
MOUNT BAKER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
70th ANNUAL BOARD MEETING

October 16, 2021

The MBBA Annual Meeting was held on October 16, 2021 at the Hamilton First Baptist
Church.  Pastor, Ron Edwards of the host church, welcomed the congregation to the
70th Annual Board Meeting for Mt. Baker Baptist Association by reading a scripture.  He
talked about the good work that began at Hamilton First 70 years ago and continues
today.

Pastor John Batts, Moderator then opened the meeting with a brief welcome himself. 
After verifying there were 21 messengers present, representing 12 different churches, 
John officially seated the messengers and called the meeting to order.  John asked if
there were any reports or messages from the NW Baptist Convention. This was a
popular date on the Convention calendar for meetings and no one was available to
personally attend.

Pat Dane, Secretary/Clerk of MBBA presented the minutes from the last Executive
Board Meeting on October 4, 2021.  Following the review of the minutes, the
September financial report was presented.  John Batts, Moderator then asked for a
motion that these reports be accepted as read.  Pastor Patrick Towell, Skagit Baptist
Church made the motion the reports be accepted and Pastor Ed Feller, Emmanuel
Baptist Church seconded.  Motion carried.

Pastor Roy Swihart, Missionary Director of the Cowboy Church was asked to give an
updated report on the associational block trailer which is now kept at Roy’s ranch.  He
reported that this past summer (2021) the Russian church in Bellingham used it twice. 
All 3 generators have been replaced since they were stolen.  The trailer did have it’s
annual inspection this summer and passed.  To reserve the trailer go through the
MBBA office at 360-856-6500.  If you have any questions about the set up of the block
trailer please call Roy Swihart.

Bruce Dane, Interim DOM thanked Brother Roy for helping with the block trailer,
although it hasn’t been used much in the past 2 summers because of Covid.  Roy has
been a big help in taking care of the trailer as well as storing it at his ranch in a safe
place.  Bruce then proceeded to give the Director of Missions report.  From September
2020 when he started we were in middle of Covid and some churches were having
virtual services.  Churches were slow as well as the Associational work in general.  He
did a lot of virtual visits and phone visits.  He was able to preach in 5 churches in 2020
and in 2021 he had 16 opportunities to preach.  It has been such a blessing to be in all
the different churches to preach as well as visit with church members.  Also, during this
year he has been to lunch several times with Tim Howe in Church Planting and David
Gass who is Region 1 Coordinator to help with church health.  Bruce also has worked
hard on our church website, where he posts announcements and newsletters for the
association.  However, about 3 weeks before this meeting the host of the web carrier



made an error that resulted in total loss of the website.  Bruce is now in the process of
rebuilding and restoring the website.  He encourages pastors to please look at the
website, mtbakerba.com as he is updating it, and make sure that we have current
information.  If the pastors see anything that is inaccurate, please contact us.  On
Friday, December 3, 2021 at 6 p.m. we will have the annual Christmas Party for pastors
and wives.  The place will be determined and we will be in contact with you as plans
develop.  We did not have it last year due to Covid, but glad we can resume it this year.

John Batts, Moderator recognized Pastor Ed Feller, Chairman of Nominating
Committee to come and make a motion on behalf of the Nominating Committee. 
Brother Ed said the following pastors have been asked and agreed to serve: 

Pat Towell, Moderator
Ed Feller, Vice Moderator
Troy VanHorn, Trustee

 Motion was seconded and motion passed.

John Batts, Moderator reported Shawnie Short who has served several years as VBS
Associational Director has let the Nominating Committee know this position is open and
needs someone.

Our attention was then directed to the handout of Proposed Associational Calendar for
2022 for informational purposes.

John Batts then directed our attention to the 2022 Budget Proposal to be discussed and
voted on.  The Budget Committee made the motion and Ed Feller, Pastor at
Emmanuel, seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Pat Towell, new moderator for the association and Ed Feller, vice moderator came to
the front of the auditorium and pastors gathered around them and laid hands on them
and had prayer led by John Batts.

Bruce Dane, Interim Director of Missions then expressed his appreciation to John Batts
for his service to the Association as moderator.  Bruce introduced Brent Frisbee, Music
Director at Valley Baptist, and expressed thanks for him being willing to lead us in
congregational singing leading up to our worship time.  Bruce also introduced our guest
speaker, Lance Caddel who works with the Northwest Baptist Convention in the area of
evangelism and church planting.

After the meeting and worship time, we were dismissed in prayer. 

Respectfully submitted,
Pat Dane, MBBA Clerk


