
MANY GIFTS, ONE SPIRIT 

#114 from The United Methodist Hymnal 

 

 

Many gifts, one Spirit,  

one love known in many ways.  

In our difference is blessing,  

from diversity we praise  

one Giver, one Lord,  

one Spirit, one Word  

known in many ways,  

hallowing our days.  

For the giver for the gifts,  

praise, praise, praise! 

 

 

 

God of change and glory, God of time and space,  when 

we fear the future, give to us your grace. In the midst of 

changing ways  give us still the grace to praise. 

 

 

God of many colors, God of many signs, you have made 

us different, blessing many kinds. As the old ways 

disappear, let your love cast out our fear.  

 

 

Freshness of the morning, newness of each night, you 

are still creating endless love and light. This we see, as 

shadows part, many gifts from one great heart.  

 

 

 

May we lift up these words in prayer this week as we 

prepare our hearts, minds and spirits for Thursday 

evening and the beyond! 
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Parkview United Methodist Church 

 

Mission Statement: To grow in faith in Christ and to 
reach out in God’s love.  

ADULT  

SPIRITUAL FORMATION  

AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

 

The current 9am Sunday morning Adult Bible study plans on 

continuing to meet this upcoming year. I encourage anyone who 

would like to get into detailed yet accessible discussions about the 

Bible to join this group. They’ll be excited to have you! 

 

Luann Outcalt will be going through a training this fall through 

Revelation Wellness, which will equip her to lead Christian 

devotional fitness classes. With that as an anchor, what other 

fitness and movement classes and events could we offer? 

Prayer Walk Club? Guided hikes in God’s beautiful creation?  

 

 

 

MISSION TRIPS AND PROJECTS 

 

One of the most evangelistic, engaging, and exciting parts of 

Parkview is our involvement with Volunteers in Mission. I do hope 

you will stick around after dinner on Thursday to attend the 

VIM meeting. During that time, the discussion will mainly be on 

preparing for the Rummage Sale and deciding on where to go this 

year. What mission work is God calling us to do as Parkview, 

as VIM, that requires us to travel far away? Just down the 

road?  

 

Following the VIM meeting, a representative from the Barron and 

Polk County Salvation Army Joint Shelter project will join us to 

provide some information about what sort of volunteer needs they 

will have going forward as they renovate an old nursing home off 

of TT in Barron County to provide emergency and transitional 

housing.  I feel quite certain that supporting this project is 

something God is calling us to do through in many ways.  

 

Finally, I invite those of you who have a flexible or retirement 

schedule to join me this year with volunteering weekly the Turtle 

Lake School (if it is safe to allow visitors to be in the school this year). What 

would it say to families in our community if they knew that 

once a week someone from Parkview was volunteering in their 

child’s classroom?   

 

THURSDAY, JULY 22 

OPENING PRAYER AND CONVERSATION  

5-6PM 

 

DINNER  

6-6:30 

 

VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION MEETING  

starting at 6:30 

 

INFORMATIONAL FORUM WITH DUANA BREMMER OF 

THE SALVATION ARMY ON MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

starting around 7:30 



Dear Beloved people of God, 

As your current pastor, I am very aware that I am in ministry with you all 

during a very unique time in the life of this church—I began my time with 

you during the disruptions and disappointments caused by the Covid 

worldwide pandemic, and my time with you all will coincide with possibly 

major changes in the worldwide United Methodist denomination. Being 

your pastor during a time such as this is a reminder of just how much of 

our work as a church is about serving current needs in our community and 

paying attention to what God is calling us to do not only here but also now.  

I’m so excited for this upcoming year—for the chance to join in the 

events, ministries and missions you all have been doing for years and for 

the ways in which we will try out new ideas and new ways of reaching out 

to our community in God’s love and growing in our individual faith in 

Christ. Please keep in mind I offer these following thoughts and ideas as 

starting points for conversation and congregational discernment, not as 

final plans that we are going to do. May we all be open to the work of the 

Holy Spirit in us this week as we prepare and come together for an 

evening of envisioning what this year might look like. I have no doubt the 

Holy Spirit will be speaking to and through us as we gather and as we go 

forth together in ministry this upcoming year! 

YOUTH GROUP 

I hope we can offer at least one youth event each month starting this fall. 

While I am excited to be a part of leading and supervising the youth 

group, I will need other adults in our church to help out as well.  

Some of the pieces for an active youth group have already come together: 

The Rose family is more than willing to host evening bonfires and other 

gatherings at their place. Georgeina has shared with me the stories of 

church lock-ins and how important that event was for helping young 

people in our community feel at home in our church. Many of you have 

spoken highly of Sonrise Service and Breakfasts, and Christmas tree 

cutting.  

What other events could we do this upcoming year? 

 

 

 

All four of this past year’s Confirmation students expressed interest and 

excitement in engaging in mission and service projects and trips. I’m right 

there with them. However, in order for that to happen we will need not 

only parent involvement, but also support and supervision from members 

of the church family who are retired and have flexibility in their schedule. 

 How might you (even if you aren’t a parent of a current youth 

member) help support, mentor, and supervise our youth group? 

 

CHILDREN’S  
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

AND SPIRITUAL FORMATION 
 

So far, no one has felt called to step in to the official Sunday School 

superintendent position. Therefore, perhaps we should take this next 

year to try out some new ways of caring for our youngest disciples as “co

-directors”. For instance, one person would commit to taking the lead 

on directing the Children’s Advent/Christmas program. Another person 

would organize the beginning of the year kick-off and welcome party, 

and perhaps a third person would organize the end of the year 

celebrations.  

During the school year, what if… 

What if instead of having a children’s only Sunday “School” class, 

we offered multi-generational programs each Sunday before 

worship?  Perhaps it could look something like this: 

•The first and third Sunday each month is a time of listening to and 
talking about a different praise/worship contemporary Christian 
song folks hear on the radio throughout the week? This could help 
parents to better understand how they can offer faith lessons as they 
listen to popular Christian music.  

•The second Sunday each month can be a time of acting out popular 
Bible stories? Like a monthly drama club that helps God’s children 
of all ages understand scripture in a new way.  

•The fourth Sunday of each month can be a time of creating cards and 
notes to send to the sick or imprisoned, to “visit” them as Jesus calls 
us to do (Matthew 25) 

•The months with a fifth Sunday, perhaps we could…? 

Instead of having a single person coordinate and lead this time each 
week, several adults from the congregation can work together in a 
rotation and each take a Sunday or two and serve as co-teachers and 
directors.  

 

This past year we all learned a lot about the opportunities and limitations 
on having online/digital content. Lori Peterson did a great job offering 
online Sunday School. In addition, over 18 people from our church 
family served as readers of our daily reading from the Spark Story Bible.  

Perhaps we offer another online/digital outreach like this? 

 

Through the $1,800 grant we received from the Wisconsin United 
Methodist Foundation we have been doing new events such as “Make 
and Take”, the outdoor movie series “Parkview Presents”, a circuit-wide 
Vacation Bible School in August (in the future), a booth at National 
Night Out (in the future) and a church subscription to Amplify Media. 
Thanks to Tammy Turcotte, Paula Carlson, Carol Hougdahl and Barb 
Fuller for helping to lead these events/ministries. What other special 
children and family outreach events might we try this school year?  


