
 

 
 
 

A New Year in Purcell 
“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 

I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland”.  

Isaiah 43:19 NIV 

 
The 43rd chapter of Isaiah is one of my favorite chapters in the Bible.  It is a beautiful message of 

God’s faithfulness to Israel, as they are still being held in captivity in Babylon. This also 

translates as God’s faithfulness to us, personally and as a Church.   Though God (through the 

prophet Isaiah) is chastising Israel for their failure to worship and make correct sacrifices, God 

still promises to be with them, to see them through all sorts of troubled times, to deliver them, and 

to even eventually bring down their captors in Babylon. 

 

We are beginning a new calendar year this week.  I think many of us have hope that 2021 will be 

a better year than 2020. (I mean—it’s got to be, right?)  We just finished a seven week series 

about God working in unexpected ways.  The characters of the Christmas story certainly 

experienced unexpected twists and turns in their lives, as we all did in 2020.   With that said, as 

unexpected as 2020 was, I am optimistic that 2021 will be a year of seeing God work in 

unexpected ways at Trinity UMC.   We just need to be looking for, and expecting the unexpected.  

I hope that you have been thinking about hopes, dreams, ministries, journeys, and even 

possibilities for this coming year.  A new calendar year always brings about an opportunity to do 

things differently, to make a fresh start, or just an opportunity to reflect on the past, and then 

focus on the future.  What new things will God be doing in Purcell this year? 

 

At Charge Conference this year, I was asked to make some personal observations about the 

church, which have turned into some unofficial personal goals of mine, on behalf of Trinity 

UMC.  Though these are things I would like to see, I also pray that God has some unexpected 

plans for all of us.  I shared these with our Administrative Council at our October meeting.  Here 

is a brief run-down of some of them. 

• Continue to work to make worship as excellent as possible in every way, including 

updating worship software and streaming capabilities. 

• Look for ways to streamline our committee structure to make it more efficient and 

responsive. 

• Continue to increase our presence in the community through local mission and 

community involvement.   A renewed focus on mission of all kinds is essential for the 

people of God to share the Gospel. 

• Awareness of personal discipleship, with people experiencing God in a way that moves 

them farther along in their faith journey. This includes preparing for and expecting new 

things with children and youth. 

• Understanding the connectional nature of our church, and how our finances impact us on 

the local church level, as well as a broader understanding of the UMC and worldwide 

mission.  Extravagant generosity will be encouraged throughout the year, not just at 

Budget time. 

Now, with all that being said, I am so excited to see what God has in store for us.  I also look 

forward to hearing what God may have spoken to you during Advent.  I am excited to be part of 

an historic church that remembers its past, but has an eye towards the future.  The future is here. 

Let’s live into whatever unexpected things God has for us!       

 

Happy New Year!      Pastor Susan 

   Bishop Jimmy Nunn                                                   District Supt. Rev Dr Victor McCullough 
                                           Trinity United Methodist Staff Members 
                  – Music Director          Mike McElderry - Organist 
                           – Nursery                               Rhonda Ingram-Harper – Administrative Assistant 
                                                           Rev. Susan Whitley, Pastor
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January 

 

1 Margaret Maynard 

2 David Stanton 

4 Celeste Clary, Chardee Carpenter 

5 Dale Richardson 

6 Carolyn Breeden, Jacob Sheehy 

8 Crew Montgomery 

9 Dede Page, Adam Wells 

12 Seth Rollins, Tara Anderson, Kevin Wren 

15 Laura Harris, Adam Johnson, Austin 

Johnson, Emily Cudd Harwell, Mildred 

Urbina, Leon Stejskal, Mike Horoho 

16 Dolores McQuerrey 

17 Zachary Stanton 

18 Steve Kaiser, Danny Johnson, Michele 

Schaub 

19 Zack Harris II, Connie Sue Skinner 

20 Luann Harris, Bill Cummings Jr 

21 Earla Tate, Lana Beerhalter 

22 Alexis Cummings 

24 Rachelle Perigo, Danny Matthews 

25 Hartly Wollenberg 

26 Shelley Richards, Michelle Smith 

27 Bruce Bryan 

28 Carolyn Cummings 

29 Taylor May 

30 Lauren Moore 
 

 

 
 

At Trinity United Methodist Church, we believe in 

the power of prayer. We are thankful to have a God 

who hears our prayers. Just submit a prayer 

request to our prayer committee at 

jmehawks@yahoo.com and 

clarica@suddenlink.net or drop it in the offering 

plate at Sunday worship your prayer will be sent to 

the people within our community committed to 

praying for you.  Let us say a special prayer for 

Wendy DeMoss, Kevin Little and their family as 

they deal with the recent loss of their mom Betty 

Little.  We need to continue to pray for all who are 

dealing with health issues, to include; Marilyn Ellis, 

Mike & Karen Horoho & Mike’s Mom & Family, 

Glenda & Perry Nemecek, Ralph & Clarica Wall, 

Carolyn McCoy, Lana Beerhalter, Ramona Vaughn, 

Judy Moring, Tom & Pat Martin, Navoy & Connie 

Sue Skinner and Jerry & Margaret Maynard.   Also 

remember others who are saddened due to the 

loss of a loved one, those who are in nursing 

facilities or receiving care at home and everyone 

who provides their care.  

Thank you for being a part of our Prayer 

Ministry.  

 

Dear God, 

I know that a resolution is 

a commitment.  Help me rise 

to a new life.  Guide me to 

set and keep goals that 

will make me be my best. 

We wish you the best new 

year ahead. 

 

God Bless, love ya 

uncle ralph & aunt clarica 

 

 

 

• Sunday School starts at 9:30 AM with 
Worship service at 10:30 AM on Sundays  

• Board of Trustees Meeting:  11 Jan (Mon) 
@ 6:30 PM 

• Children’s Church:  Is held the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of the month right after 
Children’s Moment. 

• “Reading the Bible in 2021: In person 
meeting 24 Jan (Sun) @ 6:00 PM 

• Remember, if you are ill or if you 
suspect you have been exposed to the 
COVID-19 virus or any other infectious 
disease, please avoid attending worship 
service, and seek the advice of your 
medical provider. 
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News from Our Children’s Group  
 
All are invited to Children’s Church. “Reader’s 
Theater with Bible Stories” on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of the month.  Come join the fun! 
 
Your Teacher’s, 
Kelly Eck & Pam Hobbs 
& Patricia Hudson 
 

 News from Sunday School Classes 
 
God’s Helpers Sunday School class is meeting 
at 9:30 AM in the fellowship hall. So glad to be 
meeting in person again! 
 
CrossTalk is reading the Book of Revelation.  
Meeting in person in the library at 9:15 AM 
Sunday for coffee and visiting.  If you don’t feel 
comfortable visiting please join us at 9:30 AM 
for class.   If you have any questions please 
contact Carolyn Cummings at 405-834-8980. 
 

 

 
 

“Reading the Bible in 2021”  

 
Carolyn Cummings is encouraging folks that 
wish to participate to read through the Bible in 
2021.  She is using the Chronological Bible as 
the guide.  Each day you will read a few 
different passages from various parts of the 
Bible (ex:  OT, a Psalm, a letter).  We will meet 
once a month, informally, and people can 
discuss or reflect on what has been read.  
What a wonderful way to stay grounded in 
God's word! Let Carolyn know if you are 
interested.     

  

 
 

The Chancel Choir practice has been 
cancelled until further notice. 

Finance News 
 

     It is not an understatement to say that 

2020 was a challenging year for all of us, 

and for the church, in many ways, including 

financially.  Thanks to the many of you who 

continued to be so faithful in your giving, 

even going above and beyond at times.  I am 

especially grateful for those of you who 

have not attended worship in-person, but 

have continued to send in your tithes and 

gifts.  That is faithfulness!  I long for the day 

when we can all gather safely again! 

   We ended the year on a positive note, 

coming in with receipts that covered our 

budget. Several things contributed to that. 

First, your faithful giving was invaluable. 

Also, we received PPP money from the 

Cares Act passed by Congress early in 2020 

(that loan has been forgiven). We also came 

in underbudget on some expenses due to 

limited/cancelled events because of Covid; 

and we received a wonderful unexpected 

financial gift in December. 

    All of Advent, I have been preaching 

about God and the unexpected way He 

works.  When we receive an unexpected gift 

like we did, we are called to be faithful to 

that.  Because of it, we were able to pay 

100% of the starred apportionments (those 

that are absolutely required by the 

Conference), and our District obligations.   

     We tithed from our Christmas offerings, 

and were able to give an additional gift to 

the ministries of Restore Hope, and Project 

Transformation.  This puts us at almost 30% 

of our total obligations paid, which is a lot 

better than the 5% we were at most of the 

year.  The good news is, we still have a 

small cushion to start 2021 with. 

   I look forward to seeing what God has in 

store for us.  If we continue to be faithful 

stewards of God’s money, I know God will 

be faithful to us.  We can choose to live into 

a theology of abundance, and reject the 

theology of scarcity. 
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JANUARY 2021 TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday 

DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER ARTICLES IS THE 21ST OF EACH 

MONTH 

WORSHIP TIME – 10:30 AM          SUNDAY SCHOOL – 9:30 AM  

1.  

 

2 

3 Sunday School @ 

9:30 AM, Worship 
Service @ 10:30 AM  

4   5   6 Rotary Cooks “To-

Go Lunches” 12:00 – 
12:30 PM  

7   8  9  

10   Sunday School @ 

9:30 AM, Worship 
Service @ 10:30 AM, 
Children’s Church 

11 Trustees 

Mtg @ 6:30 PM 

  

12   13 Rotary Cooks 

“To-Go Lunches” 
12:00 – 12:30 PM  

14  15  16   

17   Sunday School @ 

9:30 AM, Worship 
Service @ 10:30 AM  

18  19   20 Rotary Cooks 

“To-Go Lunches” 
12:00 – 12:30 PM  

21  22  23  

24 Sunday School @ 

9:30 AM, Worship 
Service @ 10:30 AM, 
Children’s Church, 
reading the Bible Mtg 
@ 6:00 PM   

25   26   27 Rotary Cooks 

“To-Go Lunches” 
12:00 – 12:30 PM   

28   29  30   

31 Sunday School @ 

9:30 AM, Worship 
Service @ 10:30 AM  

   
    

 


