
 

 
 

Life Changes in Purcell 
“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his 

good, pleasing, and perfect will.”  Romans 12: 2 

August is typically a busy month in the life of families.  It is often a time of transition as 

well.  It seems that often, major life “stepping stones” occur in August.   We see high 

school graduates   begin to transition from dependence on their parents to a more 

independent time of life.  College graduations in particular mark a time of major change 

for those students, as they begin the journey of finding careers, further education, and so 

on.  Teachers are beginning the process of preparing their classrooms for students, and 

families are transitioning back into school routines, buying school supplies, school sports, 

etc.  Others are trying to fit in last minute vacations or weekend get-aways, enjoying 

those last few weeks of summer as much as possible.     Life changes can be fun and 

exciting, but also overwhelming and somewhat daunting.  Yet we know that change 

comes whether we are ready or not for it.  Our children grow up, we grow older, and 

things change. 

But change is not always a bad thing.  In fact, the Bible reminds us that we are to be 

changing for the better as we move along our discipleship journey.  We are to be 

constantly transforming into the image of Christ.  Our Christian discipleship journey is 

not meant to be stagnant.  We are called to mature, and always be learning about life in 

Christ.  In the United Methodist Church, we call this “Sanctifying Grace”.  As we grow 

in Christ, we are to become more and more like the image of Christ.  Our relationship 

with Jesus should not be exactly the same as it was last year, or five years ago, or even 

twenty.  There is always something new for us to learn, always something new God is 

calling us to.   

On the day that Jesus ascended into Heaven, he reminded his disciples to be his witnesses 

in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and throughout the world.  He says they will do this by the 

power of the Holy Spirit that will come upon them.   It is difficult to be witnesses to the 

love of God if our relationship with God is not very strong.  If our Christian journey is 

still in the very beginning stages, even after possibly being in church for twenty years, 

then we are not very effective witnesses.   Jesus gives us a promise that He will be with 

us always, even to the ends of the Earth. 

This month, as you contemplate these “life changes” that come your way, whether it’s 

graduations or moving or family reunions, consider your own relationship with Christ.  

Compare your life to where you were last year at this time.  Or ten years ago.  Is your 

faith stronger?  Are you more in love with God?  Is your prayer life deeper?  Are you an 

effective witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ? Do you have an idea of what Christ is 

calling you to do in the world?   I invite you to consider these things, and take those next 

steps through prayer, study, and worship. 

Blessings,    

 

 Pastor Susan 

 

   Bishop Jimmy Nunn                                                   District Supt. Rev Dr Victor McCullough 
                                           Trinity United Methodist Staff Members 
         Mike McElderry - Organist      Rhonda Ingram-Harper – Administrative Assistant  
         Kayla Marshall – Choir Director                             
                                                         Rev. Susan Whitley, Pastor
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August 

 

4 Nelda Matthews, Kyle Perigo 

5 Alex Ewing, Eli Ewing 

6 Andrea Smith 

8 Emma Rolin 

9 Lora Stanton 

13 Carrie Eyler, Savannah McCurdy  

14 Mike McElderry, Nolan Douglas 

15 Zackary Carpenter 

16 Hannah Hail 

18.  Taryn Knowles 

19 Brock Hail, Hunter Perigo 

21 Whitney Johnson 

22 Mark Whitley 

24 Christy Powell, Kay Bunn 

25 Haydin Buterbaugh 

26 Brittany Mayes 

28 Shandy Nemecek, Patrick Kozik, Garrett 

Galyean 

30 Bernita Wilson 

31 Lynn McCurdy 

______________________________________ 

   Vacation Bible School at TUMC! 
 

Vacation Bible is over for this year, and whew!  

What a fun time!  We averaged about 40 kids over 3 

nights, and somewhere between 25-30 volunteers, 

including teens and middle schoolers.  Thank you to 

everyone who helped in so many ways, whether it 

was being physically present to help wrangle kids, 

serving food, running video, or donating money to 

cover expenses—it was amazing.    I am already 

hearing lots of talk about next year, with more 

planning time and better preparation.  Suggestions 

for making next year better are already being taken!  

The dedication, creativity, and commitment were 

astonishing! I appreciate each and every one of you. 

 

FELLOWSHIP DINNER 
 

Our July fellowship dinner was an 
overwhelming success!  Food was plentiful, 
fellowship was great, clean up was quick and 
easy!  Thanks to the Fellowship Committee led 
by Teresa Langley and Bernita Wilson for a 
great time!  Mark your calendars for the next 
one on August 29 after worship. and bring your 
favorite main dish, side or dessert. We will 
meet after worship in the fellowship hall and 
eat a meal together!  Though we will not have 

a dinner every single month, it will have been 7 
weeks since the July dinner.  Hope to see you 
there! 

 

 
 

At Trinity United Methodist Church, we believe 
in the power of prayer. Submit a prayer request 
to  jmehawks@yahoo.com and 
clarica@suddenlink.net or drop it in the offering 
plate at Sunday worship and your prayer will 
be sent to the people within our community 
committed to praying for you.  We need to 
continue to pray for all who are dealing with 
health issues, to include; Ralph & Clarica Wall, 
Charles Dawson, Michele Schaub, Don 
McQuerrey, Joe & Marilyn Ellis, Glenda & 
Perry Nemecek, Carolyn McCoy, Judy Moring, 
Tom & Pat Martin, Al & Bobby Musgrave and 
Jerry & Margaret Maynard.   Also remember all 
who are saddened due to the loss of a loved 
one, those who are in nursing facilities or 
receiving care at home and everyone who 
provides their care.  

Thank you for being a part of our Prayer 
Ministry.  

 

 
 

• Blessing the Backpacks: August 8 
• Heartland District Gathering: Sat., Aug 28 

10:00 AM – 2:30 PM McFarlin UMC 
• Fellowship Dinner:  Aug 29 after worship 
• Reading the Bible in 2021: In person 

meetings, 29 August (Sun) @ 6:00 PM & 26 
August @ 10:00 AM 

• Children’s Church:  Held the 2nd and 4th 
Sunday after Children’s Moment. 

• Choir Practice:  Every Wednesday @ 7:30 

– 8:30 PM 

• Rotary Cook Lunches to Go:  4th and 18th of 
August @12:15 PM. 
 

 
 

The Chancel Choir practice begins at 7:30PM on 

Wednesday.  Come join us and sing our praises to 

Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Look forward to seeing you! 

mailto:jmehawks@yahoo.com
mailto:clarica@suddenlink.net


BACKPACK 

BLESSING 
School begins soon!  

Join us on Sunday, 

August 8, as we pray 

over all our students, teachers, administrators, and 

anyone involved with kids and school.  Students 

spend so much time at school, we want them 

covered in prayer.  Bring your backpack, lay it on 

the altar before worship, and we will bless it and 

pray over you!  

  

Trustees & Finance 
Thank you all for your faithful and generous 

giving.   The Trustees have continued to be busy 

with maintaining our property and building so 

that we have a safe, well-cared place to worship 

and do ministry.  Most recently, the two Bradford 

Pear trees on Washington St. were removed. The 

roots had spread so much, the retaining wall was 

beginning to be pushed out toward the street, and 

the brick paver sidewalk was buckling in some 

places.  None of this is done cheaply, but we are 

fortunate that the funds were there, though the 

Trustee fund is being depleted rapidly.  If you 

made a commitment to give towards the Trustees, 

or the AC/Heating fund, we appreciate that.  

       Our budget was shored up this year by a 

second grant of the Payroll Protection Fund.  That 

money has been spent, and paperwork for loan 

forgiveness has been completed by Rhonda.  This 

means that our generosity and continued faithful 

giving will be needed more than ever to meet 

our budget for 2021. We will be having another 

apportionment awareness effort later this month, 

with opportunities to give to support various 

missions.  We are trusting that we will receive 

what we need, as God is faithful and generous, 

and calls on His people to be faithful and 

generous as well.  As always, we are completely 

transparent in our budget and spending.  We are 

happy to show you the money trail!  Thank you 

again for your faithfulness. 
 

 

In prayer, it is better to have 

a heart without words, 

rather than words without a 

heart. 

Mahatma ghandi 

 

God bless, love ya,   

uncle ralph & aunt clarica 

 

Heartland District Gathering 
 
All clergy and church leaders are invited to the 
Heartland District Gathering on Saturday, 
August 28 at McFarlin UMC in Norman from 
10:00-2:30.   We will begin with worship, and 
then hear a variety of speakers on the topic of 
"Navigating the Waters of Collaborative 
Ministry in a Post-Pandemic World."  There is 
no cost.  If you are interested, please let Pastor 
Susan know.  Even if you can come for only a 
short time, I'm sure it will be well worth it. 
 

News from Sunday School Classes 
 
Though Adult Sunday School re-started 

months ago, we have not had children’s 

Sunday School since before the pandemic.  

Though we don’t have many children, we 

do have a few in the older 

elementary/middle school range, and they 

deserve an educational opportunity as 

much as adults do.  If you would be willing 

to teach this group, or even share a 

teaching rotation/duty with someone else, 

please let me know.  We will get you 

materials, curriculum, whatever you need 

to be successful.  If we want to grow our 

children and youth, then we need 

volunteers to be willing to be part of the 

effort.   If you aren’t sure and have 

questions or concerns, call the office or visit 

with Pastor Susan.  We will help you!!!! 
 
 

 
 

“Reading the Bible in 2021”  
 
Join Carolyn Cummings and others who are 
reading through the Bible in 2021.  Carolyn is 
using the Chronological Bible as the guide.  Each 
day you will read a few different passages from 
various parts of the Bible.  They meet once a 
month, informally, to discuss or reflect on what 
has been read.  Let Carolyn know if you are 
interested.    
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AUGUST 2021 TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  Sunday School 

@ 9:30 AM, 
Worship Service 
@ 10:30 AM 

2    3    4  Rotary Cooks 

“To-Go Lunches” 
12:15 – 12:30 
PM, Choir 
Practice 7:30 – 
8:30 PM 

5     6     7     

 8 Sunday 

School @ 9:30 
AM, Worship 
Service @ 10:30 
AM, Blessing of 
the Backpacks, 
Children’s Church  

9     10   11  Choir 

Practice 7:30 – 
8:30 PM 

12    
  

13     14   
  

15  Sunday 

School @ 9:30 
AM,  Worship 
Service @ 10:30 
AM 

16     17   18 Rotary Cooks 

“To-Go Lunches” 
12:15 – 12:30 
PM, Choir 
Practice 7:30 – 
8:30 PM 

19     20     21    

22  Sunday 

School @ 9:30 
AM, Worship 
Service @ 10:30 
AM, Children’s 
Church  

23     24    25  Choir 

Practice 7:30 – 
8:30 PM 

26  Reading 

the Bible Mtg 
@ 10:00 AM    

27     28 Heartland  

District 
Gathering @ 
10:00 AM – 
2:30 PM   

29  Sunday 

School @ 9:30 
AM, Worship 
Service @ 10:30 
AM, Fellowship 
Dinner after 
worship, Reading 
the Bible Mtg @ 
6:00 PM  

30   31      DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER 

ARTICLES IS THE 21ST OF EACH 

MONTH!  

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9:30 AM, WORSHIP 

TIME – 10:30 AM 

 
 
 


