
 

 
 

Children’s Ministries in Purcell 
Then people brought little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray 

for them. But the disciples rebuked them. Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, 

and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”  Matthew 

19: 13-14 (NIV) 
Covid-19 changed lots of things in our lives, our schools, our jobs, and certainly in our 
church.     While everyone experienced the hardships associated with the many changes 
brought about by quarantine and isolation, our children certainly suffered too.   At a 
young age, they have been asked to adapt to continuous changes in sports, school, and 
general routines. Though our programming here at Trinity UMC wasn’t huge for kids, it 
did come to a complete standstill, and has been now for over a year. 
 
In April, we had a Children’s Ministry meeting to talk about things we could do to help 
jumpstart our programs, and especially minister to the 1-2 children we do have.  We had 
a good turnout, with lots of input and ideas.  We did settle on a few things to be done in 
the immediate future.  We realized that as of now, we are not necessarily prepared 
should we have young children (toddlers or babies) and their families visit and find a 
hospitable space.  We also realized that we do want to begin programming, starting 
slowly with a Vacation Bible School this summer.  (baby steps!).  We will work on 
returning to a children’s Sunday School this fall.  Thanks to Patricia Hudson, who 
resumed Children’s Church in September, we do have that option for kids.  Below are a 
couple of action steps we settled on: 
 
**Infant/Toddler area in Sanctuary:    We will turn the unused space in the back of the 
sanctuary on the NE side into what we are calling a “pray ground”.  It will be reserved for 
anyone who wants to take a small child there to be able to get down off the pew and play 
quietly.  We will have a rocker, quiet toys, coloring materials, and small table & chairs 
available for a parent and child who still want to remain in worship and not go to the 
nursery.  Nothing in that space will be permanent and can easily be converted back into 
seating if the need arises for a funeral or wedding. 
 
**Facelift and freshening of the downstairs nursery:   The nursery was freshly 
painted a few years ago.  We plan on having a church wide “baby shower” and an 
amazon wish list to simply freshen up the space with new age-appropriate toys, 
decorations, and other suitable improvements.  It will need a de-humidifier, a deep 
cleaning and should be good to go!  Watch for information on requested items! 
 
**Diaper changing stations in the bathrooms on the main floor:  Currently, the only 
place to change a diaper is in the basement nursery, on a very outdated pad.  We need 
new, safe ones installed for easy accessibility to parents (including dads).  We will order 
the Koala Care wall mounted stations & install. 
 
**A scaled down VBS of 3 or so evenings:  We are looking at dates, and hope to call 
a special “VBS planning meeting” later this month so we can get the ball rolling.  We will 
publicize details as soon as we know, and are counting on YOU to get the word out, 
invite your family and neighbors, and maybe even volunteer in some way! 
 
We have no guarantees that any of these actions will change anything, but we know that 
doing NOTHING will not change anything either!   Please pray with me for our children’s 
ministries, and even more important, simply pray for our children and their families--here 
in our church, here in Purcell, and those around the world.    Jesus loves the little 
children, and so do we!  We are simply called to be faithful.                                               
Blessings, Pastor Susan 
 

   Bishop Jimmy Nunn                                                   District Supt. Rev Dr Victor McCullough 
                                           Trinity United Methodist Staff Members 
         Mike McElderry - Organist      Rhonda Ingram-Harper – Administrative Assistant                              
                                                         Rev. Susan Whitley, Pastor
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May 

1 Jack Lucy, Jason Midkiff 

3 BJ Cummings, Cody Adams, Colton 

Wren, Cheyenne Fulks 

4 Jacob Jones, Taylor Rollins 

5 Sean Baker 

6 Rick Hudson 

7 Roxanne Maynard Bogues, Michael 

Bock 

10 Dave Barrick 

12 Amanda Boatwright, Michael Wyatt, 

Garrett Fox 

15 Addison Stanton 

16 Pam Kaiser, Shelby Enox 

17 Kim Cummings, Rayanne Carpenter 

18 Rebecca Anne Mayes 

19 Lee Reimer, Ryan Beller, Kyle Enox 

20 Mark Galvin, Austin Mathews, Ava 

Midkiff 

22 Victoria Rolin 

23 Ron Page 

26 Steven Richards, Abby Sheehy 

______________________________________ 
 

DearTrinity UMC, 
 
What makes trying to feed 
kids through a pandemic 
easier?  It is having the 

solid foundation of our church family and all the 
love and support you have shown for the 
kiddos of our schools.  
Matthew 14: 13-21 is the story of Jesus feeding 
the 5000. Jesus took the bread and the fish, 
asked God's blessing on the food, breaking the 
loaves into pieces he kept giving the bread and 
the fish to his disciples to give to the hungry 
crowd. The scripture says that they ate and 
were satisfied. We are disciples of Christ.  
 
The Lil Dragon Food pantry began 5 years 
ago; and as we have not fed 5000 yet we will 
continue to do more. By the end of this school 
year, we will have fed more than 500 children 
many meals, some of their families and several 
Senior Citizens as well. 
We want to thank you for all your prayers, 
contributions, love and support. These families 

deserve all of our help, support and so much 
more.  Every day we can do this; is a blessing 
that gives parents peace of mind knowing their 
child is getting a good meal to eat and will not 
go hungry today.  
 
Thank you again so very much!! 
GO DRAGONS! 
John, Pam and Brylie 

 

 
 

At Trinity United Methodist Church, we believe in 

the power of prayer. We are thankful to have a 

God who hears our prayers. Just submit a prayer 

request to our prayer committee at 

jmehawks@yahoo.com and 

clarica@suddenlink.net or drop it in the offering 

plate at Sunday worship your prayer will be sent 

to the people within our community committed to 

praying for you.  We need to continue to pray for 

all who are dealing with health issues, to include; 

Ralph & Clarica Wall, Charles Dawson, Don 

McQuerrey, Bill & Rayora Moore, Marilyn Ellis, 

Mike & Karen Horoho & Mike’s Mom & Family, 

Glenda & Perry Nemecek, Carolyn McCoy, Judy 

Moring, Tom & Pat Martin, Navoy & Connie Sue 

Skinner, Al & Bobby Musgrave and Jerry & 

Margaret Maynard.   Also remember others who 

are saddened due to the loss of a loved one, 

those who are in nursing facilities or receiving 

care at home and everyone who provides their 

care.  

Thank you for being a part of our Prayer 

Ministry.  

 

• Trustees Meeting:  10 May (Mon) @ 6:30 
PM 

• Wesley Foundation Service: 16 May (Sun) 
@ 10:30 AM 

• Senior Recognition Sunday:  16 May 
• “Reading the Bible in 2021: In person 

meetings, 23 May (Sun) @ 6:00 PM & 20 
May @ 10:00 AM 

• Children’s Church:  Held the 2nd and 4th 
Sunday after Children’s Moment. 

mailto:jmehawks@yahoo.com
mailto:clarica@suddenlink.net


Wesley Foundation /Sr. Sunday Worship 

 

    Be sure and join us for worship on Sunday 

May 16 for two special events!  We will have 

the Wesley Foundation from ECU sharing a 

message with us that day.  This is a re-schedule 

from February, when we cancelled worship due 

to severe cold weather, snow and ice.  We will 

receive a love offering to help them further 

their ministry in Ada.  Our own Emma Rolin 

will be sharing as an alum! 

    We will also celebrate Sr. Sunday that day, as 

we honor 2021 Purcell graduates Lucy Wilson 

and Kora Keith.  We will present them with a 

gift, pray over them, and see a brief slide show.  

You are invited to stay for a small reception 

after worship honoring these two outstanding 

grads!  We hope to see you on May 16! 

 

 

Father, as a believer, my 

ultimate destination is 

heaven.  Keep me from 

grumbling when you have 

me take a bumpy side road 

rather than the 

interstate.  Help me see 

how a rocky road may 

bring me closer to you. 

 

love,   

uncle ralph & aunt clarica 

 

 
 

News from Our Children’s Group  
 
All are invited to Children’s Church. “Reader’s 
Theater with Bible Stories” on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of the month.  See Pastor Susan’s 
article for new and exciting changes coming 
soon.  Come join the fun!  
 
Your Teacher’s, 
Kelly Eck, Pam Hobbs 
& Patricia Hudson 
 

News from Sunday School Classes 
 
God’s Helpers Sunday School class is meeting at 
9:30 AM in the fellowship hall. So glad to be 
meeting in person again! 

CrossTalk will begin studying Luke through the 
book of Acts.  Meeting in person in the library at 
9:15 AM Sunday for coffee and visiting.  If you 
don’t feel comfortable visiting, please join us at 
9:30 AM for class.   If you have any questions, 
please contact Carolyn Cummings at 405-834-
8980. 
 

 

 
 

“Reading the Bible in 2021”  
 
Join Carolyn Cummings and others who are 
reading through the Bible in 2021.  Carolyn is 
using the Chronological Bible as the guide.  Each 
day you will read a few different passages from 
various parts of the Bible.  They meet once a 
month, informally, to discuss or reflect on what 
has been read.  Let Carolyn know if you are 
interested.    
 

Service (Volunteer) Opportunities 
 
Have you ever wondered if there was a way you 
could volunteer, or help at church?  We have a 
few immediate opportunities available!  
    *Now that we have started fellowship time 
again, we need someone to set up the coffee pot 
on Saturdays. (Pastor Susan can turn it on early 
Sunday).  Ralph Wall has volunteered to do that, 
but there may be occasions when he cannot, and 
someone else will need to.  If you’d like to be the 
backup, let me, or Ralph know. 
    *Provide a snack for Sunday fellowship 
(donuts, banana bread, cookies, anything!)  We 
have the first and third Sundays covered, but if 
you would like to be a regular, or even a one-time 
provider let me know!  There will be a sign-up 
sheet available. 
    * Communion steward once a month.  We 
need someone to make sure we have juice, 
bread, and to fill cups on the first Sunday of each 
month.  This can be done during the Sunday 
School hour, or earlier in the week.   That person 
would also be responsible for putting communion 
things away after church on Sunday. 
 
All three of these are fairly easy jobs that don’t 
require a lot of time.  If any of these interest you, 
please contact the office, or let Pastor Susan 
know. 
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MAY 2021 TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday 
  

         1  

2 Sunday School @ 9:30 

AM, Worship Service @ 
10:30 AM 

3   4   5  Rotary Cooks 

“To-Go Lunches” 
12:00 – 12:30 PM 

6  7  8   

9 Sunday School @ 9:30 

AM, Worship Service @ 
10:30 AM,  Children’s 
Church 

10  Trustees 

Meeting @ 6:30 PM 
11   12  Rotary Cooks 

“To-Go Lunches” 
12:00 – 12:30 PM, 
Purcell High 
School Graduation 

13   14    15    

16 Sunday School @ 9:30 

AM, Wesley Foundation 
Service today, Senior 
Recognition Sunday  

17  18   19 Rotary Cooks 

“To-Go Lunches” 
12:00 – 12:30 PM,  

20   Reading 

the Bible Mtg 
@ 10:00 AM   

21   
   

22  

23  Sunday School @ 9:30 

AM, Worship Service @ 
10:30 AM,  Children’s 
Church, Reading the Bible 
Mtg @ 6:00 PM 

24  25   26  Rotary Cooks 

“To-Go Lunches” 
12:00 – 12:30 PM, 

27   28 29  

30  Sunday School @ 9:30 

AM, Worship Service @ 
10:30 AM 

31 

  

 DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER ARTICLES IS THE 21ST 

OF EACH MONTH! WORSHIP TIME – 10:30 AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL – 9:30 AM 


