
      

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The Common Line 
Newly Formed Reach-Out Team Connects 

By Mary K. Walsh 
 

Smiles and comments such as “Look what the children at my church 
made for me” greeted callers who delivered gift bags and noodle 
lunches to our church members who are ill or home-bound.  Fourteen 
volunteers for the Reach-Out Team, plus our Sunday School children, 
donated items, created lists, decorated bags or made deliveries offering 
well-wishes.  In addition, we reached out to 20 other members we miss 
and our church neighbors up and down Columbus St. and Canal St., 
inviting them to our noodle lunch, which by the way was delicious. Kudos 
to the Campbell family chefs.  

 

1 Corinthians 1:18 
(ESV) 

18For the word of 
the cross is folly to 
those who are 
perishing, but to us 
who are being 
saved it is the 
power of God. 

FOR THE TRUTH 
FOR THE WORLD 
FOR THE GLORY OF GOD 
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Guest Organist—Lamar Wyse 
By Mary K. Walsh 

As he has done several times over the last 
few years, respected keyboardist LaMar 
Wyse will add his beautiful music to morning 
worship on April 14 playing our Wicks pipe 
organ.    
LaMar is the organist at Christ United 
Methodist Church in Galion, Ohio and also 
plays occasionally at other churches in 
Southeast Ohio.  He enjoys playing 
keyboards for community theater productions 
in Bucyrus, Galion and the Athens area.  His 
undergraduate degree is in church music and 
organ from Malone University.   
With a Master’s Degree in Health 
Administration from Ohio State University, 
LaMar has spent his career as a hospital 
CEO and healthcare executive, forming his 
own company, Wyse Solutions, in 2009.  
Although LaMar describes himself as 
“retired”, he serves as Interim Dean of the 
School of Health & Safety at Hocking 
College.    
 LaMar and his wife Karon live in Galion and 
spend much of their time at their cabin in the 
Hocking Hills.  
 

 Trustee Report 
Spring is coming!!  It’s time for us to start 
looking at some outdoor projects to continue 
to beautification of our properties.  Do you 
have a green thumb?  We could use some 
help developing a landscaping plan for our 
church and for the parsonage.   
Multiple remodel projects will be happening 
soon at the parsonage and the church.  
Please let one of us know if you would be 
interested in contributing to one of these  
projects either with your labor, your insight or 
even a financial gift.   
The Trustees also continue to research way 
to raise funds to replace the roof at the 
church.  Please let us know if you have an 
idea.  We are open to all suggestions. 
Blessings to you all, 
David Loge – Chair, Trustee Committee 
Ben Robey – Trustee 
Cort Forgrave – Trustee 
Adam Carlson – Trustee 
 

Anchored Youth Group 
By Kaleigh Cox 

Towards the end of this summer, the 
Anchored Youth Group of FUMC Nelsonville 
will be traveling to Bicester, England to 
participate in a mission trip alongside Reign 
Ministries. Students will be spending time 
preparing to share their faith with other teens 
in the area, many of whom have never heard 
the Gospel before.  
   The mission opportunity is called 
Moveolution, which is an adventure-filled 
week for teenagers and their youth leaders. 
Students from our church will combine with 
local British youth to work with teens in the 
area. They will spend time everyday 
strengthening their relationship with God and 
learning how to share their faith story in 
ways that make sense to young people as 
they engage in summer clubs with children 
and youth work in local parks and towns. 
The trip is largely relational, and always 
proves to be an amazing time of growth! 
   We have six students going on the trip: 
Allison Loge, Grace Sinnott, Mackenzie 
Campbell, Corinne Jones, Emily McWilliams, 
and Alli McWilliams. Autumn Carlson and 
Tina McWilliams will join as chaperones, and 
Casey and Kaleigh Cox are the youth 
leaders.  
   At this point, we are about $5500 from 
being fully funded for our trip, and we have 
just over two months to raise the rest of the 
money. Right now, we are making and 
selling hot dish carriers for $25. Information 
for more fundraisers will come available as 
we have it. If you would like to make a 
donation, checks can be made out to 
Anchored Youth of FUMC. 
 

Journey to Jesus 
Take a look at the testimonial attached to 
read Emily McWilliams story.  
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A Warm Welcome… 
Please join us in welcoming the Reverend Dr. 
Steve McGuire as the new minister of Nelsonville 
First United Methodist Church! 
Pastor Steve was born and raised in Doanville, 
OH.  He is the son of Max and Corrine McGuire.  
He and his wife, Rosemarie, have three adult 
children:  Stephanie, Nathan and Tyler.  He is a 
1974 graduate of Nelsonville-York High School and 
holds degrees from Ohio Christian University, 
Wesley Biblical Seminary and Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School.  He has also completed additional 
course work at Reformed Theological Seminary 
and Asbury Theological Seminary.   
Prior to returning to Nelsonville Pastor Steve taught 
Bible and Theology at Ohio Christian University for 
23 years.  He also ministered at Salem United 
Methodist Church, near Kingston, OH for 15 years, 
Grace United Methodist Church in Zanesville, OH 
for 7 years and has been the Assistant to the 
District Superintendent of the Foothills District for 
the past 4 years.  
In his free time, Pastor Steve enjoys a number of 
outdoor sports and activities.   
We are blessed as a community and as a church 
family to have Pastor Steve and Rosemarie joining 
our fold.  Please join us in welcoming them. 

 

A special message— 
By Steve McGuire 

 
 

 

My offering here may seem a bit miscellaneous: First, I want to thank all of you for the welcome Rose 
and I have had at NFUMC in the last couple of months as we have been filling in.  And now that I have 
been officially appointed as pastor, it was so good to feel your welcome at another level.  No one booed!  
In fact, many expressed joys over it.  We feel warmly received by you.  We appreciate you and very 
much look forward to your friendship and fellowship.   
It is great to merge into the life of the church at this time of year.  Here we are deep into Lent, headed 
toward Holy Week that will climax with the celebration of Christs bodily resurrection and the hope of our 
own.  That is still a most radical thing for our world and shapes our lives in every way.     
I am reminded of John Wesley’s exhortation to preachers: Give them Christ!  That is what I pray for and 
will attempt to faithfully do.  That does not mean there are no other biblical things to hear and follow.  But 
it does mean that all teaching, instruction, worship, ritual, content, action for us is centered in Christ.  And 
He is not a lesson or a philosophy.  Christ is a living Person.  He is both the content of the teaching and 
He is the Teacher.  You and I need Him and so does every other person around us.  Let’s be open to 
what Christ says to us and where he takes us.   
 
Thanks, 
Steve 
 



      

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Staff— 
Pastor: Steve McGuire  

maxsmcguire@gmail.com 

 

Office Administrator: Leah Banik 

leahbanik8620@gmail.com 

 

Lay Leader: Steve Cox 

stevecox2811@yahoo.com 

 

Custodian: Brian Bailey 

 

Education Director: Ainsley Kuhn 

ainsleyk13@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us— 
Phone: (740)753-1939 

Address: 205 West Columbus St. 

Nelsonville, OH 45764 

Website: 

fumcnelsonville.org 

Facebook: 

@FUMCNelsonville 

Instagram: 

@fumcnelsonville 

 

 

 

 

 
FUMC Nelsonville 
205 West Columbus St. 
Nelsonville, OH 45764 “God is not 

interested in your 
art but, your 

heart.” 
 

-Unknown 
 
 

Sunday School every Sunday at 9 AM. 
 

Worship services every Sunday at 10 AM. 
 

Anchored Youth Group every Sunday at 5 PM. 
 

AA every Monday and Thursday at 8 PM. 
 

Leadership Team Meeting, April 24th at 6 PM 
 

Other Events and Announcements 

Cub Scouts Schedule 
 

Wolf: Sundays at 4PM; Dee Dee Loge (740) 707-5318 
Bear: Mondays at 6PM; Ryan Harris (937) 902-9609 
Webelos 1: Every other Tuesday at 6PM; Zach Odenthal (740) 707-
7035 
Webelos 2: Sundays at 6PM; Zach Odenthal (740) 707-7035 

 
*If you have any questions about Cub Scouts, you can always contact Dee Dee or 

Dave Loge (740) 707-1630 

mailto:maxsmcguire@gmail.com
mailto:leahbanik8620@gmail.com
mailto:stevecox2811@yahoo.com
mailto:ainsleyk13@gmail.com


Throughout my entire life I have heard of this 
insanely cool guy named Jesus, but I never 
understood anything about him until my freshman 
year in high school. 
 
I was always curious, but I believed I was too busy 
with school, sports, and extracurriculars to 
understand who He was. 
 
During eighth grade, my dad was diagnosed with 
cancer. It was devastating, but my family faced it 
head on. We grew closer, leaning on one another 
constantly, and learning about a world of medicine 
that we were once foreign to. 
 
About six months later, I was invited to Young Life 
for a paint war. I thought, “Well, who wouldn’t want 
to go to a paint war?” So I went that night, had a 
blast, and at the end we got to hear about Jesus. 
 
I soon went back for campaigners, a bible study, 
and club, which is set up the same way the paint 
war was. I loved it so much, and I couldn’t get 
enough.  

JOURNEY TO 
JESUS

"I was so eager to live a life following him, 
and I felt I was doing just that."

At Campaigners, I got to continually hear about 
who God is and just how great He is. Not long after 
attending Young Life events consistently, Casey 
told my mom that we should come to church with 
them. 
 
I was extremely scared and wanted to make every 
excuse not to go. After some convincing from my 
mom, we came to church for the first time around 
October of 2017. 
 
The few things I remember from that day was 
being nervous, I didn’t know The Lord’s prayer, and 
I was shocked when Kaleigh remembered my 
name. I was so excited about the community I had 
found of believers. I had discovered a large group 
of people who were just as on fire for Jesus as I was 
feeling. 
 
 
 
 
I was going to Young Life, church, and youth group, 
but I had no clue what it looked like to live for God 
outside of that. 
 
The most pivotal moment in my journey to Jesus 
was one day in English. I was sitting at my group 
table next to my friend. Both of our desks faced 
Casey’s desk. 
 
We had a question for him and when we looked 
over to ask him he looked as though he may have 

EMILY MCWILLIAMS

A P R I L  2 0 1 9  S T O R Y   T H R E E  



been sleeping. We were about to say “Hey, Mr. 
Cox,” and one second before that everything 
clicked and made sense to me. 
 
I stopped myself from saying anything. I realized 
that Casey was praying. 
 
I personally had never seen anyone praying in 
public outside of a church. In that moment I 
realized that living for God was so much more than 
going to church. It was embodying that and 
relaying on Him one-hundred percent of the time. 
 
I never said anything to Casey, but I quietly took 
note of how my English teacher and youth group 
leader was diligently following Jesus. He showed it 
even when he thought no one was watching. I 
realized that day that I wanted to live the same way 
Casey was, chasing after Jesus.  
 
Since meeting Jesus and understanding how to live 
for Him constantly, I have changed in many ways. 
One verse that changed my life and is still my 
favorite verse is Matthew 6:33, which says 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 am personally very hard working, and somewhat 
of a perfectionist. I want to be the best at 
everything, mainly school. I get straight A’s which is 
fantastic, but it comes with a lot of weight to bear. I 
have stressed and shed many tears about tests. 
 
Thanks to God’s faithfulness my anxiety has 
declined. I realized that as long as I run after Jesus 
every day He will take care of everything and I have 
nothing to worry about. 
 
I also now understand that glorifying God comes in 
a million different ways. Although having 
conversations about Jesus is absolutely incredible I 
have learned that there are more ways to spread 
His love than that. 
 
My favorite way to spread God’s love is through 
cookies. They started by a random desire to bake 
one night my freshman year and I now consistently 
make cookies for my class. They have become a 
pathway to treat others the way God treats me and 
I am forever thankful for the niche God gave me in 
cooking. 
 
I was baptized with ten other people on September 
30, 2018 and it was magical. This journey to Jesus 
has been one wild ride thus far and I cannot wait to 
see how it continues to unfold.  

"But seek first His kingdom and His 
righteousness and all of these 

things will be given to you as well." 

2

I am Emily McWilliams, of nelsonville 

first, and this is my story.  

Emily is a sophomore at 
Nelsonville-York High School and 

member of the Anchored Youth 
Group. She enjoys baking 

cookies, spending time with her 
sisters, and is a wonderful friend 

and kind-hearted person..
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