
Hearing God’s Call in Purcell
The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! 

Samuel!  Then Samuel said “Speak LORD, for your servant is listening.”1 
Samuel 3:10  (NIV)

All throughout the Bible, we see stories where God has called men and women, and 
sometimes even children to serve God in specific ways, and do God’s work on Earth.  
They are a variety of people from all walks of life, all backgrounds, all kinds of past 
experiences, and all ages.   Some are called to be leaders, some kings, some priests, some 
prophets, and some disciples.  Yet all are called to speak truth, proclaim the good news 
and do God’s work in the world.

Additionally, we see a variety of responses to God’s call on their lives.  We see some, 
like Abraham step forward in blind faith.  We see Moses offer multiple excuses before he 
obeys, Samuel needs help in actually hearing and discerning God’s voice, Jonah flat out 
says “no” and runs away to hide, Isaiah eagerly volunteers before he even knows what he 
is being asked to do,  and Jesus’ disciples respond in their own way as well. Lazarus 
perhaps has the most dramatic call story of all as he is called out of the tomb, from death 
back to life.

As 21st century humans, we too respond to God’s call on our life in varied and multiple 
ways.  Sometimes we eagerly follow along, and other times we balk at what God is 
asking us to do, depending on the task. Very often we have reasonable (to us) excuses, 
and other times we are confused and not sure what God wants from us. Sometimes we are 
eager to volunteer, and other times, like Jonah we just say “no” and try to hide from God. 
Yet what we see that in all of these call stories, as well as our lives, is that God does not 
ever stop calling us.  God waits patiently for us to answer his call on our lives.  This is 
part of our Wesleyan understanding of what prevenient grace looks like.  God never 
giving up on us and God never being satisfied until we choose His will for our lives.

Join us in September and October as we begin a seven-week sermon series entitled 
“When God Calls Your Name.”  Beginning Sept 13, we will examine God’s call on the 
lives of Abraham, Moses, Samuel, Isaiah, Jonah, Jesus’ disciples, and end with the 
ultimate call story of Lazarus.  I will be sharing portions of my own call story to ordained 
ministry throughout the sermon series as well.  Would you pray with me that during this 
series, each one of us will find within ourselves where God is calling us in our lives, what 
God is calling us to do? I look forward to seeing what God has in store for us!!

 
Be Blessed,

Pastor Susan

   Bishop Jimmy Nunn                                                 District Supt. Rev Dr Victor McCullough
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September
2 Angie Wren
3 Charles Gray
6 Charles Dawson
7 Kesha Montgomery
8 Rex Umber
10 Mickey Holden, Navoy Skinner
13 Nancy Maynard, Bobby Musgrave, 

Charles Goddard, Jr, Patrick Haynes
14 Jeff Page, Pam McCurdy
15 Elizabeth Cantrell
17 Dru Ann Niehaus
18 Brent Holden
20 Lucas Northcutt
21 Kylie Buterbaugh
24 Charles Perry, Nancy Ewing   Friedman
25 Caleb Beller
27 Tyler Sherman
28 Allison Northcutt, Andrew Cummings
29 Riley Wren

   

At Trinity United Methodist Church, we believe in 
the power of prayer. We are thankful to have a God 
who hears our prayers. Just submit a prayer 
request to our prayer committee at 
jmehawks@yahoo.com and 
clarica@suddenlink.net or drop it in the offering 
plate at Sunday worship your prayer will be sent to 
the people within our community committed to 
praying for you. We need to continue to pray for all 
who are dealing with health issues, to include; 
Ralph & Clarica Wall, Carolyn McCoy, Bernita 
Wilson, Ramona Vaughn, Judy Moring, Tom &   Pat 
Martin, Navoy & Connie Sue Skinner and Jerry & 
Margaret Maynard.  Let us not forget Lester Stapp 
& Family and others who are saddened due to the 
loss of a loved one, those who are in nursing 
facilities or receiving care at home and everyone 
who provides their care. 

Thank you for being a part of our Prayer 
Ministry. 

18 September 2020 from 4:30PM to 6:30 PM, “Evening 
of Appreciation for First Responders”is being held 

outdoors at the Lexington Park.  There will be a worship 
band from Tahlequah and food; FREE to the public.  

Bring your lawn chairs and blankets and help us show 
our appreciation to all of our first responders.  
Sponsored by:  Lexington Methodist Church

 We will be having one worship service at 
10:30 AM on Sundays until further notice.

 Children’s Church is back in session.  
It will be held the 2nd and 4th Sundays of 
the month beginning on 13 Sep right 
after Children’s Moment.

 Remember, if you are ill or if you 
suspect you have been exposed to the 
COVID-19 virus or any other infectious 
disease, please avoid attending worship 
service, and seek the advice of your 
medical provider.

 If you need to use the elevator; please 
follow the guidelines listed below:

o No more than 2 people at a time
o Everyone must wear a face mask
o Use disinfecting wipes to wipe any 

hard surfaces you touch or wear 
plastic gloves (supplies provided)

 COVID Supply Drive for Purcell Schools; 
following items needed prior to Labor 
Day:

o Masks (all sizes, disposable or 
reusable)

o Antibacterial hand soap-pump 
bottles

o Lysol Spray
o Clorox Wipes – (or any brand)
o Paper towels
o Disposable gloves
o Any size hand sanitizer
o Tissues
o Hand lotion

mailto:jmehawks@yahoo.com
mailto:clarica@suddenlink.net


WEEKLY INFORMATIONAL CHURCH E-

MAIL!

Pastor Susan has implementing a weekly e-
mail that is sent out to everyone that we have 
current e-mail addresses for. If you have not 
received the e-mails that have been sent out 
since 5 August please send an e-mail to 
trinitypurcell@yahoo.com in order for us to 
verify/update your information.  God Bless

No meeting scheduled for September at this 
time.  

News from Our Children’s Group 

& Youth Ministry 

Children’s Church will be held the 2nd and 4th 
Sunday’s of the month right after Children’s 
Moment beginning 13 September.  Please 
watch the TUMC website and Facebook for 
other updates. 
 
News from Crosstalk Sunday School 
Class

CrossTalk is reading the Book of Jeremiah.  
Please watch facebook for meeting update; we 
are looking forward to being together again real 
soon.  If you have any questions please 
contact Carolyn Cummings at 405-834-8980.

The Chancel Choir practice has been 
cancelled until further notice.

UNCLE RALPH’S THOUGHT FOR THE 
DAY

Wisper, I love you to a butterfly and they 
will fly to heaven and deliver your message.

God Bless, Love ya,
UNCLE RALPH  

News from Finance
    These are certainly uncharted days we have been 
living through the past few months.  Covid-19 has 
affected pretty much every facet of our lives, 
including most aspects of church worship.  Though 
we have been worshipping in person since late June, 
(with a brief break for back to on-line only), 
COVID-19 is still affecting the manner in which we 
worship, and do ministry.  And as a church rule, in-
person attendance (or lack thereof) greatly affects 
church finances as well.
     So, first of all, a huge thank you to all of you 
who continue to give so faithfully.  As pastor, I 
personally guarantee you that your gifts are put to 
good use, and that all financial dealings are readily 
available and transparent should you ever have 
questions or concerns.   We are blessed that our 
Finance team did request and receive funds from the 
Payroll Protection Plan as passed by Congress in the 
Cares Act.  However, those funds were only 
intended for very short-term (10 weeks) usage.   
    After studying July’s finances very carefully (in 
which we held in-person worship each week), the 
church met its monthly budgeted obligations by 
only 67%, That’s approximately two thirds of what 
we need each month to fund our obligations.  
August giving’s came in at 40.5% of what is needed 
to operate.  This is a troublesome statistic, and is 
frankly, unsustainable for very long.
    But God is faithful and I believe God’s people 
are faithful as well.  No matter what happens, or no 
matter how long COVID-19 lasts, God will still 
work in Purcell and in the world, and we will still 
do ministry as Trinity UMC, making a difference in 
the life of the people in Purcell.  Thank you for your 
generosity and commitment to both God, and to our 
church.  
Pastor Susan
 

mailto:trinitypurcell@yahoo.com
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SEPTEMBER 2020 TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 

6 Worship 
@10:30 AM, 
Last day for 
COVID-19 
Supply Drive 

7  8 9 10    11 12    

13 Worship 
@10:30 AM, 
Children’s 
Church 

14 15 16 17  18  Appreciation for 
First Responders, 
4:30 – 6:30 PM 
Lexington Park, FREE 

19 

20 Worship 
@10:30 AM 

21 22 23 24 25 26    

27 Worship 
@10:30 AM, 
Children’s 
Church

28  29 30 DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER 

ARTICLES  IS THE 21
ST
 OF EACH 

MONTH!

WORSHIP TIME – 10:30 AM


