
 

 
 
 

Hospitality in Purcell 
 

“Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 
Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.”  (1 Peter 4: 8-9, NIV) 

 

 At Phillips Theological Seminary, from where I graduated years ago, the word hospitality 
was heard frequently in conversation, lectures, and class discussions.   In fact, the word hospitality 
became a word that seemed to be almost over-used.  Yet the more I read Scripture, and the more I 
have thought about Jesus’ actions, as well as the Hebrew Bible commandments, I am not sure if 
the word can actually be over-used or not! 
  
 As used in the Bible and depicted in the actions of many of the Biblical characters, 
including Jesus, hospitality is more than just “being nice” to others.  It is more than simply offering 
someone food, water or a friendly “hello.”  Hospitality is depicted in the Bible as a radical welcome, 
a genuine inclusion of others into the community.  Conditions are never put on those being 
welcomed; prerequisites are never given for inclusion.  Jesus welcomed those who had been 
turned away by others, those who had been shunned by society, those who were his followers, and 
those who were not.  Jesus ministered to those who had even turned away, and later returned.  
Commandments in the Hebrew Bible are very clearly intended to include those who may have lived 
on the margins of society:  the widows, orphans, aliens and strangers. 
 
 Biblical hospitality is a radical, authentic way of living, and “doing church.”  It is a way of 
being in relationship with one another and with God.  We read Jesus’ words in John 13: 34; “A new 
commandment I give you:  Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”  
True godly love is something to strive for.  It is something to always work towards.  If we truly 
practice hospitality, we are meeting people’s deepest needs for acceptance and community.  It 
may mean a sacrifice of our convenience from time to time; it may mean we put aside our personal 
needs occasionally to meet the needs of someone else.  I invite you to pray with me in the coming 
months to discover how God is calling us individually and as a church to practice radical, Biblical 
hospitality. 
 
 I have been blessed to have already been a recipient of the hospitality here in Purcell.  
Thanks to the many of you who have helped with the transition of pastoral leadership.  Many of you 
have stopped by to introduce yourselves and your family, have offered assistance in so many 
ways, brought me items from your gardens, meals and snacks on move-in day, and not in the 
least---prayed for the pastoral families and the churches involved.  Thank you for the inclusion of 
me and my family into the community of Purcell. Thank you for the radical hospitality!  I know this is 
a strange time in the life of the church, but eventually, we will have new guests again, and people 
joining the church.  I know you will be prepared to receive them with genuine hospitality, including 
them in your life, and in the life of the church.   
                                                              

Be Blessed, 

Pastor Susan 
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August 

 

4 Nelda Matthews, Kyle Perigo 

5 Alex Ewing, Eli Ewing 

6 Andrea Smith 

8 Emma Rolin 

9 Lora Stanton 

13 Carrie Eyler, Savannah McCurdy  

14 Mike McElderry, Nolan Douglas 

15 Zackary Carpenter 

16 Hannah Hail 

18.  Taryn Knowles 

19 Brock Hail, Hunter Perigo 

21 Whitney Johnson 

22 Mark Whitley 

24 Christy Powell, Kay Bunn 

25 Haydin Buterbaugh 

26 Brittany Mayes 

28 Shandy Nemecek, Patrick Kozik, 

Garrett Galyean 

29 Betty Jo Little 

30 Bernita Wilson 

31 Lynn McCurdy 
   

 
 

At Trinity United Methodist Church, we believe 

in the power of prayer. We are thankful to have 

a God who hears our prayers. Just submit a 

prayer request to our prayer committee at 

jmehawks@yahoo.com and 

clarica@suddenlink.net or drop it in the offering 

plate at Sunday worship your prayer will be 

sent to the people within our community 

committed to praying for you. We need to 

continue to pray for all who are dealing with 

health issues, to include; Jennifer (Page) 

Fabian, Ramona Vaughn, Judy Moring, Chad 

Lindsay, Tom &   Pat Martin, Navoy & Connie 

Sue Skinner and Jerry & Margaret Maynard.  

Let us not forget all who are saddened due to 

the loss of a loved one, those who are in 

nursing facilities or receiving care at home and 

everyone who provides their care.  

Thank you for being a part of our Prayer 

Ministry.  
 

 

 

 
 

• We will be having one worship service at 

10:30 AM on Sundays until further notice. 

• Remember, if you are ill or if you 

suspect you have been exposed to the 

COVID-19 virus or any other infectious 

disease, please avoid attending worship 

service, and seek the advice of your 

medical provider. 

• If you need to use the elevator; please follow 

the guidelines listed below: 

o No more than 2 people at a time 

o Everyone must wear a face mask 

o Use disinfecting wipes to wipe any 

hard surfaces you touch or wear 

plastic gloves (supplies provided) 

• COVID Supply Drive for Purcell Schools; 

following items needed prior to Labor Day: 

o Masks (all sizes, disposable or 

reusable) 

o Antibacterial hand soap-pump bottles 

o Lysol Spray 

o Clorox Wipes – (or any brand) 

o Paper towels 

o Disposable gloves 

o Any size hand sanitizer 

o Tissues 

o Hand lotion 
 

 

Congratulations!  Mike Foshee won the 
silent bid for the church box trailer. 

 

mailto:jmehawks@yahoo.com
mailto:clarica@suddenlink.net


WEEKLY INFORMATIONAL CHURCH E-MAIL! 
 

Pastor Susan will be implementing a 
weekly e-mail that will be sent out to 
everyone that we have current e-mail 
addresses for. In order for us to verify 
your current e-mail we would like 
EVERYONE to send an e-mail to 
trinitypurcell@yahoo.com in order for 
us to verify/update your information.   
 

 

 
 

UNCLE RALPH’S THOUGHT 

FOR THE DAY 

 

At a time, the whole 

world seems lost and 

our great country, 

America, is in turmoil; I 

leave this with you. 

If my people who are 

called by my name 

humble themselves and 

pray, seek my face and 

turn from their wicked 

ways; then I will rear 

from heaven, will 

forgive their sin and 

will heal their land. 

Chronicles 7:14 

 

God Bless, Love ya, 

UNCLE RALPH   

 
 

 
 

News from Our Children’s Group  

& Youth Ministry  

 

All activities have been put on hold until further 
notice.  Please watch the TUMC website and 
Facebook for any updates.  
 
  

News from Crosstalk Sunday School 
Class 
 
CrossTalk is reading the Book of Jeremiah.  

Please watch facebook for meeting update; we 

are looking forward to being together again real 

soon.  If you have any questions please 

contact Carolyn Cummings at 405-834-8980. 
 

 

 
 

No meeting scheduled for July at this time.   
 
 

 
 
The Chancel Choir practice has been 
cancelled until further notice. 

 

 
 

 

Dear Purcell UMW, 
 
Thank you for your generous donation to 
Neighborhood Services Organization (NSO).  
We are pleased to acknowledge your gift in 
the amount of $250.00, in support of our 
2020 NSO Good Samaritan Awards Luncheon 
through the UMW’s Lifetime of Smiles 
Campaign! 
NSO is excited to announce that because of 
your generous matching donation, along with 
two other matching donors, we were able to 
raise more than $230,000 for NSO’s vital 
programs! 
We are so thrilled that you chose to be a 
part of this wonderful, virtual event.  We 
could not have done this without your 
support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Stacey Ninness 
President/CEO, Neighborhood Services 
Organization
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AUGUST 2020 TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday 
  

         1  

2 Worship Service @ 

10:30 AM 
3   4   5   6  7  8   

9 Worship Service @ 

10:30 AM 
10  11   12   13   14    15    

16 Worship Service @ 

10:30 AM  

  

17  18   19   20   21   
   

22  

23  Worship Service @ 

10:30 AM 

24  25   26   27    28 29  

30  Worship Service @ 

10:30 AM 
31  DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER ARTICLES  IS THE 21ST 

OF EACH MONTH! WORSHIP TIME – 10:30 AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL – 9:30 AM 
 
 


