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FOR THE TRUTH 

FOR THE WORLD 

FOR THE GLORY OF GOD 

Young Life Finds a Home at FUMC During COVID 

For the past few months young adult members of Young Life in southeast Ohio 

have been meeting weekly at First United Methodist Church Nelsonville.  These 

mostly Ohio University students, pictured above prior to COVID, consider  

themselves missionaries at work in Athens County and Logan  serving as leaders of 

high school Young Life groups at the school districts of Nelsonville-York,  

Alexander, Athens, Trimble and Logan-Hocking.    The Friday night meetings at 

FUMC include worship, scripture, training to lead high school students and  

camaraderie to support each other.   Because their traditional meeting place in  

Athens closed due to COVID, the group reached out to Pastor Dave Roach in 

search of a new location.  FUMC welcome them with COVID protocols in place.  

Dan Hill, Young Life Area Director, said “The group very much appreciated the 

opportunity to come to Nelsonville to continue gathering when no place else was 

open to us.  With the exception of summer camps, the group will be on summer 

break, but we hope to remain in contact with Nelsonville in the future.”   Hill also 

shared that a Young Life group of Nelsonville-York High School students meet at 

FUMC on Tuesday evenings under the guidance of the leadership group.    

Part of Hill’s role is that of fundraiser for 

Young Life. Local fundraising projects 

support all of the activities that introduce 

youth to Jesus Christ.   You are invited to 

support this cause by  giving through the 

Young Life Athens County’s Virtual 

Banquet May 13.  Learn more at  

athenscounty.younglife.org    

athenscounty.younglife.org
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As most all of you know by now, on March 15, I found myself in the Emergency Room of Lancaster  

Fairfield Hospital having had a heart attack at the age of 64.  With a terrible family history of heart disease, 

it was a condition that I had dealt with before with family members, yet one that I had hoped to avoid in 

my own life.  But it was not to be so.  On March 18th, I had open heart surgery, with the surgeon perform-

ing a triple bypass procedure.   

The ER Doctor, staff, nurses, surgeon, cardiologist and all their support staff were absolutely amazing!  I 

received such good and compassionate care.  There is no doubt in my mind that they saved my life.  I am 

so grateful for their care! And I am so thankful for their willingness to use their God-given abilities to 

bring about healing!  I really have been given a new lease on life! 

But the care I received goes far beyond just the medical care.  My wife Linda continues to nurse me back 

to health now that we’re back home.   She is such an amazing and caring person whose love and grace I 

am so undeserving of!  She really is the best!  And the love my family has shown during this time has 

brought me such joy and encouragement.  Don’t know how I could have come this far without my family! 

Another thing has also become very clear to me.  Life is so enriched by the connections that we make with 

other people.  Friendships are the source of richness beyond measure.  So many people, from so many 

churches and communities have reached out to us with such deep love and concern.  All the cards, notes, 

calls, texts, and visits have given me such encouragement and strength through this journey.  I am humbled 

and amazed at the out-pouring of love and concern!  Thank you … each of you … for that! 

I must admit, I still wrestle with the depth of God’s mercy and grace in sparing my life the way he did.   I 

can’t help but wonder why.  It’s certainly not because I am deserving.  It’s just the mystery of God’s grace, 

I guess.  And had he chosen to call me home instead of sparing my life, well … my faith assures me … 

that would have been fine too.  None-the-less, I am so humbled and grateful beyond words at God’s mercy 

and grace in my life. 

I so wish I could have been back in the pulpit for Easter Sunday.  I guess it just wasn’t meant to be.  But 

how great it felt the Sunday after Easter to boldly proclaim with all the strength I could muster … “The 

Risen Christ is walking with you!”  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!! 

So friends, Thank you. Bless you.  May the Presence of the risen Christ abide with you always!  And may 

his Power, Peace and Promises sustain you … now and forever! 

 

Pastor Dave 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR DAVE 
 

Feeling Blessed! 
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Celebrating Easter 
 
Good Friday Walk to the Cross 
 
On April 2, eleven people made the climb 
from  St. Charles Street to the Nelsonville 
Cross.  Along the way, Dee Dee Loge  
organized people taking  turns reading the  
stations of the cross including readings by 
Reese Loge and Claire Abraham.  At the top 
of the hill, Betty Jo Parsley led the group  
singing “Were you There.” 
 
Reese Loge, Faith Joyce and Hope Joyce,  
pictured right, were among the walkers. 
  
  
 

  

The Nelsonville Cross, described on a plaque as “A  
Tribute to God A Memorial to Betty” was built to be 
shared with the people of Nelsonville by Columbus  
resident Walter L. Swartz in memory of his beloved wife 
Elizabeth “Betty” Smith Swartz who grew up in  
Nelsonville.  The cross was dedicated in 1973.  Teenagers 
Steve Cox, Patsy Cox and Gary Tyo sang a song written by 
Mr. Swartz titled “Beautiful  Nelsonville Cross.”  
Considered at the time the world’s largest illuminated 
cross, it sits on land donated by Mrs. Emily Sharp  
Hennessey, in memory of her father and mother, Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward B. Sharp.  Designed by Columbus architect 
Fred Wright, the overall height of the monument with base 
reaches 73 feet. It was deeded to the First Presbyterian 
Church where Betty attended as a girl, the church that  
orchestrated the construction of the cross.   

Over the last few years, the cross has been maintained by 
The  Baird Brothers Foundation,  Nelsonville Home and 
Savings Bank, First National Bank and Rocky Brands, with 
additional personal contributions from Mike Brooks, Stuart 
Brooks, Steve Cox, Eric Courtney, Donnie Smith,  
Mike Freer and John Johnson.    

Steve Cox, FUMC lay leader, President of Nelsonville 
Home and Savings and a trustee of Baird Brothers  
describes the cross as “an enduring feature of Nelsonville 
beauty and history.  One can’t help but feel blessed and 
guided by its presence.” 

(Celebrating Easter continued on p. 4.) 
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Audrey Smathers in memory of Scot Smathers and 

Deputy Angela Kane 

Shirley Fink in memory of Donald Fink 

Richard and Judy Barber in memory of Hap and 

Margaret Wooten and Ralph and  

Phyllis Barber 

Chuck and Tiffany Knopp in memory of  

Chelsie Knopp 

Judy Warix in memory of Everett Warix 

David and Dee Dee Loge in memory of Joe Pidcock 

and Ed and Adela Loge 

Kevin and Amy McCulloch in honor of  

Reva Abraham and Emily McCulloch 

FUMC Leadership Team in honor of Pastor Dave 

and Linda Roach 

FUMC Leadership Team in honor of Judy Barber, 

Organist 

FUMC Leadership Team in honor of  

Kim Resanovich, Pianist 

FUMC Leadership Team in honor of Praise  

Singers and Worship Team 

FUMC Leadership Team in honor of Ainsley 

Kuhn, Education Director 

FUMC Leadership Team in honor of Brian  

Bailey, Building Caretaker 

FUMC Leadership Team in honor of  

Linda Watkins, Office Administrator 

Other Easter Donations 

Nancy Kurtz in memory of Dottie Hoskins and 

Dick and Clinton Spence Hoskins 

Patrick Walsh roof donation in honor of  

Mary K. Walsh 

Easter Lilies 

 

Easter Sunday in the Sanctuary  

Room for all, masked, distanced and 

seated in family units, 

(Celebrating Easter continued from pg. 3) 

Kids Connection 

Jack Ansel, Lilly  

Ansel, Faith Joyce and 

all the other children 

make bracelets at 

Easter Sunday Kid’s 

Connection with 

teachers Ainsley Kuhn 

and Dee Dee Loge 

(not pictured). 

Easter Bunny  

Helping Hands 

 

Emily McCulloch, 

Ainsley Kuhn and 

Amy McCulloch (not 

pictured but taking 

the photo), make 

Easter surprises for 

FUMC children. 



5  April 2021. The Common Line . (740) 753-1939  

 

Teacher and Artist Adam Remnant  

explains recorders. 

Boy Scouts Earn Badge with Help From Stuart’s 
Opera House 
  
The FUMC Boy Scout Troop needed to earn Movie  
Making badges but COVID closed shadow opportunities 
in local studios such as Ohio University.  Stuart’s Opera 
House, with the aid of Emily Prince, Education Director 
and Claire Klodell, AmeriCorps Volunteer, came to the 
rescue.  Arrangements were made for Adam Remnant, 
Lead Teaching Artist in Stuart’s After School Music  
Program to host an online course from his home studio 
reaching the Scouts via Zoom in their homes.  Scouts 
learned to create programs such as Scout Court of Honor 
and personal projects.  
 
Remnant taught them about use of phones, cameras,  
techniques related to light and composition, microphones, 
editing and continuity.  Troop leaders reported Scouts 
could not believe how much time and effort goes into 
even the smallest productions. 
  
Scouts asked questions about careers some of which  
Remnant described from personal experience by having a 
brother who is an artist working as a story boarder in  
California.   Other careers described were  
cinematographer, gaffers or grips who control lighting, 
those who control and set microphones and directors who 
coordinate all the processes, including the actors. 
 
Remant brought a wealth of personal experience to the 
Scouts.  As an Ohio University graduate with a degree in 
education, in addition to his work at Stuart’s, he teaches  
Music Management at Hocking College and offers  
individual lessons on guitar, banjo and songwriting.  He 
got his start fronting the folk-rock band Southeast Engine  
releasing five albums and touring the United States and  
Canada. 
 

Screen demonstration of lighting 

techniques. 

Lighting the FUMC Cross  
 
Dave Loge made a climb to a cross a little different than the 
one his wife Dee Dee organized on Good Friday.  In the  
ongoing quest to restore the light function to our chancel cross, 
trustees Dave Loge  and Dave Clark brought out the tall  
ladders to experiment with LED lighting.  Recent organ pipe  
removal and repairs revealed the deteriorated wiring behind 
our cross.  A lighting specialist has also been consulted for an  
efficient, practical and aesthetically pleasing lighting plan for 
trustee consideration.   
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Scout Pinewood Derby 

Webelos 

Join PRC Walk For Life 
 
 

Consider participating in the Pregnancy Resource Center’s May 8 Walk to support mothers and babies.  

PRC is a local cause supported by FUMC  

Envelopes Enclosed 

The enclosed envelope is a reminder that expenses and the work of the church 

go on.   Thank you for giving and serving in whatever way you can.    

Awarded “Best In Show”, left to right, 

Jaxon Woolum 2nd place, Oliver Boggs 

1st place, Liam Kline 3rd place. 

Awarded “Grand Champion”, left to right, 

Jensen Kline 2nd place, Liam Kline 1st 

place, Nerick Tolliver 3rd place. 

 Webelos 1 met for the first time in person 

since November and learned to tie the 

Bowline knot. 
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Jonah and the Big Fish 
 

Bible Story: 

 

The people of Nineveh were doing very bad things. God spoke to Jonah the prophet and told him to go the 
city of Nineveh to preach against the evil things they were doing. Jonah did not want to go to Nineveh so 
he ran away from God on a ship to Tarshish. When a terrible storm threatened to break apart the ship, the 
sailors realized that Jonah was the cause of their trouble and they reluctantly threw him into the sea where 
he was swallowed by a very large fish. Jonah remained in the stomach of the big fish for three days and 
three nights. While inside the fish, Jonah prayed to God and promised that he would do what God asked of 
him. So God caused the fish to spit out Jonah onto dry land. This time Jonah obeyed the Lord and traveled 
to Nineveh. He preached to the people and told them their city would be destroyed in forty days if they did 
not change their ways. The people of Nineveh listened to Jonah and believed in God… they stopped doing 
wicked things. God did not wipe out their city as he had earlier promised. Jonah was angry because God 
did not destroy the city, but God reminded him that he was showing mercy to Nineveh just as he had 
shown mercy to Jonah. 

 

Family Activities (choose one or do all three):  

 

Use a cookie cutter to cut a slice of bread into the shape of a heart. Spread some tuna salad on the 
bread. Turn your heart on its side so it resembles a fish- the pointed end is the face, and the rounded 
end represents the fins. Place a gummy bear on the bread to represent Jonah in the belly of the great 
fish. Enjoy! 

 

Find a clean, empty two-liter bottle. Use construction paper, permanent markers, and other craft sup-
plies to make it look like a fish. As you work with your family, talk about how hard it might be to 
go to a faraway place to tell people about God. Place your completed “fish bank” on a table at 
home. Look for spare change to add to it. Consider donating a portion of your allowance to the fish 
bank. When it is full, send the money to a missionary, along with letters of encouragement.  

 

 

We can’t hide from God. He loves us! Have your family members hide while you count to ten. Each 
time you find a family member, give him or her a hug and say, “God sees you and so do I.” Then 
have that person help you find the others. As you find each person, give group hugs and say, “God 
sees you and so do we.” 
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Other Events and Announcements   

Please Note:  In-person events other than worship and Alcoholics  
Anonymous are currently on hold.   

 

• Worship Services every Sunday at 10:00 AM and on  
Facebook Live 

 

• Adult Sunday School 8:30 AM 

 

• Anchored Youth Group every Sunday at 5:00 PM 

 

• Alcoholics Anonymous every Monday and Thursday at 8:00 PM 

 

• Leadership Team Meeting—May 7, 2021 at 6:00 PM 

 

• Holy Communion every first Sunday of the month 

 

 

  

Our Staff— 

Pastor:  David Roach 

droach4@me.com 

 

Office Administrator:   

Linda Watkins 

lindawatkins1952@gmail.com 

 

Lay Leader:  Steve Cox 

stevecox2811@yahoo.com 

 

Custodian:  Brian Bailey 

 

Contact Us— 

 

Phone:  (740) 753-1939 

Address:   
First United Methodist Church 
205 West Columbus St. 
Nelsonville, OH  45764 

Website: 

fumcnelsonville.org 

 

Facebook: 

@FUMNelsonville 

 

Instagram: 

@fumcnelsonville 

Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts 

If you have questions about Scouts, contact Dave Loge  

(740) 707-1630 or Jeremy Boggs (740) 856-2795 or Dee Dee 

Loge (740) 707-5318. 

 

Common Line Editor and Designer:  Linda Watkins 

Individuals Contributing Photos and Content for this issue:   

Rev. David Roach, Dan Hill, Trisha Dean, Dave Loge, Mary K. Walsh, 

Steve Cox, Ainsley Kuhn, Debbie Cox, Jeremy Boggs, Claire Klodell, 

Adam Remnant, Emily Prince, Amy McCulloch and Dee Dee Loge. 

The Leadership Team continues to monitor COVID levels. Any changes in 
programming including in-person worship will be posted on the website, 
Facebook, FUMC office phone message and will be sent via email to those 
for whom we have email addresses.   We are also seeking additional  
greeters for Sunday mornings to help meet COVID protocols and give a 
warm welcome to all.  Let the church office know if you are interested in 
helping or need more information.  


