
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

The Common Line 

THE CHURCH GOES ON 

The church perseveres during difficult times.  Sunday worship on Facebook, 
giving on line, phoning and writing instead of meeting in person are some of 
the ways FUMC is moving forward.  Lay Leader Steve Cox describes the 
first worship in a different format, “Pastor Steve McGuire and I met and he 
suggested we see if we could conduct a service for our congregation online 
through Facebook Live.  Our music team, Kim Resanovich, Patsy Clark, 
Jacci Clark, Becky Dicken and I, along with Pastor Steve and our camera 
man and technical director Wayne Dicken, met at 9:00 Sunday morning, 
March 22 to figure out the format and rehearse for the morning service.  
Pastor Steve brought a wonderful message of hope to our congregation.  
Our music team led some of our favorite Sunday morning songs, all while 
keeping an approved safe distance from each other.  It appeared that well 
over 100 people viewed the 45-minute service that morning and we plan to 
continue each Sunday at 10:00 until we are able to come together again.  To 
join us go to The Nelsonville First United Methodist Church Facebook 
Page.” 
 
Pastor McGuire is staying in touch too by phoning our people who need to 
speak with him or have prayer.  Going forward he will probably add mid-
week Facebook Live sessions.  He asks all who need him to leave word at 
the church office (740) 753-1939 and he’ll be in touch. 
Our leadership council reminds all that the church expenses continue.  The 
utilities need to be paid and our staff are still busy taking care of the needs 
of the congregation so remember to continue your regular donations.  Many 
people have switched to online giving.  Just go the church website 
www.fumcnelsonville.org and click on, Donate Online under the Contact 
Us section. 
 
The Reach-Out Team and others are contacting those who are homebound, 
the elderly and any friend in need, by sending a copy of the Upper Room, 
delivering a meal or just saying hello. All of us can find a way to show we 
care for one another even if it can’t be in person just yet.  
 

FAREWELL AND THANKS LEAH 
 

Psalm 9:1 

 

I will give 
thanks to you, 
Lord, with all 

my heart; I will 
tell of all your 

wonderful 
deeds. 

FOR THE TRUTH 
FOR THE WORLD 
FOR THE GLORY OF GOD 
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FOR THE TRUTH 
FOR THE WORLD 
FOR THE GLORY OF GOD 
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Luke 24:6-7: 

 
 
"He is not here; 

 
 He has risen!" 

 

http://www.fumcnelsonville.org/
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR STEVE MCQUIRE 
 
This Changes everything! 
 
A lot can happen in a week.  Life changing things can happen just a few short days.  A woman on the 
verge of financial disaster gets an unexpected call and hears she can start the next week on her dream 
job.  A slight pain is checked out by the doctor and a man finds that serious surgery will have to be 
performed as soon as possible.  A nervous student opens the mail to find she has finally been accepted 
into her choice of schools!  These kinds of events can change life for a long time to come.   
 
Imagine the significance of Holy Week.  It changed everything for Jesus, for God’s people, for the world, 
for all time!  Holy Week was the focal point of the life and ministry of Jesus.  His mission from the Father 
included death on a cross.  So, everything seemed to head in that direction.  But before the week was 
over, the turning point for Jesus was his bodily resurrection to a whole new way of living—a life that 
would never be threatened by death again.  He said, “I am alive—and alive forevermore!”   
 
That single week of Jesus’ life also makes possible the greatest turn of events for you and me.  Because 
of his death and resurrection, he has the power to grant new life to us right now.  When we put our trust 
in him, we receive life from Jesus—His energizing life.   
 
May this be a great week for you in Christ.  A lot can happen in a week.  I particularly look forward to 
The Three Great Days of Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter Sunday.  A whole new life can begin 
for us—even in a few moments, when we are ready to trust and receive from Him.  Don’t miss the 
opportunity to draw near to the living Christ, understand his death and resurrection, listen to His voice, 
and deepen your relationship with Him.   
 
God bless you this Holy Week and for days to come, 
Steve M 
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ANNUAL PINEWOOD DERBY ROLLS ON 
 

Twenty-four local Scouts brought their best on 
February 8th in the Ballard Fellowship Hall as they 
raced their pinewood cars.  The event showcased 
the work of Scouts from FUMC Pack 364. 

A surprise racer was former Pinewood Winner from 
1966.  Lay Leader Steve Cox raced his original car 
which stood the test of time, much like Steve 
himself. 
 
Wheels rolled again in our church building when the 
group hosted the first ever FUMC Pack 364 
Invitational on March 6 welcoming other groups from 
the area.  This is an example of the many programs 
happening under our roof as we gear up the “Raise 
the Roof” campaign. 
 
Liam Kline, 1st Place Overall, Nerick Tolliver, 2nd 
Place Overall, Jaxon Woolum, 3rd Place Overall, 
Reese Loge, 4th Place Overall, also 2nd Place 
Overall in Show (car design) and 1st Bear Den 
 

 

 

 
 

A NEW ROOF FOR THE NEXT 
GENERATION 

 
 The Raise the Roof campaign for our 
church is kicking off now.  Campaign Co-
Chairs Dave Loge and Tina McWilliams 
announce the beginning of the campaign that 
will raise $50,000 to replace the shingle roof 
over the sanctuary.  Dave, who is also a 
church trustee, shares his conviction, “We 
know this seems like an uncertain time in our 
lives to begin such a project, but we also 
believe that more normal times are around 
the corner.  We owe it to those who built the 
church and to those who follow us to 
preserve this place where we worship and 
serve God.” 
 
Tina’s work at Nelsonville-York Schools is all 
about opportunities for youth and she easily 
transfers that passion to this cause.  She 
reflected on her experience last year, “This 
congregation really came together to support 
our youth and send them on their mission 
trip.  It was a groundswell of support and 
good wishes that I felt as I participated in that 
project.  We all grew closer as friends and 
stronger in our faith.  And that’s just one 
example.  What about the children who come 
to this building for Bible School, the Scouts 
who meet each week, the little ones who first 
hear stories about Jesus under this roof, the 
young men from Hocking Valley Community 
Residential Center who are redirecting their 
lives in better ways and show up here to 
worship with us.” 
 
The co-chairs say that we are not starting 
from zero.  We have $14,000 in the bank due 
to giving specified for the roof over the past 
two years, a grant from the United Methodist 
Church Foothills District and money raised at 
the Chili Cookoff.  With hoped for pledges of 
$36,000 and possible additional grants to be 
paid over the next two years, and if we have 
$25,000 cash in hand, we will begin. 
(continued on next page) 
   

Ministerial Association Scholarship Available 
The Buckeye Ministerial Association announced the 
availability of a $500 scholarship for an N-Y High School 
senior.  The organization links the clergy of nine local 
churches to better serve the spiritual and human needs 
of the people of Nelsonville and surrounding areas.  
FUMC is helping to fund the scholarship.  The 
scholarship will award the student who best illustrates 
the impact that faith makes in their daily life, how service 
to others shapes their view of the world and how God is 

influencing their course of study and future career.  
Deadline is May 1st.  Scholarship applications are 
available in the church office. 
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(A New Roof for the Next Generation 
continued from page 2) 
 
“To be clear,” Dave reports, “we have some 
leaks from the flat roof that are being addressed 
through the warranty when it was replaced a few 
years ago.  The money for the new roof will also 
replace some rotted wood, provide new gutters, 
downspouts, cap fascia boards and clean the 
church steeple.” 
 
Tina, Dave and the Leadership Team invite your 
prayerful consideration of a weekly gift, in 
addition to your general giving, for the next two 
years. If we all make a commitment of giving up 
something such as fast food or dining out once a 
week, that will translate into the funds we need.  
We can do this. 
 
Please read and use the Raise the Roof Fund 
Pledge Card.  Mail or email the completed 
card describing your two-year commitment 
to this important cause.  You can also send 
your initial donation or sign up for electronic 
giving on the church website at Contact Us – 
Donate Online. 
 

 

FAREWELL AND THANKS LEAH 
 
We send our best wishes to Leah Banik who leaves 
our church office staff and begins a new full-time 
job.  Leah helped make many improvements at our 
church such as a newsletter and ways to better 
communicate with our congregation.  We thank her 
for her many contributions and wish her well. 
 

WELCOME LINDA 
 

Pastor Steve McGuire and church leaders are 
pleased to announce Nelsonville native Linda 
Watkins is the new administrative assistant staffing 
our church office. 
 
Linda comes with a wealth of experiences founded 
on her Hocking College degrees in Secretarial 
Science and Environmental Health.  She has 
worked at Hocking College, Ohio University College 
of Osteopathic Medicine/Biomedical Sciences, 
Athens County Convention and Visitors Bureau and 
Athens County Government where she was the 
Assistant County Planner.  She currently serves the 
City of Nelsonville as Vice President of City 
Council. 
 
Linda has lived in Nelsonville nearly all her life and 
is involved in local projects and nonprofit 
organizations such as community theater with ABC 
Players and the Hockhocking Adena Bikeway 
Committee where she serves as president.  She 
enjoys her cats, friends and family. She is no 
stranger to First United Methodist Church where 
she has sung with ecumenical church choirs and is 
part of the extended Carter family who have been 
members of our church for generations. 
 
(continued on next page) 

Do you have an inspiring story about something that happened in church that made a 
difference in your life?  Send your stories to Tina, Dave or the church office.  We want to hear 
from you. 



 

 

 

 
(Welcome Linda continued) 
 
Linda shared “I’ve retired twice but I like to stay busy 
and this seemed like a good fit for me.  I feel at home 
here because I know so many people in this church.” 
 
Linda is a member of St. Mary of the Hills Catholic 
Church where she helps lead music during worship.  
She plans to join us at FUMC on Sundays so that she 
can be familiar with the people and many activities at 
our church. 

CHILI COOKOFF BREAKS RECORDS 
 

The Anchored Youth along with their leaders pulled off 
a huge success in a well-organized event in our 
Fellowship Hall, benefiting the roof replacement fund, 
raising $1,200, $400 more than last year and 20 
percent over this year’s goal.  Nearly 100 church 
members and guests enjoyed a rousing good time, 
good fellowship and good chili.  Votes cast by diners 
selected winners that were announced by emcee Steve 
Cox: 
 1st Place - Ellie Forgrave (& her mother Kelly 
 Forgrave) 
 2nd Place – Wayne Dicken 
 3rd Place – Jennifer L’Heureux of Nelsonville 
 Emporium 
Thanks to other paid entrants that included:  Debbie 
Cox, Angie Bohyer, Jacci Clark, Becky Dicken, Craig 
Joyce, Becky Joyce, Andrea Snyder, Nickole Tolliver, 
Elizabeth Jones, Audrey Smathers, Katy Mosher and 
Adam Womeldorf of Rocky Boot Grill.  Thanks also to 
leaders Tina McWilliams and Casey and Kaleigh Cox 
and special appreciation to The Nelsonville Emporium 
and Rocky for bringing extra chili allowing us to sell 
take-home containers and deliver take-out lunches to 
church members unable to attend. 
 

 

 

 

Page 5 April 2020 ● The Common Line ● (740) 753-1939 

THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING SURVEYS 
More than 20 percent of congregation completed surveys to 
help envision the future for First United Methodist Church 
Nelsonville.  The number of surveys exceeds the expected 
survey completion rate of 10 percent and indicates interest in 
helping to shape our goals.  The Leadership Team will review 
a summary and involve the congregation in planning during 
the coming months. 

 
Reese Loge attends Nelsonville-York School 
Board meeting in February to receive Third Grade 
Student of the Month Award from teacher Ainsley 
Kuhn.  Ainsley serves as Education Director at 
FUMC. 
 

 



      

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Staff— 

Pastor: Steve McGuire  

maxsmcguire@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Linda 

Watkins 

lindawatkins1952@gmail.com 

 

Lay Leader: Steve Cox 

stevecox2811@yahoo.com 

 

Custodian: Brian Bailey 

 

Education Director: Ainsley Kuhn 

ainsleyk13@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us— 

Phone: (740)753-1939 

Address: 205 West Columbus St. 

Nelsonville, OH 45764 

Website: 

fumcnelsonville.org 

Facebook: 

@FUMCNelsonville 

Instagram: 

@fumcnelsonville 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School every Sunday at 9 AM 
 

Worship services every Sunday at 10 AM 
 

Anchored Youth Group every Sunday at 5 PM 
 

AA every Monday and Thursday at 8 PM 
 

Leadership Team Meeting - TBA 
 

Holy Communion every first Sunday of the month 
 

In-person events are currently on-hold 
 

Other Events and Announcements 

Cub Scouts Schedule 
 

Wolf: Sundays at 4PM; Dee Dee Loge (740) 707-5318 

Bear: Mondays at 6PM; Ryan Harris (937) 902-9609 

Webelos 1: Every other Tuesday at 6PM; Zach Odenthal (740) 707-
7035 

Webelos 2: Sundays at 6PM; Zach Odenthal (740) 707-7035 

 
*If you have any questions about Cub Scouts, you can always contact Dee Dee or 

Dave Loge (740) 707-1630 

 

FUMC Nelsonville 
205 W. Columbus St. 
Nelsonville, OH 45764 

“Let Your Dreams Be 

Bigger Than Your 

Fears, Your Actions 

Louder Than Your 

Words, and Your 

Faith Stronger Than 

Your Feelings” 

 

Unknown 
 

Common Line Editor and Designer: Linda Watkins 
Contributing writers or photographers:  Rev. Steve McGuire, Trisha Dean, Dave 
Loge, Dee Dee Loge, Autumn Carlson, Kaleigh Cox, Casey Cox, Tina McWilliams, 
Debbie Cox, Karen Pidcock, Amy McCullough, Mary K Walsh and Steve Cox 
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