
 

 
 

Lenten Prayer in Purcell 
 

“Very early in the morning while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the 

house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.”  Mark 1: 35 (NIV) 
 

One question that is appropriate for any time of the year, and especially now during Lent, 

is the question of whether or not our church will be a praying church.   Beginning this 

week, we will have a specific time of prayer at the altar rail, for those who wish to come 

forward and pray, close to the end of each service. We will have a small table set up as 

well, with votive candles to be lit as an active, physical prayer for a specific need, person, 

or situation.  Walking up to light a candle is literally a prayer unto itself—a physical way 

of being in prayer, and symbolically lighting a candle to represent light in a dark world.   

Prayer is an important, even vital part of a church’s life.   

  

We are also having prayer each day at noon in the sanctuary, led by Teresa Langley or 

myself.  We have a scripture, devotion, maybe a song, and then a time of prayer.  Please 

join us as you can and as you will. It will take, however, an intentional decision to be 

here.  Set an alarm or write it on your calendar.   There is also a 40-day prayer calendar 

available to sign if you are willing to specifically pray for our church and the community 

of Purcell at least once during Lent. 

 

The writer of Ephesians reminds us to pray at all times, for all things.  In 1 Thessalonians 

5:1, we are told to pray without ceasing.  In other words, prayer is an essential part of a 

healthy spiritual life.  Prayer is our lifeline to God.  Though we may not understand 

exactly how prayer works, we have the promise and assurance that God hears our prayers 

and is compassionate.  Prayer expresses what we humans often like to ignore:  our own 

state of fragile dependence.  Jim Cymbala, in Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire, writes “I have 

discovered an astonishing truth:  God is attracted to weakness.  God can’t resist those 

who humbly and honestly admit how desperately they need Him. Our weakness, in fact, 

makes room for God’s power.” (p. 19) When we admit that we need help and that we are 

in fact dependent on God’s grace, then we are better able to see God begin to work in our 

lives, in our families, in our church, and in our world. Prayer changes our perspective on 

life and allows room for God to communicate and work within us. 

 

Prayer works!  We get busy and tend to forget to turn to God.  Yet we see in the 

Scriptures, that even Jesus took time to pray.  He needed to be refreshed, and to hear from 

God.  If Jesus needed to pray, how much more so do we?  During Advent, I preached 

about God working in unexpected ways.  God is indeed the God of the Unexpected.  

What if we added that understanding, and then truly prayed, I wonder what unexpected 

blessings or miracles could happen this year?    We still have lots of space on the prayer 

vigil.  Give us a call, and we will sign you up for a day!  What better to expect the 

unexpected than through prayer?  Will you pray with me? 

 

With Prayer and Blessings, 

 

Pastor Susan 

   Bishop Jimmy Nunn                                                   District Supt. Rev Dr Victor McCullough 
                                           Trinity United Methodist Staff Members 
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At Trinity United Methodist Church, we believe in 

the power of prayer. We are thankful to have a 

God who hears our prayers. Just submit a prayer 

request to our prayer committee at 

jmehawks@yahoo.com and 

clarica@suddenlink.net or drop it in the offering 

plate at Sunday worship your prayer will be sent 

to the people within our community committed to 

praying for you.  We need to continue to pray for 

all who are dealing with health issues, to include; 

Charles Dawson, Don McQuerrey, Bill & Rayora 

Moore, Marilyn Ellis, Mike & Karen Horoho & 

Mike’s Mom & Family, Glenda & Perry Nemecek, 

Ralph & Clarica Wall, Carolyn McCoy, Judy 

Moring, Tom & Pat Martin, Navoy & Connie Sue 

Skinner and Jerry & Margaret Maynard.   Also 

remember others who are saddened due to the 

loss of a loved one, those who are in nursing 

facilities or receiving care at home and everyone 

who provides their care.  

Thank you for being a part of our Prayer 

Ministry.  

 

• Sunday School starts at 9:30 AM with 
Worship service at 10:30 AM on Sundays  

• 40 Days of Prayer in Sanctuary: Mon – Fri 
@ Noon; Come and go as you can. 

• 40 Days of Prayer sign-up:  5 minutes 
praying specifically for our church and 
community; see calendar. 

• Lenten Study: (He Chose the Nails) Weds 
@ 6:00 PM 

• “Reading the Bible in 2021: In person 
meetings, 25 Mar (Thur) @ 10:00 AM & 28 
Mar (Sun) @ 6:00 PM 

• Children’s Church:  Held the 2nd and 4th 
Sunday after Children’s Moment. 

• Remember, if you are ill or if you suspect 
you have been exposed to the COVID-19 
virus or any other infectious disease, 
please avoid attending worship service, 
and seek the advice of your medical 
provider. 

 
 

 
 

The season of Lent is upon us, and it is not too 
soon to be making plans for Holy Week, which 
comes at the very beginning of April.  I invite you 
to join us, as we walk with Jesus those final days 
and nights to the cross.  Many of us want to skip 
right to Easter, but the joy of Easter is much 
better experienced when we have experienced 
the darkness beforehand. 
March 28:  Palm Sunday     We will recount 
Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem with the 
celebration and waving of the Palm branches.  
April 1: Maundy Thursday:  7 p.m.  We will 
have a special service that remembers Jesus’ 
final night on earth, as he eats with his disciples 
for the final time.  We will have a special 
communion as we see Jesus institute that new 
ritual. 
April 2:  Good Friday:  7 p.m.  We will have a 
somber, moving service in which we recall Jesus’ 
death on the cross, and the great sacrifice he 
makes on our behalf. 
April 4:  Easter Sunday!  He is risen indeed!  
Join us at 10:30 for a joy filled service that 
celebrates the Resurrection of Jesus. 
Stay tuned for any other extra activities that may 
be planned in and around the time of Easter. 

mailto:jmehawks@yahoo.com
mailto:clarica@suddenlink.net


 
 

 
 

News from Our Children’s Group  
 
All are invited to Children’s Church. “Reader’s 
Theater with Bible Stories” on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of the month.  Come join the fun! 
 
Your Teacher’s, 
Kelly Eck & Pam Hobbs 
& Patricia Hudson 

 
 

 News from Sunday School Classes 
 
God’s Helpers Sunday School class is meeting at 
9:30 AM in the fellowship hall. So glad to be 
meeting in person again! 
 
CrossTalk is reading the Book of Revelation.  
Meeting in person in the library at 9:15 AM 
Sunday for coffee and visiting.  If you don’t feel 
comfortable visiting please join us at 9:30 AM for 
class.   If you have any questions please contact 
Carolyn Cummings at 405-834-8980. 
 

 

 
 

“Reading the Bible in 2021”  
 
Carolyn Cummings is encouraging folks that wish 
to participate to read through the Bible in 2021.  
She is using the Chronological Bible as the 
guide.  Each day you will read a few different 
passages from various parts of the Bible.  We will 
meet once a month, informally, to discuss or 
reflect on what has been read.  What a wonderful 
way to stay grounded in God's word! Let Carolyn 
know if you are interested.    
 

Lenten Bible Study 
 

As part of our Lenten discipline, Pastor Susan is   
leading a 5-week study, “He Chose the Nails” by 
Max Lucado. This is not as much as  

 
 
 informational study, as it is a spiritual 
formation study, designed to help us examine 
ourselves and grow closer to God during this 
Lenten season.  The study began 24 Feb and will 
be meeting Wednesday evenings at 6 pm.   

 

When the seas of life are 

tossing to and FRO.  

(pandemic, covid-19) turn 

your eyes upon Jesus.  All 

is well 

 

God Bless, love ya 

uncle ralph & aunt clarica 

 
  

FINANCE NEWS 
 

     Thank you to all of you have given so 

faithfully!   We exceeded our budgetary goals 

in January!  However:  word of caution---it was 

because a couple of people gave their yearly 

pledge up front.  This is a wonderful example of 

faithfulness in tithing!  Overall, it was still a good 

month.  February is shaping up to be very 

different because of the missed Sunday due to 

weather.  With one Sunday left to report, we 

are down well over 60%.  I believe we will 

eventually make that up because God’s 

people are so faithful.  

   Many of you give regularly to our AC/Heating 

fund!  We appreciate it more than you know.  

The Trustees recently used the nearly $5000 in 

that fund to replace the SW unit.  But praise be 

to God that we had the money on hand!  We 

are now replenishing that fund with the giving 

that we get that is designated for that!  Please 

know that your giving goes where it is directed 

by you.  We are transparent in our record 

keeping.  Thanks to Rhonda Ingram-Harper 

and Lori Cudd for securing a second round of 

PPP money earlier this year.  We qualified for 

$19,000 which will be a huge help to support 

staff salaries and other qualified expenses. 

  If you have never considered giving regularly 

before, Lent is a great time to begin.  Even a 

little makes a difference in our mindset as we 

practice the spiritual discipline of generosity.  I 

pray that you let God speak to your heart 

about what you are called to do! 
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MARCH 2021 TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

1   40 Days 

of Prayer 
@ Noon   

2 40 Days of 

Prayer @ Noon   
3  Rotary Cooks 

“To-Go Lunches” 
12:00 – 12:30 PM, 
40 Days of Prayer 
@ Noon, Lenten 
Study @ 6:00 PM       

4  40 Days of 

Prayer @ Noon   
5  40 Days of 

Prayer @ Noon   
6    

7  Sunday School @ 

9:30 AM, Worship 
Service @ 10:30 AM   

8  40 Days 

of Prayer 
@ Noon     

9 40 Days of 

Prayer @ Noon   
10  Rotary Cooks 

“To-Go Lunches” 
12:00 – 12:30 PM, 
40 Days of Prayer 
@ Noon,  Lenten 
Study @ 6:00 PM              

11 40 Days of 

Prayer @ Noon    
12  40 Days of 

Prayer @ Noon   
13   

14   Sunday School @ 

9:30 AM, Worship 
Service @ 10:30 AM,  
Children’s Church 

15 40 

Days of 
Prayer @ 
Noon      

16 40 Days of 

Prayer @ Noon   
17    Rotary Cooks 

“To-Go Lunches” 
12:00 – 12:30 PM, 
40 Days of Prayer 
@ Noon,  Lenten 
Study @ 6:00 PM           

18  40 Days of 

Prayer @ Noon   
19  40 Days of 

Prayer @ Noon   
20  

21    Sunday School @ 

9:30 AM, Worship 

Service @ 10:30 AM ”   

22 40 

Days of 
Prayer @ 
Noon    

23 40 Days of 

Prayer @ Noon    
24  Rotary Cooks 

“To-Go Lunches” 
12:00 – 12:30 PM, 
40 Days of Prayer 
@ Noon,  Lenten 
Study @ 6:00 PM           

25  Reading 

the Bible Mtg 
@ 10:00 AM, 
40 Days of 
Prayer @ Noon   

26 40 Days of 

Prayer @ Noon   
27  

28   Sunday School @ 

9:30 AM, Worship 
Service @ 10:30 AM,  
Children’s Church, 
Reading the Bible Mtg 
@ 6:00 PM   

29  40 

Days of 
Prayer @ 
Noon    

30  40 Days of 

Prayer @ Noon   

 
DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER 

ARTICLES  IS THE 21ST OF EACH 

MONTH! WORSHIP TIME – 10:30 AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL – 9:30 AM ALSO 

AVAILABLE ONLINE 


