 

There’s the darkness of hatred and violence.  The loss of love and compassion for others can fill us with deep  
darkness. 

There’s the darkness of loneliness and separation.  The loss of companionship and the care of others can fill us 
with deep darkness. 

There’s the darkness of fear and anxiety.  The loss of confidence and strength to face the future can fill us with 
deep darkness. 

But just like the stars in the sky, or a candle in a dark room, even the smallest bit of light can begin to dispel the 
darkness.  Just a glimpse of hope, just a hint of love and compassion, just a bit of companionship and care, or even 
the smallest amount of confidence and strength can help us to overcome the darkness of the world around us. 

The question is, where can these things be found?  The answer … the answer is to be found in turning our hearts 
toward God … and opening ourselves up to the reality that God is present and at work in our lives … and in the 
world around us … even when it’s not so readily apparent to us.  But it takes a step of faith, and a willing heart and 
mind. 

In John 8:12 Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.  If anyone follows me, they will not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life.”  My prayer is that in the midst of this dark world, you will have the faith and courage 
to turn your heart toward God and know the light and life that Jesus offers. 

           

Walking With You, 

 

Pastor Dave 
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(The Gifts We Gave continued from p.1) 

 

Church treasurer Steve Perry delivered a 

check for $200 to the City of Nelsonville 

Fire Department for gift baskets for 

those in need.  More about the project next month. 

 

 

That’s a lot of bread.   Pastor Dave and Linda Roach baked 

and delivered 18 loaves of bread to say a Christmas Hello 

to church members who could not safely attend church  

during COVID.  

 

Education Directors Ainsley Kuhn orchestrated a gift 

pickup and delivery for our Sunday School children whose 

Christmas caroling event was canceled due to COVID.    

Tucked inside each gift was a card addressed to one of a 

number of church members generations older than the  

children.  The children were encouraged to send the 

cards.  We hear we have new pen pals exchanging letters.   

The Gift of Hope 

 

 

Becky Joyce and daughter Hope gave the gift of 

light as they lit the Hope Advent candle during 

worship. 

The Gift of Blood 

At the December blood drive held at our church, coordinator 

Amy McCulloch reports that a total of 24 people gave on that 

day, saying “this total again breaks our hoped for number of 

20 which we also surpassed last summer.  It was heartening 

to see so many people come out during family time at the  

holidays and during a pandemic.  Blood collected through 

this drive will serve 72 patients and save lives."    

Our Sympathy To -- 
 
The family of Calvin Eugene Devol who 
passed away in December.  A graveside service 
was held January 7 at Carbon Hill Cemetery.   
 
 

 

Our Lenten Journey 

 
The Leadership Team asks that you note the 
dates.  Details about worship and observance 
will be shared later.    
 Ash Wednesday – February 17 
 Palm Sunday – March 28 
 Easter – April 4  
 

 
 
Giving Envelopes  

The enclosed envelope is a reminder that ex-

penses and the work of the church go 

on.   Thank you for giving and serving in what-

ever way you can.   

 

Letters to “Children” of  FUMC 
 
If you grew up at FUMC with friends who now 
reside somewhere other than Nelsonville, you 
may want the church to send them new year 
greetings to let them know that they are being 
thought of and to share what’s happening at 
FUMC.  Contact the church office for more 
information.    
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$50,000 Goal Reached!!!! 
 
December donations to the roof fund put the total over the 

top.   The $50,000 goal was met through donations from church 

members, former members who no longer live here, visitors, 

friends of the church in the community and a $5,000 grant from the 

UMC Foothills District.   

Campaign Chairs Dave Loge and Tina McWilliams congratulate 

the team effort and thank all who contributed or helped in any way 

from the youth who led the chili cook-off to the “noodle team” who 

carefully cooked and served the traditional Parade of the Hills 

event, in the absence of the Parade and in the midst of the  

pandemic.  Dave was quick to add, “Even though we met our goal, 

we have additional expenditures, such as drywall and organ repairs 

totaling over $5,000.  Funds raised beyond the roof costs will be 

used to maintain our building and equipment.   If you haven't  

already given to the campaign, it's not too late." 

Tina shared, “In addition to the church being a center of worship 

and religious teaching and learning, it is also a venue for service to 

the community with special focus on shaping young lives as depict-

ed in our campaign graphics and theme Raise the Roof for the Next 

Generation.  We’re ready and seeking those opportunities.” 

The names of people for whom donations were made in their 

memory or in their honor will be printed in upcoming  

newsletters 

Mugs for Visitors 
  
At a time when socializing is limited due to COVID the 
Leadership Team and Reach-Out Team looked for a 
way to thank visitors who join us in worship.  A travel 
mug packed with surprises was created.  If you are one 
of more than 60 visitors who came to FUMC in the last 
year, seeking an open church, the camaraderie of fellow 
worshippers and in-person pastoral care and inspiration, 
this gift says thanks, for coming and also for  
supporting our campaigns, ministries and missions.   
You are always welcome and appreciated.   Stop by the 
table in our welcome hall. There is a mug with your 
family’s name waiting for you. Take it home during 
your next visit to FUMC, and come back soon!  

Travel mugs greet visitors to our church.   
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Claire Abraham Sees and Fills Needs  
For the second time in a year 8 grader Claire 
Abraham had a vision and made something  
happen to help others.   Last spring she made face 
masks and distributed them widely.  This time 
she created and donated personal care bags  
distributed as part of The Hive’s Christmas Boxes 
to youth in families who could use some extra 
help.  The bags, ultimately distributed to 36 boys 
and 28 girls, included toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
deodorant, soap, hand sanitizer, lip balm, baby 
wipes, shampoo, conditioner and other personal 
care times.  Additionally she made six special 
bags for babies.  Claire raised funds through bake 
sales and donations.  A surprised, excited and 
overwhelmed Hive director Dottie Fromal welcomed the donations and invited 
Claire to help manage the hygiene supply closet at The Hive.  Claire is  
accepting cash or material donations for this ongoing project.  What makes this 
even more special is Claire named the endeavor The Kathryn McCoy  
Resource Project honoring the revered music director who served our church 
and Nelsonville-York Schools.  Claire also organizes this project at Nelsonville-
York Schools 
. 

Save the Date for Children’s Church January 24 

The Children’s Team is organizing “A Walk to Children’s Church” on Sunday, January 24.   Children and 

their families will meet in the church parking lot at 11:15 a.m.  Families will walk to a nearby location for 

brief worship and music.  Distance and masks are required.  Watch for details on Sunday School  

Facebook.   January 31 is the alternate date in case of inclement weather.   

 

Could You Be a Children’s Moment Presenter? 

We are excited to offer Children’s Moments again during worship on the third Sunday each month.  Do 

you have a story or message that you could share with our children?  In the past, they have loved “object  

lessons” where the speaker brings something from home and uses it to tell a story, for example, an apple 

for the story of Adam and Eve, as well as lessons they can apply to their own lives, such as showing  

kindness to others at school.  Please text Ainsley Kuhn at 740-541-2144 with questions or to volunteer. 

Leadership Team Sets 2021 Breakthrough Goals 
 
Some of our key goals guiding us this year are - 
 
• Passionate Worship – 80 people each week  

• Radical Hospitality – 8 new members 

• Intentional Faith Development  --  8 small groups each week                  

• Risk Taking Mission & Service -- 8 people in mission and outreach each week         

• Extravagant Generosity -- $1,500 each week, $3,000 annually for missions  

Claire with her mother 

Challie delivered Claire’s 

personal care bags and 

spent the afternoon pack-

ing gift boxes for The Hive 
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Uniquely Made 

 

Memory Verse: I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I 
know that full well. (Psalm 139:14) 

 

Family Activity: 

What makes you unique from others in your home? Maybe you are the only person in your family with red 
hair. What makes you similar to others in your home? Perhaps you and your sister both have brown eyes.  

 

Grab some printer paper and trace the person template on next page several times until everyone in your  
family has his or her own copy. Then, each of you will create a unique person by filling in details such as 
hair, facial expressions, and clothing. Then, cut your person into three sections along the dotted lines. Trade 
pieces with your family members until everyone has three different body sections. Then, tape your new  
pieces together to make a new person. 

 

What is unique about your new paper friend?  

Why is it easy to make assumptions about someone based on outward appearance? 

What’s something no one would imagine about you, based on how you look on the outside? 

 

Martin Luther King Jr. had a dream that people wouldn’t judge one another based on how they look on the 
outside. His dream is similar to how God sees us because he designed each of us uniquely.  

 

God wants us to celebrate and appreciate our uniqueness. Place your paper friend somewhere at home to re-
mind you of the unique and wonderful qualities God has given each of us. 
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Other Events and Announcements   

Please Note:  In-person events other than worship are currently on hold.   

 

• Worship Services every Sunday at 10:00 AM and on  
Facebook Live 

 

• Adult Sunday School 8:30 AM 

 

• Anchored Youth Group every Sunday at 5:00 PM 

 

• Alcoholics Anonymous every Monday and Thursday at 8:00 PM 

 

• Leadership Team Meeting—February 3, 2021 at 6:00 PM 

 

• Holy Communion every first Sunday of the month 

 

 

  

Our Staff— 

Pastor:  David Roach 

droach4@me.com 

 

Office Administrator:   

Linda Watkins 

lindawatkins1952@gmail.com 

 

Lay Leader:  Steve Cox 

stevecox2811@yahoo.com 

 

Custodian:  Brian Bailey 

 

Contact Us— 

 

Phone:  (740) 753-1939 

Address:   
205 West Columbus St. 
Nelsonville, OH  45764 

Website: 

fumcnelsonville.org 

 

Facebook: 

@FUMNelsonville 

 

Instagram: 

@fumcnelsonville 
Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts 

If you have questions about Scouts, contact Dave Loge  

(740) 707-1630 or Jeremy Boggs (740) 856-2795 or Dee Dee 

Loge (740) 707-5318. 

 

Common Line Editor and Designer:  Linda Watkins 

Individuals Contributing Photos and Content for this issue:   

Rev. David Roach, Trisha Dean, Dave Loge, Amy McCulloch,  

Debbie Cox, Mary K. Walsh, Steve Cox, Ainsley Kuhn, Becky Joyce, 

Brian Bailey, Steve Perry, Claire Abraham, Challie Abraham, Alicia 

Simpson, Tina McWilliams and Dottie Fromal. 

The Leadership Team continues to monitor COVID levels. Any changes in 
programming including in-person worship will be posted on the website, 
Facebook, FUMC office phone message and will be sent via email to those 
for whom we have email addresses.   We are also seeking additional greet-
ers for Sunday mornings to help meet COVID protocols and give a warm 
welcome to all.  Let the church office know if you are interested in helping 
or need more information.  


