
 

 
 

Observing Lent in Purcell 
 

“When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his 

place.  “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call 

me Teacher and Lord, and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord 

and Teacher have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.”  

John 13: 12-14 (NIV) 
 

On the night before Jesus’ death, he washed the feet of his disciples.  This was a lowly, 

dirty task, most likely often performed by servants or slaves of the master.   Jesus is 

demonstrating his humility and love towards the disciples, and then commands them to 

do the same towards each other.  Jesus reminds them that even though he has position as 

their Teacher and Lord, he still serves them in love and humility.  This is a reminder for 

all of us to serve in love and humility.  This story is the classic example of how we are 

called to be a part of the kingdom of God through servant leadership. 
 
Feb.17 is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the Lenten season.  Lent is the 40 days (not 

including Sundays) that lead through Holy Week, and culminate in Good Friday, and 

then Easter—the Resurrection!  During this time, it is an opportunity for Christians to 

reflect on and consider the reality of God’s ongoing story of salvation in our lives.  

Though we give thanks throughout the year for the work God has done and is doing in 

our lives, Lent is a special opportunity to renew our commitment to God, and to examine 

our practices as Christian disciples.  After Jesus washes the feet of his disciples, he 

reminds them that no servant is greater than the master, and instructs them to follow his 

example. 
 
How are we doing in our daily lives, following Christ’s example to love and serve others, 

and to do so in a spirit of servant leadership?  Lent has traditionally been a time when 

Christians decide to “give up” something in an act of penitence or sacrifice.  What are 

you “giving up” this Lenten season?  Sacrifices such as giving up chocolate, or coffee, or 

movies, etc. are OK, but I wonder if that was really what Christ had in mind in his final 

instructions to the twelve disciples?  I wonder how the kingdom of God would benefit if 

each of us decided to “give up” something that actually made a difference in the world?  

Would it be possible for us to “give up” hurtful words, or gossip and instead spread 

messages of hope and encouragement?  What if we could “give up” our ego that causes 

us to seek our own glory, rather than God’s glory?  How would it look if we “gave up” 

our pride, and became humble servants, rather than serving ourselves, even for a day or 

two?  What if we still gave up that daily Starbucks, but instead donated the amount saved 

to a mission project of our choice?  How difficult would it be to “give up” an additional 

hour on Sunday and join a Sunday School class or start a new small group? 
 
During this Lenten season, will you pray with me about what we can “give up” for the 

benefit of God’s kingdom here on Earth?  Will you prayerfully consider what God is 

calling you to do in the way of servant leadership? I recently heard a TV preacher ask 

“What would the Kingdom of God look like on Earth, if every Christian were just like 

you?”  Wow. What a powerful question.  How do we want to answer that? 

Lenten Blessings, 

Pastor Susan 

   Bishop Jimmy Nunn                                                   District Supt. Rev Dr Victor McCullough 
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February 

 

1 Bret Umber 

3 Justin Knowles, Spencer Ewing Friedman 

4 Cammie Hayes 

5 Cristian Haynes 

6 Bruce Enox, LaVonda Hail 

8 Kyle Wollenberg, Pastor Susan Whitley 

9 Brylie Hobbs 

12 Zack Harris, Trinity UMC (1888), 

Chase Johnson 

14 Kitty Velasco 

15 Jeff Eck, Judy Moring 

16 Parker Page 

17 Lavene Jones, Bailey Beller, Margaret 

Miller 

19 Egan Galvin, Dale Bunn, Anna Belle 

Carpenter 

20 Jade McCurdy 

21 Suzanne Wells, Randy Rolin 

26 Ralph Wall, Boston Knowles 

27 Chris Hayes, Matt Baker 

29 Kristin Wollenberg Gonzalez, Meegan 

Moore Rooker 
 
 

 
 

At Trinity United Methodist Church, we believe 

in the power of prayer. We are thankful to have 

a God who hears our prayers. Just submit a 

prayer request to our prayer committee at 

jmehawks@yahoo.com and 

clarica@suddenlink.net or drop it in the offering 

plate at Sunday worship your prayer will be 

sent to the people within our community 

committed to praying for you.  We need to 

continue to pray for all who are dealing with 

health issues, to include; Don McQuerrey, Bill 

& Rayora Moore, Marilyn Ellis, Mike & Karen 

Horoho & Mike’s Mom & Family, Glenda & 

Perry Nemecek, Ralph & Clarica Wall, Carolyn 

McCoy, Judy Moring, Tom & Pat Martin, Navoy 

& Connie Sue Skinner and Jerry & Margaret 

Maynard.   Also remember others who are 

saddened due to the loss of a loved one, those 

who are in nursing facilities or receiving care at 

home and everyone who provides their care.  

Thank you for being a part of our Prayer 

Ministry.  

 

Joy is prayer; joy is 

strength; joy is love; joy is 

a net of love by which you 

can catch souls.  Love is a 

fruit in season, and within 

reach of every hand. 

Mother Theresa 

 

‘happy valentine’s day’ 

God Bless, love ya 

uncle ralph & aunt clarica 

 
 

 

• Sunday School starts at 9:30 AM with 
Worship service at 10:30 AM on Sundays  

• 14 Feb (Sun):  Wesley Foundation will 
lead worship 

• Ash Wednesday Service:  17 Feb @ 6:00 
PM 

• Children’s Church:  Is held the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of the month right after 
Children’s Moment. 

• Lenten Bible Study begins 24 Feb (Wed) 
• “Reading the Bible in 2021: In person 

meeting 28 Feb (Sun) @ 6:00 PM 
• Remember, if you are ill or if you 

suspect you have been exposed to the 
COVID-19 virus or any other infectious 
disease, please avoid attending worship 
service, and seek the advice of your 
medical provider. 

 
 

 

 
 

News from Our Children’s Group  
 
All are invited to Children’s Church. “Reader’s 
Theater with Bible Stories” on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of the month.  Come join the fun! 

mailto:jmehawks@yahoo.com
mailto:clarica@suddenlink.net


 
Your Teacher’s, 
Kelly Eck & Pam Hobbs 
& Patricia Hudson 
 

 News from Sunday School Classes 
 
God’s Helpers Sunday School class is meeting 
at 9:30 AM in the fellowship hall. So glad to be 
meeting in person again! 
 
CrossTalk is reading the Book of Revelation.  
Meeting in person in the library at 9:15 AM 
Sunday for coffee and visiting.  If you don’t feel 
comfortable visiting please join us at 9:30 AM 
for class.   If you have any questions please 
contact Carolyn Cummings at 405-834-8980. 
 

 

 
 

“Reading the Bible in 2021”  
 
Carolyn Cummings is encouraging folks that 
wish to participate to read through the Bible in 
2021.  She is using the Chronological Bible as 
the guide.  Each day you will read a few 
different passages from various parts of the 
Bible (ex:  OT, a Psalm, a letter).  We will meet 
once a month, informally, and people can 
discuss or reflect on what has been read.  
What a wonderful way to stay grounded in 
God's word! Let Carolyn know if you are 
interested.    
 

Lenten Bible Study Beginning 
 

As part of our Lenten discipline, Pastor Susan 
will be offering a 5 week study, “He Chose the 
Nails” by Max Lucado.  Each session will 
consist of a short video segment, and then 
discussion.    Participants will be asked to 
purchase the study guide that goes along with 
it.  Each week there are 5  daily short Bible 
readings, and a space for notes and 
reflections.  This is not as much as 
informational study, as it is a spiritual 
formation study, designed to help us examine 
ourselves and grow closer to God during this 
Lenten season.  The study will be Wednesday 
evenings at 6 pm, beginning Feb.24.  Another 

morning can be added if there is enough 
interest. 
  

Connectional Mission & Ministry 
 

One thing fairly unique about the United 

Methodist Church is its emphasis on 

“Connection”. In other words, our 

understanding is that we can do more 

together, with churches across the state, the 

country, and the world, than we can do 

alone.  Every year, each UMC is asked to 

contribute a certain portion of its gifts 

towards this understanding.  We call these 

apportionments, but many people may not 

understand what this giving goes towards.    

For 2021, we will highlight a few of these 

ministries and missions periodically and give 

you the opportunity to contribute to those 

you feel led to support.  We have committed 

to try and reach 100% of our missional 

obligations for this 2021 year.  We will kick this 

off in February this year, beginning with 

Campus Ministry on Feb. 14, with the Wesley 

Foundation at ECU being in worship with us.  

Be looking for inserts in your bulletin, and 

pray about what you are called to do. 

 

LENTEN PRAYER 
 

One of the most important spiritual disciplines 
during Lent is a renewed emphasis on prayer.  
We will have several opportunities to practice 
this discipline during Lent. I will be asking our 
church to focus on 40 days of prayer, with at 
least one person per day specifically tasked to 
pray for our church and our community for at 
least 5-10 minutes.   During Lent, we will have 
a special time set aside for prayer at the altar 
during our Sunday service.  We will also have 
a table with votive candles to light in prayer, as 
a specific act of worship and focus, and a 
reminder of God’s light in our lives. We will also 
have a specific time during the day each week 
for a devotion, meditation, and church wide 
prayer.  Be looking for more information on 
specific times, days, and a sign-up sheet for 
the 40 days of prayer.  We must be a praying 
church, and this is a great time to begin a 
renewed focus. 



Trinity United Methodist Church Non-Profit Organization 

211 North Second U.S. Postage Paid 

Purcell, OK 73080 Permit No. 77 

Return Service Requested CAR-RT-SORT 

  Purcell, OK 73080 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY 2021 TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

1   2  3   Rotary Cooks 

“To-Go Lunches” 
12:00 – 12:30 PM   

4   5   6    

7   Sunday School @ 

9:30 AM, Worship 
Service @ 10:30 AM 

8     9  10  Rotary Cooks 

“To-Go Lunches” 
12:00 – 12:30 PM    

11   12   13   

14   Sunday School @ 

9:30 AM, Worship 
Service  w/ ECU  
Wesley @ 10:30 AM, 
Children’s Church 

15     16  17  Rotary Cooks 

“To-Go Lunches” 
12:00 – 12:30 PM, 
Ash Wednesday 
Service @ 6:00 PM    

18   19   20  

21    Sunday School @ 

9:30 AM, Worship 
Service @ 10:30 AM 

22   23   24  Rotary Cooks 

“To-Go Lunches” 
12:00 – 12:30 PM, 
Lenten Bible Study 
@ 6:00 PM  

25  Reading 

the Bible Mtg 
@ 10:00 AM   

26  27  

28  Sunday School @ 

9:30 AM, Worship 
Service @ 10:30 AM, 
Children’s Church, 
Reading the Bible Mtg 
@ 6:00 PM   

   

DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER ARTICLES IS THE 21ST OF EACH MONTH 

WORSHIP TIME – 10:30 AM          SUNDAY SCHOOL – 9:30 AM WORSHIP 

ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE 


